
Samuel Korman ל”ז 25 Shvat / Tuesday February 21
Sarah Ruth Michael ל”ז 25 Shvat / Tuesday February 21
Anna Hakoun ל”ז 26 Shvat / Wednesday February 22
Victor Haim Benisty ל”ז 27 Shvat / Thursday February 23
Shimon Reboh ל”ז 28 Shvat / Friday February 24

Nahalot for next week
Claude Yahia Ayache ל”ז 1 Adar/ February 27
Isaac Nahmias ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Isaac Medina ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Albert Benzacar ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Chaya Nacson ל”ז 2 Adar/ February 28
Yosef Anidjar ל”ז 4 Adar / March 2
Shimon Mashiah ל”ז 4 Adar / March 2
Rachel Nacson ל”ז 5 Adar / March 3

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Abir Yaakob 
Congregation in honour of the Youth Minyan leading 
morning Tefillot this Shabbat.
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Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue
Shabbat Yitro ורתי תשרפ   

February 18, 2017 - 22 Shvat 5777
Perasha page 394, Haftara page 1154 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim  5:20 pm םירישה ריׁש    
Minha 5:35 pm החנמ              
Kabalat Shabbat 5:50 pm תבׁש תלבק       
Candle Lighting 5:33 pm               תורנ תקלדה  
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:10 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 7:12 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש            
Latest Shema 9:16 am עמש  
Tehilim 4:35 pm םילהת            
Minha 5:05 pm החנמ              
Shekia 5:52 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 6:36 pm בוט עובׁש         

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim

Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש
Vatikin 6:30 am ןיקיתו      
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ  
Kebuim 9:00 am םיעובק      

Shaharit Weekdays תירחׁש
 Vatikin 6:30 am ןיקיתו      
Makdimim 6:45 am םימידקמ   
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק     
Minha 5:40 pm         החנמ
Arbit 6:20 pm                תיברע

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday February 24, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 5:30 pm  (Candle Lighting 5:42 pm)

SPONSORSHIPSNAHALOT

Please remember to send any mazal tob, condolence, or 
other messages to note in the bulletin to our new 
Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff. Jennifer’s e-mail 
address is jennifer@kehilacentre.com, and her phone 
number is 905-669-7654 x 253. The deadline for 
submitting an item to be included is Wednesday at 
5:00 pm.

Please also contact Jennifer if you wish to sponsor 
Kiddush, Seudah Shelishit or other event.

MEMBER REMINDERS

This week the Youth Minyan is going to lead Shaharit in the main shul. Everone is encouraged to participate in the 
Tefilla with them. The Aseret Hadiberot are part of this week's Torah reading and it is imperative that you remain 
quiet during the Torah reading so that everyone can hear them.



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Avot U’Banim -  Saturday Night at 7:45 pm
In conjunction with Kollel Yismah Moshe, Abir Yaakob conducts a Father-
Son learning program this Motsae Shabbat at 7:45 pm. In addition to the 
learning of Torah, the boys get to learn Sephardic piyutim (songs), and hear 
a story from Rabbi Kadoch. It culminates with food and prizes. Skating 
following the learning. Sponsorship opportunities available at $150 and 
$250. Please contact Rabbi Kadoch for more information. This week’s 
session is sponsored by the Azulay Family. Please note that this is the last 
session for the season.

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit)
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 am for a special 
breakfast and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. For more information 
please contact Hacham Assayag.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with HaCham Assayag one hour 
before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy 
a learning session followed by an intense game of 
basketball. Every Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. 
Special activities and trips take place bi-monthly. For more 
information, contact Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson in 
person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm
Join Hacham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion 
on deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, contact 
Max Benetar in person.

  Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
  Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your   
friends from all schools!Every Wednesday we'll be meeting  
in the Red Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and  
prizes, followed by our own basketball league in the gym!   
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


Insights on the Torah by HaCham Amram Assayag

Shabbat Yitro 

QUESTION: Why are we accustomed to stand up at the moment of reading of the Ten Commandments? 

ANSWER: This custom has been reason for great controversy in the rabbinic response. The Gemara in Berachot relates to 
us the following: The Hachamim wanted to establish that Aseret Hadiberot be read every day in the prayers of the morning 
as other perashiyot are read. After serious consideration, the Hachamim decided that it would not be beneficial to 
incorporate the Ten Commandments into a daily reciting. This, they thought, would create confusion in the people leading 
them to think that only the Ten Commandments are important to be fulfilled and not the rest of the Torah. Thus, meaning to 
say that only ten Misvot that compose the Aseret Hadiberot must be kept and the remaining Misvot of the 613 are either 
optional or totally unnecessary. 

Rebbi Moshe Ben Maimon, the Rambam, considers the words of this Gemara as a major reason to prohibit the standing up 
of the congregation at the time of the reading of the Ten Commandments. The Rambam holds that here also if people would 
only stand up for Aseret Hadiberot, they would be confused and be led to think that the Aseret Hadiberot is the real Torah 
and the rest of the Misvot do not have to be kept. Thus, in his view, it is forbidden to stand up for Aseret Hadiberot. 

On the other hand, we find Rebbi Haim Yosef David Azulay, Rab Hida, who justifies the custom of those congregations that 
stand up for Aseret Hadiberot. The reason he gives is that being that every Shabbat the Torah is read in its order, there is no 
reason to believe that only the Ten Commandments are important and the rest is optional since it is read as well. 
Nevertheless, the Ten Commandments were given at the time of the revelation of Hashem to the nation and that is why we 
stand up. The same cannot be said for establishing Aseret Hadiberot in the Tefilla, which is in reality taking only one portion 
of the Torah and making it above the rest of the Torah.

This controversy continues even in our days and much is  find in contemporary rabbinic response. Among them Rebbi 
Obadia Yosef who strongly upholds the decision of the Rambam and considers that no community should stand up for 
Aseret Hadiberot. In trying to understand the Rab Hida, he is of the opinion that Rab Hida had not seen the words of the 
Rambam otherwise he wouldn’t have held contrary to the Rambam.  As proof of that, he brings down words from the Rab 
Hida where he states that had Rebbi Yosef Care seen the position of the Rambam of certain matters, Rebbi Yosef Caro 
himself would have followed the opinion of the Rambam. 

Being that this Minhag is one of the controversy it is difficult to answer the question asked as we don’t know why the 
custom was established, the most we are able to make out is that there may be some justification to the custom.

Upcoming Events at Abir Yaakob

Youth Minyan-Led Shabbat Services
Please join us in in the main Sanctuary this Shabbat, February 18 at     8:30 am as the Youth Minyan conducts 
Shabbat morning services. The Youth Minyan meets to engage our teens and pre-teens in a lively teen-led 
services.  This is an incredible opportunity for our teens to read from the Torah, lead services in our Sephardic 
tradition, share Divrei Torah, have a positive shul experience and be empowered to take greater ownership of their 
Tefilla. The regular Youth Minyan begins at 9:30 am on Shabbat and concludes with its own special kiddush.



 

Shiur Bites               By Rabbi David Kadoch
" ומע לארשילו השמל םיהולא השע רשא לכ תא...ורתי עמשיו "

"And Yitro heard...all that God did to Moshe and to Israel His nation."

It is well accepted that after hearing about splitting of the sea and the incredible victory over Amalek, Yitro decided to 
join the Jewish nation. I was always left to wonder why it was only Yitro who decided to convert. Surely, the entire 
world heard about the miracles that God performed for the Jews during the Exodus. We are all aware of the Midrash 
where all the waters in the world split when the sea divided itself for the Jews to pass. In that case, what made Yitro 
different? What was the deciding factor in his decision to join the holiest nation on Earth? 

I think the answer comes from a different problem found in this pasuk. The pasuk explains that Yitro "heard all that 
God did for Moshe and for Israel His nation.” What exactly did God do for Moshe more than the rest of the people? 
Was there something I missed? Moshe was God's messenger, of course, but as a whole, he was just part of the 
nation.

Rashi quotes a Midrash which equated Moshe to the entire Jewish people. However, I would like to share with you 
the words of the Rashbam who provides us with a beautiful novelty.

The Rashbam explains that Par'oh never once wished to harm Moshe personally throughout the entire episode of the 
Exodus. Imagine that you are the King of Egypt. Your nation is getting bombarded with the worst plagues imaginable. 
To makes things worse, every few weeks, enters this man, the leader of the enemy, into your house to warn you 
about what is to happen. Any normal human being would immediately detain this individual, lock him up in solitary 
confinement and make him suffer the most miserable torture imaginable. But Par'oh doesn't touch him. He lets him 
walk out as if nothing happened. This is what Yitro heard. He heard about what God did to Moshe; by allowing to 
escape unscathed. 

Now we can answer the first question we had. Believe it or not, it wasn't the splitting of the sea or Amalek's war which 
caused the spiritual turnaround of Yitro. That was secondary. The decisive factor was what God did to Moshe. Yitro 
witnessed Divine protection at its best. Yitro saw that when a person fulfills the wishes and commands of God and 
His Torah, nothing can get in his way. It's a protection we wish to receive everyday of our own lives. Yitro teaches us 
that it's not about the grand moments that make a person change but rather it's the subtle things that take place 
behind the scenes which inspire us to become great people. 

Shabbat Shalom.

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your 
family, please contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.


