
Mazal Tov 
Mr. & Mrs. Meir and Galit Benlezrah on their recent wedding 

Proud Parents:  Mr. & Mrs. Ari and Annie Benlezrah, Mr. & Mrs. Salomon and Giny Shneiderman 

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Alberto and Ninette Benlezrah, Mrs. Tany Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Nahum 

and Yola Gorwitz, Mrs. Gueña Shneiderman 

Happy Anniversary 
 Allen and Rena Azoulay   Jacques and Rebeca Ponte

Birthdays this week 
Jacques Ponte, Jimmy Bensimon, Yael Cohen, Ariel Cohen, 

Gabriel Benarroch, Shirel Shayo, Mercedes Bendayan, 

Audrey Amar, Elisha Nacson, Ruth Assayag, Alegria Toby, 

David Elmaleh, Robert Benmergui, Michael Azulay,  

Yaakob Bendayan, Liav Dovas, Limor Keslassy

Shabbat Prayer Times 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jimmy Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Vayehi  פרשת ויחי
Shabbat January 7th 2023, ג" תשפ יד' טבת  / 14 Tevet 5783 

Perasha Page 268 Haftarah 1145  ויקרבו in Artscroll 

äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 4:40 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:37 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

Shiur Hilchot Shabbat (cancelled this week) 8:15 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:45 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 4:15 p.m. 

áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:45 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:52 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:08 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–4:57 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 4:50 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    18 minutes after sunset 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News 

Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we are 

thrilled to welcome everyone back to SKC for a congregational Shabbat 

Kiddush.  Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or 

even helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the office at 

905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail to social@kehilacentre.com. 

This week's congregational Kiddush is sponsored by  

Mr. Albert Esses & Family in memory of Shlomo Esses z"l  

Everyone is Welcome 

 

Seuda Shelishit 

Over the past few months, the Divre Torah during Seuda Shelishit have 

tackled interesting and thought-provoking topics.  Joins us after Minha 

on Shabbat to hear this week's insight. 

This week's Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Esther Vered, in memory of her husband, Moshe Vered z"l 

 

Early Risers, Early Gainers 

Rabbi Kadoch's Shabbat morning Shiur prior to Shaharit continues this 

Shabbat at 8:15am.  

 

Tefilot and Piyutim 

Tefilot and Piyutim is back for another year of learning and excitement. 

 Come join the young boys of the community, led by Adam Ohayon, and 

learn the songs and melodies that make our services unique. 

Tefilot and Piyutim runs at the same time as Tehilim on Shabbat.  To 

have your child participate, bring him 30 minutes before Minha on 

Shabbat afternoon. 

 

Avot U'Banim 

The weekly father-son learning program continues this Saturday night 

starting at 7:00 PM.  Pizza and prizes.  

 

Shabbat Kids' Program (Resumes This Week) 

We encourage parents to bring their children to the program knowing 

they are well taken care of by our experienced staff.   We have a fresh 

new program and exciting activities to entertain the children.  Kehila 

Kidz program is located in the Lower Level Social Hall (Restaurant) and 

will run from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm (noon) on Shabbat.   

Please remember that your children are your responsibility while at SKC 

and that if they are not participating in the children's program, that they 

should be sitting with you.  We appreciate your understanding and coop-

eration.  

 

Weekly Shiurim 

Parashat HaShavua - Thursdays @8pm HYBRID* 

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:30am Main Synagogue 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15am Downstairs synagogue 

Zachary Benatar 

Weekly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women) 

To be added to Zach’s Shiur group, please contact Max Benatar  

at (416) 802-3824  

 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn - Registration now open! 

The SKC is proud to announce a community-wide Shabbaton on January 

27-28 when we will have the honour to host RABBI PAYSACH 

KROHN with us for the entire Shabbat. 

To register for the Shabbaton please click here:  

https://www.kehilacentre.com/event/paysachkrohn2023 

 

Special Shiurim on Shalom Bayit and  

Taharat HaMishpacha 

The weeks of Shovavim (Shemot-Mishpatim) are auspicious times to 

study the laws of Taharat HaMishpacha (Family Purity) and some lessons 

pertaining to Shalom Bayit. 

The SKC is happy to announce that Rabbi Kadoch and Rabbi Shmuel 

Pinto will be offering shiurim for both men and ladies on separate dates. 

LADIES - Sunday January 15th at 8:00PM (R' Shmuel Pinto) 

MEN - Tuesday January 24th at 8:00PM (R' Shmuel Pinto) 

LADIES - Monday January 30th at 8:00PM (R' David Kadoch)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot 

Shlomo Esses ì"æ 14 Tevet / Shabbat January 7th 

James Dayan ì"æ, Hanna Trojman ì"æ 16 Tevet / Monday January 9th 

Samuel Faierman ì"æ  18 Tevet / Wednesday January 11th 

Abraham Medina ì"æ  19 Tevet / Thursday January 12th 

Jacob Bendayan ì"æ  20 Tevet / Friday January 13th 

 

 

 

 

Nahalot for the following week 

Judah Abtan ì"æ 22 Tevet / Sunday January 15th 

Isaac Assayag ì"æ 23 Tevet / Monday January 16th 

Elias Benmegui ì"æ, Mordejai Assayag ì"æ, Isaac Assor  ì"æ  25 Tevet / 

Wednesday January 18th 

Hillel Edery ì"æ  26 Tevet / Thursday January 19th 



Parashat Vayehi- Yaakob’s  

Blessing to His Grandchildren 

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour  

 

The Torah in Parashat Vayehi tells of the 

special blessing which Yaakob Abinu con-

ferred upon Yosef’s two sons, Efrayim and 

Menashe. Upon hearing that Yaakob was 

gravely ill, Yosef brought his sons to see 

Yaakob, and Yaakob gave them a special 

blessing. 

 

Rav Yaakob Kamenetsky (1891-1986) raises 

the question of why Yaakob would give 

Yosef’s sons a special blessing – seemingly 

repeating the mistake he had made many 

years earlier, showing preferential treatment 

to Yosef. It was because of his favoritism 

toward Yosef, making him a special garment, 

that Yosef’s brothers despised him, ultimate-

ly scheming to kill him, and then selling him 

as a slave. How is it possible that Yaakob 

would now make the same mistake, showing 

favoritism to Yosef by singling out his chil-

dren over all his other grandchildren, and 

granting them a special blessing which he 

did not give the others? 

 

Rav Kamenetsky answers this question by 

distinguishing between what we might term 

a blessing out of necessity, and a blessing 

out of luxury. 

 

If a person happens to receive a private audi-

ence with a great Rabbi, and receives the 

Rabbi’s blessing for prosperity and success, 

others who hear about his blessing will, un-

derstandably, feel envious. But now let’s 

imagine the unfortunate situation of some-

body who, Heaven forbid, is experiencing a 

dire crisis – such as a gravely ill family mem-

ber, or severe financial hardships – and trav-

els to meet with a great Rabbi to receive his 

blessing. Quite obviously, nobody will envy 

this individual, who, in his state of crisis, 

desperately needed a blessing. 

 

Rav Kamenetsky posits that Yaakob had no 

qualms about blessing Yosef’s sons because 

the blessing he gave them was a necessity, 

not a luxury. They were born and raised in 

Egypt, in a foreign country, among a foreign 

society, without having built a connection 

with their grandparents back in Eretz Yisrael. 

Their cousins, meanwhile, were born and 

raised in Eretz Yisrael, with regular exposure 

to Yaakob. This is why Yaakob granted 

Efrayim and Menashe a special blessing – 

because they desperately needed a blessing 

for protection from the corrupt, pagan influ-

ence of Egyptian society, that they would 

remain loyal to the values and legacy of 

Abraham, Yishak and Yaakob, despite having 

been born and raised in Egypt, far from their 

righteous forebears. 

 

Next week, we will begin the reading of the 

Book of Shemot, which opens with the words, 

"Ve’eleh Shemot Beneh Yisrael Ha’ba’im Mis-

rayema" – "And these are the names of the 

sons of Yisrael, who came to Egypt." Surpris-

ingly, the Torah here uses the word 

"Ha’ba’im" – which literally means, "who are 

coming," in the present tense. The Torah 

alludes to us that when Jews are in exile, no 

matter how many years they live in any given 

place, they are still "coming," as though they 

have just arrived. We never fully get settled 

anywhere besides our homeland, Eretz Yisra-

el. When we live in exile, we must remain 

cognizant of our status as outsiders, and 

keenly sense that we do not truly belong, 

that we are the descendants of Abraham, 

Yishak and Yaakob and the bearers of their 

legacy, who happen to find ourselves in exile 

only temporarily. 

 

It is by maintaining this connection to our 

homeland and to our roots that we success-

fully resist the pressure to assimilate the 

abandon our tradition, and we remain stead-

fastly committed to our ancient spiritual leg-

acy so we will be worthy of returning to Eretz 

Yisrael and seeing the rebuilt Bet Ha’mik-

dash, speedily and in our times, Amen. 

Vayehi – Nahat: A Parent’s True Enjoyment 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

 

 ויתחזק ישראל וישב על המטה )מח:ב(

And Yisrael strengthened himself and he sat on the bed (48:2) 

 

It must be hard to comprehend why Yaakob sat up when he heard that Yosef entered the room. Picture the moment. The choicest of our 

forefathers lays on his bed in his last minutes to live. Most of us would tell anyone in this state to relax and be as comfortable as possible, 

but Yaakob was different and Rashi takes note. Quoting the Medrash Tanhuma, Yaakob says “Although he is my son, he is also a king and 

thereby I shall show him respect.” Rashi teaches us a lesson from this verse that we must always show respect and dignity to the throne. 

While it is generally the responsibility of the son to stand or sit up for the father, Yaakob felt it was necessary, even on his death bed, to 

show future generations that rulership should never be taken lightly, no matter what the relationship. 

However, it’s the Zohar that I’d wish to direct your attention to. In answering why the Tora needed to write that Yaakob lived in Egypt for 

seventeen years, it simultaneously gives us a different take of why Yaakob sat up when Yosef entered the room. The Zohar explains that all 

of Yaakob’s life was in pain and agony. He suffered in the house of Lavan, escaping from his brother Esav, Dina’s kidnapping and suffering 

the embarrassment of his two sons wiping out an entire city. In addition, we can’t forget the twenty-two years he was without his favourite 

son. Yet, the in his final moments, seeing Yosef in all his splendour, “he felt whole in his soul for he saw his mother Rahel in his face.” The 

Tora refers to both Rahel and Yosef as “Yefe/Yefat Toar” and from here our Sages explain that they shared the same beautiful appearance. 

Seeing Yosef for this final time, handsome like his mother, made it as if he never suffered at all in his life. Thus, the verse states that 

Yaakob lived in Egypt for seventeen years. His real life, his good life, was the seventeen years that he was with Yosef. 

As parents, this serves as a tremendous lesson. We raise our children with the hopes that they will be role-models for their peers and com-

munity. Sometimes we think our dreams are dashed as they find their own way and choose to live their own lives. We suffer through our 

days wondering why we weren’t successful in their upbringing. The anxiety is overwhelming. The thought of not-knowing whether you did 

enough is difficult to bear. We ask ourselves if we did anything wrong to deserve such agony. But at the end of our lives, we look at our 

children, we see them in their limelight, we see them drowning in success and we say, “I guess it was enough.” Yaakob spent his entire life 

dealing with family troubles. The odds were stacked against him; no one more than Yosef. In the end, on his last day, the last vision he 

sees is the one of his beloved wife Rahel; the woman who helped raise this child with him. Seeing Yosef in his prominence reminded 

Yaakob of the toil and effort he put forth during those first seventeen years Yosef’s life. I believe, it is for that reason, that he got to enjoy 

the last seventeen years of his life living the “parent dream.” 




