
Shabbat Prayer Times - Rosh Hodesh Iyar 
Times for tonight and information regarding Tefilot at home: 
Candle Lighting at 7:54 p.m. 

Sunset at 8:12 p.m. 

One may take Shabbat early, but not earlier than 6:45 p.m. 

Any recital of Shema prior to 8:37 p.m. must be recited again before bed. 

Friday night's Sefirat HaOmer 16 any time after 8:37 p.m. 

Tonight's Arvit Tefila we add Barechi Nafshi after Mizmor Shir leYom HaShabbat and Yaale Veyavo in Ami-

da. Otherwise, it is the same of every shabbat, however, because we are not praying with a minyan, we 

do not recite the blessing of Me'En Sheva following Amida. Obviously, there is no Kaddish or Barechu as 

well. 

(One may still recite the small paragraph of Vaychulu after Amida by himself while standing) 

Tomorrow's times: 

Sunrise is at 6:18 a.m. 

Latest Shema is at 9:46 a.m. 

Latest Shaharit Amida is at 10:56 a.m. 

Yaale VeYavo is added in Amida. 

Half-Hallel WITHOUT a beracha is recited. 

With no sefer Torah, it is still important to read the parasha and Haftara of Tazria/Metzora from a Hu-

mash, the maftir of Rosh Hodesh found in Parashat Pinhas and the Haftara of Rosh Hodesh.  

Musaf Shabbat/Rosh Hodesh is recited. 

Recite the 2nd Chapter of Pirke Avot following Musaf. 

Earliest time to say Minha is 1:51 p.m. 

Seuda Shelishit must begin before sunset which is at 8:13pm. Best to recite Minha prior to Seuda 

Shelishit. 

When praying Minha, include "VaAni Tefilati" even though there is no Sefer Torah. 

Add Yaale VeYavo to Amida. 

Saturday night's Sefirat HaOmer 17 any time after 8:38 p.m. 

Shabbat concludes at 9:01 p.m. 

Shabbat Shalom U'Mevorach! 

Nahalot 
Blaine Stein ì"æ, Avraham Elfassy ì"æ 1 Iyar / Shabbat April 25th

Esther Ebidia ì"æ, Rica Benchimol ì"æ, Monique Hanna Sibony ì"æ  2 Iyar / Sunday April 26th

Habib Darvishpour ì"æ, Haya Messodi Zrihen ì"æ 4 Iyar / Tuesday April  28th

Meny Abikhzer ì"æ, Simon Melul ì"æ 5 Iyar / Wednesday April 29th

Maurice Shalom Wizman ì"æ 6 Iyar / Thursday April 30th

Tuba Kissati ì"æ 7 Iyar / Friday May 1st

Nahalot for the following week 

Aaron Bensimhon ì"æ 8 Iyar / Shabbat May 2nd

Menorah Tabesh ì"æ 10 Iyar / Monday May 4th

Estrella Sibony ì"æ, Estrella Laredo ì"æ  12 Iyar / Wednesday May 6th

Judith Kay ì"æ 13 Iyar / Thursday May 7th
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והעמיד הכהן המטהר  " )יד:יא("  

“And the Kohen who purifies shall place the person…” 

    Rarely does the Tora ascribe adjectives to a Kohen and Levi. 

The laws pertaining to them are well described and their purposes have 

profound effects on the Jewish nation in their quest to serve the Al-

mighty. It is for that reason that Rabenu Yosef Haim from Baghdad (aka 

The Ben Ish Hai) takes issue with Tora describing the Kohen as the 

“Kohen who purifies.” The adjective is given when discussing his respon-

sibility in returning the leper back to purity. It is only through the Kohen 

that the metzora is able to rejoin the Jewish nation. So why is it only by 

the case of the leper, does the Torah ascribe the adjective of 

“ham’taher” and not by any other mention of the word “kohen?” 

    He recalls a story that took place during his time of a young 

Tora scholar that was walking on the road and he heard some noise and 

laughter coming out of a certain courtyard. He understood, based on 

the words that were being spoken, that the men present were involved 

in gambling and that the raucous was heating up to the point that they 

began quarreling with each other. The young Talmid Hacham, willing to 

defend G-d’s honour, came in harshly and rebuked the lads engaging in 

frivolity. Embarrassed of their actions, they apologized to the Tora 

scholar and insisted that he take the money of their earnings as 

a “kapara” for their sin. They accepted upon themselves not to gamble 

in the future. 

    After a few months, this young Talmid Hacham found him-

self in a very stressful and uncomfortable position financially. Even bor-

rowing money from others became difficult and he didn’t really know 

what else to do. He thought to himself that those jokers were probably 

at it again in their little courtyard. He said, “I’m going to go there, re-

buke them once more, and once again, they’ll give me some money as 

a kapara and I’ll use that to sustain myself.” And so, he did. The prob-

lem was that after the second rebuke, the gentlemen fought back harsh-

ly. They stood up and began to curse him out. “Leave from here! Who 

made you an officer and judge over us?” They attempted to hit him, but 

the Tora scholar was able to flee. Unable to understand what happened, 

he went to his Rabbi to figure out what went wrong? Why did the jokers 

accept his rebuke the first time, even give him money as a kapara, yet 

they scolded him the second time? 

    The Rabbi explained simply: “The first time, your intent to 

rebuke was to defend G-d’s honour; it was for the sake of heaven. You 

had absolutely no intention to walk out of there with any money whatso-

ever. Therefore, Hashem gave you assistance that you should succeed 

with your rebuke and thus they listened. However, the second time 

around, you were all in it for yourself and your own benefit. You didn’t 

deserve G-d’s assistance and as a result they cursed you and attempted 

to harm you. This idea, explains the Ben Ish Hai, applies to the Kohanim 

on a day to day basis. They are in charge in fulfilling the needs and ser-

vice of the people. When a person sins or is guilty of a misdemeanor, he 

must bring a korban for the Kohen to offer. The Kohen has a physical 

benefit from this sacrifice, since he partakes in the meat. However, the 

intent of the Kohen is never for the physical satiation received by eating 

the meat, but rather that of purifying the person who is impure. For if 

the Kohen didn’t care for the wellbeing of the person bringing the sacri-

fice, then his offering would not assist to purify him/her. The verse 

therefore comes to teach us the following lesson: A Kohen can only 

bring atonement and purification to a person, when he specifically has 

the intent to purify; when he becomes the Kohen Ham’taher.” The mo-

ment the Kohen is in it for his own pleasure and satisfaction, then he’s 

just a “Kohen” – “Kohen” by name serving no meaningful purpose. 

May One Purchase and Wear New Clothing During the Omer 

Period? 

There is some discussion among the Halachic authorities regarding the 

recitation of the Beracha of “Shehehiyanu” during the period of Sefirat 

Ha’omer, until Lag Ba’omer. Rav Haim Palachi (Turkey, 1788-1869), in 

his work Mo’d Le’chol Hai (6:12), writes that one should not recite 

“Shehehiyanu” during the Omer period, and therefore one should not 

purchase a new garment during these weeks. Likewise, one should not 

eat a new fruit during this period, in order not to have to recite this 

Beracha. Others, however, disagree, and maintain that there is no prohi-

bition against reciting the Beracha of “Shehehiyanu” during the Omer 

period. This is the position taken by Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul 

(Israel, 1923-1998), in his work Or Le’sion (vol. 3, 17:2). As for the final 

Halachic ruling, Hacham Ovadia Yosef writes that strictly speaking, it is 

permissible to wear a new garment and eat a new fruit during the Omer 

period and recite “Shehehiyanu.” Nevertheless, it is preferable to satisfy 

the strict view and ensure to wear new garments and eat new fruits only 

on Shabbat, when all authorities agree that one may recite 

“Shehehiyanu.” 

It should be noted that even according to the stringent view, it is entire-

ly permissible during the Omer to purchase garments that do not re-

quire the recitation of “Shehehiyanu.” These include garments such as 

pajamas, robes, socks and undergarments. Thus, even if one wishes to 

follow the stringent position, he may certainly purchase these items of 

clothing during the Sefira period. Likewise, it is permissible according to 

all opinions to wear new clothing and eat new fruits during Hol 

Ha’mo’ed Pesah and on Lag Ba’omer, as well as on Shabbat, as men-

tioned earlier.If someone is getting married immediately after Lag Ba’o-

mer, or on Lag Ba’omer (following the Ashkenazic practice to allow wed-

dings on Lag Ba’omer), he may, according to all views, buy clothing for 

his wedding during the Sefira period. There is no reason to be stringent 

in this regard, as according to all opinions one may purchase clothing 

during the Omer period in preparation for his wedding. 

Summary: It is preferable not to purchase or wear new clothing, or eat a 

new fruit, during the Sefira period, in order to avoid having to recite the 

Beracha of “Shehehiyanu.” However, this does not apply on Shabbat, Hol 

Ha’mo’ed Pesah or Lag Ba’omer, or to garments that do not require 

reciting “Shehehiyanu” (such as socks and undergarments). Similarly, 

someone who is getting married on or immediately after Lag Ba’omer 

may purchase garments for the wedding during the Sefira period. 

SKC Update Message From The Board: 

As we continue to be impacted by the COVID-19 coronavirus it is 
important to maintain our spirits and devotion to hashem and we would 
like to remind the Kahal to stay safe and protect themselves. 

1. Rabbi Kadoch is continuing his nightly Shiurim via Video and 

Teleconference to keep members connected to Torah and focused on 
their spiritual wellbeing.   We will be sending out a separate mailer with 
a list of the classes and how to register.  You can also send a message 
to social@kehilacentre.com for more information.

2. The building is closed to all but the office is open, by appointment 
only, please contact our office administrator, Sulty Mamann via e-Mail at 
sulty@kehilacentre.com or on her mobile at +1-416-906-4417 if you 
need to make an appointment.  Sulty is available from 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM Monday to Thursday and from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM on Fridays. We 
are also processing post-dated cheques and pre-authorized credit card 
payments; so if someone needs to put a stop on any payment, please 
contact Sulty otherwise we will continue with regular monthly payments.  

We pray that Hashem bring an end to all sicknesses and calamities so 
that we can live a life of health and wellbeing around the people we 

cherish.

Rabbi David Kadoch, Meyer Keslassy, Jean-Claude Abtan and the Board  
of Directors 




