
Mazal Tov 
Jacob Keslassy and Ninette Benlezrah on their recent engagement 

Proud parents: (our president) Jimmy & Limor Keslassy and Ari & Annie Benlezrah\ 

Rabbi Messod and Rahel Azoulay on the birth of a baby girl 

Proud grandparents: Joe and Esther Azoulay and Rabbi Refael and Mazal Guy 

Happy Anniversary 
Albert & Elisa Dayan

Happy Birthday 
Noam Kedem, Michel Ohana, Yonatan Ohayon, Nir Shayo, 

David Saporta, Shimon Benmergui, Kobi Abraham, 

Mercedes Essebag, Enny Kadoch, Binyamin Cohen, 

Joyce Kadoch, Ari Benlezrah, Shemuel Benedid, Eliav Priev, 

David Ohana

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jimmy Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Vayishlah  פרשת וישלח
Shabbat December 2nd 2023, ד" תשפ יט' כסלו  / 19 Kislev 5784 

Perasha Page 170 Haftarah 1141  חזון in Artscroll

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 

ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 6:30 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    Arbit immediately following Minha 

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 4:25 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:23 p.m. 

 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin  6:30 a.m. 

Shiur Hilchot Shabbat 8:15 a.m.

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim   3:30 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 4:00 p.m. 

áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:29 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:33 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:49 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–4:41 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha   4:25 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit   Arbit immediately following Minha 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News 

Avot U'Banim starts continues week! 

The weekly father-son learning program begins this Saturday night  

starting at 7:00PM. 

Sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cowen (See flyer on back)  

 

Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we are 

thrilled to welcome everyone to SKC for a congregational Shabbat Kid-

dush.  Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or even 

helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the office at  

905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail to social@kehilacentre.com. 

Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel and Esther Anidjar in commeration of their one 

year anniversary as Members of the Sephardic Kehila Centre. 

Chazak U Baruch 

Everyone is Welcome  

 

Seuda Shelishit 

This week's Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

 Mr. & Mrs. Yves and Sarah Nahmias, in memory of his mother,  

       Esther Nahmias z"l 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ovadya and Elvira Gulersen, in memory of her father, 

Mordechai Azuz z"l 

 The Abtan Family in memory of Raphael Abtan z"l 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mair and Rachel Azagury, in memory of his father,  

       Abraham Azagury z"l 

 Mr. & Mrs. Meyer and Suzy Benchetrit, in memory of her  

       father, Pinhas Ouaknine z"l 

Everyone is Welcome  
 

Early Risers, Early Gainers 

Rabbi Kadoch's Shabbat morning Shiur prior to Shaharit  

continues this Shabbat at 8:15am. 

 

Tefilot and Piyutim 

The young boys of the community, led by Adam Ohayon,  

continue learning the songs and melodies that make our  

services unique. 

To have your child participate, bring him 30 minutes before Minha on 

Shabbat afternoon. 

 

Special Shiur by Efi Palvanov 

Now bi-weekly at the SKC 

Join Efi Palvanov and his exciting series of classes every other week on 

Wednesdays in the Downstairs Synagogue. 

Next class is this Wednesday. See you there! 

 

Oneg Shabbat - Friday December 8th - Shabbat 

Hanukah 

Friday night December 8th, Shabbat Hanukah, Rabbi Kadoch and his 

family will host their annual Oneg Shabbat at their house. Come and 

enjoy light food/snack, sing some songs, and enjoy words of Torah. 

Everyone is invited - 7:30pm-9:30pm. - 138 Colvin Cres  

 

 

 

Security Update 

THE SECURITY COMMITTEE &  BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAS DECIDED 

TO IMPLEMENT A NEW SECURITY MEASURE FOR OUR MEMBERS AND 

ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS OF THE BUILDING: 

A FOB system has been installed at all Main Entrance points into the 

building. We encourage all active participants to collect from our office 

(mon-fri 9-5) their own personal registered FOB Key. This will allow you 

access into the building at set times during the day and night allowing 

for the consistent locking of our entrance doors.   

Refundable Security Deposit Required  

 

PARASHA PRISMS: (postponed this week) 

Couples and/or singles of all ages and levels are welcome to join our 

brand new shiur focused on the weekly parasha and its profound life 

lessons delivered by our own Rabbi Kadoch. 

Every Monday at 7:30pm 

 

Sisterhood Presents: Music, Movement &  

Meditation With Esther Willinger  

Special Performance by Elena Levy 

For the past two Sundays a terrific Women's Wellness program that com-

bines SOMA Breath, Meditation, Music and Body Activation took place in 

our Social Hall. It uplifted, energized and elevated the attendees to heal 

within and send healing energy to those in need. It was a powerful wave 

of positive energy, love and inspired action.  

Thank you to all who attended and to Esther Willinger and Elena 

Levy for dedicating their time to the Sisterhood  

 

Weekly Shiurim 

Midrash by Night - 8:00-9:30 pm Tuesday and Thursdays 

Parashat HaShavua - 7:30 pm Monday / 8:15 pm Bilvavi-Mussar  

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:15 am Main Synagogue 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15 am Downstairs synagogue 

 

 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot 
Messody Cohen ì"æ, Pinhas Ouaknine ì"æ, David Zrihen ì"æ  20 Kislev / 

Sunday December 3rd 

Esther Nahmias ì"æ, Abraham Azagury ì"æ, Luna Cohen ì"æ,  

Mordechai Azuz ì"æ  22 Kislev / Tuesday December 5th 

Esther Cohen ì"æ  23 Kislev / Wednesday December 6th 

Raphael Abtan ì"æ  24 Kislev / Thursday December 7th 

Rachel Amiel ì"æ  25 Kislev / Friday December 8th 

 

 

Nahalot for the following week 

Perla Keslassy ì"æ, Maklouf Moryoussef ì"æ  26 Kislev / Shabbat Dec.9th 

Abraham Shemesh ì"æ  27 Kislev / Sunday Dec.10th 

Isaac Benmergui ì"æ  29 Kislev / Tuesday Dec.12th 

Isaac Nezry ì"æ, David Kirschner ì"æ, Simcha Bitton bat Esther ì"æ  1 Tevet 

/ Wed. Dec.13th 

Georgette Keslassy ì"æ, Ramy Dishy ì"æ  3 Tevet / Friday Dec.15th 



Parashat VaYishlah- Yaakob and 

the Camp of Angels 

by Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Yaakob Abinu was making his way back to 

Eretz Yisrael with his family when he learned 

that his brother, Esav, was coming to meet 

him with an army of four hundred men.  He 

immediately made a number of preparations 

for his feared encounter with Esav, including 

reciting a heartfelt prayer, and sending Esav 

a large gift. The Torah relates that after 

Yaakob made these preparations, “…he slept 

in the camp that night.  He arose during that 

night, and he took his two wives…and 

crossed the Yabok crossing” (32:22).  Yaakob 

brought his family across the Yabok stream, 

and then returned to the other side to re-

trieve some belongings which he had left 

there.  At that point, “Yaakob was left alone” 

on the other side of the stream, and an angel 

attacked him and fought with him through-

out the night, until Yaakob finally pre-

vailed.  This angel is identified by the Sages 

as “Saro Shel Esav” – the angel of 

Esav.  Yaakob’s triumph over the angel 

demonstrated that although Esav would try 

to hurt him and destroy him, he would pre-

vail. Rav Moshe Alshich (Safed, 1508-1593) 

raises a number of questions regarding the 

Torah’s account of these events.  First, why 

are we told that Yaakob “slept in the camp 

that night”?  Where else would he have 

slept?  Secondly, why did he arise in the mid-

dle of the night, instead of sleeping until the 

morning?  It seems that Yaakob suddenly 

awakened in the middle of the night to bring 

his family across the Yabok, thus exposing 

himself to danger as he found himself alone 

at night on the other side of the stream.  Why 

did he cross the Yabok during the night? 

 Rav Moshe Alshich answers these questions 

based on the final verses of the previous 

Parasha, Parashat Vayeseh.  There we read 

that after Yaakob left the home of his uncle, 

Laban, and began journeying back to Eretz 

Yisrael, he met angels.  Yaakob proclaimed, 

“Mahaneh Elohim Zeh” (“This is a camp of 

angels”), and so he named the site 

“Mahanayim,” which means “two 

camps.”  The Rabbis explained that the an-

gels of Eretz Yisrael came to greet Yaakob, 

who, as mentioned, was traveling back home 

to Eretz Yisrael.  Yaakob was thus now ac-

companied by two “camps” of angels – the 

angels who had accompanied him during his 

sojourn outside the Land of Israel, and the 

angels who came to escort him in Eretz Yisra-

el.  Normally, the angels of Eretz Yisrael do 

not leave the Land of Israel.  But in honor of 

Yaakob Abinu, and because of his unique 

stature of piety, they went to greet him and 

accompany him as he made his way back 

home, even before he crossed into Eretz 

Yisrael. The Alshich explains that when the 

Torah speaks of Yaakob Abinu sleeping that 

night “Ba’mahaneh” – “in the camp,” it means 

that he slept in the “camp” of angels that was 

accompanying him.  Although he prepared 

for his meeting with Esav, and sent Esav a 

lavish gift to bribe him, he was still afraid, 

and so he sought refuge among the angels 

who had come to protect him along his jour-

ney. However, in the middle of the night, he 

arose.  The Alshich writes that Yaakob real-

ized that by sleeping, he was in effect caus-

ing the angels of Eretz Yisrael to delay their 

return to the Land of Israel.  As mentioned, 

these angels normally do not leave the land; 

this was an extraordinary measure undertak-

en in Yaakob’s honor.  Yaakob did not feel 

comfortable causing the angels to remain 

outside the Land of Israel longer than neces-

sary.  He therefore arose in the middle of the 

night and brought his family and belongings 

across the river, to resume his journey to 

Eretz Yisrael. The Alshich adds that this ex-

planation sheds light on the description of 

Yaakob remaining alone – “Va’yivater Yaakob 

Lebado.”  As Yaakob had moved all his peo-

ple and belongings to the other side of the 

Yabok – including the angels that had been 

escorting him – he was left “alone,” without 

protection, and this is what enabled Esav’s 

angel to attack him. Significantly, however, 

Yaakob prevailed even when he was alone.  

Hashem here showed Yaakob that he will 

ultimately emerge victorious from all the 

battles that he and his offspring will be 

forced to wage.  Although there will be times 

when we feel truly “alone,” when we find our-

selves struggling, with nobody assisting or 

supporting us, we must firmly believe that 

Hashem never abandons us, and is constant-

ly helping us overcome whatever hardships 

we face. 

Vayishlah 5784 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

In Parashat Vayishlah, Yaakov prepares for a potentially dangerous encounter with his brother Esav. The pasuk states, "If Esav comes to the 

one camp and strikes it, then the remaining camp shall escape." Rashi explains that Yaakov divided the camp into two, anticipating a battle 

with Esav. However, it seems perplexing why Yaakov assumed that if he fought with Esav, the remaining camp would be spared. After all, 

there was a possibility that Esav might overcome Yaakov and attack the second camp as well. 

The commentary suggests that the distance between the two camps was a day's journey, as mentioned in the Midrash. Rashi interprets the 

words “ve’hu avar lifnehem” -  "And he passed before them," to mean that if the wicked Esav came to fight, he would first confront Yaakov. 

Yaakov strategized to position himself in the first camp. Only after Yaakov's potential defeat would Esav proceed to the second camp. This 

plan ensured that Yaakov's family had time to escape, and the second camp would remain as a refuge. 

The Zaken Aharon (Rabbi Haim Yitzhak Aharon zt”l) questions how Yaakov could be certain that the remaining camp would indeed escape. 

He answers based on the idea expressed by our Sages that prayer has the power to change one's fate. Yaakov, in his preparations, included 

prayer as one of the essential components. Therefore, when the verse mentions, "And he divided the people who were with him," it can be 

understood that Yaakov also divided his efforts, allocating time for prayer. 

This Torah portion imparts a valuable lesson about the synergy between strategic planning and spiritual connection, particularly the role of 

prayer in shaping our destiny. Yaakov's proactive approach to divide his camp strategically is emblematic of the importance of thoughtful 

preparation when facing challenges. Yet, it's intriguing that Yaakov was confident in the escape of the remaining camp. The Zaken Aharon 

suggests that Yaakov's certainty stems from his inclusion of prayer as a pivotal component in his preparations. 

The Zaken Aharon's insight prompts us to delve deeper into the profound connection between strategic planning and prayer. In life, we 

often encounter circumstances that demand careful consideration and practical foresight. Yaakov's division of the camp mirrors the need 

for meticulous planning and calculated efforts to navigate complex situations. However, the narrative reminds us that our plans should not 

exist in isolation from our spiritual dimension. The lesson extends to the transformative power of prayer. Yaakov, in his preparations, 

didn't merely rely on his strategic acumen but recognized the potency of connecting with the Divine through prayer. This perspective 

invites us to view prayer not as a passive supplication but as an active and influential force in shaping outcomes. In incorporating tefila 

into our strategic planning, we acknowledge that our efforts are not self-contained; they are part of a larger, interconnected framework 

where the spiritual and practical converge. In our own lives, we can adopt Yaakov's approach by integrating prayer seamlessly into our 

strategic planning. This entails approaching challenges with a dual perspective – recognizing the need for practical, well-thought-out 

strategies while simultaneously anchoring our efforts in a spiritual foundation. Prayer serves as a catalyst, infusing our plans with a 

transcendent energy and aligning them with a higher purpose. The lesson from Yaakov's narrative encourages us to cultivate a holistic 

approach to problem-solving, acknowledging the complementary nature of practicality and spirituality. By intertwining our strategic 

endeavors with heartfelt prayer, we not only fortify our resilience but also open ourselves to the possibility of transformative outcomes 

beyond the scope of our human calculations. In essence, the Torah teaches us that a life guided by both strategic acumen and a profound 

connection with the Di-vine is a life lived with wisdom and purpose.  




