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Shabbat Shalom

ברוכים הבאים
Welcome to our Synagogue

Rabbi Emeritus
Haham Amram Assayag

Rabbi
Rabbi David Kadoch

Shaliach Tzibur

Parashat Beshalah פרשת בשלח

Marc Kadoch

Parnas

Shabbat February 8th, 2020,  יג' שבט תש"פ/ 13 Shevat 5780
Perasha Page 366, Haftara 1152 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
äçðî Minha
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

5:15 p.m.
5:18 p.m.

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin

6:25 a.m.

úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)

8:30 a.m
4:25 p.m.

íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

4:55 p.m.

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim

6:22 p.m. úéøçù

Ereb Shabbat, Friday February 14th, 2020
Minha 5:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 5:28 p.m.)

Avi Azuelos

6:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

6:45 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
5:20 p.m.
5:50 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:27 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:23 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 5:38 pm

Mazal Tov
To: Jimmy and Natalie Bitton on the recent Bar Mitzva of their son Ezra Samuel.
To: Aaron Cohen and Sarah Somogyi on their recent engagement
Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Sam and Elvy Cohen, Mr. and Mrs. Dan and Sarit Somogyi
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Albert and Esther Pinto, Mr. and Mrs. George and Gladys Somogyi,
Mrs. Rina Shuldiner
Proud Great Grandparents: Mrs. Esther Journeau
To: Isaac Ponte and Ninnette Benlezrah on their engagement
Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Ari and Annie Benlezrah, Mr. and Mrs. Jacques and Rebeca Ponte
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Albert and Ninnette Benlezrah, Mrs. Tany Cohen, Mrs. Loli Abitbol

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation.
Everyone is invited to join us after services.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Mr. & Mrs. Jacques and Biba Benquesus in memory of his uncle Mojluf Ruah ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel and Clara Serruya in memory of his uncle Rabbi Shmuel Edery ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Messod and Alegria Bentolila in memory of his father Abraham Bentolila ì"æ
Everyone is welcome.

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Bikur Holim Project

Nahalot
Abraham Bentolila ì"æ, Mojluf Ruah ì"æ, Rabbi Shmuel Edery ì"æ
13 Shevat / Shabbat February 8th
Ami Yakov Danieli ì"æ 14 Shevat / Sunday February 9th
Haim Toledano ì"æ 17 Shevat / Wednesday January 12th
Fortuna Mazal Tov Oziel ì"æ, Fortuna Benisty ì"æ 18 Shevat / Thursday
February 13th
Rebecca Abitbol ì"æ, David Amirian ì"æ 19 Shevat / Friday February 14th

Nahalot for the following week
Jacob Benaim ì"æ, Miryam Wolf ì"æ 20 Shevat / Shabbat February 15th
Hasiba Dadoun ì"æ, Eliyahu Edery ì"æ 21 Shevat / Sunday February 16th
Archie Levy ì"æ, 23 Shevat / Tuesday February 18th
Sarah Ruth Michael ì"æ, Samuel Korman ì"æ 25 Shevat / Thursday February 20th
Anna Hakoun ì"æ, Rabbi Yossef Azuelos ì"æ 26 Shevat / Friday Feb. 21st

Synagogue News
New podcast by Rabbi Kadoch - "Finding Holiness"
Check out Rabbi Kadoch's new podcast on Spotify and Apple
Podcasts where you can listen to short ideas and messages
how you can find holiness in all parts of your everyday life.
Search for "Finding Holiness" or "Rabbi David Kadoch"
Website: findingholiness.buzzsprout.com
Twitter/Instagram: @findingholiness
Facebook: facebook.com/findingholiness

SHABBAT SHALOM KEHILA SNIF!
SHABBAT SHALOM KEHILA SNIF! This week we have a special
Snif for Tu B'Shevat! We have special activities, food, and decorations for this special celebration! Snif this week starts right
BEFORE Minha, 3:30 PM! We will be having walking groups to
Snif this week. If you would like to request a walking group or
if you have any other questions please
email: snifkehila@gmai.com or please approach Eliav Saban in
Shul!

We ask all members who are aware of people in our community
that are sick or in the hospital to send a message
to social@kehilacentre.com or contact the office, so that we can
make sure that these people are visited and so that we can try
to cheer them up to speed up their recovery and to pray for
their wellness. We also ask for anyone who would like to volunteer to visit our sick and elderly to let Sulty in the office
know.

Board of Governors Election - 2020
As per our constitution, elections for Board of Governors are
scheduled for May 2020. We need volunteers to form a Nomination Committee that will be responsible for overseeing the
election process and review candidates who wish to present
themselves for election to the Board of Governor. We ask for
any interested member to contact the office via e-Mail
at elections2020@kehilacentre.com.

T.A.G. - Team Ashreinu Give @ SKC
Girls grades 7-9 are welcome to enjoy a jam-packed hour of
activities, dancing, learning and snacks run by the members of
Camp Ashreinu. The program will take place weekly on Mondays between 7:30 and 8:30 in the lower level social hall.

Upcoming Events..
Avot Ubanim - continues this Shabbat at 7:15 p.m.
Fathers and sons can come out for a great night of learning,
snacks and prizes. Time: Motsae Shabbat at 7 p.m. For more
information and to sponsor a learning contact Rabbi Kadoch.
(Cost of sponsorship is $200)

Tu B’Shevat Celebration
Please join us for a Tu B’Shevat Celebration this Sunday
February 9th at 6 pm. Please see back flyer for further details.

New and exciting Torah classes @ SKC
Daily - Halacha - between Minha and Arbit.
Sundays
- 7:15 a.m. Gemara Shiur, Masechet Pesahim with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue
- 9:00 a.m. - Navi with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue, men, Coffee will be served.
Tuesdays
- 8:00 p.m. Tuesday Night Live with Tomer Malca in the Medrash
- 8:00 p.m. - Rambam with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue
- Open topic discussion with Yitzchak Aboudi, Tuesday nights. Times to be determined
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Shabbat

- 8:00 p.m - Ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Location Lower Level Classroom
- 8:00 p.m - Ohr HaHayim on the weekly Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Medrash, men
- 8:15 a.m. - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue.

New Shiur - Young Adult Males

Rabbi Kadoch will be offering a new Torah class Tuesday nights beginning this week for Young Adults. The topic of study will be the "Rambam" a perfect blend of law, ethics and history. Tuesdays, 8 PM, Lower Level Synagogue.

Ladies Shiur

Ladies shiur is postponed until after the new year.

Ladies Tehilim Group
Women are invited to join the Tehilim group Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and every Shabbat at 6:00pm Lower Level Restaurant.

Humash and Hamin - Thursday Nights

Come enjoy some delicious Hamin as we study the Parasha with the commentary of the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh.
Thursdays at 9pm in the upstairs Medrash.
If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office
at (905) 669-7654.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.

"When Pharoh's cavalry came with his chariots and
horsemen into the sea" (Shemot 14:10)
The Ibn Ezra asks: How is it possible that a huge camp of six hundred
thousand men were afraid of those pursuing them? Why did they not
retaliate in order to save their lives and the lives of their children?
I would like to add another question: How is it possible that after all the
miracles that Hashem performed for Bene Yisrael in Mitzrayim – they
were still afraid of Pharoh and his army? They clearly saw Hashem's intervention - watching over them, saving them and protecting them from
any harm. Now too, they should have continued trusting Him and believing that certainly nothing bad will happen to them. Why indeed were
Bene Yisrael scared?
The Ibn Ezra answers: The Egyptians were the masters of Bene Yisrael.
This generation who came out of Egypt were brought up from their
youth to endure the bondage and they therefore felt like lowly people.
How could they now fight against their masters if they felt worthless?"
These are the words of the holy Ibn Ezra.
Even though Bene Yisrael experienced Hashem's might and His wonders,
still, the effects of the bondage were so deeply entrenched in their souls
that they didn’t possess the strength to overpower the Egyptians. Until
this point they had been considered their servants and under their dominion. This is the nature of a servant - he is submissive to his master
and humiliated by him. Even once he becomes a free man, this meekness still remains in his heart and he is not capable of facing his master
assertively. Bene Yisrael were enslaved by the Egyptians for two hundred
and ten years. Therefore, even now once they had been let free, they
didn’t have the audacity to rise up against them, despite the Egyptians
being smaller in number than the Jewish people.
I have actually experienced this phenomenon during my visit to the concentration camps in Auschwitz; the camps that are left as a silent tribute
to the horrific experiences of the shoah. There are pictures hanging
there which show tens of thousands of Jews who were placed under the
authority of only tens of German officers. I often wonder about this. Why
did the Jewish prisoners not rise up in rebellion against the wicked German officers? Surely they would have overcome them? We can suggest
an answer according to the above Ibn Ezra, who explains that the nature
of a servant is to be submissive to his master and he lacks the necessary
inner strength to fight against him. Servitude is so deeply embedded in
his soul that even when it is taken away and he becomes a free man, the
image of his master still appears before him and he is not capable of
mustering the strength to rebel.
This idea contains a great practical lesson for our Avodat Hashem. The
obligation of a person in this world is to be a faithful servant to his Master. This should be our entire goal in life – to stand before our Master
and serve Him, fulfilling His will wholeheartedly without turning to the
right or the left. If a person is indeed subservient to Hashem and feels
that he must obey Him as a servant obeys his master, it will never come
about that he is able to summon the strength to rebel against His word
by sinning. If nevertheless, a person has the insolence to rebel against
the laws and commandments of Hashem, it is clear sign that he does
not feel subservient to the Master of the World and this cannot be called
servitude. A person must strive to accept the yoke of Hashem's Kingship
with love, and his entire soul should yearn to be a faithful servant to
Hashem, to the degree that this feeling of servitude becomes totally
embedded in him.

Parashat Beshalah is famous for the miracle of Keri’at Yam Suf – the
splitting of the sea, through which Beneh Yisrael were rescued from the
Egyptian army that pursued them and trapped them against the ocean.
In the Torah’s narrative of the events, we find a series of three verses
(14:19-21) which, while they seem rather ordinary, are actually very
unique.
The first verse tells that that the angel which had been leading Beneh
Yisrael as they journeyed went behind them, as did the pillar of cloud
which had traveled in front of them. Rashi explains that the cloud went
behind them to miraculously block the arrows and stones which the
Egyptians hurled at Beneh Yisrael from behind. The second verse tells
that the cloud not only protected Beneh Yisrael, but also created a thick
darkness in the Egyptian camp behind them, while providing illumination for Beneh Yisrael. Finally, the third verse tells that Moshe lifted his
staff over the sea, whereupon the waters split, allowing Beneh Yisrael to
safely cross.
What makes this series of verses so exceptional is the fact that they
each contain the exact same number of letters – 72.
This might not, at first glance, strike us as very significant, but in truth,
this is of great importance. The Zohar teaches us that these three verses
allude to the 72 combinations that form special Names of G-d. Each
Name is formed by taking one letter from each verse and combining the
three letters together. Specifically, the first letter of the first verse, the
final letter of the second verse, and the first letter of the third verse
form the first Name; then, the second letter of the first verse, the second to last letter of the second verse, and the second letter of the third
verse form the second Name, and so on.
What is the significance of these Names?
The word "Hesed" ("kindness") has the Gematria (numerical value) of 72,
whereas the word "Gebura" (literally, "power") – the word used to refer to
G-d’s attribute of strict justice – has the Gematria of 216, which is three
times 72. By forming the 72 Names, each of which consists of three
letters – for a total of 216 – we neutralize the "Gebura," the judgments,
with "Hesed" – kindness. We take 72 – "Hesed" – and use it to displace
the "Gebura" (216).
Our Sages teach that at the time when Beneh Yisrael were trapped
against the sea, they were threatened by G-d’s attribute of judgment.
The prosecuting angels argued that they were not deserving of a miracle. Moshe overcame the judgments by invoking the 72 Names, and so
these Names are alluded to specifically in the verses that speak of the
unfolding of Keri’at Yam Suf.
Every year, on Shabbat Shira – the Shabbat when we read Parashat
Beshalah – we have a special opportunity. When we read these verses,
and listen attentively to the reading, we are able to access the power of
these 72 Names, the ability to "sweeten" any harsh judgments that were
issued against us, by invoking G-d’s abundant "Hesed." May we all be
worthy of Hashem’s kindness, so that we will experience miracles and
salvation just as our ancestors did at the sea, as G-d promised, "As in
the days when you left Egypt, I shall show you wonders" (Micha 7:15).

Customs of the Month of Shevat
Rabbi Haim Palachi (Turkey, 1788-1869), in his work Mo'ed Le'kol Hai (chapter 30), discusses a number of different laws and customs relevant to the month of Shevat. He begins by establishing that the theme of this month is that of "Hod" (literally, "majesty"),
which corresponds with the primary attribute of Aharon Ha'kohen. As such, during this month one must make a particular effort
to emulate Aharon's quality of "Ohev Shalom Ve'rodef Shalom" – loving and pursuing peace. Rabbi Haim Palachi emphasizes the
importance of maintaining peaceful relations between friends and between husband and wife during this month. This concept is
alluded to in the name of the month, as the letters that spell "Shevat" – "Shin," "Bet," "Tet" – represent the words "Shalom,"
"Beracha" and "Tova" (peace, blessing and goodness). Rabbi Haim Palachi adds that during this month one must exercise particular care not to spread gossip and not to go to inappropriate places. Furthermore, in the month of Shevat one should increase his
efforts to support and give honor to Torah scholars. And, as the nights are still quite long during Shevat, and the nighttime hours
are to be devoted to Torah learning, one should make a point to spend time at night studying Torah during these weeks. The fifteenth of this month, of course, marks Tu Be'Shvat, the "new year for trees." Rabbi Haim Palachi records the famous custom to set
the table on the night of Tu Bu'Shvat with a variety of fruits. He adds that each member of the family should recite the Beracha
over a specifically designated fruit. The father should recite the Beracha of "Mezonot" over a grain product, symbolic of his wish
for success in earning a livelihood, which is represented by wheat, as in the verse, "He shall satiate you with the fat of wheat"
(Tehillim 147:14). The wife should recite the Beracha of "Ha'etz" over grapes, as the verse in Tehillim (128:3) compares the wife
of a God-fearing man to a "fruitful vine." Sons should eat olives, in accordance with the aforementioned verse in Tehillim, which
likens the sons of a God-fearing man to young olive trees. The daughters should partake of pomegranates and walnuts, which are
covered by an outer shell or covering, symbolic of the quality of Seni'ut (modesty) that is required of Jewish girls. Finally, the
young children should eat apples, in honor of the courageous women of Bene Yisrael during the Egyptian bondage who secretly
delivered their babies in the apple orchards. Rabbi Haim Palachi adds that the young children should also eat dates on this night.
In this context Rabbi Haim Palachi reminds us to pay careful attention to ensure that no insects are present in the fruits eaten on
Tu Be'shvat, as the consumption of insects constitutes a grave Torah prohibition. One who is not careful in this regard will in effect commit a sin by partaking of these fruits, even as he seeks to perform a Misva. Rabbi Haim Palachi also urges us to recite the
Berachot slowly and with concentration, rather than hurriedly, and not to perform any activity during the recitation of the
Beracha. More generally, he recommends purchasing and frequently reviewing the work "Or Hadash" on the laws of Berachot. As
the laws of Berachot are particularly complex and relevant to day-to-day life, it is critical that one familiarize himself with these
Halachot. One must therefore make a point of acquiring books that outline these Halachot in a clear, coherent manner and to
consult such books on a regular basis. Finally, Rabbi Haim Palachi notes that some communities observe the 17th day of Shevat
as a quasi-festival known as "Purim Saragossa," to commemorate a miracle that occurred to the Jews of the Spanish city of Saragossa. Some communities had the custom to read Megilat Ester on this day. Even though this is not our practice, it is worthwhile
to be aware of this custom that was observed by many Jews in previous generations.

