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Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Kiddush 
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by Abir Yaakob Congregation in honour of the festival of 

Hanukkah 

Everyone is welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Dr. Paul Senechal in loving memory of his Grandmother 

Mrs. Leah Nunes ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome. 

Nahalot 
Leah Nunes ì"æ   2 Tebet/ Shabat December 31st

Georgette Zahra Keslassy ì"æ, Clara Ohayon ì"æ  3 Tebet/ Sunday January 1st

Abraham Nahon ì"æ   4 Tebet/ Monday January 2nd

Yaacob Totah ì"æ, Yosef Mouyal ì"æ, Alan Marvin Krane ì"æ   5 Tebet/ Tuesday January 3rd

Nahalot for the following week 

Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ   10 Tebet/ Sunday January 8th

Dina Zaboulan ì"æ, Moise Nahmany ì"æ   11 Tebet/ Monday January 9th

Yoel Malinowicz ì"æ, Armando Essebag ì"æ, Iech Elmaleh ì"æ   12 Tebet/ Tuesday January 10th

Jack Brodsky ì"æ   13 Tebet/ Wednesday January 11th 

Shlomo Esses ì"æ   14 Tebet/ Thursday January 12th 

Dear Members.. 

December 31st is the final date for the Synagogue office to receive payments for donations and 

issue a tax receipt for the 2016 year .Please call the office now to pay your outstanding pledges 

before the end of the year.  If you have already paid your balance, we wish to thank you for all 

your continuous support. 

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 4:20 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 4:35 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 4:50 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:32 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:35 p.m.                                 

äçðî  Minha 4:05 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends 5:39 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday January 6th, 2017 

Shir Hashirim 4:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:38 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

 úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha  4:35 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit  5:15 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:52 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:30 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:50 pm



 

 

 

Kiddush Group 

Due to the generosity of some members during Simchat Torah last year, our Kiddush Club was well funded and we had the 

pleasure of enjoying wonderful kiddushim all this time. 

Shabbat Kiddush is a wonderful opportunity for us to connect with our friends, meet new members and enjoy great food!  

The fund that was started last year is now near depletion.  

Please help us continue this wonderful tradition by becoming a Kiddush Club Sponsor.   

Please contact the office at 905-669-7654 ext. 253 or maurice@kehilacentre.com 
 

Get Involved! 

The Kehila is looking to hire  young men or women during the winter break to assist in up-dating our database information, 

please contact Isaac Cohen.  

The Sephardic Kehila Centre is delighted to announce the formation of Brotherhood and Sisterhood committees and are invit-

ing you to join! This is your chance to develop programs and fundraising events that will enhance the Kehila experience.  

For more information, please contact the office at 905-669-7654 ext 253 or email maurice@kehilacentre.com 
 

Bnei Akiva  

A reminder that Bnei Akiva is on Winter Break now. We’ll be back on January 7! 

Keep a look out for the Bnei Akiva bulletin in the shul showing future programming! 

Visit to Cedervale 

Abir Yaakob News 

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Avot U'Banim - Saturday Nights at 7pm 

Avot U'Banim will be postponed this week  

 

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10AM (following Shaharit) 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10AM for a special 

breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9AM. For more information contact Hacham Assayag. 

 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

immediately after Arbit. 

 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 

p.m. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

 

Night Yeshiva - Thursday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a learning 

session followed by an intense game of basketball. Eve-

ry Thursday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take place 

bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or Isaac 

Nacson. 

 

Ladies Shiur - Wednesdays at 8pm 

Parashat HaShavua, Halacha and more. Ladies are invited to join Rabbi 

Kadoch every Wednesday at 8pm for an hour of Torah learning and 

discussion. For more information or for email reminders, contact  

Rabbi Kadoch at davkadoch@gmail.com    

 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9pm 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on 

deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. Refreshments to 

be served. For more information contact Max Benatar. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Oneg Shabbat - Friday December 30th 

The entire Kahal Kadosh is invited to the house of Haham Amram and 

Rabbanit Shoshana Assayag for an Oneg Shabbat in celebration of 

Hanukah. Divre Torah, singing and good conversation will accompany 

delicious treats. Friday December 30th from 8pm-10pm.  

Hope to see you there! (To host an Oneg Shabbat this winter, please 

contact Rabbi Kadoch) 
 

In-House Kehila Girls Shabbaton - Grades 6-8 - January 20-22 

Kehila Girls between Grades 6-8 are invited for an exciting in-house 

Shabbaton at the SKC. You will enjoy two delicious Shabbat meals with 

fun and games followed by a Motsae Shabbat activity and 

a Sunday RAPTORS GAME! To sign up, contact Rabbi Kadoch 

by December 24th 2017.  Cost $100/$120 (non-member) 
 

Bakashot are back!  Saturday January 21st  

@ Magen David 8-10pm 

Everyone is welcome to a night of musical liturgy and Moroccan treats 

as our own Rabbi David Kadoch and Hazan Aviv Ouanounou lead the 

Bakashot of Parashat Vayehi. Abir Yaakob will host Bakashot Shabbat 

Zachor on Saturday March 4th. 
 

In-House Kehila Boys Shabbaton - Grades 5-8 - January 27-29 

Kehila Boys between Grades 5-8 are invited for an exciting in-house 

Shabbaton at the SKC. You will enjoy two delicious Shabbat meals with 

fun and games followed by a Motsae Shabbat activity and 

a Sunday RAPTORS GAME! To sign up, contact Rabbi Kadoch 

by January 1st 2017. Cost $100/$120 (non-member) 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please call 

Maurice Benzacar at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253 or e-mail maurice@kehilacentre.com 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



Visit to Cedervale 

 

As part of the Mimi’s Hanuka light project, helping those members in our community light their Hanuka and 

bring them joy, we have joined together this past week to visit one of our celebrated  

members, Mr. Solly Levy at the Cedervale Retirement home.. 

Insights on the Torah 

By Haham Amram Assayag 
 äøåúä ìò  úåðåéòø 

 

 

 

 

Shabat Hanuka Miketz 

Hanuka is celebrated for eight days to commemorate the miracle of the oil.  All that was left of the pure oil after the Syrian-Greek desecra-

tions was a one-day supply, but it burned miraculously for eight days, until a fresh supply became available. In one of the most famous 

questions in Rabbinic literature, Rebbi Yosef Karo (Orah Chaim 670) raises a basic difficulty with this reason: 

QUESTION: Since the untainted jug contained enough oil to burn naturally for one night, nothing miraculous happened on the first night 

that the Cohanim kindled the Menorah. Since the miraculous nature of the burning was only on the following seven days. Why do we cele-

brate eight days? Rebbi Yosef Karo himself offered three possible answers, among the numerous other interpretations of Hahamim down 

through the years. The following is a sampling of such answers, beginning with the three of Rebbi Yosef Karo.  

ANSWERS: 

1. Had the Cohanim used all the oil on the first night, they would have been forced to leave the Menorah unlit for the following week. In-

stead, they decided to use one eighth of the oil each night until they could obtain a new supply. But instead of the flames going out during 

the night, the Menorah remained lit until morning, as if its cups had been filled with oil. Thus, a miracle occurred every night (Rebbi Yosef 

Karo). 

2. After they filled all the cups of the Menorah, the Cohanim found that a miracle had happened – the jug of oil had remained brimful (Rebbi 

Yosef Karo). 

3. In a variation of the previous answer, Rebbi Yosef Karo suggests that each morning the Cohanim found that the cups of the Menorah 

were still full of oil, even after having burned all night (Rebbi Yosef Karo). 

4. Zohar states a principle that Hashem performs a miracle only on something that already exists in some measure; thus, for example, a 

partially filled jar can become full miraculously but Hashem does not fill a jar that is totally empty. According to this rule, we must assume 

that after the first night’s burning, some oil had to be left, despite the fact that it had burned for the full duration. The first day’s miracle 

was that this remnant remained. On the succeeding days, this remnant burned for a full night (Turey Zahab). 

5. True, the miracle of the oil did not begin until the second day and lasted for lonely seven days, but the Sages designated the first day of 

Hanukah as a festival in commemoration of the miraculous victory over the massive Syrian-Greek legions (Peri Hadash). 

Rav Avraham Gombiner, more commonly known as the Magen Av-

raham writes in his commentary to Shulchan Aruch that there is a 

widespread custom on Hanukah for the poor people to collect funds 

for charity and people should give to their cause(s). Over the years 

many people have written different reasons why Hanukah differs 

from other times of the year. Here's one explanation from the book 

"Or LaShamayim." 

There is a discussion in the Talmud as to which side of the door 

should one place the candles; left side or right? The final Halacha is 

like the Amora Shmuel who states that Hanukah candles should be 

on the left side of the door, opposite the Mezuza which is on the 

right. 

The words  מזוזה ימין-  begin with the letters מי  .While the letters of 

 Together, they.  חש end with חנוכה שמאל 

stand for the acronym of משיח  (Mashiach). 

However, the  מי is actually quite far from 

the  חשsince they are on opposite sides of 

the doorway. Therefore on Hanukah, the custom is to practice the 

mitzvah of Tzedakah, which, according to the Talmud helps bring 

the final redemption closer. Hence, when the poor person is stand-

ing in the doorway, and the owner of the house provides him with 

charity, he brings together the "right and the left" - - the  מיand the  חש

to bring the Mashiach speedily. 

In fact, nothing in life isn't found in the Torah. When you look at the 

pasuk which describes the sin which comes upon a Jew if he is to 

refuse his brother who asks for charity, hins to us holiday of Chanu-

kah. יה בך חטא" האל ה' ו ך, וקרא עליוולא תתן ל ןיך האביוחורעה עינך בא-  Every 8th 

letter beginning from the 1st "chet" spells  חנוכה .Unbelievable! 

Hanukah Sameah and Shabbat Shalom. 

 



 

 

 

 

Hanukah: Lighting When Traveling 

 

The Shulhan Aruch, in Siman 677, brings down an interesting Halacha regarding someone who was away from home on Chanukah. In 

general, a person away from home is included in the lighting done by his wife at home, and is therefore exempt from lighting himself. 

However, Maran rules that the exception is when someone travels to place inhabited solely by non-Jews, where he will not have the 

opportunity to see a lit Menorah. In such a case, he must light with a Beracha, to be able to see a Menorah. However, the Mishna Beru-

ra (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin, 1839-1933) does not fully accept Maran's novel ruling and says that one should light without a 

Beracha in such a case. Nevertheless, Hacham Ovadia (Hazon Ovadia Hanukah) upholds Maran's ruling to light with a Beracha. 

 

Hacham Bension discusses a case in which a family is invited to eat the Friday night meal at their parent's house and then returns to 

their own home to sleep. He establishes a rule per which it depends where they will be at the time of "Plag HaMinha"-the earliest pos-

sible time to light. If they are still in their own home at that time, they must light in their house, whereas if they leave early and arrive 

at their parent's home before "Plag HaMinha," they must light there. This applies to Mosa'eh Shabbat as well. If someone was a guest 

on Shabbat but is returning home immediately after Shabbat, he should light at home. If he stays with his host into Mosa'eh Shabbat 

for Melaveh Malka, he should light at his host's home. In general, Hacham Bension advises that on Hanukah, one should avoid travel-

ing from his home between "Plag HaMinha" and "Alot HaShahar" (From mid-afternoon until dawn the next day). This way he avoids a 

debacle as to where he should light.  

 

SUMMARY 

A person away from home, in a place with no other Jews lighting a Menorah, must light his own Menorah 

with a Beracha, even though his wife lit on his behalf at home. If one eats Friday night away from home, the 

place he lights is determined by where he was at "Plag HaMinha." In general, one should avoid traveling on 

Hanukah between the time of "Plag HaMinha" and "Alot HaShahar." 

 

 

 

Parashat Miketz: The Positive Effects of Positive Thinking 

In Parashat Miketz we read about Yosef’s rise to the powerful position of second-in-command in Egypt. He marries and has two chil-

dren, the second of which he names “Menashe,” which stems from the root “N.Sh.E.” – “forget.” As the Torah explains, this name com-

memorates the fact that “G-d has made me forget all my travails and all my father’s home” (41:51). Surprisingly, Yosef celebrates the 

fact that he “forgot” his family.  

 

We must wonder, did Yosef really forget about his grieving father? Surely, he realized that his father, who loved him dearly, was 

mourning his presumed death. Could we imagine Yosef being so insensitive as to forget about his father, and even celebrate his emo-

tional detachment from Yaakob? 

 

Earlier, in Parashat Vayesheb (37:35), we read that Yaakob was inconsolable after seeing Yosef’s bloodstained cloak, which seemed to 

indicate that Yosef was killed. Even after months and years passed, Yaakov was still pained and grieved. Our Sages explain that G-d 

embedded within human nature the capacity to forget and move on after a loved one’s passing. The pain gradually subsides, and alt-

hough one will always feel the void in his life, nevertheless, has the power to forget so he can pick himself up and recover from the 

devastation of the loss. However, this applies only if the beloved family member actually died. In Yosef’s case, Yaakob assumed that 

he had died, but in truth, he was alive. Therefore, the pain did not subside. Yaakob found no comfort, and so he continued mourning 

and was incapable of experiencing any consolation. 

 

Yosef was aware of his father’s inconsolable grief, and so he sought to help, even as he lived far away in Egypt. Yosef knew a powerful 

secret of which we should all be aware, namely, that our thoughts about other people have an effect on their thoughts about us. If we 

think positively about a certain person, this will impact upon their perception of us, and they will think of us positively and fondly. 

Thus, for example, when Ribka sent Yaakob away from home to flee from Esav, who wanted to kill him, she told Yaakob to remain 

away from Eretz Yisrael “Ad Shub Af Ahicha Mimecha” (literally, “until your brother’s anger subsides from you” – 27:45). This has been 

explained to mean that when Esav’s anger would subside, Yaakob would feel it. When Yaakob would begin experiencing positive feel-

ings towards Esav, this would indicate to him that Esav felt positively towards him. Hashem created the world in such a way that even 

when people are situated far away from one another, their feelings about one another have a mutual effect.  

 

Yosef sought to utilize this power in order to help his grieving father. Yosef decided that he would try to forget about Yaakob, and 

this, in turn, would cause Yaakob to forget about him, so he could experience a degree of comfort and solace. 

 

The practical lesson for us is to always be mindful of the extraordinary power of positive feelings. When we have reason to feel resent-

ful towards a person, our instinct is to focus on our negative feelings and allow that negativity to grow and fester. We must oppose 

this natural tendency and do just the opposite – harbor positive, fond feelings towards that individual. As counterintuitive as such a 

response is, this will ultimately be to our benefit, as these positive feelings will profoundly affect that other person’s mindset and trig-

ger positive feelings and fondness towards us 

Halacha Corner 
äëìä úðéô By Rabbi Eli Mansour 


