
Mazal Tov
To the Mishkan and the Jewish people on the inauguration of the Mizbeah (altar) in this week's Parasha. 

Thank you to all those who contributed to this momentous occasion in Jewish history, including all the 

Princes of each tribe. Miraculously, you all gave the exact same donation! 

Happy Anniversary 
Ross & Raquel Savatti Joe & Esther Azoulay Alon & Helene Sadeh

Happy Birthday 
Chana Bohbot, Jack Cohen, Aharon Netanel Cohen, David Dovas, Yosef Eliyahu Shulman, Batya Aboudi, 

Eric Benchetrit, Shimon Assaraf

Shabbat Prayer Times 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jimmy Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Naso  פרשת נשא
Shabbat June 3rd 2023, ג" תשפ יד' סיון  / 14 Sivan 5783 

Perasha Page 748 Haftarah 1181  ויהי in Artscroll 

äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 6:45 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting - Early Shabbat 7:30 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting - Standard 8:35 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:40 a.m. 

Shiur Hilchot Shabbat 8:30 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 9:00 a.m. 

Shiur Mesilat Yesharim 7:05 p.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 7:50 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 8:20 p.m. 

áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 9:49 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 5:38 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:27 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–8:54 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 7:10 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    Arbit immediately following Minha 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Condolences 

Our deepest and most sincere condolences to our dear friend and   

member Mr. Weitzman Abraham on the loss of his mother Mrs. Nag'ia 

Abraham Z"L in Eretz Yisrael. 

May her neshama rest eternally in Gan Eden and may we only hear  

Besorot Tovot.  Amen. .תהי נפשו צרורה בצרור החיים 

Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we are 

thrilled to welcome everyone to SKC for a congregational Shabbat Kid-

dush.  Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or even 

helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the office at 905-

669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail to social@kehilacentre.com.

This week's congregational Kiddush is co-sponsored by 

Sephardic Kehila Centre 

Everyone is Welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 

Over the past few months, the Divre Torah during Seuda 

Shelishit have tackled interesting and thought-provoking topics. 

 Joins us after Minha on Shabbat to hear this week's insight. 

This week's Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by  

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy and Limor Keslassy, in memory of her  

father, Gabriel Rosenberg z"l 

Everyone is Welcome 

Mesilat Yesharim - Back for another summer! 

Men and women are invited for another summer to hear words of  

inspiration and Torah values from the book Mesilat Yesharim.  

Join Rabbi Kadoch every Shabbat, 45 minutes before Tehilim, to absorb 

the profound words of this masterpiece. 

This week at 7:05 pm in the main synagogue. 

Early Risers, Early Gainers 

Rabbi Kadoch's Shabbat morning Shiur prior to Shaharit 

continues this Shabbat at 8:30 am.  

Shabbat Kids Program 

We encourage parents to bring their children to the program knowing 

they are well taken care of by our experienced staff.   We have a fresh 

new program and exciting activities to entertain the children.  Kehila 

Kidz program is located in the Lower Level Social Hall (Restaurant) and 

will run from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm (noon) on Shabbat.   

Please remember that your children are your responsibility while at SKC 

and that if they are not participating in the children's program, that they 

should be sitting with you.  We appreciate your understanding and coop-

eration. 

Graduating? 

If you or any of your children are graduating this year in whichever stage 

of their education, we want to hear about it and announce it. 

Send an email to social@kehilacentre.com with the name of the graduate 

and school they are graduating from. 

List of names will be posted at the end of the month. 

SKC Sisterhood Cheesecake Challenge 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT ATTENDED OUR CHEESECAKE  

CHALLENGE COMPETITION TO CELEBRATE ROSH CHODESH SIVAN 

LAST MONDAY NIGHT. 

Close to 50 people came to judge 4 fabulous cheesecake entries and 

listen to the inspiring words of Torah from Mrs. Joyce Kadoch. 

Congratulations to Rebecca Benedid for winning the title of Cheesecake 

Champion 2023 with her delicious Lemon Curd Cheesecake! 

Close runner-ups were Dina Azulay with her vanilla cheesecake with 

caramel and nutella swirl and cookie crunch, 

Enny Cohen with her Lotus Cream Biscoff cheesecake cups and 

Tamara Wolf with her pecan pie cheescake! 

Picking just one winner was very difficult!!! 

SKC Sisterhood BOOK CLUB 

Join us for weekly discussions on the learnings from  

Life is a Test, by Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis 

Saturdays May 13th, 2023 - July 1st , 2023 (5:00 pm).  

(Note: No classes will be held on May 27th and June 10th) 

Sephardic Kehila Centre (Ohr Haemet School Boardroom) 

Weekly Shiurim 

Midrash by Night - Tuesday and Thursdays following Arvit 

Parashat HaShavua - Thursdays @8pm HYBRID* 

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:30am Main Synagogue 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15am Downstairs synagogue 

Zachary Benatar 

Weekly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women) 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot
Miriam Essayag ì"æ  14 Sivan / Shabbat June 3rd

Amram Assayag ì"æ  15 Sivan / Sunday June 4th

Yojebed Attias ì"æ, Mose Hadida ì"æ 16 Sivan / Monday June 5th

Gabriel Rosenberg ì"æ, Leah Gamlieli ì"æ  17 Sivan / Tuesday June 6th

Rachel Bracha Bohbot ì"æ, Messoda Benaksas ì"æ, Lea Cuño ì"æ  

20 Sivan / Friday June 9th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Zohra Azoulay ì"æ 21 Sivan / Shabbat June 10th

Luna Cohen ì"æ  22 Sivan / Sunday June 11th

Rahma Piedad Ohana ì"æ  23 Sivan / Monday June 12th

Moshe Cohen ì"æ,  Nissim Azoulay ì"æ  24 Sivan / Tuesday June 13th

Phiby Zrihen ì"æ,  Hillel Edery ì"æ, Shlomo Ben-Assor ì"æ  25 Sivan /

Wednesday June 14th 

Adele El-Faks ì"æ  27 Sivan / Friday June 16th



Parashat Naso - Emuna First 

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour 

The beginning of Parashat Naso continues 

the census taken of the Leviyim. After we 

read in the previous Parasha, Parashat 

Bamidbar, of the counting of the Kehat family 

– one of the three families of Leviyim – we 

now read in the beginning of Parashat Naso 

that the family of Gershon was likewise 

counted. G-d commanded Moshe, "Naso Et 

Rosh Beneh Gershon…Le’bet Abotam" – "Take 

a head-count of the people of Gershon…

according to their paternal homes…" 

A deeper reading of this verse was offered by 

Rav Meir Yechiel of Ostrovtza (1852-1928), in 

his work Meir Eneh Hachamim. He notes the 

Midrash’s perplexing remark that when Yitro 

invited Moshe into his home and gave him his 

daughter as a wife, he made Moshe promise 

that he would raise his first child as a pagan. 

Yitro was a pagan priest who, already before 

Moshe’s arrival, recognized the mistake of 

paganism and embraced the be-lief in the 

one, true G-d.  

Why, then, would he insist that Moshe raise 

his first son as a pagan? The Rebbe of 

Ostrovtza explained that Yitro wanted his 

first grandson to arrive at the belief in G-d 

the way he did – through study and inquiry. 

He obviously didn’t want his grandson to be 

a pagan – he wanted that the child will grow 

to embrace monotheism on his own, and not 

because this was what he was taught. 

For this reason, Moshe named his first child 

Gershon, a derivative of the word "Ger" – 

"convert." A convert is somebody who arrives 

at Jewish faith independently, without having 

been raised and educated along this path. 

Moshe’s second son, by contrast, was named 

Eliezer, expressing that, as Moshe pro-

claimed, "Elokeh Abi Be’ezri" – "My G-d’s 

father helped me" (Shemot 18:4). This child 

was taught about Hashem; he believed in G-d 

not through independent study and inquiry, 

but rather because this is how he was raised. 

And so his name alludes to the "G-d of my 

father," emphasizing that he believed in 

Hashem because his father believed in 

Hashem and educated him along this belief. 

The Rebbe of Ostrovtza explained that the 

process of study and inquiry may be 

undertaken only after one has first firmly 

established his firm, unconditional faith. 

"Emuna Peshuta" – simple faith, accepting 

the truth about Hashem and the Torah 

simply because one has been taught this 

belief – must take precedence to any sort of 

philosophical in-quiry. Otherwise, the 

process of inquiry might steer a person off-

course, and he will be led to reject Jewish 

faith, Heaven forbid. This concept, the Rebbe 

of Ostrovtza said, is alluded to right at the 

beginning of Parashat Naso. The Torah 

commands, "Naso Et Rosh Beneh Gershon" – 

that the "head" of "Gershon" – meaning, the 

intellectual process of independent inquiry – 

must be "lifted," and give way to "Bet 

Abotam" – fealty to tradition. Before one 

embarks on the process of "Gershon," of 

understanding the proofs to the belief in 

Hashem and Torah, he must commit himself 

unwaveringly to "Bet Abo-tam," to the faith 

that we have received from previous 

generations. 

Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski (1930-2021) 
explained this concept by drawing an 
analogy to explorers who would excavate 
caves. 

As they could easily get lost inside the 

caves, the explorers would tie a rope to the 

entrance of the cave and keep the rope with 

them as they excavated, thereby ensuring 

that they would be able to find their way 

out. Similarly, those who engage in 

philosophical questioning, inquiry and 

analysis could "lose their way."  

In their effort to understand more about  

Hashem, the Torah and the Misvot, they 

might take a wrong turn, and begin 

entertaining doubts. Before embarking on 

this process, then, they need a "rope" to 

ensure they remain tethered to our tradition. 

This rope is "Emuna Peshuta," unwavering 

and unconditional acceptance of the 

fundamental principles of Judaism. 

The first step in education must be the 

basics of Emuna. While there is value in a 

more sophisticated understanding of Torah, 

the learning process must begin with the 

fundamentals of Jewish faith, which we must 

accept wholeheartedly and unquestioningly. 

This foundation is the "rope" that ensures 

that we do not get "lost" as we continue our 

lifelong process of learning. 

Naso 5783 - The Gift of כה
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Rabenu Behaye in his commentary on the Birkat Kohanim writes that Hashem gave the Kohanim 24 gifts, corresponding to the 24 mish-

marot (families of Kohanim) that would run the daily service in the Mishkan and Bet HaMikdash. The Ba’al HaTurim finds an allusion to 

these twenty-four gifts from the pesukim: “ve’zeh yihye lecha mikodesh hakodashim”  and from “ve’zeh lecha terumat matanam.” The word 

“zeh” found in each of these verses equals 12. Two verses equal 24 gifts to the Kohanim. 

The 25th gift they received was that of Birkat Kohanim in which they blessed the Jewish people. This is hinted in the words “koh tevarechu 

et bene yisrael,”  where the word “koh” has the numerical value of 25. The word  כה also hints to the merit attained by the Jewish people 
which made them deserving of this lofty blessing. When Avraham brought Yitzhak to the Akeda, he told Yishmael and Eliezer to remain put 

while “va’ani ve’hana’ar nelecha ad koh.” In that zechut, Hashem blessed Avraham with abundant offspring - “vayomer lo, koh yihye 

zar’echa.” In addition to that, Jews around the world recite Shema Yisrael Hashem Elohenu Hashem Ehad” twice per day. This statement of 

faith contains 25 letters as well. 

While we’re at, I should note that the word “beracha” is mentioned 25 times in the Torah and so is the word “shalom” and this is why, 

according to the Ba’al HaTurim the Priestly Blessing starts with blessing (yevarechecha) and ends with peace (shalom). 

With this in mind we can properly understand the statement in the Talmud that God’s only vessel to hold blessing is “peace,” as it says 

“Hashem yevarech et amo ba’shalom.”  The only way for Hashem’s blessings to have an impact on us - the only way for the Kohanim to be 

the conduits to pass down those blessings is if we have peace among each other. Blessings, like delicate flowers, require the nurturing soil 

of shalom, or peace, to flourish and endure. Shalom encompasses more than the absence of conflict; it embodies harmony, unity, and 

wholeness. Just as a tranquil pond reflects the beauty of its surroundings, so too does a life rooted in shalom reflect the abundance of 

divine blessings. It is within the peaceful spaces of our hearts, relationships, and communities that blessings find a lasting home, 

as shalom fosters an environment of love, gratitude, and shared prosperity. In cherishing and cultivating peace, we create a fertile ground 

where blessings can grow, blossom, and bless others in return. 






