
Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Abraham and Sarah on the birth of a baby boy. 

The Berit Milah will take place in 8 days and the name, we are told, will be Yitzhak. 

Nahalot
Salomon Abikhzer ì"æ 20 Heshvan / Shabbat November 7th

Nina Keslassy ì"æ, Isaac Bentolila ì"æ, Messoda Senor Elkaim ì"æ  21 Heshvan / Sunday November 8th

Lily Medina ì"æ, Rachel Elgrichi ì"æ 22  Heshvan / Monday November 9th

Elazar Benshabat ì"æ, Haim Cohen ì"æ,, Hugo Faierman ì"æ 23  Heshvan / Tuesday November 10th

Luna Moyal ì"æ, Samuel Benchimol ì"æ 24 Heshvan / Wednesday November 11th

Yehuda Leon Sevi ì"æ 25 Heshvan / Thursday November 12th

Samuel Cohen ì"æ 26 Heshvan / Friday November 13th

Nahalot for the following week 

Aliyah Serfaty ì"æ 27 Heshvan / Shabbat November 14th

Claudine Touboul ì"æ 29 Heshvan / Monday November 16th

Gisele Amar ì"æ  2 Kislev / Wednesday November 18th

Rica Assayag ì"æ, Perla Beniluz ì"æ, Joseph Assayag ì"æ  3 Kislev / Thursday November 19th

Raquel Benhaim ì"æ  4 Kislev / Friday November 20th

ã"ñá 
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Parashat Vayera  פרשת וירא
Shabbat November 7th, 2020, א" תשפ כ' חשון  / 20 Heshvan 5781 

Perasha Page 78, Haftarah 1134 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha 4:45 p.m. 

Shir Hashirim שיר השירים 5:00 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:43 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 9:00 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim 4:05 p.m.                                   

äçðî  Minha 4:35 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:45 p.m. 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:25 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:25 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 4:45 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit

18 minutes after Sunset 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:02 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 8:56 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 5:00 pm



Synagogue News 
Weekly Shiurim 

Monday - Mishle/Proverbs (men and women all ages) 

Tuesday - Halacha (university-aged boys) 

Wednesday - Parashat HaShavua (Post-Seminary Girls) 

Thursday - Parashat HaShavua (men and women all ages) 

All classes at 8:00pm. 

Link https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/450150709 

Mishmara 

The mishmara (year) of Raphael Abtan z"l will be this Motsae 

Shabbat following arvit. 

Unveiling 

The unveiling of Moshe Elfassy z"l will be this coming Sunday 

(November 8th) at 12:00 pm at Pardes Shalom Cemetery in the 

Bet Yoseph Section 

Board of Governors 2020 Elections News 

We are now resuming the process of Board of Governors 2020 
Elections and the outgoing board would like to announce the 
opening of nominations for the Board of Governors for an 18-
month term (concluding in May 2022) for the positions of 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Parnass, and for 
four (4) Board Members at large.  Candidates for board members 
must have been members of the synagogue for a full year and 
candidates for executive positions must have been members of the 
synagogue for a full two (2) years.  

The nomination committee, chaired by our outgoing president, 
Meyer Keslassy, and joined by David Bensimon and Moses 
Bendayan, will be accepting member nominations until Friday, 
November 13, 2020, at noon. Members can deliver their 
nominations either to the SKC office in a sealed envelope marked 
“Nomination Committee” or by email to 
elections2020@kehilacentre.com. The nomination committee will 
prepare the slate and notify the membership on Sunday, November 
15, 2020.

Elections are scheduled for Sunday, December 6, 2020 and the new 
board is expected to take office on Sunday, December 13, 2020.  
Elections this year will be done by mail and all registered members 
will be provided with a paper ballot that they will either drop off at 
the office or will submit via Canada Post in specially addressed 
letters.  The details for the voting process will be provided when 
the slate of candidates is announced on Sunday, November 15, 
2020.

May Hashem grant you and yours health, happiness and prosperity 
and may we be united in our love for Torah and Mitzvot.

The Board of Governors

Vayera - Sarah’s laugh vs. Avraham’s laugh 

"

“And Sarah laughed at herself saying…” (18:12)

God tells Avraham he's going to have a child at a hundred years 

old. 

Avraham falls on his face and laughs. 

God tells Sarah she's going to have a child in one year. 

Sarah laughs and says "after I withered, I have rejuvenated. But 

my husband is old" (18:12) 

God gets upset at Sarah. God does not get upset with Avraham. 

Why? 

One answer according to Onkelos is that Avraham laughed out 

of happiness while Sarah laughed out of disbelief. Therefore, 

the laugh of Sarah was treated more severely. 

However the Or HaHaim HaKadosh explains beautifully. The 

reason why God was critical of Sarah's laugh and not Avraham's 

was because Avraham laughed the moment he heard the good 

news about his future offspring. Sarah, on the other hand 

laughed after she saw that her body rejuvenated to a younger, 

powerful form. In 

essence, Sarah lacked faith in God and didn't truly believe a mir-

acle of a child was possible until after she saw her body change 

and she was able to menstruate. For this, God was critical. 

This is why God specifically says "Why is “this” that Sarah 

laughed" -- only now and not when I gave her my word (The 

word  זהin verse 13 is superfluous). This type of laughter was

objectionable. To Sarah, it was a wonderment that such a thing 

could take place; it was unfathomable. But to God, nothing is 

wondrous. "Is there anything wondrous to God?" (18:14) He con-

tinued. 

Based on this explanation we see that God didn't actually "lie" in 

verse 13 in order to save peace in the home. (Even though Sarah 

referred to her husband as old, God restates her response to 

claim that she was old. According to the Gemara this was done 

to maintain Shalom Bayit.) Until Sarah had menstruated she had 

thought of herself as too old to conceive and bear a child, that's 

why her laughter was derisive. After she had menstruated, her 

laughter was no longer one of derision or disbelief but one of 

joy. She was doubly grateful to God that although Abraham had 

not yet demonstrated signs of rejuvenation, he surely would do 

so now. 

God, in his infinite kindness, repeats the blessing in verse 15 - 

-למועד אשוב אליך כעת חיה ולשרה בן  “This time next year, there will be a 

son born to Sarah.” Why repeat it? One might think that since 

Sarah lacked full faith when the original promise was said, that

she would lose the blessing. Therefore, Hashem repeats the 
blessing one more time to let everyone know, that indeed it will 
come to light.

Ruth Revivo and their family on the 






