
Happy Anniversary 
 Menahem & Rachel Azulay

Birthdays this week 
Eva Cohen, Haim Joseph Moryousef, Tamar Kadoch, 

Jamie Afriat, Ella Benquesus, Devora Arrobas, Hadassa Bohbot, 

Aaron Serruya, Biba Atara Benquesus,  

Joseph Mordechai Rothenberg, Ezra Bitton, Jonathan Zrihen

Shabbat Prayer Times 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jimmy Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Vaera  פרשת וארא
Shabbat January 21st 2023, ג" תשפ כח' טבת  / 28 Tevet 5783 
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äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 4:55 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:55 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

Shiur Hilchot Shabbat  8:15 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 4:00 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 4:30 p.m. 

áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 6:00 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:46 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:07 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–5:13 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 5:05 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    18 minutes after sunset 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Rosh Hodesh Shevat 

Rosh Hodesh Shevat is Monday January 23rd (Sunday night) 

Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we are 

thrilled to welcome everyone back to SKC for a congregational Shabbat 

Kiddush.  Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or 

even helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the office at 

905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail to social@kehilacentre.com.

This week's congregational Kiddush is sponsored by  

Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel Hazan, in honor of the Shloshim of Shmuel bar 

David Hazan z"l  

Everyone is Welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 

Over the past few months, the Divre Torah during Seuda Shelishit have 

tackled interesting and thought-provoking topics.  Joins us after Minha 

on Shabbat to hear this week's insight. 

This week's Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice and Rebecca Buzaglo in memory of his brother, 

Jack Buzaglo z"l  

Early Risers, Early Gainers 

Rabbi Kadoch's Shabbat morning Shiur prior to Shaharit continues this 

Shabbat at 8:15am.  

Tefilot and Piyutim 

Tefilot and Piyutim is back for another year of learning and excitement. 

 Come join the young boys of the community, led by Adam Ohayon, and 

learn the songs and melodies that make our services unique. 

Tefilot and Piyutim runs at the same time as Tehilim on Shabbat.  To 

have your child participate, bring him 30 minutes before Minha on 

Shabbat afternoon. 

Avot U'Banim 

The weekly father-son learning program continues this Saturday night 

starting at 7:00 PM.  Pizza and prizes.  

Shabbat Kids' Program 

We encourage parents to bring their children to the program knowing 

they are well taken care of by our experienced staff.   We have a fresh 

new program and exciting activities to entertain the children.  Kehila 

Kidz program is located in the Lower Level Social Hall (Restaurant) and 

will run from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm (noon) on Shabbat.   

Please remember that your children are your responsibility while at SKC 

and that if they are not participating in the children's program, that they 

should be sitting with you.  We appreciate your understanding and coop-

eration.  

Weekly Shiurim 

Parashat HaShavua - Thursdays @8pm HYBRID* 

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:30am Main Synagogue 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15am Downstairs synagogue 

Zachary Benatar 

Weekly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women) 

Bowling Event Postponed 

We regret to inform you that due to a lack of registrations, we had to 

postpone the Bowling Event to a later date of February 18th. 

Early registration is always appreciated  

Rabbi Paysach Krohn - Registration now open! 

The SKC is proud to announce a community-wide Shabbaton on January 

27-28 when we will have the honour to host RABBI PAYSACH

KROHN with us for the entire Shabbat. 

To register for the Shabbaton please go to the following link (or call the 

office)  

https://www.kehilacentre.com/event/paysachkrohn2023 

Shinny with the Rabbi 

Boys ages 13-19 (Grades 8-12) are invited to play some shinny hockey 

with Rabbi Kadoch. 

Please contact the Rabbi to book your spot at  

rabbikadoch@kehilacentre.com 

Where: Canlan Sports @ York University When: Sunday, January 22nd 

@10:30pm. Price: FREE  

Special Shiurim on Shalom Bayit and 

Taharat HaMishpacha 

The weeks of Shovavim (Shemot-Mishpatim) are auspicious times to 

study the laws of Taharat HaMishpacha (Family Purity) and some lessons 

pertaining to Shalom Bayit. 

The SKC is happy to announce that Rabbi Kadoch and Rabbi Shmuel 

Pinto will be offering shiurim for both men and ladies on separate dates. 

LADIES - Sunday January 15th at 8:00PM (R' Shmuel Pinto) 

MEN - Tuesday January 24th at 8:00PM (R' Shmuel Pinto) 

LADIES - Monday January 30th at 8:00PM (R' David Kadoch)  

Upcoming Events 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot
Moses Elmaleh ì"æ, Armand Reboh ì"æ, Luna Benchabo ì"æ 29 Tevet /

Sunday January 22nd 

Rebecca Sabbah ì"æ, Richard Bouaziz ì"æ, Yaakob Zeitouni ì"æ 1 Shebat /

Monday January 23rd 

Jack Benaim ì"æ  3 Shebat / Wednesday January 25th

Jack Buzaglo ì"æ, Achi Biba Benmaman ì"æ  4 Shebat / Thursday January

26th 

Gimol Bendelac ì"æ, Ethel Korman ì"æ  5 Shebat / Friday January 27th

Nahalot for the following week 

Rabbi Yaacov Harroch ì"æ, Simcha Soudry ì"æ, Honey Zeldin ì"æ 7 Shebat /

Sunday January 29th 

Rachel Amar ì"æ 8 Shebat / Monday January 30th

Isaac Cohen ì"æ, Menasse Benzaquen ì"æ  ì"æ  9 Shebat / Tues. Jan. 31st

Joseph Amar ì"æ, Sara Benarroch ì"æ, Simon Serfaty ì"æ, Emil Perez ì"æ  

10 Shebat / Wednesday February 1st 

Ayouch Azoulay ì"æ, Yaakob Cohen ì"æ  ì"æ  11 Shebat / Thurs. Feb. 2nd



Parashat Vaera-  

Moshe Was Human 

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour 

Surprisingly, the Torah in Parashat Vaera 

interrupts the story of the Exodus from Egypt 

with a genealogical record of the first three 

of the tribes of Israel – Reuben, Shimon and 

Levi. It lists the names of the first several 

generations that descended from these three 

sons of Yaakob. Once the Torah reaches 

Moshe and Aharon, members of the tribe of 

Levi, this section ends, and the story of 

Yesiat Misrayim resumes. 

The commentators offered different explana-

tions for why the Torah found it necessary to 

list the names of the descendants of these 

tribes. A particularly insightful approach was 

taken by Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch 

(Frankfurt, Germany, 1808-1888), whose 

yahrtzeit is observed around the time this 

Parasha is read, on 27 Tebet. He explains 

that Moshe’s singular, exceptional stature of 

greatness gave rise to the concern that 

people would look to him as a type of divine 

being. We know of other religions that 

elevated their leaders to G-d-like status, 

Heaven forbid, finding it necessary to claim 

that the founder of their faith was more than 

just a human. Judaism, however, outright 

rejects such a notion.  

We of course admire and revere our spiritual 

heroes, but we firmly believe that they were 

human beings, sharing the same physical 

properties as the rest of us. At no point did 

Judaism ever embrace the notion that a

human being can be a divine being. 

And for this reason, Rav Hirsch writes, the 

Torah elaborates on Moshe’s family 

background. It wants to emphasize that 

Moshe, like us, was produced by a father 

and mother who got married, and that he 

had siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, and a 

large extended family. Before Moshe 

confronted Pharaoh to bring the ten plagues 

and put the miraculous process of the 

Exodus into motion, it was necessary for the 

Torah to emphasize that Moshe was human, 

no less human than anybody else, a member 

of a family. 

Rav Hirsch’s explanation brings to mind a 

brilliant insight of the Hatam Sofer (Rav 

Moshe Sofer, Pressburg, 1762-1839) to 

explain an otherwise perplexing comment of 

the Midrash. When the time came for Moshe 

to pass away, G-d said to him, "Hen Karebu 

Yamecha La’mut" – "Behold, the time of your 

death is approaching" (Debarim 31:14).  

The Midrash relates that Moshe responded 

by questioning why G-d used the word "Hen" 

in this context, in informing him of his 

imminent death. Moshe had used this same 

word earlier, in describing G-d’s unlimited 

power and dominion over the earth: "Hen 

L’Hashem Elokecha Ha’shamayim U’shmeh 

Ha’shamayim" ("Behold, G-d owns the 

heavens and the upper heavens…" – 

Debarim 10:14). Why, Moshe asked, would 

G-d use the word that he had invoked in 

praising Him to announce that he would 

soon leave this world?  

The Midrash does not tell us how G-d 

responded to Moshe’s complaint, why He 

chose to use the word "Hen" when informing 

Moshe that he would soon pass away. 

The Hatam Sofer explained that G-d used this 

word precisely because Moshe’s death 

served to preserve the belief in G-d’s 

exclusive, absolute dominion over the earth. 

Moshe’s passing was, of course, a painful 

loss, but it was a crucial reminder that he 

was only human, that despite his 

unparalleled stature of greatness, he was not 

a divine being. And thus G-d informed Moshe 

about his imminent passing with the word 

"Hen" – hearkening to Moshe’s 

pronouncement of G-d’s unlimited rule over 

the earth, a tenet of faith which was 

reinforced by Moshe’s death, as his mortality 

demonstrated that he was human, and not a 

G-d.

Va’Era 5783 - Moshe’s snake vs. Aharon’s tanin 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

Two miracles were done at Pharoah’s headquarters. Although there are many similarities between them, they are very different from each 

other. In Parshat Shemot, Moshe threw down his staff, and it turned into a snake. This purpose was so that he could do it before the eyes 

of Bene Yisrael, so that they would believe in his mission. In this week's parasha there is a second example. It was not done with Moshe’s 

stafff, but with Aharon's staff. No guess he turned into a serpent. And the miracle was not done in the eyes of the Israelites, but in the eyes 

of the Egyptians: Pharaoh and his prows. We should say that each model had a different function. What was it? 

The first miracle - the staff that turned into a snake - was intended for the people of Israel. The curse encountered by the first nahas was 

humiliation: "You shall walk on your belly and eat dust." Taking a closer look this is practically the situation of the Bene Yisrael in Egypt at 

this moment. They were freemen in their country, upright and sturdy as poles. And now the wheel has turned on them, and they are thrown 

to the ground and humiliated to the dust. The staff was thrown to the ground and turned into a snake. There is no real backbone left in 

him to face the threats of the Egyptians. To survive, they had to adapt to the difficult situations, like that of a coiling snake. Salvation - in 

which the snake will return to being down - will come only the moment Moshe reaches out his hand and grabs his tail; the moment when 

the humiliation reaches its peak. "He will be the head and you will be the tail" - then the moment of the growth of salvation will come. Then 

the flexible snake will return to stand upright like a staff on the earth. 

Aharon's masterpiece is different. He does not turn to his brothers, his people, but to his enemies, the Egyptians. He does not show them 

the vileness of the snake, but the strength of the tanin. After all, in Yehezkel’s prophecy, Pharaoh saw himself as "the great tanin that 

dwells in his womb." Aharon came and showed him that the tanin is nothing more than a dry staff, which if not for the word of God giving 

it its awesome and enormous power, then it is a cocoon of wood and nothing else. But Aharon is not satisfied with the fact that the 

Egyptians understand the true source of their power. He knows that as long as the Egyptians attribute some kind of power to themselves, 

they are still standing in rebellion against Hashem. Therefore in this second stage, the tanin of Bene Yisrael will swallow up that of the 

Egyptians. 

In this passage, the characteristics of Moshe and Aharon are reversed from their regular characteristics. Moshe, whose measure is the 

measure of judgment (midat hadin), turns the staff into a soft and flexible snake. Aharon HaCohen, whose values are love and peace, turns 

his staff into a menacing tanin. The reason for this comes from the following principle: it is not man who redeems his people by his power, 

nor is it a human being who punishes the Egyptians. The Almighty - who created both the staffs and the snake and the snake - is the one 

who uses Moshe and Aharon as his messengers, even contrary to their natural qualities. He is the one who gives the Egyptian tanin its 

power, and it is he who turns his people Israel from a rod into a snake, But, from the height of humiliation of the snake's tail, He brings his 

people back to be an upright and sturdy staff, returning to plant in the land of his ancestors. 




