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Chief Rabbi 
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Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
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Kiddush 
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy and Simona Kadoch in honour of the 

Siyum Hashas, the completion of the Talmud. 

Everyone is welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 
Please join us for Seuda Shelishit after Minha 

Everyone is welcome. 

Nahalot 
Samuel Cohen ì"æ  26 Heshvan/ Sunday November 27th

Zahara Chaya Mesoda “Gisele” Amar ì"æ, Solika Elfassy ì"æ  2 Kislev/ Friday December 2nd

Nahalot for the following week 

Rica Assayag Saraga ì"æ, Perla Beniluz ì"æ, Joseph Assayag ì"æ  3 Kislev/ Shabat December 3rd

Racquel Benhaim ì"æ 4 Kislev/ Sunday December 4th

Reuben Tabesh ì"æ  5 Kislev/ Monday December 5th

Yosef Dayan ì"æ  6 Kislev/ Tuesday December 6th

David Nissan ì"æ  7 Kislev/ Wednesday December 7th

Luna Ouaknin ì"æ  8 Kislev/ Thursday December 8th

Condolences 
It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of Mrs. Olga Esses ì"æ,  aunt to our dear friends and members

Albert and Jacques Esses. Our sincere condolences to the entire family. 

May Hashem console the entire family, and may her neshama rest eternally in Gan Eden, Amen 

Shabbat Prayer Times
4:15 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

4:45 p.m. 

4:26 p.m. 

6:30 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

3:30 p.m.                                 

4:00 p.m. 

íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 

äçðî  Minha

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 
úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue)

íéìäú  Tehilim

äçðî  Minha

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:30 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 2nd, 2016 

Shir Hashirim 4:10 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:23 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

 úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha  4:25 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit  5:05 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:27 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:10 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:43 pm



Welcome to  our new members 

Joe Anidjar, Jack & Aimee Amzalag, Mair & Rachel Azagury, Leon & Marie Benchabo, Joey & Rebecca Benedid,  

Armando Benlezrah, David & Clara Bensimon, Emmanuel & Gila Bensimon, Emmanuel Binyamini, Itzhak & Yael  

David, Ronen Emanilov, Charlie Gabay, Michael Harris, Shimmy & Leora Igelman, Jonathan & Betty Lalou, Assaf Milnick, Adam & 

Leeat Mishan, Yakov & Cindy Pshemish, Nissim & Goldie Saban, Matthew & Cynthia Schlar,  

Jacob & Arona Shemesh, Leon & Sanda Winitsky, and Albert & Sandrine Wizman. We wish them a Baruch Haba to our Kehila as 

well as a happy and healthy engagement in our services for many years to come 

Kiddush Group 

Due to the generosity of some members during Simchat Torah last year, our Kiddush Club was well funded and we had the 

pleasure of enjoying wonderful kiddushim all this time. 

Shabbat Kiddush is a wonderful opportunity for us to connect with our friends, meet new members and enjoy great food! The 

fund that was started last year is now near depletion.  

Please help us continue this wonderful tradition by becoming a Kiddush Club Sponsor.  

Please contact the office at 905-669-7654 ext. 253 or maurice@kehilacentre.com 

Get Involved! 

The Sephardic Kehila Centre is delighted to announce the formation of Brotherhood and Sisterhood committees and are invit-

ing you to join! 

This is your chance to develop programs and fundraising events that will enhance the Kehila experience. 

For more information, please contact the office at 905-669-7654 ext 253 or email maurice@kehilacentre.com 

Oneg Shabbat - Friday, December 2nd 

The Kahal Kadosh is invited to an Oneg Shabbat at the home of Rabbi David and Joyce Kadoch next 

Friday night from 8-10pm. Refreshments to be served 

Address: 138 Colvin Crescent (off Mullen or access through Mullen Park)  Hope to see you there. 

Bnei Akiva 

Bnei Akiva will meet 20 minutes after Mincha each week, November 19 will be boys only and November 26 will be girls only. 

Abir Yaakob News 

Must a Married Woman Cover Her Hair? 

Most of the halachic discussion regarding the obligation of married women to cover their hair has focused on the proper types of cov-

erings to fulfil the Misva. However, there has even been some discussion whether the obligation is applicable at all nowadays. Hacham 

Shalom Masas, the late Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim, originally from Casablanca, presents a detailed series of Teshuvot (responsa) in 

his Tevuot Shemesh (Even HaEzer, 137-139). It is highly recommend reading these Teshuvot and enjoying the various opinions he 

brings. He opens Teshuva 138 by outlining the extreme opinions, at opposite poles: Those who hold that the Halacha is not applica-

ble nowadays, and on the other hand, the opinion of Hacham Ovadia and others that even covering with a wig is not sufficient. The 

Hod Yosef, Hacham Yosef Masas, attempted to marshal proofs from early sources that this Halacha is no longer applicable. Hacham 

Masas methodically goes through the proofs and refutes each one. His overwhelming conclusion is that the broad consensus of all the 

Poskim is that the prohibition remains intact. One of the arguments of the Hod Yosef questions how can a Torah prohibition be de-

rived from the Pasuk regarding a Sotah that states the Kohen uncovers her hair, implying that, in general, a married woman’s hair 

must be covered. He brings the Gemara in Masechet Shabuot (35a) that establishes that a Torah prohibition cannot be derived from 

an implication of the text, but only from a direct statement. Hacham Shalom categorically refutes this argument. He demonstrates 

that the Gemara only means that a bona-fide Misvat Lo Ta’aseh or Misvat Aseh (negative or positive commandment) cannot be derived 

from an implication. However, many times, a Torah prohibition is learnt from an implication. For example, “Hasi Shiur Asur Min HaTo-

rah”-the Torah prohibition of eating less than a Kezayit (olive bulk) of a forbidden food is derived from an implication. While it is not 

subsumed in the negative commandment, it remains a Torah prohibition. Therefore, while there is no official Misvat Aseh or Lo 

Ta’aseh regarding covering hair, there is still a Torah prohibition. Hacham Shalom cites this as the opinion of Hacham Ovadia in Yabia 

Omer (Even HaEzer 4:3).  Another argument of the Hod Yosef is based on the Talmudic principle that if the reason behind a Gezerah 

(Rabbinic decree) no longer applies, the Gezerah is annulled. He cites an example of the Gezerah not to drink from “Mayim Megulim”-

water left out uncovered overnight, out of concern that a snake may have secreted venom into the water. Many Poskim say that nowa-

days snakes are not common, and therefore the Gezerah is annulled. The Hod Yosef wanted to extrapolate from this that since the 

norm today is not for women to cover their hair, not covering the hair is no longer a breach of modesty and there is no longer a prohi-

bition. 

Hacham Shalom vehemently opposes this reasoning and makes the sharp distinction between a Gezerah D’Rabanan, which is inher-

ently based on a specific rationale and a Misva of the Torah, which is the infinite wisdom of the Creator and is not subject to change.  

These are two arguments of the Hod Yosef. It is important to realize that the opinion of the Hod Yosef is considered a lone opinion, 

and his arguments have been refuted. The overwhelming majority of Poskim hold that married women are obligated to cover their 

hair, and the Halachic discussion focusses on how to best fulfil the obligation. 

SUMMARY 

A married woman is obligated to cover her hair. 

Halacha Corner 
äëìä úðéô By Rabbi Eli Mansour 



 

Nechama Leibowitz was an outstanding Tanach scholar of the 

previous generation. She mesmerized learners with her incred-

ible ability to look at the text of Chumash and expound it in 

many thought-provoking ways. Reading her commentary this 

week I encountered a beautiful novelty on this week's parasha. 

Her question based on the Abarbanel was: Why did Avraham 

command Eliezer NOT to take a wife from the Canaanites and 

restrict him only to his family? Were Betuel (Rivka's father) and 

Lavan (brother) part of a better suited family for his son? Sure-

ly not! They were of the greatest idol worshipers of the gener-

ation! After a long discussion in her written work, she con-

cludes by quoting a famous essay in the name of the Ran, 

which also teaches us a fundamental lesson in finding the 

right partner for our children or even for ourselves. 

The Ran states that certain aspects of Judaism will leave an 

impression on both the body and the soul, while other aspects 

will only affect the soul. Beliefs (or hashkafot) for example, is 

a part of life that only affect the soul of a person. On the other 

hand, character traits affect the body and the soul and as a 

result of this, there is a direct association between the charac-

ter traits of a person and man's descendants. This means that 

a child who witnesses evil traits in his house such as hatred, 

jealousy and anger, will almost undoubtedly develop those 

traits when he gets older. It affects his physical body as well. 

The novelty lies, that beliefs, however unfounded they are, will 

not leave a permanent impression with children, because be-

liefs can always be changed and character traits usually can-

not.  

Avraham understood this concept and therefore instructed 

Eliezer NOT to take a wife for Yitzchak from the Canaanites 

for their actions and deeds are considered evil (see Vayikra 

18:3). However, Betuel and Lavan, even though they were mis-

guided through idolatry, housed only improper beliefs and 

therefore with directed education and training, this can be 

changed. 

It comes a point in everyone's life to choose a spouse, or if a 

you're a parent, to guide your child in choosing the right one. 

Not always will the girl or boy come from a home that shares 

the same values and beliefs as you do. That shouldn't be a 

deterrent to making the match. One needs to know that be-

liefs can, and usually do change as a person goes throughout 

life. We just hope that they move towards more recognition of 

God and fulfillment of His commandments. This was the case 

with Rivka, who although came from a household of idolatry, 

managed to find her way to serve only the Creator.  

However, our sages teach us that middot (character traits) are 

extremely difficult to change. The famous dictum taught to 

me as a student was "it's easier to learn the entire Torah than 

to change one of your traits."  

This holds very true when it comes time to choose a spouse. 

First and foremost, look at his/her middot. When a girl/boy 

possesses good quality traits and Derech Eretz you can assure 

that they came from a solid home, founded with proper educa-

tion and morals. This was Avraham's message to Eliezer and 

his number one priority when finding a wife for his son; and 

thus should be ours. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

  

 

 

 

 

Shabat Haye Sara 

 

Adam and Hava were buried in Mearat Hamachpela. For this reason, Abraham strongly insisted in buying that piece of land. 

Eliezer had a daughter whom he wanted Yitzhak to marry that is why he was not so keen in taking the oath. He said that he 

might not be able to find a wife from Abraham’s family, and then she would have to be from Canaan.  (May be it is translated 

in Hebrew as “ulay”, but the Torah writes it as “elay” meaning “to me” – my daughter). 

After the Akeda, Yitzhak was considered a holy sacrifice, for this reason, he was the only one from the Abot who did not leave 

the Holy land. Even to find his future wife, he sent Eliezer.  

Laban poisoned Eliezer’s food, in order to take from him all his belongings. A malach came and switched plates whereby 

Betuel died. That is why, we see that Laban and his mother made the last arrangements, and Betuel is not mentioned. 

Abraham’s second wife, Ketura, which in reality is Hagar. She is called Keture because she had no relations with other men 

since she left Abraham, and her actions were as pure as the “Ketoret” in the Bet Hamikdash. 

The gifts that Abraham gave to Ketura’s sons were the same gifts that Abraham received from Par’oh on account of Sara. Abra-

ham did not want to draw any benefit from those gifts, and he therefore returned them Ketura’s children, who were Par’oh’s 

grandchildren. 

 

Insights on the Torah 

By Haham Amram Assayag 
 äøåúä ìò  úåðåéòø 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please call Maurice 

Benzacar at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253 or e-mail maurice@kehilacentre.com 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



 

 

 

 

Parshas Chayei Sarah 

 

Being On Guard For the Satan Behind Us 

Sarah is the only one of our Matriarchs whose age at the time of her passing is documented in the Torah. We are explicitly told 

the age of each Patriarch at the time of their death, but only Sarah has this distinction among the Matriarchs. The Torah tells 

us at the beginning of the Parsha that she died at the age of 127. What is the significance of this distinction? 

Furthermore, the pasuk [verse] documenting Sarah’s age strikes us as being redundant: “Sarah’s lifetime was one hundred 

years, and twenty years, and seven years; the years of Sarah’s life.” [Bereshis 23:1] The next pasuk goes on to say that 

“Avraham came to mourn for Sarah and to cry for her.” According to ancient tradition, the letter chaf in the word Livkosa [to 

cry for her] is written small. The Baal HaTurim explains that the reason the letter is diminished in size is that since Sarah lived 

to such a ripe old age, Avraham Avinu minimized the amount of crying he did for her. According to the Baal HaTurim, it did 

not suffice for us to surmise on our own that since Sarah was 127 years old when she died, it was probably not such a tragic 

funeral that inspired a great deal of crying. For some reason, it was important for the Torah to explicitly make note of this fact 

(by use of the diminished letter chaf). Why is this so significant for us to know? 

The Nesivos Shalom (the Slonimer Rebbe) writes the following idea in his sefer. Every nigh,t we say in the Mariv prayer: 

“Remove the Satan from in front of us and from behind us”. It is obvious to all of us what the purpose of the “Satan in front of 

us” is. Many times, we are on the way to do something positive and we find it becomes very difficult to accomplish the task. 

This is due to the “Satan in front of us” who tries to prevent us from doing mitzvos. We do not have to search any further than 

last week’s parsha (Vayera) for an example. Chazal tell us that the Satan wanted to get in the way of Avraham Avinu and not 

let him accomplish the Akeidah [binding] of Yitzchak. 

But what is the significance of the prayer to remove the “Satan from behind us”? How can there be a “Satan behind us” if the 

mitzvah has already been completed? The Nesivos Shalom explains that sometimes after we have already completed a mitz-

vah, or passed a nisayon [spiritual challenge] things don’t work out the way we thought they would and we begin to “second 

guess” our righteous acts. We wonder whether or not we did the right thing. The Satan never gives up. He may lose battle after 

battle, but he does not give up the war so easily. 

I have heard more than once cases of highly successful individuals who originally were not observant and decided to become 

Baalei Teshuva and fully Sabbath observant and then subsequently their business tanked. It creeps up in people’s minds: Why 

is it that when the person was non-religious everything he touched turned to gold and now that he is religious, everything he 

touches turns to dust? 

What does the person think? What do the people around him think? This is the idea of “Remove Satan from behind us.” After 

the good deed is done, the Satan does not want you to be at peace with it. Even if the person was not contemplating going 

back to where he came from spiritually, nonetheless, it is no longer the same. It is with a regret and remorse that one decided 

to do the right thing and become religious. 

Our parshios, the Nesivos Shalom explains, contain a classic example of Avraham Avinu facing the Satan in front of him in Par-

shas Vayera and then confronting the Satan in back of him in Parshas Chayei Sarah. The Satan behind him is, as Rashi says 

(based on the Medrash), that Sarah died suddenly out of the shock of hearing that her son Yitzchak was almost slaughtered. 

This scenario was an act of the Satan. Sarah was supposed to die in any event, no matter what happened. But the Satan ar-

ranged that someone would come to her door and tell her about the Akeida and just at that moment, she would die. Everyone, 

including Avraham, could come to the false conclusion and say “This is what I get for the Akeida?” 

The Satan knows that she would have died at that time regardless of whether or not the Akeida took place. It was not the news 

of the Akeida that killed her, it was G-d’s having said that these are the days of her years. Her time was up. That is why, says 

the Slonimer Rebbe, the Torah writes “one hundred years and twenty years and seven years.” This is why the Torah spells out 

the age of her death – so that we should not for a minute think that she died prematurely because of the Akeidah. That is why 

the Torah reiterates “the years of the life of Sarah”. When Sarah was born, she was given a certain amount of years and a cer-

tain amount of days and on a specific day and in a specific place and a specific time she was destined to die. 

Many times we have an elderly parent living with one child and then they decide to move the parent to another child and then 

the parent dies. There are typically all sorts of guilty feelings. ‘If this, if that’, etc. No! Everyone has their time and place where 

they are going to die. 

This is the way it was with Sarah. No one appreciated this more than Avraham Avinu. That is why the word Livkosa [to cry for 

her] has a small chaf. There was not a tremendous amount of crying because this was not the case of a tragic sudden unex-

pected death, which causes people to cry. The Torah wants to record for us that the crying was muted, because it was part of 

the natural life cycle destined for Sarah to die at this ripe old age of 127. 

This teaches us that we must always be on guard, not only for the Satan in front of us, but for the Satan behind us as well. 

Perasha Insights 
 

By Rabbi Yissocher Frand 


