
Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha      4:20 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    4:25 p.m. 

 
(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m                                    

íéìäú  Tehilim      3:30 p.m.                                                                       

äçðî  Minha      4:00 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends     5:31 p.m. 

 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 27th, 2019 

Minha 4:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:29 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha   4:25 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  4:55 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:48 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:26 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:43 pm 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 
 

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 

Marc Kadoch 
Parnas 

Avi Azuelos 
 

Parashat Vayeshev   פרשת וישב 

Shabbat December 21st, 2019, פ" תש כג' כסלו  / 23 Kislev 5780 

Perasha Page 198, Haftara 1142 in Artscroll 

Kiddush 
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation.  

Everyone is invited to join us after services. 

Seuda Shelishit 
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Vivian Benmergui in memory of his uncle Isaac Benmergui ì"æ 

The children of Meyer Keslassy in memory of their mother Perla Keslassy ì"æ 

Everyone is welcome.  

Nahalot 
Esther Cohen ì"æ, 23 Kislev / Shabbat December 21st 

Perla Keslassy ì"æ 26 Kislev / Tuesday December 24th 

Abraham Shemesh ì"æ 27 Kislev / Wednesday December 25th 

Isaac Benmergui ì"æ 29 Kislev / Friday December 27th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Isaac Nezry ì"æ, David Kirschner ì"æ 1 Tevet / Sunday December 29th 

Georgette “Zahara” Keslassy ì"æ 3 Tevet / Tuesday December 31st 

Yosef Mouyal ì"æ, Yaakob Totah ì"æ, Allan Martin ì"æ 5 Tevet / Thursday January 2nd 

Yaakov Roditi Gulersen ì"æ 6 Tevet / Friday January 3rd 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Pledges and 2019 Income Tax Receipts 

As we approach the end of the 2019 calendar year, we would like to remind everyone that (Tuesday) December 31, 

2019 is the final date and time for the office to receive payments and donations and issue an income tax receipt for 

the 2019 year.  If you would like to pay any outstanding pledges or make an additional donation, we ask that you 

contact the office at 905-669-7654 x200 or at social@kehilacentre.com to settle your accounts.   



Synagogue News 
Mishmara of Esther Buzaglo z”l 

The Mishmara of Esther Buzaglo z”l will take place on Monday January 

6th in the main sanctuary beginning with Minha at 4:35pm. Limud ser-

vice and customary refreshments will follow Arbit. May her neshama 

rest eternally in Gan Eden, Amen. 

Rosh Hodesh Tevet 

Rosh Hodesh Tevet will take place next Shabbat and Sunday -  

December 28th and 29th respectively. 

Board of Governors Election - 2020  

As per our constitution, elections for Board of Governors are scheduled 

for May 2020.  We need volunteers to form a Nomination Committee 

that will be responsible for overseeing the election process and review 

candidates who wish to present themselves for election to the Board of 

Governor.  We ask for any interested member to contact the office via 

e-Mail at elections2020@kehilacentre.com. 

T.A.G. - Team Ashreinu Give @ SKC 

Girls grades 7-9 are welcome to enjoy a jam-packed hour of activities, 

dancing, learning and snacks run by the members of Camp Ashreinu. 

The program will take place weekly on Mondays between 7:30 and 8:30 

in the lower level social hall. 

Weekly Divre Torah on the Parasha by 

Hacham Amram Assayag!  

Join the new weekly Divre Torah on the Parasha by Hacham Amram 

Assayag via Whats app group. One video will be posted once a week! 

Contact # 416.669.9679 to join. 

Community Events 
MIMI’S LIGHT 

Mimi’s Light was created 23 years ago in honour of Mimi Benadiba. 

With Hanukah approaching, we are reminded of our many dear friends 

who are in their homes or hospitals and aren't able to light the Hanu-

kah candles. We seek volunteers to add to our current roster. If you 

know anyone in need of assistance, please contact Max Benaim at (416) 

918-0676 and together we will make Mimi's Light shine bright!  

We urge parents and children to volunteer for this great experience!! 

Upcoming Events.. 
Hanukah Oneg Shabbat - Friday Night December 27th 

The Kahal Kadosh (men, ladies and kids) are invited to the home of 

Rabbi and Mrs. Kadoch to celebrate the TRIFECTA - Shabbat, Rosh 

Hodesh and Hanukah -  Singing, schmoozing and of course eating and 

drinking. Don’t miss it 

When: Friday December 27th Time: After to dinner to whenever 

Address: 138 Colvin Crescent 

Wine and Cheese - Sunday January 26th 

Young professionals, 19 and over, are invited for a wine and cheese 

event at the SKC. Come out, talk it up and have some delicious cheeses 

over some wine to go along with it. Thank you to Victor Arrobas and 

Jimmy Kadoch for sponsoring the event. 

Cost is $10 per person. 

To rsvp go to www.kehilacentre.com/event/winecheese5780 

Girls Niagara Falls Trip 

The SKC is planning a Girls overnight trip to Niagara Falls Saturday 

night January 11th to Sunday January 12th for girls in Grades 6-9. The 

cost of the trip is $80 per child and includes: 

- Pizza dinner Saturday Night 

- Overnight stay at Hotel in Niagara Falls 

- Various attractions at the Falls 

This is a great opportunity for the girls of the community to come to-

gether and build/strengthen relationships. We hope you take ad-

vantage of this trip and have your daughter be a part of it.  

If you’d like to sign up your daughter, please email Rabbi Kadoch   

directly with your daughter’s name at your earliest convenience so we 

can begin booking rooms and putting things in motion. rabbika-

doch@kehilacentre.com 

Avot Ubanim 

Avot Banim this week is postponed this week because of the 

Hanukah Bingo.   

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office 

at (905) 669-7654. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

New and exciting Torah classes @ SKC 

Daily - Halacha - between Minha and Arbit. 

Sundays  - 7:15 a.m.  Gemara Shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue 

  - 9:00 a.m. - Navi with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue, men, Coffee will be served.  

Tuesdays  - 8:00 p.m.  Tuesday Night Live with Tomer Malca in the Medrash 

  - 8:00 p.m. - Rambam with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue 

  - Open topic discussion with Yitzchak Aboudi, Tuesday nights. Times to be determined  

Wednesdays  - 8:00 p.m - Ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Location Lower Level Classroom 

Thursdays  - 9:00 p.m - Ohr HaHayim on the weekly Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Medrash, men 

Shabbat  - 8:15 a.m. - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue.  

 

New Shiur - Young Adult Males  

Rabbi Kadoch will be offering a new Torah class Tuesday nights beginning this week for Young Adults. The topic of study will be the "Rambam" - 

a perfect blend of law, ethics and history. Tuesdays, 8 PM, Lower Level Synagogue. 

Ladies Shiur 

Ladies shiur is postponed until after the new year.   

Ladies Tehilim Group 

Women are invited to join the Tehilim group Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and every Shabbat at 6:00pm Lower Level Restaurant. 

Humash and Hamin - Thursday Nights 

Come enjoy some delicious Hamin as we study the Parasha with the commentary of the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh.  

Thursdays at 9pm in the upstairs Medrash. 



At the end of this week’s Parasha, the butler is called back from 

jail to join Par’oh’s ranks once more. The Torah makes note, 

however, that he didn’t remember Yosef when he was recalled, 

like he requested from him.  

The language in the pesukim seem odd and redundant. First it 

tells us “velo zachar sar hamashkim et Yosef - that the butler 

didn’t remember Yosef, and then it says once more 

“vayishkahehu” - And he forgot him. Why repeat it? Many an-

swers have been given for this question but here are three from 

the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh. 

1) He didn’t really forget that Yosef actually existed. When he 

returned to Par’oh, he knew there was a guy that helped him 

still in jail, but he forgot his name. Yosef instructed him  זכרתני- 

“remember me” - and his intent was to remember him by name. 

Now that the butler didn’t remember his name (Ohr HaHayim 

seems to imply it was on purpose) Yosef was forgotten from his 

heart as well. From the word  וישכחהו (and he forgot him) we can 

determine that he erased the incident from his heart. The Torah 

indicates that once one has decided not to remember something 

or somebody, such a memory can be blocked out completely. 

Unless the chief butler had made a conscious effort to blot 

Yosef from his mind, he would have remembered the incident 

from time to time. 

2) The Torah writes  וישכחהו instead of  וישכח in order to hint that 

this was a deliberate act of forgetting. As long as Hashem did 

not remember Yosef’s condition, there was no point in the but-

ler remembering him either. 

 means that ONLY HE (the butler) forgot Yosef, whereas וישכחהו  (3

Hashem most certainly didn’t forget him. 

Shabbat Shalom 

Parashat Vayesheb: Spiritual Survival in Modern Society 

 

We read in Parashat Vayesheb of Yosef’s experiences after being sold as 

a slave to an Egyptian nobleman named Potifar. Potifar’s wife desired an 

intimate relationship with Yosef, who was seventeen years old and phys-

ically attractive. She tried everything she could to entice Yosef, but he 

resisted temptation. Day in and day out, Potifar’s wife made advances in 

an attempt to seduce Yosef, until ultimately one day, when they were 

alone the house, she grabbed his garment, and he fled from the house. 

Potifar’s wife then proceeded to charge that Yosef assaulted her, and he 

was imprisoned. 

 

King Shelomo teaches us in the Book of Mishleh (20:7), "Mit’halech 

Be’tumo Sadik, Ashreh Banav Aharav" – "A righteous man walks inno-

cently; fortunate are his children after him." This means that the good 

deeds of a righteous person have a profound influence on his offspring, 

even generations later. Yosef’s heroic resistance to Potifar’s wife had a 

powerful impact upon Beneh Yisrael, and is what enabled them to spent 

over 200 years in Egypt without assimilating, without intermarrying, and 

without participating in the decadent culture of ancient Egypt. This was 

made possible by the precedent of Yosef’s refusal to succumb to temp-

tation, to keep a distance from an Egyptian woman even when she tried 

everything she could to approach him. 

 

This is why later, in Parashat Vayehi (50:20), Yosef explains to his broth-

ers that although they had sold him as a slave to cause him harm, G-d 

planned this event in order "Le’hahayot Am Rab" – "to sustain a large 

nation." Yosef understood that he was sent to Egypt ahead of Beneh 

Yisrael in order to lay the foundations of separation, to set the example 

of withstanding the enormous pressure to assimilate into the Egyptians’ 

culture of promiscuity and permissiveness. This was necessary "to sus-

tain a large nation" – to ensure Beneh Yisrael’s spiritual survival in 

Egypt’s decadent society. 

 

This explains the significance of shoes in the story of Yosef. Targum 

Yonatan Ben Uziel tells that after Yosef’s brothers sold him as a slave, 

they used the money they received to purchase shoes. And thus the 

Rabbis chose as the Haftara – the portion of the Prophets – read on 

Shabbat Parashat Vayesheb the prophecy from the Book of Amos, in 

which the prophet condemns the people for selling a righteous man 

"Ba’abur Na’alayim" – "for shoes" (Amos 2:6) – alluding to the brothers’ 

salve of Yosef as a slave. Why are the shoes purchased with the money 

considered so significant that it is emphasized by the prophet, and that 

this prophecy is chosen as the Haftara for this Parasha? 

 

Shoes represent separation between the person and the ground upon 

which he treads. G-d saw to it that Yosef’s sale as a slave to Egypt would 

be immediately followed by the purchase of shoes – to set into motion 

to the process of separation which Yosef would lead. Shoes are thus 

truly the essence of this story – because they represent the core reason 

why Yosef was sold as a slave to Egypt: to establish the separation be-

tween Am Yisrael and the "ground" of Egypt, the sinful, decadent culture 

in which they would live for two centuries. 

 

Indeed, the Kabbalists teach that Yosef had the soul of Hanoch, Noah’s 

great-grandfather, a righteous figure who lived during the period before 

the flood. The Midrash says that Hanoch was a cobbler, who made 

shoes. This means that Hanoch mastered the art of separation, of set-

ting himself apart from the sinfulness of the surrounding culture and 

society. His sacred soul then returned in the form of Yosef, who paved 

the way for Beneh Yisrael to remain separate and apart from the deca-

dent culture in Egypt. 

 

Living in modern-day America poses enormous and unprecedented spir-

itual challenges – challenges that are far more difficult than those faced 

by our ancestors in Egypt, or at any other time. Not only has contempo-

rary society embraced unrestrained permissiveness as a value and ideal, 

but this culture is literally accessible at our fingertips at all times 

throughout the day. The Jewish community has, thank G-d, succeeded 

magnificently in building wonderful institutions of prayer and learning, 

a great infrastructure of Torah life – but we still face a grave threat to 

our Kedusha, to the special holiness that the Torah demands of us. Un-

der such conditions, we must look to Yosef as our source of inspiration 

and guidance. Just as he withstood the unimaginably difficult test to 

which he was subjected, so are we capable of withstanding the difficult 

spiritual challenges that are unique to our generation. Yosef set an ex-

ample and precedent not only for the generations of Jews who suffered 

exile in Egypt – but also for our generation enduring the difficult tests 

posed by contemporary society. Let us harness the great power of Yosef 

and muster the strength and self-restraint we need to withstand today’s 

challenges and to live the pure, sacred lives that Hashem’s special na-

tion is meant to live. 

 

 

Hanukah: If the Candles Blew Out After Lighting 

The famous Halachic rule states: "Hadlaka Osah Misva"-The Misva of 

Hanukah candles is fulfilled immediately upon lighting. Therefore, 

"Kavta- En Zakuk La"-If the candles inadvertently blew out immediately 

after being lit, it is not obligatory to relight them, as long as they had 

enough oil to potentially burn the requisite time. This applies not only 

to lighting on weekdays, but even Ereb Shabbat, when they blew out 

before dark. If one extinguished the candles on purpose, he should re-

light without a Beracha. If they blew out inadvertently, and one wants to 

be stringent and relight them, Hacham Ovadia rules Tavo Alav Beracha, 

it is praiseworthy. This is especially true on Ereb Shabbat, when some 

Poskim rule that by law he is obligated to relight. If on the sixth night, 

the first candle went out before he lit the sixth, The Biur Halacha states 

that although he lit a total of six candles, it is not considered "Mehadrin 

Min HaMehadrin"-the ideal way to fulfil the Misva, since the six candles 

were not all lit at the same time. The Mishna Berura rules that "Kavta En 

Zakuk La" applies only if the candles were lit in a place that was suitable 

for lighting. Therefore, if it was windy at the time of lighting and the 

candles became extinguished, they must be relit. Hacham Bension dis-

cusses whether this applies to those who light outside in the special 

glass boxes. The boxes do have a glass cover that prevents the wind 

from entering. On the other hand, at the actual time of lighting the box 

is open and the wind can enter. He rules that even if the candle blew out 

while the box was still open, he does not have to relight it, since the 

box is designed to be outside. SUMMARY Even if the candles blew out 

inadvertently immediately after lighting, it is not required to relight 

them, even on Ereb Shabbat. If one wants to relight them, it is praise-

worthy. If one blew them out on purpose, he must relight, albeit without 

a Beracha. If the candles blew out from the wind, while being lit in the 

special glass box outside, it is not required to relight them.  

 

 



 

Hanukah – Lighting Hanukah 

 

   

 

   


