
Mazal Tov 
To Aaron and Sarah Cohen on their recent wedding 

Proud Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Sam and Elvy Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Dan and Sarit Somogyi 

Proud Grandparents: Mr. & Mrs. Albert and Esther Pinto, Mr. & Mrs. George and Gladys 

Smogyi, Mrs. Rina Shuldiner 

Proud Great-Grandparent: Mrs. Esther Journeau

To Jacob Benchetrit and Elisheva Goldsmith on their recent engagement  in Miami
Proud Parents: Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Sheri Benchetrit and Mr. & Mrs. Schlomo and Chana Goldsmith 

Proud Grandparents: Mr. & Mrs. Jacob and Lucie Benchetrit 

Nahalot 
David Ohana ì"æ, Salomon Ponte ì"æ 12 Tammuz / Shabbat, July 4th

Ruben Benhaim ì"æ  13 Tammuz / Sunday, July 5th

Jacky Benoudiz ì"æ 15 Tammuz/ Tuesday, July 7th

Esmerelda Aquinin ì"æ 16 Tammuz/ Wednesday, July 8th

Messod Azoulay ì"æ 17 Tammuz/ Thursday, July 9th

Rivkah Saporta ì"æ 18 Tammuz/ Friday, July 10th

Nahalot for the following week 

Estrella Benaim ì"æ, Sandra Azulay ì"æ  21 Tammuz / Monday, July 13th
David Cohen ì"æ 23 Tammuz / Wednesday, July 15th
Bella Bentolila ì"æ  24 Tammuz / Thursday, July 16th
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Parashat  Hukat/Balak  פרשת חקת בלק
Shabbat July 4th, 2020, פ" תש יב' תמוז  / 12 Tammuz 5780 

Perasha Page 838, Haftarah 1189 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha 6:50 p.m. 

Shir Hashirim שיר השירים 7:10 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 7:40 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:40 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 9:00 a.m.                            

íéìäú  Tehilim 8:10 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 8:40 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 9:52 p.m. 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 7:10 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 7:30 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 5:38 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:29 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 9:04 pm



Synagogue News 
Condolences 

We regret to inform you of the passing of our dear friend and member Mr. Moshe Elfassy z"l.  Our condolences go to 

his wife, Esther, to his children Rina, Samuel, Ruth and Deborah and to the entire family on their loss. 

Sheloshim Mr. Samuel Keslassy z"l 

The Sheloshim Mishmara of Mr. Samuel Keslassy z"l will take place on Monday July 6th beginning with Minha at 7:10 

p.m. in main synagogue. A Zoom link will also be available for those who wish to participate online by video confer-

ence. 

Mazal Tov 

Mazal Tov to our friend and member Mrs. Yael Amar for receiving the Aviva Memorial Award upon her retirement 

from CHAT after a long and dedicated teaching career. 

Hazak U'Baruch 

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to Mr. Jimmy Keslassy for donating 2,000 masks to the synagogue 

AND for sponsoring the disposal of our 20 years worth of Geniza that had been accumulating in the basement. 

 Hazak U’Baruch!!! 

Coronavirus Precautions Reminder 

As services resume we would like to remind everyone that face masks and gloves are strongly encouraged during 

services and during times of singing but are not mandatory unless you are given an Aliya, in which case, a face mask 

is mandatory.  Face masks should be worn after services are over when social distancing is difficult to be kept.  In 

order to keep with government recommendation of social distancing we would appreciate if members can minimize 

their movement during services in the synagogue.  Please refer to the rules taped to the front door for full infor-

mation. 

Hukat— Drawing water from inside the rock 

When I was a child, I remember learning the story of Moshe hitting the rock. I went outside, took a stick and hit a 

rock hoping for the same result. The stick broke. My wrist hurt. Who would have thought that someone can hit a rock 

and retrieve water from it? I think that if anyone can perform such an incredible miracle, he should be lauded for this 

incredible achievement. But as we all know, Moshe was not praised for this miracle. In fact, according to most com-

mentators, this was the biggest mistake of his life; a mistake that ultimately cost him his entry into Israel. There are 

lots of reasons given what EXACTLY he did to not warrant passage into the Holy Land. One answer that is given is 

that he hit the rock twice (instead of once) which showed lack of faith in God. So we need to understand why did 

Moshe, the greatest Jewish leader of all time, hit the rock twice? 

Rashi quotes the Medrash Tanchuma: Because the first time he drew out only a few drops, since God had not com-

manded him to strike it, but rather "you shall speak to the rock." However, they spoke to a different rock, and noth-

ing came out. They said, "Perhaps we ought to strike it first," as it says (in Shemot) "and strike the rock." They came 

upon that very rock and struck it." 

The Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh explains praises Moshe for hitting the rock twice. He compares Moshe to a servant who 

is zealous to complete the mission that his master assigns for him. He hit it twice without even thinking; excited to 

retrieve the water. It can be understood according whichever logic you wish to believe Moshe used, he technically 

only had to hit it once and the same result would have appeared; and again, that is one of many reasons given why 

he was punished. 

However, I present you with another explanation according to the Be'er Mayim Hayim. He says if you take the word 

sela (rock) and spell out each letter in the word you get the following. 

ע י ן -ל מ ד  -ס מ ך   

Looking closely, the middle letters embedded within three words created above contains the letters  מ י מwhich spell 

out mayim (the Hebrew word for water). The letters  מ י מare only achieved when the other two letters from each set 

drop. Moshe struck the the rock twice in order to drop the two letters in each word, so only the letters which com-

pose mayim remain. According to this explanation, it was absolutely necessary for Moshe to hit the rock twice to pull 

mayim out of the sela. Incredible! 




