
Shabbat Shalom 
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Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 

Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 

Executive Vice President 
Maurice Benzacar 

Shabbat Vayigash  ויגש úùøô    
Shabbat January 7th, 2017, ז"ò ט טבת תש  / 9 Tebet 5777

Perasha Page 250, Haftara 1144 in Artscroll

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Mazal Tob 
Mazal Tob to Jordana and Gal Ben Haim on their marriage in Israel 

Proud Parents: Max and Anita Benatar, Tamar and Rachel Ben Haim 

Proud Grandparents: Messod and Luisa Assayag, Zahava Maimon and Shalom and Sarah Ben Haim

Kiddush 
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by The Kiddush Group. Everyone is welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 
Please join us for Seuda Sheishit after Minha. Everyone is welcome. 

Nahalot 
Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ   10 Tebet/ Sunday January 8th

Dina Zaboulan ì"æ, Moise Nahmany ì"æ   11 Tebet/ Monday January 9th

Yoel Malinowicz ì"æ, Armando Essebag ì"æ, Iech Elmaleh ì"æ   12 Tebet/ Tuesday January 10th

Jack Brodsky ì"æ   13 Tebet/ Wednesday January 11th

Shlomo Esses ì"æ   14 Tebet/ Thursday January 12th

Nahalot for the following week 

Simon Elfassy ì"æ   17 Tebet/ Sunday January 15th

Abraham Medina ì"æ   19 Tebet/ Tuesday January 17th

Jacob Bendayan ì"æ   20 Tebet/ Wednesday January 18th

Rivka Sara Pinto-Senechal ì"æ   22 Tebet/ Friday January 20th

Condolences 
It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of Mr. Yaakob Roditi Gulersen ì"æ in Turkey,

father of our dear friend and member Mr. Ovadia Gulersen. Our sincere condolences to the family. 

May Hashem console the entire family and may his neshama rest in Gan Eden, Amen. 

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 4:25 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 4:40 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 4:55 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:38 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:45 p.m.                                 

äçðî  Minha 4:15 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends 5:45 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday January 13th, 2017 

Shir Hashirim 4:35 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:46 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

 úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha  4:45 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit  5:25 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:51 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:32 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:57 pm



 

 

 

Asara B’Tebet 

The fast of Asara B’Tebet will take placed this Sunday January 8th 
 

Kiddush Group 

Due to the generosity of some members during Simchat Torah last year, our Kiddush Club was well funded and we had the 

pleasure of enjoying wonderful kiddushim all this time. 

Shabbat Kiddush is a wonderful opportunity for us to connect with our friends, meet new members and enjoy great food!  

The fund that was started last year is now near depletion.  

Please help us continue this wonderful tradition by becoming a Kiddush Club Sponsor.   

Please contact the office at 905-669-7654 ext. 253 or maurice@kehilacentre.com 
 

Get Involved! 

The Kehila is looking to hire  young men or women during the winter break to assist in up-dating our database information, 

please contact Isaac Cohen.  

The Sephardic Kehila Centre is delighted to announce the formation of Brotherhood and Sisterhood committees and are  

inviting you to join! This is your chance to develop programs and fundraising events that will enhance the Kehila experience.  

For more information, please contact the office at 905-669-7654 ext 253 or email maurice@kehilacentre.com 
 

Bnei Akiva  

A reminder that Bnei Akiva is restarts this week, 20 minutes after Mincha until the end of Shabbat: 
Keep a look out for the Bnei Akiva bulletin in the shul showing future programming! 

 

Abir Yaakob News 

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Avot U'Banim - Saturday Nights at 7pm 

Avot U'Banim will be postponed this week  

 

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10AM (following Shaharit) 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10AM for a special 

breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9AM. For more information contact Hacham Assayag. 

 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

immediately after Arbit. 

 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 

p.m. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a learning 

session followed by an intense game of basketball.  

Every Thursday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take 

place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or Isaac 

Nacson. 

 

Ladies Shiur - Wednesdays at 8pm 

Parashat HaShavua, Halacha and more. Ladies are invited to join Rabbi 

Kadoch every Wednesday at 8pm for an hour of Torah learning and 

discussion. For more information or for email reminders, contact  

Rabbi Kadoch at davkadoch@gmail.com    

 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9pm 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on 

deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. Refreshments to 

be served. For more information contact Max Benatar. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

In-House Kehila Girls Shabbaton - Grades 6-8 - January 20-22 

Kehila Girls between Grades 6-8 are invited for an exciting in-house 

Shabbaton at the SKC. You will enjoy two delicious Shabbat meals with 

fun and games followed by a Motsae Shabbat activity and 

a Sunday RAPTORS GAME! To sign up, contact Rabbi Kadoch 

by December 24th 2017.  Cost $100/$120 (non-member) 
 

Bakashot are back!  Saturday January 21st  

@ Magen David 8-10pm 

Everyone is welcome to a night of musical liturgy and Moroccan treats 

as our own Rabbi David Kadoch and Hazan Aviv Ouanounou lead the 

Bakashot of Parashat Vayehi. Abir Yaakob will host Bakashot Shabbat 

Zachor on Saturday March 4th. 
 

In-House Kehila Boys Shabbaton - Grades 5-8 - January 27-29 

Kehila Boys between Grades 5-8 are invited for an exciting in-house 

Shabbaton at the SKC. You will enjoy two delicious Shabbat meals with 

fun and games followed by a Motsae Shabbat activity and 

a Sunday RAPTORS GAME! To sign up, contact Rabbi Kadoch 

by January 1st 2017. Cost $100/$120 (non-member) 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please call 

Maurice Benzacar at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253 or e-mail maurice@kehilacentre.com 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



Insights on the Torah 

By Haham Amram Assayag 
 äøåúä ìò  úåðåéòø 

 

 

 

Vayigash 

Yehuda, confronted by the verdict decreed by Yosef, to have Binyamin remain in Egypt as a slave for stealing his precious cup, decides to 

affront Yosef. In his conversation, he retells the sequence of events, putting emphasis on the fact that all these appear to have been planned 

carefully.  At the same time, Yehuda explains to Yosef, the serious consequences which could result and which would particularly affect the 

very life of Yaakob, were Binyamin not to return with the rest of his brothers.  He also reminds him that he has personally guaranteed the 

safe return of Binyamin, and begs him to take him as a slave instead of Binyamin, to avoid the bad that could overcome Yaakob. 

Yosef, unable to restrain himself any longer, orders all his ministers out of his presence and proceeds to weep as making himself known to 

his brothers.  Upon hearing the news that he is Yosef the brothers are unable to react.  Yosef then inquires about his father’s health and 

requests that they come close while asking them not to be grieved or angry with themselves for having sold him to Egypt.  It is Hashem, and 

not them, who has sent him to preserve them a posterity in earth.  Consequently, they must quickly return to Yaakob to inform him that 

Yosef is still alive and to tell him of all Yosef’s glory in Egypt.  Yosef kisses Binyamin and his brothers with great emotion and tears. Once 

Par’oh learns of the news he immediately supplies them with chariots to bring over the family, inviting them to settle in the best region of 

Egypt.  Yosef parts from his brothers, sending gifts and food for Yaakob and his family. Upon arriving to Canaan, Yaakob’s sons inform him 

that Yosef is indeed alive and he is governor over the land of Egypt, which caused his heart to faint, until he sees the chariots Yosef sent and 

his spirit is revived. 

Yaakob takes his journey, arrives in Beer Sheba and offers sacrifices to Hashem, who appears to him assuring him not to fear to go down to 

Egypt, for there he shall make him into a great nation. At the same time, He promises him to go down with him to Egypt and he shall also 

bring him up again. It is then, that Yaakob and his descendants counting seventy souls, travel and approach Egypt. Yosef goes out to wel-

come them, and upon seeing his father, they embrace each other and they kiss and cry from happiness. Yosef goes to Par’oh with five of his 

brothers and informs him that his family arrived and they all are shepherds and they would like to live in the land of Goshen. Par’oh indi-

cates to Yosef, that the land is before him and his family may settle in Goshen if they so wish. At the same time, Par’oh proposes that they 

be the official shepherds of the king’s cattle. Yaakob visits Par’oh, greets him and speaks about the age and life of Yaakob, who blesses him 

before leaving. Yosef settles and nourishes his father and brothers and gives them possession of the better land of Egypt, the land of Raam-

ses. The famine of Egypt gets to be very sore, and the population of Egypt and Canaan who purchased food from Yosef, found themselves 

penniless. They came before Yosef, begging that something be arranged so they can have grain and not die from hunger. Yosef suggest 

that they buy grain with their cattle as payment, which takes effect for a full year. When the cattle was no longer in their possession they 

returned to Yosef, this time giving themselves as slaves to Par’oh and giving over their land and kingdom, for bread. So Yosef acquired all 

the lands of Egypt for Par’oh besides the land of the priests. It is then that Yosef gave seed to the nation for food and for sowing the land, 

imposing as a perpetual law, that the fifth part of the product of the land belongs to Par’oh. Yaakob and his children dwell in the land of 

Goshen, having possession therein, and grew and multiplied. 

"And Dan's son was Chushim." 

Why did Dan only have one child unlike the rest of his broth-

ers? Was there a specific reason? Furthermore, Chushim was 

deaf. Not only was he limited to one son, he could not hear 

as well. Here's the underlying story happening behind the 

scenes: 

When Dan's wife gave birth to her son, he was stillborn; in 

fact, there were no hands, feet or head. In addition to this 

tragedy, there was no spirit or soul...in other words, there 

wasn't really much of a child at the time of birth. Dan was 

extremely upset and went to his father, Yaakov, downtrod-

den. Dan explained to him that his wife gave birth to "a piece 

of flesh" with no life. Yaakov requested to bring it near him 

and place it on a plank of wood. Yaakov saw with Ruach Ha-

Kodesh that this boy carried sparks of David HaMelech who 

was the forefather of Mashiach and to which 70 years was 

given to him from Adam HaRishon. (When Adam HaRishon 

sinned, 70 years were taken from his life and given to  

David.)  

At this point, Yaakov prays to God and says "Master of the 

World, if this boy has no years to his life, give him 70 years 

from the life of Adam." And so it was. God gave him a head, 

eyes, a nose, hands and feet. As Yaakov continued to pray, 

God completed his 248 limbs and 365 sinews that make up a 

human being. 

Unfortunately, Yaakov forgot to pray for the ability to hear. 

The reason is that this boy, who carried sparks of David  

 

 

 

HaMelech, who took years from Adam HaRishon, was not 

able to hear because Adam sinned with his ears by listen-

ing to his wife and not to God. That is why this boy was 

called Chushim, for "chush" in Hebrew means "sensitivity to 

hearing." 

After this traumatizing experience, Dan and his wife were 

scared to have another child so they prayed that they should 

not bear anymore children. Their prayer came true. 

The good news is that in the future Hashem will give to 

Chushim, Dan's son, an ability to hear more than any other 

person on Earth, since he carries the sparks of Mashiach. The 

letters of Chushim  חשים are the same letters as Mashiach משיח 

.The proof is in the name. 

May none of us experience the trauma that Dan and his wife 

experienced. We must understand and truly internalize that 

every child is special beyond belief, no matter their deficien-

cies or disabilities. Every child has a spark of godliness glim-

mering inside and it's a shame to think otherwise. A child 

that suffers from a sickness or physical deformity is usually 

the one that shines above the rest; one who proves to the 

world that anything is possible and becomes a source of in-

spiration to all those around him/her. 

Funny...those  traits are similar to those of Mashiach.  

Coincidence? I think not. 

Shabbat Shalom. 
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January 3, 2017 

Dear Members and Friends of the Sephardic Kehila Centre, 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

On behalf of Haham Amram Assayag and the Board of Directors, I announce 
the retirement of our dear friend, Mr. Maurice Benzacar, effective January 31, 
2017. Since the inauguration of the Sephardic Kehila Centre in September 
1997, Maurice has diligently served as our Executive Vice- President. 

Working alongside Mr. Jacques Benquesus, our Founding President, and 
Haham Arnram Assayag, Maurice was instrumental in the creation of our 
beloved Kehila Centre and its successful operation for the past 20 years. 

Sixty years ago, in 1957, Maurice, his wife Elise and infant son, Jimmy, 
emigrated from Casablanca to Toronto and since that time, they and their four 
children - Jimmy, Raquel, Rita, Jack and their respective families - have 
greatly enhanced our community and city. Maurice has tirelessly assisted 
countless Jews of all backgrounds to build new lives in Canada while 
concurrently devoting his time and energy to the development and preservation 
of our precious Sephardic heritage. 

Maurice's legendary involvement with JIAS (Jewish Immigrant Aid Service) 
began with his contributions as a layperson, and soon after, he was appointed 
the organization's Director of Settlement, a position he proudly held for over 
30 years. Throughout this time, he combined his determination to make every 
Jew's arrival a positive experience with his first-hand knowledge of 
the seemingly insurmountable difficulties that confront all newcomers. 

His management of over 30,000 immigrants from North Africa, Eastern 
Europe, Russia and other countries was extraordinary. His continuous 
assistance included providing financial support, finding suitable homes, 
schools and communities, securing jobs, and ensuring that Jews of all ages 
were comfortably integrated into their respective communities. Because 
Maurice felt personally responsible for every person, he nurtured strong 
personal bonds that have spanned generations and still exist today. 
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As well, Maurice and Elise understood the vital need to build and maintain our 
treasured Sephardic culture and consequently, they were involved with 
numerous committees and boards devoted to accomplishing this goal. From 
being part of the first Sephardic minyan at the Spadina/ Bloor YMHA in the 

late 1950s, to founding Magen David Congregation in 1957, to establishing 
The Joe Dwek Ohr Haemet Sephardic School in 1975, to the completion of the 
Sephardic Kehila Centre in 1997 ... Maurice and Elise were always there. 

Over the past 20 years, Maurice's selfless commitment to the needs of our 
members and support staff - as well as the financial well-being of our Kehila 
Centre - is beyond description. Words cannot express his outstanding 
contributions and our deep appreciation! 

The Board of Directors and everyone associated with our Kehila and 
community know that we can always rely on Maurice Benzacar to share his 
extensive knowledge and offer his sage assistance that he has so generously 
provided for the past six decades. 

We wish Maurice and Elise much health, happiness and success for 120 years, 

and may they continue to go from strength to strength. Amen. 

Sincerely, 

Sephardic Educational Foundation of Toronto 

Meyer Keslassy 
President 
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