
Mazal Tov 
Jacob and Jennifer Anidjar on their recent wedding 

Proud Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Elias and Lidia Anidjar and Mrs. Catherine Mayers 

Yair and Orital Hadar on their recent wedding 

Proud Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo and Shoshana Hadar and Mr. & Mrs. Ze'ev and Helene Saban 

Proud Grandmother: Mrs. Messoda Ohayon 

Adam and Simmi Toby-Blankenstein on the birth of a baby girl  

Proud Grandparents: Mr. & Mrs. Elias and Adina Toby; Mr. Harvey Blankenstein and Mrs. Fay Sliwin 

Proud Great-Grandparents: Mr. & Mrs. Samuel and Alegria Toby, Mr. Albert Sliwin, Mrs. Freda   

Blankenstein 

Happy Anniversary
Sydney & Hanna Ohayon 

Marcos Cohen Botbol & Mercedes Maman de Cohen 

Birthdays this week 
Rosie Melul, Eden Esther Harroch, Felix Algai, Yarden Botbol, Tifha Bensadoun, Natalie Bitton, 

Giselle Amar, Simon Dahan, Leon Elmaleh, Isaac Azulay, Annaelle Levy, Rebecca Shemesh 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 
Vice President 
Eric Benchetrit  

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 

Marc Kadoch 
Parnas 

Avi Azuelos 

Parashat Haye Sara  פרשת חיי שרה
Shabbat October 30th 2021, ב" תשפ כד' חשון  / 24 Heshvan 5782

Perasha Page 106, Haftarah 1136 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha 5:55 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 5:53 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 9:00 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 4:55 p.m.                                   

äçðî  Minha 5:25 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 6:55 p.m

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:15 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:15 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:30 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:00 a.m.

äçðî Minha 5:55 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit

18 minutes after Sunset 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:51 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 10:26 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù–6:10 pm



Synagogue News 
Unveiling 

The unveiling of Paul Senechal z"l will be this coming Sunday, 

October 31st 11:00 am at Pardes Shalom Cemetery in the Iraqi 

Jewish Association of Ontario section (1J).  Paul was a longtime 

and devoted member of SKC for many years and, sadly, no 

memorial had been put up for him until a group of members 

got together to arrange for this to be done. 

We will require a minyan at the graveside and would appreciate 

it if everyone could make an effort to participate in this mitzvah. 

 Please confirm with Rabbi Kadoch or Jean-Claude Abtan if you 

are coming so we can make sure that we have 10 men. 

Rosh Hodesh Kislev 

Rosh Hodesh Kislev will take place on Friday November 5th 

(Thursday night). 

Youth Shabbat UPDATE (Last Shabbat) 

 Last Shabbat, the SKC welcomed over FIFTY boys in the upstairs 

Medrash to conduct Tefila under the supervision of Rabbi Ka-

doch and Isaac Nacson. Following Shaharit, they had a private 

kiddush followed by a 25 minute learning session with Rabbi 

Kadoch on the topic of Ayin Hara. A total of 40 boys over 13 

stayed for a special luncheon where some of the boys participat-

ed in sharing words of Torah and inspiration. We look forward 

to doing it again in the near future. 

Kiddush Is Back! 

Kiddushim have long been an opportunity for everyone to so-

cialize and see each other.  We are thrilled to be able to wel-

come everyone back.  We will need everyone to be mindful of 

social distancing and of COVID restrictions. 

Anyone who wishes to sponsor Kiddush to celebrate an occa-

sion, should contact Sulty in the office at 905-669-7654 x200 or 

via e-Mail at sulty@kehilacentre.com. 

Kiddush, this week, is sponsored by Elias and Lidia Anidjar 

in celebration of Jacob and Jennifer's wedding. 

Seuda Shelishit 

We are holding Seuda Shelishit again, between Minha and Arbit 

on Shabbat, with some adjustments due to COVID restrictions. 

 Anyone who wishes to sponsor Seuda Shelishit in memory of a 

loved one, should contact Sulty in the office at 905-669-7654 

x200 or via e-Mail at sulty@kehilacentre.com. 

Seuda Shelishit, this week, is sponsored by the 

The Sephardic Kehila Centre  

Early Risers, Early Gainers 

Rabbi Kadoch will start a new shiur on Hilchot Shabbat at 

8:30am Shabbat mornings prior to Shaharit in the main syna-

gogue. Start your day with an infusion of Torah. 

Open to everyone - (coffee and tea available) 

NEW: Tefilot and Piyutim 

Attention men and boys who wish to learn the Tefilot and new 

piyutim. This is your opportunity to learn from one of our 

esteemed paytanim, Dr. Adam Ohayon. 

Every Shabbat, 30 minutes before Minha in main banquet hall. 

Mishmar - Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Boys 13 and older can join a successful night of learning, food 

and basketball led by Isaac Nacson. Speak to Isaac for more  

details 

Oneg Shabbat 5782 

The Kahal Kadosh is invited to the home of Rabbi and Mrs.   

Kadoch for an Oneg Shabbat on Friday November 12th (Parashat 

Vayetze) 

Time: 730pm - 930pm. Where: 138 Colvin Cres 

(off Mullen Dr or through Westminster Public School) 

Finding Holiness Website - NOW LIVE! 

We are happy to announce that Rabbi Kadoch's Finding Holiness 

podcast now has a website with all his shiurim archived and or-

ganized by topic. Check it out at www.findingholiness.com. 

Kids’ Program Is Back 

We are thrilled to celebrate the return of the kids’ program.  We 

have four young women from the community led remotely by 

Ashlene Azulay, who have gotten together to create a program 

of activities to entertain and educate children of the community 

while their parents pray.  We encourage parents to bring their 

children to the centre and feel comfortable that they are in a 

safe and healthy environment. 

The kid's program is located in the Lower Level Social Hall 

(Restaurant) and will run from 9:30 am until 11:30 am on  

Shabbat. 

Weekly Shiurim 

Monday - Study of the Amida (men and women) @ 8 pm 

Wednesday-Torah Learning-Limud Torah BACK TO BASICS @8pm 

Thursday - Weekly Parasha (men and women all ages)  @ 8 pm 

Sunday - Gemara Masechet Sotah  @ 7:15am 

Shabbat - Hilchot Shabbat (main synagogue) @ 8:30 am 

Zachary Benatar 

Monthly on Mondays @ 2:45pm: 

Parasha (men and women) 

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 

Nahalot
Luna Moyal ì"æ, Marcel Ohayon ì"æ, Samuel Benchimol ì"æ  24 Heshvan

/Shabbat Oct. 30th 

Yehuda Leon Sevi ì"æ  25 Heshvan /Sunday October 31st

Samuel Cohen ì"æ 26 Heshvan /Monday November 1st

Aliyah Serfaty ì"æ 27 Heshvan /Tuesday November 2nd

Claudine Touboul ì"æ 29 Heshvan /Thursday November 4th

Nahalot for the following week 

Gisele Amar ì"æ, Simha Hazan ì"æ  2 Kislev /  Shabbat November 6th

Rica Assayag ì"æ, Perla Beniluz ì"æ, Joseph Assayag ì"æ  3 Kislev / Sunday

November 7th 

Raquel Benhaim ì"æ  4 Kislev / Monday November 8th

Ruben Tabesh ì"æ, Mordechai Kadoch ì"æ, Chemaya Keslassy Bar Mor-

dechai ì"æ, Rachel Bitton ì"æ  5 Kislev / Tuesday November 9th

Amram Saporta ì"æ, Yosef Dayan ì"æ  6 Kislev / Wednesday Nov. 10th

David Nissan ì"æ  7 Kislev / Thursday November 11th

Luna Ouaknine ì"æ  8 Kislev /Friday November 12th



Parashat Hayeh Sara: No Good Deed Goes 

Unrewarded 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Parashat Hayeh-Sara tells the famous story of Eliezer, Abra-

ham’s servant, whom Avraham sent to Aram Naharayim to 

find a wife for Yishak. Eliezer prayed to G-d and asked to ar-

range that the chosen girl would be the one who, after he 

asks her for some water, offers water also for his camels. Of 

course, this turned out to be Ribka. 

After Eliezer realized that Ribka was the girl chosen by G-d, 

and he gave her jewelry, her brother, Laban, "ran to the man 

outside, to the well" (24:29). The Torah does not tell us why 

Laban ran outside to the well. Some commentaries explain 

that Laban ran to Eliezer because he was greedy, and he real-

ized that Eliezer had brought riches from Abraham’s home. 

However, as the Or Ha’haim (Rav Haim Ben-Attar, 1696-1743) 

notes, it is only in the next verse that the Torah tells that 

Laban saw the expensive jewelry that Eliezer gave her. It thus 

seems that he ran to the well for some other reason. 

The Or Ha’haim also notes another difficulty. The Torah in-

troduces this verse by stating that Ribka had a brother, 

"U’shmo Laban" – "and his name was Laban." The Or Ha’haim 

cites a passage from the Midrash as teaching that this se-

quence – where the word "Shem" ("name") precedes the per-

son’s name – is used only for introducing righteous people. 

For example, the verse in Megilat Rut (2:1) introduces Boaz, a 

Sadik, with the expression, "U’shmo Boaz," whereas the verse 

in the Book of Shemuel I (25:25) says about the wicked man 

Nabal, "Ki Nabal Shemo" – "for his name is Nabal," reversing 

the sequence, because he was sinful. As Laban was certainly 

a wicked person, we would have naturally expected the Torah 

to say, "Laban Shemo," as opposed to "U’shmo Laban." 

The Or Ha’haim explains that Laban ran to the well because 

he noticed a stranger approach his sister and begin speaking 

to her. This naturally aroused Laban’s suspicion, and so he 

ran to protect his sister, as any good brother would. Laban 

here acted virtuously, for the sake of his sister, and so the 

Torah here introduces him as a righteous man, saying, 

"U’shmo Laban," even though immediately thereafter Laban 

emerges as a greedy, corrupt individual. 

The Or Ha’haim applies to this context the rule taught to us 

by our Sages, "En Ha’Kadosh Baruch Hu Mekape’ah Sachar 

Kol Birya" – "The Almighty does not deprive any creature of 

its reward." Even a person as evil as Laban is still recognized 

for the good he performs. Thus, when he ran to protect his 

sister from a person whom he suspected of improper con-

duct, the Torah speaks of him as a righteous man. Each and 

every good deed we do is immensely valuable and will earn 

us great reward, and we should therefore constantly strive to 

perform Misvot and seize every Misva opportunity that pre-

sents itself. 

Haye Sara - Lavan’s Beliefs and Canaan’s Traits 

Rabbi David Kadoch 

Nechama Leibowitz was an outstanding Tanach scholar of 

the previous generation. She mesmerized learners with her 

incredible ability to look at the text of Chumash and ex-

pound it in many thought-provoking ways. Reading her com-

mentary this week I encountered a beautiful novelty on this 

week's parasha. Her question based on the Abarbanel was: 

Why did Avraham command Eliezer NOT to take a wife from 

the Canaanites and restrict him only to his family? Were 

Betuel (Rivka's father) and Lavan (brother) part of a better 

suited family for his son? Surely not! They were of the great-

est idol worshipers of the generation! After a long discussion 

in her written work, she concludes by quoting a famous es-

say in the name of the Ran, which also teaches us a funda-

mental lesson in finding the right partner for our children or 

even for ourselves. 

The Ran states that certain aspects of Judaism will leave an 

impression on both the body and the soul, while other as-

pects will only affect the soul. Beliefs (hashkafot) for exam-

ple, is a part of life that only affect the soul of a person. On 

the other hand, character traits affect the body and the soul 

and as a result of this, there is a direct association between 

the character traits of a person and man's descendants. This 

means that a child who witnesses evil traits in his house such 

as hatred, jealousy and anger, will almost undoubtedly devel-

op those traits when he gets older. It affects his physical 

body as well. The novelty lies, that beliefs, however unfound-

ed they are, will not leave a permanent impression with chil-

dren, because beliefs can always be changed and character 

traits usually cannot. 

Avraham knew this and therefore instructed Eliezer NOT to 

take a wife for Yitzhak from the Canaanites for their actions 

and deeds are considered evil (see Vayikra 18:3). However, 

Betuel and Lavan, even though they were misguided through 

idolatry, housed only improper beliefs and therefore with 

guided education and training, this can be changed. 

It comes a point in everyone's life to choose a spouse, or if a 

you're a parent, to direct your child in choosing the right 

one. Not always will the girl or boy come from a home that 

shares the same values and beliefs as you do. That shouldn't 

be a deterrent to making the match. One needs to know that 

beliefs can, and usually do change as a person goes through-

out life. We just hope that they move towards more recogni-

tion of God and fulfillment of His commandments. This was 

the case with Rivka. However, our sages teach us that middot 

(character traits) are extremely difficult to change. The fa-

mous dictum taught to me as a student was "it's easier to 

learn the entire Torah than to change one of your traits." This 

holds very true when it comes time to choose a spouse. First 

and foremost, look at his/her middot. When a girl/boy pos-

sesses good quality traits and derech eretz, you can assure 

that they came from a solid home, founded with proper edu-

cation and morals. This was Avraham's message to Eliezer 

and his number one priority when finding a wife for his son. 

Why shouldn’t it be ours? 



JNF Honouree 

Join the Toronto Jewish community in honouring our very 

own Rabbi David Kadoch along with 18 other community 

leaders for the annual JNF Negev Dinner on Sunday 

November 14th. The leaders are being recognized for 

their incredible work and devotion to their respective 

community throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The night will feature Israeli President Isaac Herzog and 

Professor Deborah Lipstadt, sharing an intimate dialogue 

on topics concerning the Jewish community. Don't miss 

this historic event! 

For more information to donate or order meals go to 

www.torontonegevdinner.ca.  


