
Shabbat Prayer Times 

Mazal Tov
Armando Abitbol and Erin Keslassy on their recent engagement 

Proud Parents:  Mr. & Mrs. Isaac and Giny Abitbol and Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy and Limor Keslassy  

Proud Grandparents:  Mrs. Loli Abitbol, Mr. & Mrs. Martin & Mati Jakubowicz, Mr. & Mrs. Max and    

Mercedes Keslassy and Mrs. Shoshana Rosenberg  

Happy Anniversary 
Robert & Vivian Benmergui 

Birthdays this week 
Ari Gal, David H. Bensimon, Meyer Benchetrit, Jaden Benquesus, Yaakov Bohbot, Joseph Shemesh, 

Sandy Benchetrit, Helene Saban, Samantha Halioua, Mercedes Keslassy 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 
Vice President 
Eric Benchetrit  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 

Marc Kadoch 
Parnas 

Avi Azuelos 

Parashat Mishpatim  פרשת משפטים
Shabbat January 29th 2022, ב" תשפ כז' שבט  / 27 Shevat 5782

Perasha Page 416 Haftarah 1156 in Artscroll

äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 5:05 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 5:05 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim 4:10 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 4:40 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 6:10 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:38 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:04 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–5:24 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.

íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.

íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha

úéáøò Arbit

5:15 p.m.

    18 minutes after Sunset 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Megilat Ester 

Come and study Megilat Ester with Rabbi Kadoch beginning this 

Wednesday night at 8pm. The class has been sponsored in memory of 

Mrs. Alegria Benmaman z"l by her loving grandchildren. 

See the flyer above for more details. 

Rosh Hodesh Adar 1 

Rosh Hodesh Adar Rishon will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Esther in Two (Season Two) 

Thank you to Dr. and Mrs. Adam and Esther Ohayon for sponsoring the 

2nd season of Esther in Two in memory of Abraham Shelomo Edery z"l 

and Yosef Amram Edery z"l. Ten short (2-minute) episodes consisting of 

inspiring ideas and lessons on the Megila will be published in the weeks 

prior to Purim. 

Stay tuned! 

Mishmar - Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Boys 13 and older can join a successful night of learning, food and  

basketball led by Isaac Nacson. Speak to Isaac for more  details 

Next Shabbat 

Beginning next Shabbat, February 5th, Shaharit services will resume at 

9:00am. 

Finding Holiness Website - NOW LIVE! 

We are happy to announce that Rabbi Kadoch's Finding Holiness podcast 

now has a website with all his shiurim archived and organized by topic. 

Check it out at www.findingholiness.com. 

Weekly Shiurim 

Monday - Study of the Amida (men and women) @ 8 pm ONLINE 

Wednesday-Torah Learning-Limud Torah BACK TO BASICS @8pm 

Thursday - Weekly Parasha (men and women all ages)  @ 8 pm 

Zachary Benatar 

Monthly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women)

COVID-19 Update - January 2022 

Government rules have been relaxed as of January 31st, 2022 
but we are still following some restrictions this Shabbat.

1. No Kiddushim on Shabbat

2. No kids' program on Shabbat

3. The use of masks during services will be reinforced 

We wish to remind everyone to monitor themselves and their 

children and to stay at home if they have been exposed or are 

showing symptoms of illness.  We have heard of significant 

COVID exposure in our community and need to ensure that we 

minimize any potential spread. 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the

Nahalot
Victor Haim Benisty ì"æ  27 Shevat / Shabbat January 29th

Shimon Reboh ì"æ  28 Shevat / Sunday January 30th

Victor Chaim Benisti ì"æ, Jean Aronovici ì"æ  1 Adar / Wednesday Feb. 2nd

Yitzhak Nahmias ì"æ, Isaac Medina ì"æ, Albert Benzacar ì"æ, Sam Guziker

ì"æ  2 Adar / Thursday February 3rd

Nahalot for the following week 

David Igelman ì"æ, Victor Totah ì"æ  7 Adar /Tuesday February 8th

Juliette Ohayon ì"æ, Aharon Assor ì"æ, Rahamin Sibony ì"æ 8 Adar  /

Wednesday February 9th 

Renee Weinberger ì"æ 9 Adar / Thursday February 10th

Esther Buzaglo ì"æ 10 Adar / Friday February 11th



Parashat Mishpatim: Humility and 

Scholarship 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

 

Parashat Mishpatim presents us with a 

lengthy series of laws dealing primarily with 

civil matters, situations such as damages, the 

responsibility of a watchman or borrower for 

the item entrusted to him, money lending, 

and similar legal questions. 

 

Rashi, commenting to the opening verse of 

the Parasha, offers an explanation for the 

connection between these laws and the end 

of the previous Parasha, Parashat Yitro. The 

final verses of Parashat Yitro discuss a num-

ber of laws relevant to the Mizbe’ah, the altar 

upon which sacrifices were offered in the Bet 

Ha’mikdash. The juxtaposition between 

these laws and the laws in Parashat Mishpa-

tim, Rashi explains, alludes to the require-

ment for the Sanhedrin – the highest body of 

Torah authority – to convene near the court-

yard of the Bet Ha’mikdash, where the altar 

was situated. The Torah linked its discussion 

of the altar and its presentation of its civil 

laws to instruct that the Sanhedrin, the body 

assigned the task of elucidating the law, was 

to have its offices near the altar. We might 

also propose an additional explanation. 

 

The final verse of Parashat Yitro introduces 

the prohibition against ascending to the altar 

by stairs. The Torah commands that a ramp 

be used to reach the top of the altar, instead 

of a staircase. The Keli Yakar (Rav Shlomo 

Efrayim Luntschitz, Prague, 1550-1619) ex-

plains that walking up stairs symbolizes arro-

gance, as one spreads his legs and takes 

long, proud strides. We are to serve G-d with 

a sense of humble subservience, without 

even a tinge of arrogance, and so the Torah 

forbade ascending to the altar via stairs. 

 

With this in mind, let us proceed to more 

closely examine the next verse – the opening 

verse of Parashat Mishpatim, in which G-d 

introduces to Moshe the Torah’s code of civil 

law by stating, "And these are the laws which 

you shall place before them." Rashi, noting 

the unusual expression, "Tasim Lifnehem" – 

"you shall place before them," explains that 

Moshe was to present the laws to the people 

in a clear, accessible fashion, "like a set table 

that is prepared before the people for eat-

ing." Torah should ideally be taught like a 

"Shulhan Aruch" – a "set table," clearly and 

lucidly, such that the students can easily 

absorb the information as though taking 

readymade food from a properly arranged 

table. 

 

Rashi’s comments are, of course, the origin 

of the title chosen by Maran, Rav Yosef Karo 

(1488-1575), for his remarkable Halachic 

work – "Shulhan Aruch" – which presents the 

entire corpus of practical Halacha in a clear, 

organized manner. The Hida (Rav Haim Yosef 

David Azulai, 1724-1806), in his book Shem 

Ha’gedolim, writes that during the times of 

Maran, there were two other outstanding 

scholars who worked on this very same pro-

ject – the composition of a clear, organized 

code of practical Halacha. However, out of 

these three projects, only Maran’s Shulhan 

Aruch was successful and gained universal 

acceptance throughout the Torah world. The 

Hida writes that he received a tradition ex-

plaining that Maran’s project was successful 

because of his exceptional humility. He wrote 

and conducted himself with a sense of hum-

ble submission, and it was this quality which 

earned him the great privilege of producing a 

work which quickly became the authoritative 

source of practical Halacha for the entire 

Jewish Nation. It turns out, then, that pre-

senting Torah "like a set table" requires hu-

mility. In order to succeed in this ambitious 

endeavor, of teaching Torah in a clear, acces-

sible fashion, one must conduct himself 

humbly and avoid all arrogance. 

 

Accordingly, we might suggest a connection 

between the final verse of Parashat Yitro – 

the prohibition against ascending to the altar 

with stairs – and the beginning of Parashat 

Mishpatim, which speaks of presenting Torah 

clearly, "like a set table." Underlying both 

commands is the theme of humility, which 

must characterize our service of G-d and 

which is a necessary prerequisite for success-

fully transmitting the Torah to the next gen-

eration. Other disciplines can be effectively 

taught regardless of the teacher’s character; 

even an arrogant, conceited instructor can 

figure out how to present information clearly. 

When it comes to Torah, however, character 

is integral to the process of learning and 

transmission. The sacred words of the Torah 

are accurately and effectively communicated 

only by those who have developed and re-

fined their characters in the manner required 

by the Torah, who conduct themselves with 

humility, patience and graciousness. Only 

scholars with such character are worthy and 

capable of presenting the Torah "as a set 

table," the way Torah is meant to be taught. 

Yitro - Much more than a nameMishpatim 5778 - Simple stuff 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

 

 ואלה המשפטים אשר תשים לפניהם" )כא:א("

"And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them” 

    Immediately following Matan Torah, the Jewish people were given a set of regulatory laws to direct their lives. These laws, for the most 

part, seem obvious. Any human being with bare morals will understand the need to refrain from lying, return lost objects or not strike 

his/her parents. This is why Rashi, opening his commentary on the parasha, needs to tell us that all these laws were given on Har Sinai. As 

obvious as they may be, the vav in the word “Ve’Ele” comes to extend what was given on Har Sinai. Therefore a person should not think 

that commandments such as helping to unload your friend’s animal, or refraining from cursing your parents and hitting your fellow, were 

unpronounced due to their indisputablility.  

    Yet, the word Mishpatim struck me. Why choose this word? Why choose these set of laws to begin the deliverance of our mitzvot? I would 

like to say the following. It makes sense to begin teaching elementary Jews simple laws rather than more complex ones. We know that our 

commandments are basically divided into two categories; Hukim and Mishpatim. Hukim are the commandments that are beyond reason; 

commandments that we cannot grasp why God would give them, yet we fulfill them with love to gain the utmost reward. Included in these 

would be: Para Aduma, Tzitzit, Kashrut etc. Mishpatim are the laws that make sense and with good reason: Do not murder, do not kidnap, 

give charity, respect your parents etc… Following the Ten Commandments, the Torah felt the need to break us in slowly, give us the laws 

which are easy for us to understand before delving into more profound areas of the Torah. 

    I believe from this we can learn a fundamental lesson in how to engage ourselves when it comes to studying and learning about our reli-

gion. Often people get excited learning Torah, especially if it’s for the first time. That’s a good thing. However, one cannot be pulled into 

matters of the Torah which far outweigh his current level of comprehension or knowledge in Torah. As tempting it is to delve into matters 

of Kabbala, Zohar or other mystical concepts, one must first have a solid foundation of what our Torah is about. One should engage first in 

the “mishpatim” before tackling the “hukim.” It’s unfortunate that I see many people eager to dive into the Torah but forgoing the basics of 

Parashat HaShavua and essentials of Halacha. How can you attempt a Ramban or Ohr HaHaim HaKadosh, without mastering Rashi? How can 

you contend with a Gemara without first confronting Mishna? Have you grasped the laws of Shema, Tefila, Shabbat and holidays so well that 

you feel the need to explore the intricacies of Kashrut? 

    The lesson of Mishpatim is clear. The giving of the Torah began a process that would span generations until the end of time. It is im-

portant to realize that there are steps to complete that process and one can only advance by beginning with baby steps, moving slowly 

towards larger strides. When this method is followed diligently, before you know it, you’ll be off and running. 






