
Shabbat Prayer Times 

Mazal Tov
Jacob and Elisheva Benchetrit on the birth of a baby boy in Miami, Florida 

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Sheri Benchetrit
Proud Great-Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Jacob and Lucie Benchetrit  

Mimi and Aryeh Schwartz (and little Brother Yosef) on the birth of a baby girl in Detroit, Michigan 

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Joe and Shulamit Elmaleh 

Birthdays this week 
Tamar Kadoch, Haim Joseph Moryousef, Jamie Afriat, Avi Benlezrah, Ella Benquesus, Sam Elfassy, Devora 

Arrobas, Aaron Serruya, Nathalie Toby, Hadassa Bohbot, Biba Atara Benquesus, Joseph Mordechai 

Rothenberg, Jonathan Zrihen, Ezra Bitton, David Nacson 

ã"ñá 
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Parashat Yitro  פרשת יתרו
Shabbat January 22nd 2022, ב" תשפ כ' שבט  / 20 Shevat 5782

Perasha Page 394 Haftarah 1154 in Artscroll

äçðî Minha  (Main Synagogue) 4:55 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:55 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:45 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:45 a.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim 4:00 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 4:30 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 6:02 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:45 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:06 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–5:15 pm

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.

íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.

íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 5:05 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit    18 minutes after Sunset 

Weekday Services 



Synagogue News
Condolences
Biba and Jack Benquesus, Rosie and Carlos Melul, Mercedes and Moshe 

Bendayan on the passing of their mother and mother-in-law and our 

dear friend and member, Mrs. Alegria Benmaman z"l.  Our condolences 

go to the entire family on their loss. 

Sam Oziel and to Isaac Oziel and Daniel Oziel on the sudden passing of 

a good friend and esteemed community member Mr. Elie Oziel z"l, 

brother and uncle to our dear members.  Our con-dolences also go to 

his children, Isaac, Ariel, Moshe, Nadine and Dahlia and the entire Oziel 

family. 

Elias Azulay and Jack Azulay as well as to Mr. Habib Azulay and Mrs. 

Alegria Bromberg on the passing in Israel of Mrs. Sol Zagu-ry z"l, their 

sister.  Our condolences extend to the entire Azulay family for their 

loss. 

Mr. Simon Sabbah as well as Mrs. Sandy Volgyi and Mrs. Jennifer 

Gershon on the passing of Mrs. Rachel Sabbah z"l, sister and aunt to 

our dear members and friends. 

Our condolences go to her children, Daniella, Ruth, Ilana,   Yardena and 

to the entire Sabbah family. 

May their Neshamot rest eternally in Gan Eden and may we only hear 

Besorot Tovot.  Amen. 

Mishmara 

The Mishmara (7 days) of Mrs. Alegria Benmaman z"l will take place on 

Sunday Jan 23rd beginning with Minha at 5:00pm in the main 

synagogue. 

Avot U'Banim
Avot U'Banim for fathers and sons will resume this Motsae Shabbat, 
January 22nd at 7:00pm in the Downstairs Synagogue.Food, prizes and 
lots of learning.

Tefilot and Piyutim
This popular learning program, led by Adam Ohayon, resumes this 
Shabbat.  Pre-Bar Mitzvah boys are encouraged to meet at 4:00pm on 
Shabbat to learn tefilot and piyutim.

Mishmar - Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Boys 13 and older can join a successful night of learning, food and  

basketball led by Isaac Nacson. Speak to Isaac for more  details 

Winter Shabbatot 

During the months of January, Shabbat Shaharit will begin at 8:45am 

with Korbanot. 

Finding Holiness Website - NOW LIVE! 

We are happy to announce that Rabbi Kadoch's Finding Holiness podcast 

now has a website with all his shiurim archived and organized by topic. 

Check it out at www.findingholiness.com. 

Weekly Shiurim 

Monday - Study of the Amida (men and women) @ 8 pm ONLINE 

Wednesday-Torah Learning-Limud Torah BACK TO BASICS @8pm 

Thursday - Weekly Parasha (men and women all ages)  @ 8 pm 

Zachary Benatar 

Monthly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: Parasha (men and women) 

Esther in Two (season two) 

Rabbi Kadoch is looking for sponsors for his next mini-series on the 

Finding Holiness podcast. Continuing last year's tremendous success, 

the next season of "Esther in Two" will consist of ten, two-minute epi-

sodes with lessons from the Megila and the Purim story. 

If interested in sponsoring the series in honour or in memory of a loved 

one, please contact Rabbi Kadoch by emailing him 

at rabbikadoch@kehilacentre.com 

COVID-19 Update - January 2022 

Per the new COVID regulations announced by the Province of 

Ontario, we have changed a few things at SKC to reduce the risk 

for the next 3 weeks. 

1. No Kiddushim on Shabbat

2. No kids' program on Shabbat

3. All Shiurim will be delivered online

4. Non-religious events will be deferred or postponed

5. The use of masks during services will be reinforced 

We wish to remind everyone to monitor themselves and their 

children and to stay at home if they have been exposed or are 

showing symptoms of illness.  We have heard of significant 

COVID exposure in our community and need to ensure that we 

minimize any potential spread. 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the

Nahalot
Jacob Benaim ì"æ, Miryam Wolf ì"æ  20 Shevat /Shabbat January 22nd

Haim Abihsira ì"æ, Hasiba Dadoun ì"æ, Eliyahu Edery ì"æ 21 Shevat /

Sunday January 23rd 

Archie Levy ì"æ, Marcelle Simcha Bat Hannah ì"æ 23 Shevat /

Tuesday January 25th 

Samuel Korman ì"æ, Sarah Ruth Michael ì"æ 25 Shevat /Thursday Jan.

27th 

Rabbi Yossef Azuelos  ì"æ 26 Shevat /Friday January 28th

Nahalot for the following week 

Victor Haim Benisty ì"æ  27 Shevat / Shabbat January 29th

Shimon Reboh ì"æ  28 Shevat / Sunday January 30th

Victor Chaim Benisti ì"æ, Jean Aronovici ì"æ  1 Adar / Wednesday Feb. 2nd

Yitzhak Nahmias ì"æ, Isaac Medina ì"æ, Albert Benzacar ì"æ, Sam Guziker

ì"æ  2 Adar / Thursday February 3rd



Parashat Yitro: Accepting the Torah 

She’be’al Peh 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

We read in Parashat Yitro that when Beneh 

Yisrael approached Mount Sinai to accept the 

Torah, "Va’yityasevu Be’tahtit Ha’har" – "they 

stood beneath the mountain" (19:17). The 

Gemara in Masechet Shabbat (88a) explains 

this to mean that the people literally stood 

"beneath the mountain," as G-d uprooted 

Mount Sinai and suspended it over them. He 

warned them that if they didn’t accept the 

Torah, He would drop the mountain on them 

and destroy them. 

Already Tosafot (commentaries by Medieval 

French and German scholars) raise the ques-

tion of how to reconcile this account with 

Beneh Yisrael’s famous proclamation of 

"Na’aseh Ve’nishma" – "We will do and we will 

hear" (Shemot 24:7), committing to observe 

all the Torah’s laws even before hearing 

them. If Beneh Yisrael enthusiastically pro-

nounced their unbridled commitment to G-

d’s laws, why did G-d need to use a threat to 

force them to accept the Torah? 

The Or Ha’hayim Ha’kadosh (Rav Haim Ben-

Attar, 1696-1743), in his Torah commentary 

(Shemot 19:5), answers this question by dis-

tinguishing between the two portions of To-

rah – the Torah She’bi’chtab (written Torah) 

and the Torah She’be’al Peh (oral Torah). The 

Torah She’bi’chtab, of course, is the written 

text of the Humash, which is limited and 

finite, presenting the basic guidelines regard-

ing the 613 commands. The Torah She’be’al 

Peh, however, is infinite, as it continually 

grows. This includes the analysis of the To-

rah’s laws by the Sages, and the safeguards 

and additional laws which they introduced. In 

each generation, the scholars arrive at new 

insights and new understandings, thus mak-

ing this part of Torah – the Torah She’be’al 

Peh – infinite. Therefore, the Or Ha’haim 

writes, Beneh Yisrael happily accepted the 

written Torah before it was given, but not the 

Torah She’be’al Peh. Indeed, they pro-

claimed, "Kol Asher Diber Hashem Na’aseh 

Ve’nishma" – "All that G-d has spoken, we 

will do and we will hear." They accepted "all 

that G-d has spoken" – the direct word of G-

d, but not the words that would be spoken in 

the future by the Rabbis. They were prepared 

to accept the finite written Torah before it 

was given, but they were not ready to blindly 

accept the infinite oral tradition, the teach-

ings of the scholars in every generation. They 

insisted on first hearing each teaching and 

then deciding whether to accept it. 

For this reason, the Or Ha’haim explains, G-d 

needed to threaten Beneh Yisrael – to force 

them to commit in advance to obeying the 

conclusions of the leading Torah scholars in 

each generation, which they initially refused 

to do. 

The Gemara proceeds to relate that whereas 

the Torah was originally accepted under du-

ress, much later in history, the Jews accepted 

the Torah willingly. After the Purim miracle, 

in response to the great salvation they expe-

rienced, the Jews affirmed their willful ac-

ceptance of the Torah. The Or Ha’haim ex-

plains that having seen the leadership of 

Mordechai, the foremost scholar of the time, 

and how he ended up saving them, they re-

committed themselves to heeding the words 

of the Sages. Inspired by the miracle brought 

about through Mordechai, the Jews reaf-

firmed their commitment to not only the 

written Torah, but also to the Torah She’be’al 

Peh, to respecting the authority of the Torah 

scholars and obeying their rulings and teach-

ings. 

Yitro - Much more than a name 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

 לא תשא את שם ה' אלהיך לשוא" )כ:ו("

"Do not bear the name of Hashem your God in vain.”

 The third of the ten commandments is arguably the one most least followed. Within it contains some very severe transgressions which 

the Torah seems very unforgiving about. Among these transgressions are swearing falsely in God’s name which the Talmud devotes an 

entire tractate to its austerity. I would like to take the opportunity to quote for you the words of Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra on the harshness 

of this commandment with hopes that you will be left as bewildered as I was when I read it the first time. 

    “Know that the name of God is true and a person who speaks of something and doesn’t fulfill it, is as if he denies His truth. For why, if 

the custom of Egypt until this day, is that if a person would swear in the name of the king and would fail to execute his word, he is a man 

of death. All the more so for the King of Kings, should we need to adhere to what we say, lest our mouths bring us to sin deserving of such 

a fate….Seek throughout the entire Ten Commandments and you will find no mention of reward other than the commandment to Honour 

thy Parents, and no mention of punishment other than idolatry and saying God’s name in vain. In our case the Torah explicitly mentions 

that God will not cleanse the person who says His name in vain. Many are of the opinion that this is no sin at all, but I will show them that 

this is much worse than any of the transgressions yet to be listed (in the Ten Commandments). For one who murders or commits adultery, 

cannot do so at any moment he wishes, for there is a fear factor at some point, lest he get caught. However one using God’s name in vain 

can commit this sin many times over without even realizing it. Moreover, if one was to rebuke for doing such, he will swear that he will 

never do it again since he is so used to doing such a transgression. For what benefit is there for saying His name in vain. At least when one 

murders or commits adultery, there is a benefit involved; either revenge or physical pleasure, but here, one who swears falsely at any given 

moment bears no benefit at all. If this was the only sin that the Jewish people would be transgressing, they would still be deserving of re-

maining in exile and of the nations’ continous punishment and subjugation towards us.” 

    After reading these words, one can’t help but see how terrible this sin really is. Yet, the amount of people using terms such as “I swear 

to God” or “God knows” or “Elohim…” is mindboggling. It is a disease that must be cured, and can only be cured through a proper filtering 

of our speech. We do not want to fall into a category of sin where even God can’t find a way to cleanse it. Let us take this opportunity to 

ensure that God’s name is used only for holy purposes and be’ezrat Hashem, through our efforts, we will merit to exit this long, dreadful 

exile that we are currently surrounded by.  






