
Shabbat Prayer Times 

Mazal  Tov 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac and Michal Cohen on the birth of a baby boy 

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Sam and Elvy Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence and Adele Levine 

Proud Great-Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Albert and Esther Pinto 

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan and Raquel Green on the birth of a baby girl  

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Reuven and Sandy Brudner and Mr. & Mrs. Marlon and Clara Green 

Proud Great-Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Jack and Biba Benquesus, Mrs. Rita Brudner, 

Mrs. Rebecca Benitah 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Eleanor Ossowski on the birth of a baby girl 

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Sandra Algai and Mr. & Mrs. Stephen and Karen Ossowski 

Mr. Yaacov Medina on the engagement of his grandson Joshua Benchaya of Montréal with Eliana Arnet of Chicago 

Happy Anniversary 
 Eric & Arona Benchetrit 

 Albert & Leni El-Faks 

 Mark & Norma Malinowicz 

Birthdays this week 
Ilana Arrobas, Ethan Gershon Willinger, Adam Stein, Esther Buzaglo, Ariel Benarroch, Elias Anidjar, 

Weitzman Abraham, Amram Elmaleh, Yaakov Benquesus, Itai Dovas, Jack Serruya, Mirey Bahar  

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 
Vice President 
Eric Benchetrit  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

Parnas 
Avi Azuelos 

Shabbat Parah-Parashat Shemini  פרשת שמיני
Shabbat March 26th 2022, ב" תשפ כג' אדר ב  / 23 Adar II 5782

Perasha Page 588 Haftarah 1168 in Artscroll

äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 6:10 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir 7:00 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:20 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 9:00 a.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim 6:25 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 6:55 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 8:21 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:10 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:16 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–7:37 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.

íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.

íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 6:10 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    immediately following Minha 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Summer Schedule 
A reminder that we are now on the summer schedule for Erev Shabbat. 
Minha will begin at 6:00pm followed by Shir HaShirim. 

Daily Minha and Arvit during the week will also follow the summer 
schedule. See the times on front page for more details.

Early Risers, Early Gainers
Join Rabbi Kadoch at 8:30 am Shabbat mornings prior to Shaharit in the 
main synagogue for an informative shiur on Hilchot Shabbat.  Start your 
day with an infusion of Torah.

Open to everyone (coffee and tea available)

Shabbat Kiddush
Kiddushim bring everyone together on multiple levels and we are 
thrilled to welcome everyone back to SKC for a congregational Shabbat 
Kiddush.   

Anyone interested in sponsoring all or part of a kiddush or even helping 
us enhance the weekly kiddush is asked to call the office at 
905-669-7654 x200 or send an e-mail to social@kehilacentre.com. 

Kiddush this week is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Eleanor 
Ossowski in honour of the birth and naming of their daughter.  

Seuda Shelishit 
Over the past few months, the Divre Torah during Seuda Shelishit have 
tackled interesting and thought-provoking topics such as: 

• Leaving negative reviews online
• Adding a name for a sick person
• Stepping and walking on graves
• Carrying weapons on Shabbat

This week's topic: Kissing Mitzvah Objects Part 2 
 
Seuda Shelishit this week is sponsored on the occasion of the hillula of 
Rav Messod Hamou z"l 

COVID-19 Update - March 2022 
As of March 21st, masks are no longer mandatory throughout the 
building.  We ask you to respect those who wish to continue wearing 
masks for protection. 

Thank you to everyone for your cooperation over the last two years. 

KEEP THE DATE - Shabbat HaGadol Shabbaton 
Shabbat HaGadol is the last week before Pesah and in an effort to 

simplify everyone's preparation, we are organizing a Shabbaton that will 

consist of a Friday night (April 8) dinner and a Shabbat lunch (April 9). 

Attendees will be offered the option of attending one or both of the 

meals and registration information will be sent out next week.

Whatsapp Group for Pesah Questions 

The ever-so popular Whatsapp forum to answer Pesah Questions is back 

and ready for another year.  Ask Rabbi Kadoch all your Pesah questions 

to help you prepare for Pesah.   If you need an invite link to join the 
group, please speak to Rabbi Kadoch.

Tefilot and Piyutim 

The young boys of the community, led by Adam Ohayon, continue 

learning the songs and melodies that make our services unique, now 
focusing on Pesah. 

To have your child participate, bring him 30 minutes before Minha on 

Shabbat afternoon. 

Shabbat Kids' Program 

We encourage parents to bring their children to the centre and feel 

comfortable that they are in a safe and healthy environment  with 

program of activities to entertain and educate children of the 

community while their parents pray. 

The kid's program is located in the Lower Level Social Hall (Restaurant) 

and will run from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm (noon) on Shabbat. 

Finding Holiness Podcast

An online directory of all of Rabbi Kadoch's Torah Classes 

Listen on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts. 

Help support the upkeep and hosting of the podcast by sponsoring a 

shiur in honour or in memory of a loved one.  

Join the Finding Holiness Whatsapp group to receive links to uploaded 

classes. For more information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch 

Sunday Morning Gemara 

The habura that learns Gemara every Sunday morning began a brand 

new Masechet on February 27th, Tractate Sanhedrin. Beli Ayin Hara, the 

group has finished 3 tractates since it's started learning and is looking 

for more men to join. Sundays at 7:15am. 

Weekly Shiurim 

Monday - Study of the Amida (men and women) @ 8 pm ONLINE 

Wednesday-Torah Learning-Limud Torah BACK TO BASICS @8pm 

Thursday - Weekly Parasha (men and women all ages)  @ 8 pm 

Zachary Benatar 

Monthly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women) 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the

Nahalot
Abraham Benedid ì"æ, 25 Adar II / Monday March 28th

Haim Keslassy ì"æ, 26 Adar II / Tuesday March 29th

Jacob Keslassy ì"æ, 27 Adar II / Wednesday March 30th

Nahalot for the following week 

Yaakob Azuelos ì"æ, Moshe Cohen ì"æ, Mimon youssef Ben youssef ye-

hoshua ì"æ, Chola Benchetrit ì"æ 1 Nissan / Shabbat April 2nd

Zisel Boim ì"æ, Joseph Edery ì"æ,  Rachel Vaturi  2 Nissan / Sun. April 3rd

Menahem Benadiba ì"æ 3 Nissan /  Monday April 4th

Molly Citron ì"æ, 4 Nissan / Tuesday April 5th

Mercedes Bensimhom ì"æ, Esther Cohen ì"æ 5 Nissan / Wed. April 6th

Marie Elmaleh ì"æ, Rahel Esseis ì"æ, Hananiah Cohen ì"æ 6 Nissan /

Thursday April 7th 



Parashat Shemini: The Lesson of the 

Para Aduma 

Rabbi Eli J. Mansour 

The section of Parashat Para, which speaks 

about the Para Aduma ("red heifer"), is read 

before Rosh Hodesh Nissan, because in the 

times of the Bet Ha’mikdash, the people 

would need to purify themselves in 

preparation for the Pesach sacrifice. The 

special water made with the ashes of the 

Para Aduma was used to purify people and 

objects that had become Tameh (impure) as 

a result of contact with a human corpse. 

The Sages teach that the command of the 

Para Aduma was issued nearly a year after 

the Exodus from Egypt, at the beginning of 

the month of Nissan, at the time of the 

inauguration of the Mishkan. It was only at 

that point when these laws became relevant, 

as people in a state of Tum’a (impurity) 

were barred from entering the Mishkan and 

from partaking of the sacrifices offered 

there. 

Interestingly, however, Beneh Yisrael actually 

learned about the Para Aduma earlier. As 

Rashi comments in Parashat Beshalah 

(Shemot 15:25), when Beneh Yisrael en-

camped in a place called Mara after crossing 

through the sea, G-d gave them a number of 

Misvot – one of them being the Misva of Para 

Aduma. Although this Misva would not 

become practically relevant until nearly a 

year later, nevertheless, they were taught 

this Misva already then. 

The question naturally arises as to why this 

Misva was deemed significant enough to be 

one of the Misvot taught in Mara. The other 

Misvot, Rashi writes, were fundamental Torah 

precepts – Shabbat observance, and Dinim 

(the establishment of a just court system). 

But why was it important for Beneh Yisrael to 

learn about the Para Aduma already at that 

point, in Mara? 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky (1891-1986) 

explained that Para Aduma constitutes the 

quintessential "Hok" – Misva whose rationale 

eludes human comprehension. The Torah 

commands taking a cow with very specific 

properties – it’s completely red, without 

physical defects, and has never been used 

for any work – and to burn it and mix its 

ashes with natural spring water. This water 

will then bring purity to people and articles 

that had become impure. There is no 

possibility of explaining the rationale for this 

concept. The Sages teach that even King 

Shlomo, the wisest of all men, conceded that 

he could not understand the reason behind 

this Misva. 

This is why it was so important for Beneh 

Yisrael to learn this Misva at a very early 

stage, even before Matan Torah. As part of 

their preparation for Matan Torah, they 

needed to be shown that all Misvot – even 

those which appear to have a compelling 

rationale, and which we thus think we 

understand – must be observed out of a 

sense of submis-sion and subservience to   
G-d, and not because we understand what 

they are intended to accomplish. Para 

Aduma, the quintessential "Hok," shows us 

how to approach all Misvot – as G-d’s 

commands which we humbly obey, 

regardless of whether or not we understand 

why He commanded them. 

The anonymous Sefer Ha’hinuch is a work 

which lists all 613 Misvot (according to the 

Rambam’s counting) , and suggests reasons 

for each one. The author writes openly that 

he presents these reasons only to help us 

better appreciate the Misva’s value, without 

claiming that they fully encapsulate the rea-

sons behind Misvot. The Hebrew word for 

"reason," he notes, is "Ta’am," which also 

means "flavor." Uncovering reasons for Mis-

vot enhances their "flavor," making their 

performance more meaningful. But just as a 

food product can be eaten and offers 

nutritional value even without seasoning, 

similarly, the Misvot are valuable and vitally 

important even if we do not understand their 

reasoning. The Sages teach that Abraham 

Abinu ate Masa on Pesach. Quite obviously, 

he lived well before the Exodus from Egypt, 

which the Misva of Masa commemorates. The 

Brisker Rav (Rav Yitzhak Zev Soloveitchik, 

1886-1959) noted that this shows that eating 

Masa on Pesach is intrinsically valuable 

simply because G-d commanded us to do so. 

Commemorating Yesiat Misrayim is but the 

"Ta’am," an additional element to the Misva, 

but the essence of the Misva of Masa is our 

humble subservience to the divine will. 

This is the message of the Para Aduma – that 

we observe all of the Torah’s Misvot out of a 

sense of submission to Hashem’s authority, 

irrespective of whether or not we understand 

their reason. 

Parashat Shemini – The Chosen One 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

 אל המזבח״ )ט:ז ״ויאמר משה אל אהרן קרב(

“And Moshe said to Aharon, approach the Altar.” (9:7)

Rashi, quoting a medrash in Tosefta, says that Aharon HaKohen was embarrassed and feared approaching the mizbeah. Moshe 

told him “Why are you embarrassed? For this reason, you were chosen.” I read an interesting explanation on this medrash by Rabbi Chaim 

Kohen Rapaport in the name of his father. 

When God revealed Himself to Moshe by the burning bush, the pasuk relates that Moshe “turned his face.” The medrash, 

disapproving of Moshe’s reaction, claims that if Moshe wouldn’t have turned his face, God would have revealed to him so much more 

(namely, what’s above and below the world). In addition, the pasuk states that Hashem got angry with Moshe and as a result he took away 

the priesthood from Moshe and gave it to Aharon. That’s why God, when speaking to Moshe, refers to Aharon as “your brother, the Levi.” 

Once referring him as “your brother” why was it necessary to call him “the Levi?” Rashi explains there that God was sending Moshe a harsh 

message. “Really, you were worthy of being the Kohen and he (Aharon) the Levi, but now that you turned your face from Me, you’re going 

to be the Levi, and he the Kohen. 

We see that because Moshe was embarrassed, turned his face and refused to be God’s messenger in leading His people out of 

Egypt, the priesthood was removed from him and given to Aharon. So now that Moshe sees his own brother embarrassed and fearful in 

approaching the altar, he asks: “Why are you embarrassed? This is why you were chosen!” As if to say, “only because of my embarrassment 

years back was the priesthood taken from me and given to you. If you shy away from it now, it may get taken from you as well! Approach 

the mizbeah and begin the service.” 

One can also ask on Rashi’s initial explanation that Aharon had two reasons to not approach the altar: shyness and fear. However, 

when Moshe is convincing him to approach, he only asks him why he is embarrassed to move forward, making no mention of “fear.” Why is 

this the case? 

The Gemara in Berachot 12b states that any person who commits a sin and is embarrassed from it, all of his sins are forgiven. 

Embarrassment and remorse are what cleanses the stain of sin and leads a person back to teshuva. Moshe was telling Aharon as follows: 

“From the fact that you are embarrassed, the sin of the Golden Calf has now been forgiven. You have no reason to fear anymore to 

approach the mizbeah. This is why you were chosen, because you took that first step of Teshuva. Now that you are cleansed from sin, you 

may now begin the process of being the means to cleansing others from their sins; by performing God’s holy service on the mizbeah. 



We would like to thank the 350 people who attended the joint Magen David and Abir 

Yaakob Purim Seuda and Carnival and who brought their pent up energy to celebrate and 

have a good time! 

Hazak U'Baruch to our title sponsors, Mr. & Mrs. Allen & Rena Azoulay & Family who 

sponsored the Seuda in Honour of our two Rabbis, Rabbi Azoulay & Rabbi Kadoch, may we 

always have the privilege of following their leadership. 

We thank our other sponsors for their generosity: Ely's Fine Foods, Mr. & Mrs. Assaf Sinai, 

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Kadoch, Mr. & Mrs. Victor Arrobas, Mr. Charles Gabay, Mr. & Mrs. Joe & 

Esther Azoulay, Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Laura Harroch, Mr. & Mrs. Arielle Nahmias, Mr. & Mrs. 

Aaron Hadida and Mr. & Mrs. Sam Benaich 

A very special thank you to Mrs. Sultana Mamann for organizing such a wonderful event. 

May all our tefilot be answered and may we continue to unite as one for many more events 

/ 
On Wednesday, March 23rd, the Tefilot and Piyutim program switched locations and went to the Toronto Marlies Hockey Game. As a reward and thank you for their hard 

work and learning over the last year, 20 boys were joined by 6 adult chaperones for an exciting game between the Marlies and the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins, where 

the Marlies came out 6-1 winners. 

We would like to thank everyone who came out and helped make this evening so much fun, including the parents who encourage their children to come to Tefilot and 

Piyutim every week to learn, the boys for bringing new meaning to the word excitement, the chaperones for making themselves available, Duke the Mascot for being 

such a good sport with our kids and the Marlies players who came out at the end of the evening and signed everything thrown at them (including shoes). Thanks must 

also go to Esther Ohayon for making sure we had kosher snacks for the game and the staff at Centro for being so accommodating when they were invaded by 20 hyper 

excited boys on our way to the game. 

Special thanks to Adam Ohayon for organizing and leading the Tefilot and Piyutim group. The impact on their abilities is nothing short of amazing. We also extend our 

gratitude to Patrick Abtan for donating the tickets for the game. 




