
Claude Yahia Ayache ל”ז 1 Adar/ February 27
Isaac Nahmias ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Isaac Medina ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Albert Benzacar ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Chaya Nacson ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Yosef Anidjar ל”ז 4 Adar/ March 2
Shimon Mashiah ל”ז 4 Adar/ March 2
Rachel Nacson ל”ז 5 Adar/ March 3
Nahalot for next week
Mair Cohen ל”ז 6 Adar/ March 4
Simy Benarroch ל”ז 7 Adar/ March 5
Victor Totah ל”ז 7 Adar/ March 5
David Igelman ל”ז 7 Adar/ March 5
Rahamim Sibony ל”ז 8 Adar/ March 6
Aharon Assor ל”ז 8 Adar/ March 6
Renee Weinberger ל”ז 9 Adar/ March 7
Yehuda Edery ל”ז 10 Adar/ March 8
Rahel Benzacar ל”ז 11 Adar/ March 9

Mazal Tob to Amram & Batsheva Benquesus on the Bar Misva of 
their son, Jack. Proud grandparents are Jacques & Biba Benquesus 
and Zale & Rochel Newman. Mazal Tob to great grandparents Amram 
& Alegria Benmaman.

Mazal Tob to Shmuel & Ruth Sela on the birth of a son Netanel 
Yaakov. Proud grandparents are Rame & Lydia Meron, and Benni & 
Larissa Sela.
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Mishpatim / Shekalim
February 25, 2017 - 29 Shvat 5777

Perasha page 416, Maftir page 484, Haftara page 1212 in Artscroll
Rosh Chodesh Adar is Sunday and Monday

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 5:30 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 5:45 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 6:00 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 5:42 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:00 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 7:01 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Latest Shema 9:10 am עמש  
Tehilim 4:45 pm םילהת   
Minha 5:15 pm החנמ  
Shekia 6:01 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 6:44 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim

Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש
Vatikin 6:20 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ  
Kebuim 9:00 am םיעובק   

Shaharit Weekdays תירחׁש
 Vatikin 6:20 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimim 6:45 am םימידקמ   
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 5:50 pm         החנמ
Arbit 6:30 pm  תיברע

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday March 3, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 5:40 pm  (Candle Lighting 5:51 pm)

MAZAL TOB NAHALOT

This Shabbat’s kiddush is sponsored by Amram & Batsheva 
Benquesus in honour of the Bar Misva of their son, Jack. Everyone is 
welcome.
This Shabbat’s Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Maurice Benzacar, 
Mrs. Janet Benzacar, and her children, Shmuel, Rahel, and Sharon, in 
loving memory of their beloved husband, father, and brother Mr. Albert 
Benzacar ל”ז . Everyone is welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS

Our deepest and sincere condolences to our dear friend and member, Mr. Morris Dadoun on the passing of his beloved sister Mrs. 
Rosette Zagoury ז“ל, and mother to Mrs. Aline Emsallem. The funeral took place in Paris, France. Mr.Dadoun and Mrs. Emsallem 
are siting Shiva in Paris. May her Neshama rest in Gan Eden. Amen.
Our deepest and sincere condolences to Dr. Nicholas Hartmann, Estelle Hartmann-Gulasa, and Lilyan Hartman-Tapiero on the 
passing of their father, Gyorgy (George) Hartmann ז“ל. May his Neshama rest in Gan Eden. Amen.

CONDOLENCES



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Avot U’Banim -  Saturday Night at 7:45 pm
In conjunction with Kollel Yismah Moshe, Abir Yaakob conducts a Father-
Son learning program this Motsae Shabbat at 7:45 pm. In addition to the 
learning of Torah, the boys get to learn Sephardic piyutim (songs), and hear 
a story from Rabbi Kadoch. It culminates with food and prizes. Skating 
following the learning. Sponsorship opportunities available at $150 and 
$250. Please contact Rabbi Kadoch for more information. This week’s 
session is sponsored by the fathers of the boys in the program. We are 
extending the program to this week. 

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit)
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 am for a special 
breakfast and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. For more information 
please contact Hacham Assayag.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with HaCham Assayag one hour 
before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy 
a learning session followed by an intense game of 
basketball. Every Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. 
Special activities and trips take place bi-monthly. For more 
information, contact Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson in 
person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm
Join Hacham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion 
on deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, contact 
Max Benetar in person.

Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your   
friends from all schools!Every Wednesday we'll be meeting  
in the Red Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and 
prizes, followed by our own basketball league in the gym!   
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


Insights on the Torah by HaCham Amram Assayag

Parashat Mishpatim / Shabbat Shekalim
This Shabat is one of the four Shabatot in the year, which although they are not festive ones, two Sefarim are 
taken out and two different portions of the Torah are read. Those four Shabatot of some greater significance, 
begin with the Shabat before Rosh Hodesh Adar and end with the Shabat before Pesah. The first Shabat is 
called “Shabat Shekalim”.

At the time of the Bet Hamikdash, there were two categories of Korbanot (sacrifices): Korban Tzibur: 
communal sacrifices which were offered daily and on holidays on behalf of the whole nation, and Korban 
Yahid: offerings and sacrifices that each Jew would bring individually for various occasions.

For a korban to be qualified as a communal offering, each individual must participate in the value of the korban. 
For this purpose, an annual tax was collected for the Bet Hamikdash, a tax of half a shekel, compulsory on any 
Jew older than twenty, whether rich or poor. These sacrifices serve the purpose of forgiving all the sins of the 
nation and of creating a bond of love between this nation and Hashem. The Korbanot Tzibur of each year were 
bought with the funds collected in that same year and no other monies could be used. Thus, it was imperative 
that the Shekalim be deposited in the treasury of the Bet Hamikdash, no later than the 1st of Nisan, the 
beginning of the new year. For this very reason, the Hachamim established that on Rosh Hodesh Adar the 
annual “Mahatzit Hashekel” campaign must be announced for everyone to prepare his contribution. In 
commemoration of this Misva of the Torah, on the Shabat of Rosh Hodesh Adar, we also announce the 
Mahatzit Hashekel fund-raising, through the lecture of the Perasha which refers to this Misva. Nowadays, 
although neither the Bet Hamikdash nor the Korbanot are in existence, we continue to perform our holy 
customs and on the day of Purim (14th Adar), we collect in all our Synagogues a “Mahatzit Hashekel” from 
each member, even his wife and for the children.

May the Almighty rebuild the Bet Hamikdash very speedily, and may we all enjoy the privileges of contributing 
towards the “Temidim” and “Musafim” in a newly reestablished Yerushalayim, “amen”.

Parashat Mishpatim- The "Bribe" of Past Experiences - Rabbi Eli Mansour
The Torah in Parashat Mishpatim introduces the prohibition against judges receiving bribes: "You shall not accept a bribe, for 
a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise, and distorts the words of the innocent" (23:8). A judge who receives a bribe from a litigant 
loses his objectivity; his judicial vision becomes impaired and his perception distorted due to his instinctive favouritism 
towards that litigant.
Immediately following this prohibition, the Torah presents an entirely different law: "And you shall not oppress a foreigner; and 
you know the soul [= feelings] of a foreigner, for you were foreigners in the land of Egypt." Curiously, this verse begins with 
the letter "vav" – "and" – indicating that this verse somehow continues the subject introduced in the previous verse, that of 
bribes. What connection is there between a judge's acceptance of bribes and the mistreatment of foreigners? Why does the 
Torah link these two seemingly unrelated prohibitions?
One explanation that has been offered suggests that in addition to the bribes accepted by judges, there is a different kind of 
"bribe," one which affects – or potentially affects – each person on a daily basis. People are easily "bribed" by past 
experiences, which can often distort one's perception concerning other people. For example, most people are sensitive to the 
plight of those experiencing unemployment, and are prepared to help alleviate their hardships. However, those who had 
themselves been in such a situation, who have personally experienced and overcome joblessness, are likely to react less 
sensitively. "It's not such a big deal," they might think. "I've been there; it's not so bad." Such a person's past experiences 
have blinded him to the difficulties his fellow now experiences, and prevents him from reacting with the appropriate degree of 
sensitivity and compassion.

Another example is the response of some older immigrant Jews to the efforts being made on behalf of the more recent Jewish 
immigrants to the United States. They, too, disdainfully ask, "What's the big deal? When we came to the shores, nobody 
helped us, and we managed. Why should we help the immigrants of today?" These people have been "bribed" by their past 
experiences, which have eroded their objectivity in assessing the plight of their fellow Jews.

The Torah here warns against accepting this kind of "bribe" in dealing with foreigners in the land. Bnei Yisrael, who suffered 
for over two centuries as oppressed foreigners in Egypt, are likely to react insensitively to the plight of foreigners. God 
therefore warns, "And you shall not oppress a foreigner…for you were foreigners in the land of Egypt." Meaning, even though 
we ourselves had endured and survived the humiliation and hardship of living as a foreigner, we must not belittle the plight of 
those who currently confront those hardships. We must never allow ourselves to be "bribed" and misled by our past 
experiences.
This message, of course, applies to our dealings with, and reactions to, all people. The Torah urges us to overcome the 
biases that we might have as a result of our past experiences, and to look upon others from a fair, honest and objective 
outlook. A person in need deserves our sympathy and assistance, regardless of how we ourselves fared in similar situations.



 

Shiur Bites            By Rabbi David Kadoch
" םירצמ ץראב םתייה םירג יכ ונצחלת אלו הנות אל רגו "

"You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt."

Embedded in the civil laws found in this week's Parasha, is a special commandment describing the proper treatment of 
converts to Judaism. The Torah reminds us of our own past, as an oppressed people in the land of Egypt and the way we 
were unfairly treated. As a result, Rashi explains that we must not vex the convert with harsh words, reminding him of his 
past life as a gentile or robbing him of his money if he is ignorant of Jewish monetary laws. The moral of the command is 
simple. Don't do to others what you didn't like be done to you.

I'll be honest, until this year, I never thought anything more of this pasuk. The average Jew comes across maybe a dozen or 
two converts in their lifetime. Treat them nicely, show them "the way," and move on with life. But then I came across the 
commentary of the Rabenu Bechaye and it hit me like a ton of bricks; BULLYING. What he writes is incredible and must be 
spread! 

There are many times in our Torah that we are warned about the treatment of converts. In essence a convert is a person 
who finds himself in a foreign land, unable to make a connection with the people around him. He writes that the word for 
convert in Hebrew is "Ger" which comes from the word "Gargir" - - The cress or berries on the top of the tree that sticks out 
noticeably from the rest of the branches. People mock him, belittle him, isolate him and make him as if he doesn't exist. 
Verbal abuse, mental abuse, physical abuse, all these horrible things fall into the definition of a bully.

Bullying is something that unfortunately is an all too common occurrence in today's schooling system. It happens in the 
classroom and on the playgrounds. I wish it would end there. But bullies who aren't stopped bring their attitude to the 
workplace, places of worship and even into their home. Thankfully, day schools and modern day media create tremendous 
awareness to the problem. With programs such as "Anti-Bullying Awareness week" and harsher punishments being handed 
down to the culprits, we are on the right track to removing bullying once and for all and avoiding what could be catastrophic 
consequences. 

Later in this Parasha the Torah, yet again, reminds us that "we knew the soul of the convert." The word nefesh (soul) in 
that verse exclaims that we knew how it felt. In as much that we suffered a physical slavery in the hands of the Egyptians, it 
was an emotional/mental slavery above all.

In ending, I echo the words of the Rabenu Bechaye when he imparts his message to all the victims of bullying and 
oppression. God is with you. God will take vengeance for your abuse. God will defend you and fight your battle. God will 
have mercy on you like he had mercy on the Jewish people who were BULLIED in Egypt. Never give up. And to the 
offender, the Torah stuck a memo on your desk for you to see, "Remember where you came from."

May we merit to treat everyone the way we wish to be treated so that bullying see its end once and for all.

Shabbat Shalom.

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your 
family, please contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

The unveiling of Mr. Jean Aronovici z”l, father of our 
dear member Mrs. Denise Elmaleh, will take place at 
Pardes Shalom Cemetery, Petah Tikva section, on 
Sunday March 5, 2017 at 10:30 am. This date will also 
mark the first anniversary of his passing. 

Please join us after the service at Leon & Denise's home 
at 72 Millersgrove Drive. 

May Hashem always unite us only for celebrations. 

UNVEILING




