
Mazal Tov 
Mr. & Mrs Enny and Zev Herskovitz on the birth of baby girl 

Proud Grand Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy and Simona Kadoch, Mr. & Mrs Sam and Brenda Herskovitz 

Happy Anniversary 
 Max & Anita Benatar   Albert & Sally Nacson  Shlomo & Esther Assayag

Happy Birthday 
Liav Dovas, Yaakob Bendayan, Francine Azuelos, Moshe Bendayan, 

Yehoshua Bendayan, Isaac Savdie, Saul Benadiba,  

Talia Mazal Keslassy, Helen Sadeh, Lisa Benmergui, 

Cedric Attias, Marcelle Hadida, Issac Beniluz,  

Rachel Biba Willinger, Yael Naomi Essebag

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jimmy Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Va’era  פרשת וארא
Shabbat January 13th 2024, ד" תשפ ג' שבט  / 3 Shevat 5784 

Perasha Page 318  Haftarah 1149 אמר -כה  in Artscroll

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 

ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha  6:30 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    Arbit immediately following Minha 

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 4:45 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:43 p.m. 

 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin  6:50 a.m. 

Shiur Hilchot Shabbat 8:15 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:50 p.m.

äçðî  Minha   4:20 p.m. 

áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:51 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:49 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:08 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–5:03 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 4:55 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit   Arbit immediately following Minha 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Condolences 

We are sad to announce the passing of Mr. Messod Trojman z"l brother 

to our dear friend and member Mrs. Ninette Benlezrah and to Estrella 

Trojman and Sara Elkouby 

Shiva is taking place at 1131 Steeles Ave West- Party Room, 

Sat 7pm-9pm, Sun. 12pm-8pm, Mon. 12pm-3pm 

Mishmara will be held here at SKC on Monday January 15th starting 

with Minha followed by Arvit services at 4:50 pm  

Avot U'Banim 

Avot UBanim resumes this week at 7:00 p.m. 

Pizza, prizes and more! 

Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we are 

thrilled to welcome everyone to SKC for a congregational Shabbat Kid-

dush.  Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or even 

helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the office at  

905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail to social@kehilacentre.com.

The Sephardic Kehila Centre 

Everyone is Welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 

This week's Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

 Mrs. Mercedes Benmaman-Bendayan & Mrs. Biba Benquesus in 

memory of their grandmother Achi Biba Benmaman z"l  

 Mr. & Mrs. Avi and Francine Azuelos in memory of his mother 

Esther Azuelos z"l  

 Mr. & Mrs. Maurice and Rebecca Buzaglo in memory of his 

brother Jack Buzaglo z"l  

 Mr. & Mrs. Marc and Judith Kadoch in memory of her  fa-

ther Menasse Benzaquen z"l  

Everyone is Welcome 

Early Risers, Early Gainers (postponed this week) 

Join Rabbi Kadoch Shabbat mornings at 8:15am for an informative shiur 

on Hilchot Tefila using the sefer Peninei Halakha. 

Coffee and tea available  

Tefilot and Piyutim 

The young boys of the community, led by Adam Ohayon,  

continue learning the songs and melodies that make our  

services unique. To have your child participate, bring him 30 minutes 

before Minha on Shabbat afternoon. 

Special Shiur by Efi Palvanov 

Now bi-weekly at the SKC 

Join Efi Palvanov and his exciting series of classes every other week on 

Wednesdays in the Downstairs Synagogue. 

Next class is this Wednesday. See you there! 

Sunday Morning Breakfast 

Join us this Sunday morning following the 9am minyan for a special 

shiur and breakfast delivered by Rabbi Kadoch.  

Breakfast is sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Avi Azuelos in memory of his 

mother Esther Azuelos z"l 

Security Update

A FOB system has been installed at all Main Entrance points into the 

building. We encourage all active participants to collect from our office 

(mon-fri 9-5) their own personal registered FOB Key. This will allow you 

access into the building at set times during the day and night allowing 

for the consistent locking of our entrance doors.  Refundable Security 

Deposit Required 

If you see something, say something.  

Parasha Prisms 
Discover the timeless wisdom embedded in our sacred parashiyot and 

learn how to apply it to your everyday life. Let's come together to  

explore, reflect, and strengthen our connection to our Torah and Jewish 

values. Every Monday at 7:30pm  

Weekly Shiurim 

Midrash by Night - 8:00-9:30 pm Tuesday and Thursdays 

Parashat HaShavua - 7:30 pm Monday / 8:15 pm Bilvavi-Mussar 

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:15 am Main Synagogue 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15 am Downstairs synagogue 

SHOVAVIM T"T - SHEMOT TO TETZAVE 

Shovavim, refers to a special period in the Jewish calendar observed by 

many Jewish communities. This six-week period (leap year - 8 week) 

typically falls during the winter months and is dedicated to spiritual 

purification and repentance. The focus of Shovavim is on personal intro-

spection, teshuvah (repentance), and strengthening one's connection 

with God. More importantly, it is considered an opportunistic time to 

focus on family purity, shemirat ha'enayim (guarding of the eyes), and 

shemirat ha'berit (guarding of the berit). It is believed that during this 

time, individuals have a unique opportunity to rectify past mistakes in 

these areas and elevate their spiritual state. The SKC will be offering 

multiple shiurim over the next 8 weeks on Monday night for both men 

and women by various Rabbis in the Toronto community. These classes 

are open to everyone regardless of observance level. See below for a list 

of Shiurim. 

(Please note that Rabbi Kadoch will give his standard Parasha shiur sim-

ultaneously for the gender that is not taking part in the Shovavim shiur) 

Monday January 15 - Rav Shemuel Pinto - The link between family 

purity and marriage (MEN)  

Monday January 22 - Rav Moshe Rosenbaum - Common misconcep-

tions in Jewish family law (WOMEN) 

Monday January 29 - Rav Shemuel Pinto - The link between family 

purity and marriage (WOMEN)  

Monday February 5 - Rav David Kadoch - Shemirat Enayim (MEN) 

Monday February 12 - Rav David Kadoch - Shemirat Enayim (WOMEN) 

*All Shiurim at 8PM in the Downstairs Synagogue

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot
Jack Benaim ì"æ  3 Shevat / Shabbat January 13th

Jack Buzaglo ì"æ, Achi Biba Benmaman ì"æ  4 Shevat / Sunday Jan.14th

Esther Azuelos ì"æ, Gimol Bendelac ì"æ, Ethel Korman ì"æ  5 Shevat /

Monday January 15th 

Simcha Soudry ì"æ  7 Shevat / Wednesday January 17th

Rachel Amar ì"æ  8 Shevat / Thursday January 18th

Isaac Cohen ì"æ, Menasse Benzaquen ì"æ  9 Shevat / Friday January 19th

Nahalot for the following week 

Sara Benarroch ì"æ, Emil Perez ì"æ  10 Shevat / Shabbat Jan 20th

Ayouch Azoulay ì"æ, Yaakob Cohen ì"æ  11 Shevat / Sunday Jan 21st

Abraham Bentolila ì"æ, Mojluf Ruah ì"æ, Rabbi Shmuel Edery ì"æ  

13 Shevat / Tuesday Jan. 23rd 

Alegria Benmaman ì"æ  16 Shevat / Friday Jan. 26th



Va’Era 5784 - Unity over discord 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

This past Motsae Shabbat as we were reading the start of Parashat Va’Era, I started thinking of the Ten Plagues that we are 

about to begin reading about. I began to think specifically about the frogs and asked myself, why did Hashem use this  

creature to manifest the second plague? I’m not sure if I have the exact answer to this question, but I stumbled across the 

following Midrash that might shed some light and reveal to us a different purpose that the frogs served besides for  

wreaking havoc on the Egyptians. 

In Midrash Rabbah,  it is written: "The plagues that Hashem brought upon the Egyptians caused them to make peace among 

themselves. How so? There was a dispute between the sons of Cush and the sons of Mitzrayim. The Egyptians said, 'This is 

our boundary,” and the Cushites said, 'This is our boundary.” Once the frogs came, they made peace among themselves. 

How? The border into which the frogs entered only belonged to the Egyptians because the warning stated “et kol 

gevulecha” - “All your borders,” This implies, your (the Egyptian) borders and not someone else's." The frogs marked the 

border between Egypt and its neighbors, ending the dispute over borders. 

However, we see in Parshat Bo, when warned about the plague of locusts the Torah tells us "Behold, I will bring locusts upon 

your border tomorrow." This begs the question - what happened to the separation of borders? Why did the Torah emphasize 

that the locusts would come to their border tomorrow when the frogs had already clearly marked the border? 

Maybe the  answer can be found in Tehilim. David HaMelech writes: "He gave them hail for rain, flaming fire in their land. 

He struck their vines and fig trees and shattered the trees of their borders." Since in the previous plague of hail the trees 

within the borders of Egypt were broken, it is necessary to re-emphasize that only the Egyptians will be affected by the  

locusts, and their neighbors will not be harmed. Therefore, tomorrow the locusts will specifically be at their border. 

The Midrash highlights the transformative power of shared experiences in fostering reconciliation and unity. In the context 

of the plagues in Egypt, it narrates a conflict between the sons of Cush and the sons of Egypt regarding territorial 

boundaries. However, when the frogs came and marked the border, a resolution emerged, leading to peace. This teaches us 

that adversity and shared challenges can sometimes serve as catalysts for resolving disputes. In times of crisis, people may 

recognize the importance of cooperation and harmony. The frogs, as a unifying factor, symbolize the potential for common 

struggles to bring diverse groups together. This lesson encourages us to seek common ground and understanding, 

especially during difficult times, and to prioritize unity over discord. 

Making It Till the End 

by Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Before beginning the story of the ten 

plagues which G-d brought upon Egypt, 

it presents the genealogy of the first 

three tribes of Israel – Reuben, Shimon 

and Levi.  Rashi (6:14) explains that the 

Torah wanted to tell us about the family 

background of Moshe and Aharon, the 

ones who confronted Pharaoh and 

brought the plagues, and who descend-

ed from the tribe of Levi.  It therefore 

began from the first tribe, Reuben, and 

continued until it reached  Moshe and 

Aharon. 

The Torah concluded this section by 

stating, “This is Aharon and Moshe, to 

whom G-d said: Bring Beneh Yisrael out 

of the land of Egypt… They were the 

ones who spoke to Pharaoh, king of 

Egypt…this is Moshe and Aharon” (6:26-

27). 

Rashi, explaining the need for the seem-

ingly repetitious phrase, “this is Moshe 

and Aharon,” writes: “They kept to their 

mission and their piety from the begin-

ning until the end.”  The Torah goes out 

of its way to emphasize that Moshe and 

Aharon remained committed to the goal 

of bringing Beneh Yisrael out of Egypt, 

until the very end.  They retained their 

devotion, and their righteousness, 

throughout the entire process. 

It is common for people to grow weary 

and give up.  When we start something 

new, like a new project or new spiritual 

undertaking, we are filled with excite-

ment and enthusiasm, which fuels us 

and keeps us going.  Inevitably, howev-

er, this excitement wanes with time.  It 

is all but impossible for the enthusiasm 

felt at the beginning a new endeavor to 

last.  Whether it’s a new personal pro-

ject, a new community project, a new 

business, or a new hobby – people so 

often give up in the middle, once the 

excitement that had kept them going 

wears off. 

This is one of the reasons why it is cus-

tomary to make a festive Siyum celebra-

tion upon the completion of the study 

of a Masechet (tractate of Gemara), or of 

another significant portion of Torah.  

We celebrate not only the accomplish-

ment itself, but also the person’s persis-

tence, his long-term commitment to the 

goal.  It is relatively easy to begin a 

Masechet, and to study the first several 

pages.  But seeing the project through 

to completion is far more difficult. 

Rashi’s comments here teach us to fol-

low the example set for us by Moshe 

and Aharon, to persist in pursuing our 

ambitious goals even after the initial 

excitement has waned.  If we’ve taken 

on an important, meaningful project, 

let’s apply ourselves to see it through to 

completion, despite the challenges and 

proverbial “bumps in the road” that we 

will inevitably encounter.  In order to 

achieve, we must be prepared to put in 

the work even when we feel like giving 

up.  Like Moshe and Aharon, we must 

be committed to making it until the 

end, to achieving the goals that we’ve 

set out to achieve.  






