
Mazal Tov 
Yaakob Bendayan and Daniella Konert on their recent marriage. 

Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Ney and Mercedes Bendayan and Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Raquel Konert. 

Proud Grandparents: Mrs. Julia Cohen, Mrs. Rica Bendayan, Mr. & Mrs. Abraham and Ninette Benlezrah 

and Mr. & Mrs. Hendrik and Gertrude Konert.  

Happy Anniversary
Meir Benlezrah & Galit Shneiderman

Happy Birthday 
Jimmy Keslassy, Joshua Keslassy, Esther Vered, Dov Gal, 

Ely Keslassy, Yaakov Benquesus, Edan Sher, Hannah Bar-Yoseph, 

Shlomo Assayag

ã"ñá 
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Shabbat Vayehi  פרשת ויחי
Shabbat December 30th 2023, ד" תשפ יח' טבת  / 18 Tevet 5784 
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úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 

ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha  6:30 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    Arbit immediately following Minha 

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 4:30 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:30 p.m. 

 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin  6:50 a.m. 

Shiur Hilchot Shabbat 8:15 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:40 p.m.

äçðî  Minha   4:10 p.m. 

áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:38 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:51 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:05 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–4:49 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 4:40 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit   Arbit immediately following Minha 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News 

Avot U'Banim  

Avot UBanim resumes this week at 7:00 p.m.  

Pizza, prizes and more! 

 

Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we 

are thrilled to welcome everyone to SKC for a congregational 

Shabbat Kiddush.  Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of 

a kiddush or even helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is 

asked to call the office at  905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail 

to social@kehilacentre.com. 

Ney and Mercedes Bendayan in honour of the Shabbat Hatan 

of their son Yaakob.   

Everyone is Welcome  

 

Seuda Shelishit 

This week's Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Ney and Mercedes Bendayan in loving memory of his father 

Jacob Bendayan z"l  

Everyone is Welcome  
 

Early Risers, Early Gainers (postponed this week) 

Join Rabbi Kadoch Shabbat mornings at 8:15am for an informa-

tive shiur on Hilchot Tefila using the sefer Peninei Halakha. 

Coffee and tea available  

 

Tefilot and Piyutim 

The young boys of the community, led by Adam Ohayon,  

continue learning the songs and melodies that make our  

services unique. 

To have your child participate, bring him 30 minutes before 

Minha on Shabbat afternoon. 

 

Special Shiur by Efi Palvanov 

Now bi-weekly at the SKC 

Join Efi Palvanov and his exciting series of classes every other 

week on Wednesdays in the Downstairs Synagogue. 

Next class is this Wednesday. See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Security Update 

A FOB system has been installed at all Main Entrance points into 

the building. We encourage all active participants to collect from 

our office (mon-fri 9-5) their own personal registered FOB Key. 

This will allow you access into the building at set times during 

the day and night allowing for the consistent locking of our en-

trance doors.   

Refundable Security Deposit Required 

If you see something, say something.  

 

PARASHA PRISMS  

SHIUR IS POSTPONED UNTIL 2ND WEEK OF JANUARY  

Couples and/or singles of all ages and levels are welcome to 

join our brand new shiur focused on the weekly parasha and its 

profound life lessons delivered by our own Rabbi Kadoch. 

Every Monday at 7:30pm, this insightful gathering promises to 

be a source of inspiration and spiritual growth. Discover the 

timeless wisdom embedded in our sacred parashiyot and learn 

how to apply it to your everyday life. Let's come together to ex-

plore, reflect, and strengthen our connection to our Torah and 

Jewish values. (See flyer below)  

 

Weekly Shiurim 

Midrash by Night - 8:00-9:30 pm Tuesday and Thursdays 

Parashat HaShavua - 7:30 pm Monday / 8:15 pm Bilvavi-Mussar  

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:15 am Main Synagogue 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15 am Downstairs synagogue 

 

 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot 
Samuel Faierman ì"æ  18 Tevet / Shabbat December 30th 

Abraham Medina ì"æ  19 Tevet / Sunday December 31st 

Jacob Bendayan ì"æ  20 Tevet / Monday January 1st 

Judah Abtan ì"æ  22 Tevet / Wednesday January 3rd 

Isaac Assayag ì"æ  23 Tevet / Thursday January 4th 

 

 

 

 

 

Nahalot for the following week 

Elias Benmergui ì"æ, Isaac Assor ì"æ, Mordejai Assayag ì"æ  25 Tevet / 

Shabbat Jan 6th 

Hillel Edery ì"æ  26 Tevet  / Sunday Jan 7th 

Moses Elmaleh ì"æ, Armand Reboh ì"æ, Luna Benchabo ì"æ  29 Tevet /  

Wed. Jan 10th 

Rebecca Sabbah ì"æ, Richard Bouaziz ì"æ, Yaakob Zeitouni ì"æ  1 Shevat / 

Thursday Jan. 11th 



Vayehi 5784 - Until the day of your death 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

The portion "Vayehi" is named after its beginning: “Vayehi Yaakov” - "And Yaakov lived." On the surface, it would have seemed more appro-

priate to connect the verse " to parashat Vayigash, where his life and deeds are described in more length. Why then is the focus on-

Yaakov’s  passing in this portion? 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains as follows: True life is a life that does not change, meaning it is eternal. In general, it can only be said of 

the Creator, Blessed Be He, that "He does not change," while created beings are "finite." However, the Almighty granted Bene Yisrael the 

ability to be eternal on account of their attachment (devekut) and devotion to Him. They are also called "alive," as it is written: “But you who 

cleave to the Lord your God are alive, all of you, this day.” 

However, our sages said, "Do not believe in yourself until the day of your death," and this applies even to the righteous, especially Yaakov, 

who feared that perhaps sin might cause his downfall. Therefore, despite his attachment to Hashem throughout his years in the land of 

Israel, and despite enduring many trials and tribulations, this alone is not sufficient evidence for the truths of "Vayehi." After all, "Do not 

believe in yourself until the day of your death." Hence, the pasuk is not written in the portion of Vayigash, which focuses on the strength of 

Yaakov’s life, but rather in the portion of Vayehi, close to his passing. It illustrates that despite his sojourn in Egypt, amidst the corruption 

of the land, Yaakov remained attached to the Creator. Particularly noteworthy is that mitato shelema i.e. "his bed was complete," meaning 

all his children were righteous, indicating that in their righteousness, they could establish “Vayehi Yaakov” - "And Yaakov lived," signifying 

that his life is eternal. 

This message of the Rebbe teaches the importance of maintaining steadfastness and connection to one's values and faith throughout life. 

Despite facing challenges, trials, and the uncertainties of the world, the narrative of Yaakov’s life teaches us that true vitality comes from 

an unwavering commitment to the Hashem and righteous principles. The concept of "Do not believe in yourself until the day of your death" 

emphasizes the continuous effort required to stay connected to one's beliefs and values. It suggests that a genuine and enduring
connection with the divine is not measured solely by past achievements or periods of stability, but is an ongoing process that requires 

vigilance and dedication. In our own lives, this lesson encourages us to persevere in our commitment to moral and spiritual principles, even

in the face of adversity. It reminds us that the true essence of a meaningful and eternal life lies in our ability to maintain a strong bond with 

our beliefs, values, and the divine, regardless of the challenges and changes life may present. 

Parashat Vayehi- The Greatest 

Blessing of All 

by Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Many parents observe the beautiful, time-

honored practice to bless their children every 

week on Friday night.  The blessing they give 

is, “Yesimcha Elokim Ke’Efrayim 

Ve’chi’Mnashe” – that Hashem should make 

them like Yosef’s two sons, Efrayim and 

Menashe. 

The source of this blessing is the story told 

in Parashat Vayehi of Yaakob Abinu’s emo-

tional meeting with Yosef and his two sons 

before his passing.  After blessing Efrayim 

and Menashe, Yaakob proclaimed that for all 

time, parents in Am Yisrael will bless their 

children that they should become like 

Efrayim and Menashe (48:20). 

The obvious question arises as to why par-

ents wish for their children that they should 

grow to become specifically like Efrayim and 

Menashe.  Undoubtedly, Efrayim and 

Menashe were exceptionally righteous men; 

after all, they were privileged to be the 

founders of two of the twelve tribes of Isra-

el.  However, our nation has been graced 

with countless outstanding spiritual giants, 

from the time of our saintly patriarchs until 

even our generation.  What is unique about 

Efrayim and Menashe, such that parents wish 

for their children to become like them? 

The answer becomes clear when we review 

the relationships between brothers from the 

beginning of the Humash until our Parasha. 

The first siblings in human history were 

Kayin and Hebel, the two sons of Adam.  As 

we know, they both brought offerings to G-d, 

who accepted Hebel’s sacrifice, but rejected 

Kayin’s.  Consumed with jealousy, Kayin pro-

ceeded to kill his brother. 

Generations later, Abraham Abinu begot two 

sons – Yishmael and Yishak.  The younger 

brother, Yishak, was chosen as heir to the 

special covenant that G-d made with Abra-

ham.  Yishmael refused to accept this deci-

sion, and taunted and even threatened 

Yishak.  This is what prompted Sara to urge 

Abraham to drive Yishmael from the home. 

Yishak, too, had two sons – Yaakob and 

Esav.  Yaakob, the younger twin, received 

their father’s blessings, which Esav resent-

ed.  Esav planned to kill Yaakob, who fled 

from Eretz Yisrael to escape his brother’s 

wrath. 

This unfortunate pattern of fraternal strife 

continued in the next generation. Yosef’s 

brothers resented Yaakob’s special love for 

him, the special garment that Yaakob made 

for him, and Yosef’s dreams of leader-

ship.  They undertook the drastic measure of 

throwing him into a pit, intending to kill him, 

and then decided to lift him from the pit and 

sell him as a slave. 

When Yosef brought his two sons to see 

Yaakob, this pattern of hostility finally end-

ed.  The Torah relates that when Yaakob 

blessed Efrayim and Menashe, he purposely 

placed his right hand on the head of the 

younger son, Efrayim, and his left hand on 

Menashe’s head.  He explained to Yosef that 

while both tribes will, in the future, attain 

greatness, the tribe of Efrayim will become 

more numerous and more power-

ful.  Menashe, the older brother, did not re-

spond.  He did not resent being surpassed by 

his brother, and felt no envy.  Finally, the ill 

of fraternal strife was cured. 

The greatest blessing that a parent could 

wish for his or her children is that they 

should follow this example of contentment, 

that they avoid petty competition and jeal-

ousy, that they feel satisfied with what they 

have in life even if others have more.  All of 

us, without exception, are going to find on 

occasion that life isn’t fair, that the people 

around us are more fortunate and more 

blessed than we are in some way.  This is 

inevitable.  As hard as parents should – and, 

generally, do – try to treat all their children 

fairly and equally, some children are going to 

feel disadvantaged or shortchanged.  And 

even if they don’t feel this way at home, they 

will feel this way in school, in their social 

circles, in their professional lives, or in some 

other framework.  There is nobody for whom 

life is always and entirely fair.  And this is 

why the blessing, “May G-d make you like 

Efrayim and Menashe” is so vital.  In order to 

live happily and contentedly, we need to fol-

low the example of Efrayim and 

Menashe.  We need to transcend envy and 

competition, and feel happy with whatever 

we have. 

The Gemara (Shabbat 152b) teaches that if a 

person lives with envy, then after his death, 

even his bones decay.  Jealousy is so toxic, 

and so destructive, that its effects upon a 

person’s being endure even after he leaves 

this world. 

Let us all strive to truly become like Efrayim 

and Menashe, to respect and admire our 

peers even if we see them enjoying success 

that we do not enjoy, so that we will all live 

together happily, harmoniously and lovingly, 

setting an inspiring example for the rest of 

Am Yisrael and for the rest of the world. 






