
Shabbat Prayer Times 

Mazal Tov 
To the Nacson and Barkhordarian families on the wedding of their children, 
Nissim and Krystal.

Happy Anniversary 
 Patrick Abtan & Carolyn Boulos  Jimmy & Natalie Bitton

Birthdays this week 
Tamara Elmaleh, Gabriel Eliyahu Bensimon, Yaacov Medina, Amram Yoseph Bensimon, 

Jordana Toby, Yaakob Aboudi, Gad Elmaleh, Cindy Amiel, Armando Cohen 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jimmy Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Balak  פרשת בלק
Shabbat July 16th 2022, ב" תשפ יז' תמוז  / 17 Tammuz 5782 

Perasha Page 856 Haftarah 1189  והיה in Artscroll 

äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 7:00 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir 7:45 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 9:00 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 7:45 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 8:15 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 9:50 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 5:51 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:37 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–8:56 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 7:05 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    immediately following Minha 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Shabbat Kiddush 

Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we 

are thrilled to welcome everyone back to SKC for a congrega-

tional Shabbat Kiddush.   

Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or even 

helping us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the of-

fice at 905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail 

to social@kehilacentre.com. 

Kiddush this week is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Albert and 

Sally Nacson in honor of the Shabbat Hatan  

Seuda Shelishit 

Over the past few months, the Divre Torah during Seuda 

Shelishit have tackled interesting and thought-provoking topics 

such as: 

- Leaving negative reviews online

- Adding a name for a sick person

- Stepping and walking on graves

- Carrying weapons on Shabbat

This week's topic: TBA  

Seuda Selishit this week is sponsored by 

the Sephardic Kehila Centre 

Rabbi's Absence 

Rabbi Kadoch will be in Eretz Yisrael with his family celebrating 

his son Avi's Bar Mitzvah over the next few weeks. He can be 

reached on WhatsApp if needed. 

Mazal Tov to the entire family on their simha.  

Shabbat Kids' Program 

We encourage parents to bring their children to the centre and 

feel comfortable that they are in a safe and healthy environ-

ment  with program of activities to entertain and educate chil-

dren of the community while their parents pray. The kid's pro-

gram is located in the Lower Level Social Hall (Restaurant) and 

will run from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm (noon) on Shabbat. 

Shiva Asar B'Tammuz Times 

Sunday July 17th 

Fast begins 4:39am 

Shaharit: 5:10am, 7:45am, 9:00am 

Minha 8:30pm 

Arbit 9:15pm 

Fast ends 9:34pm 

Weekly Shiurim 

ALL SHIURIM ARE POSTPONED FOR THREE WEEKS  

UNTIL THE RABBI RETURNS  

Parashat HaShavua - Thursdays @8pm HYBRID* 

Hilchot Shabbat - Shabbat at 8:30am Main Synagogue 

Mesilat Yesharim - Shabbat 45 min before Tehilim 

Gemara Sanhedrin - Sundays at 7:15am Downstairs synagogue 

Zachary Benatar 

Weekly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women) 

To be added to Zach’s Shiur group, please contact Max Benatar 

at (416) 802-3824  

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot
Messod Azoulay ì"æ, Messody Hadida ì"æ 17 Tamuz / Shabbat July 16th

Rivkah Saporta ì"æ  18 Tamuz / Sunday July 17th

Sandra Azulay ì"æ, Estrella Benaim ì"æ  21 Tamuz / Wednesday July 20th

Jacob Azagury ì"æ 22 Tamuz / Thursday July 21st

David Cohen ì"æ 23 Tamuz / Friday July 22nd

Nahalot for the following week 

Bella Bentolila 24 Tammuz / Shabbat July 23rd 

Salomon Benmaman ì"æ  29 Tammuz/ Thursday July 28th



Parashat Balak: The Story of Bilam as 

a Lesson in Emuna 

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour  

 

Parashat Balak tells the famous story of the 

attempt made by Balak, the king of Moab, to 

annihilate Am Yisrael by hiring a gentile 

prophet, Bilam, to place a curse on them. G-d 

intervened and protected Beneh Yisrael by 

forcing Bilam to bless them, instead. 

 

The Gemara in Masechet Berachot (12b) 

makes a startling statement, telling us that 

the Rabbis considered including this section 

of the Torah as part of our daily Shema text. 

They thought that this story is so vitally im-

portant that it should be read each and every 

day, as one of the paragraphs of Shema. The 

only reason why they did not include it, the 

Gemara tells, is because it is quite lengthy, 

and would inconvenience people to have 

them recite it each day. 

The obvious question arises, why would this 

section have been selected for the daily She-

ma recitation? What is it about the story of 

Bilam that warranted its daily recitation as 

part of the text of Shema? 

Rav Pinchas Friedman (contemporary) finds 

the answer in the connection between Bilam 

and another evil man who sought to destroy 

our nation – Laban, the uncle and father-in-

law of Yaakob Abinu. As we read in Parashat 

Vayeseh (Bereshit 31:23-24), Laban pursued 

Yaakob, and just before he caught up to him, 

G-d appeared to Laban and warned him not 

to "speak with Yaakob good or bad" – imply-

ing that, like Bilam, Laban sought to kill 

Yaakob and his family with speech, by plac-

ing a curse on them. The Arizal (Rav Yishak 

Luria, 1534-1572) taught that Laban was 

Bilam’s grandfather – and, moreover, that 

Laban’s soul was reincarnated in Bilam. This 

explains several aspects of the story of 

Bilam, including the incident when an angel 

obstructed his path as he traveled, and the 

donkey veered to the side and crushed 

Bilam’s leg against the wall (22:25). Targum 

Yonatan Ben Uziel writes that this wall was 

the heap of stones prepared by Laban and 

Yaakob as a symbol of the truce that they 

eventually made (Bereshit 31:46-53). They 

pledged that neither would cross this collec-

tion of stones to inflict harm upon the other. 

Bilam – a reincarnation of Laban – violated 

this truce when he crossed these stones on 

his way to curse Beneh Yisrael, and so his leg 

was injured by these very stones. 

 

One of the points of connection between 

Laban and Bilam is the fact that they both 

despised Beneh Yisrael, but ended up help-

ing our nation. As much as Laban despised 

Yaakob and everything he stood for, he end-

ed up giving Yaakob four wives with whom 

he produced the twelve tribes. In essence, 

Laban – who hated Am Yisrael – inadvertently 

built the foundations of the Jewish Nation. 

Bilam, too, set out to destroy Beneh Yisrael 

by cursing them, but G-d transformed these 

curses into beautiful blessings, some of 

which are used even to this day. 

We can now understand why the story of 

Bilam was deemed worthy of being included 

in the text of Shema, when we reaffirm our 

faith in G-d. Shema begins with the procla-

mation, "Hashem Elokenu Hashem Ehad" – 

that G-d is one, that He is the only fully inde-

pendent power in the world. Nothing else in 

the world has any independent control or 

authority; the sun rises each morning only 

because G-d has it rise. The greatest – or at 

least one of the greatest – manifestations of 

G-d’s exclusive power is the way He manipu-

lates the wicked to achieve the precise oppo-

site of what they set out to accomplish. The 

story of Bilam shows us how even when an 

exceedingly powerful or talented enemy sets 

out to destroy Am Yisrael, he not only fails, 

but ends up making Am Yisrael better and 

stronger. This is why the Rabbis considered 

including this story as part of Shema – be-

cause it serves as a powerful lesson in Emu-

na, teaching us that nobody and nothing has 

any power besides G-d. 

Learning this story, then, should reinforce 

our faith in Hashem, and remind us that no 

matter what kind of problem we face, no 

matter what difficulties we struggle with, G-

d, who exercises full, unlimited control over 

the world, can assist us. We never need to 

experience fear or anxiety, because, as the 

story of Bilam reminds us, G-d has the power 

to transform any situation – no matter how 

difficult – into a source of great blessing. 

Balak – A glimmer within darkness 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

 ויהיו המתים במגפה ארבעה ועשרים אלף" )כה:ט("

“And the deceased in the plague were twenty-four thousand.” (25:9) 

 

 There was once a story told of a certain tzadik named R’ Shraga Feivel who lived at the time of the Vilna Gaon. After 

he passed, he left a son who was childless. This son, would pray constantly at the grave of his father, hoping for a yeshua 

so that Hakadosh Baruch Hu would bless him with children. One night, his father, R’ Shraga Feivel came to him in a dream 

and told him that within the year he will have a son. In the dream his son asked him why specifically now was his prayer 

answered over all the other times he prayed. His father answered him that this moment was an auspicious moment in the 

heavens since the Vilna Gaon had just discovered a novel interpretation to a verse in the Tora and it was his job to reveal 

this discovery to the world since he also merited in his own hidushim (novel explanations) himself. 

 The boy immediately inquired of the hidush by the Vilna Gaon. His father told him that it had to do with the cantilla-

tion mark on the word bamagefa (in the plague) which was an atnah. The verse reads “And the deceased in the plague were 

twenty four thousand.” The problem is that the cantillation mark atnah only comes to separate two statements or ideas in 

one verse. Since this verse only speaks of one idea, the Vilna Gaon wondered why the ta’am atnah was used since it’s in the 

middle of an idea. He answered that buried in the atnah is hidden a deep secret. Primarily, twenty-four thousand male Jews 

were supposed to perish as a result of their sin with the Daughters of Moav. However, out of God’s mercy, any person who 

was naturally supposed to die at that time (not because of the sin) were included in the twenty-four thousand. This limited 

the actual plague. Reading the pasuk like this actualizes the atnah as a clear division between two ideas.  

1) “And the deceased (those who were destined to die) were also enumerated- - in the plague. 

ATNAH (new idea) 

2) The total amount was “twenty-four thousand.” 




