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שבת שלום

Shabbat Shalom

ברוכים הבאים
Welcome to our Synagogue

Rabbi Emeritus
Haham Amram Assayag

Rabbi
Rabbi David Kadoch

Shaliach Tzibur

Parashat Vayishlah פרשת וישלח

Marc Kadoch

Parnas

Shabbat December 14th, 2019,  טז' כסלו תש"פ/ 16 Kislev 5780
Perasha Page 170, Haftara 1141 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
äçðî Minha
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

4:20 p.m.
4:22 p.m.

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin

6:45 a.m.

úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)

8:30 a.m
3:25 p.m.

íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

3:55 p.m.

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim

5:29 p.m. úéøçù

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 20th, 2019
Minha 4:20 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:25 p.m.)

Avi Azuelos

7:05 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:05 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:20 p.m.
4:50 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:44 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:22 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:41 pm

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation.
Everyone is invited to join us after services.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Mr. & Mrs. Joe and Esther Azoulay in memory of her mother Luna Cohen ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Anita Chai in memory of his brother Yitzhak Arieh Chai ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Yves and Sarah Nahmias in memory of his mother Esther Nahmias ì"æ
Mr. Jacques Esseis in memory of his wife Suzy Esseis ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan and Betty Lalou in memory of his grandmother Esther Weizman nee Assayag ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Ovadya and Elvira Gulersen in memory of her father Mordechai Azuz ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Meyer and Suzy Benchetrit in memory of her father Pinhas Ouaknine ì"æ
Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Esther Weizman nee Assayag ì"æ, Salomon Cohen ì"æ 16 Kislev / Shabbat December 14th
Freha Soudry ì"æ, Jacob Hassan ì"æ 17 Kislev / Sunday December 15th
Yitzhak Arieh Chai ì"æ, Suzy Esseis ì"æ 18 Kislev / Monday December 16th
Yehuda Bensalmon ì"æ 19 Kislev / Tuesday December 17th
Messody Cohen ì"æ, Pinhas Ouaknine ì"æ, David Zrihen ì"æ 20 Kislev / Wednesday December 18th
Abraham Azagury ì"æ, Esther Nahmias ì"æ, Luna Cohen ì"æ, Mordechai Azuz ì"æ 22 Kislev / Friday December 20th-

Nahalot for the following week
Esther Cohen ì"æ, 23 Kislev / Shabbat December 21st
Perla Keslassy ì"æ 26 Kislev / Tuesday December 24th
Abraham Shemesh ì"æ 27 Kislev / Wednesday December 25th
Isaac Benmergui ì"æ 29 Kislev / Friday December 27th

Synagogue News

Community Events

Board of Governors Election - 2020

MIMI’S LIGHT

As per our constitution, elections for Board of Governors are scheduled
for May 2020. We need volunteers to form a Nomination Committee
that will be responsible for overseeing the election process and review
candidates who wish to present themselves for election to the Board of
Governor. We ask for any interested member to contact the office via
e-Mail at elections2020@kehilacentre.com.
Special Limud for Mrs. Suzy Esseis ì"æ
The Kahal is invited for a special limud commemorating the first nahala
of Mrs. Suzy Esseis ì"æ taking place this Sunday beginning with Minha
at 4:20 p.m. Customary refreshments following the limud will be
served.

Upcoming Events..

Bnei Akiva

Mimi’s Light was created 23 years ago in honour of Mimi Benadiba.
With Hanukah approaching, we are reminded of our many dear friends
who are in their homes or hospitals and aren't able to light the Hanukah candles. We seek volunteers to add to our current roster. If you
know anyone in need of assistance, please contact Max Benaim at (416)
918-0676 and together we will make Mimi's Light shine bright!
WE URGE PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO VOLUNTEER FOR THIS GREAT
EXPERIENCE!!

Girls Niagara Falls Trip

The SKC is planning a Girls overnight trip to Niagara Falls Saturday
night January 11th to Sunday January 12th for girls in Grades 6-9. The
cost of the trip is $80 per child and includes:
- Pizza dinner Saturday Night
- Overnight stay at Hotel in Niagara Falls
- Various attractions at the Falls
T.A.G. - Team Ashreinu Give @ SKC
This is a great opportunity for the girls of the community to come toGirls grades 7-9 are welcome to enjoy a jam-packed hour of activities,
gether and build/strengthen relationships. We hope you take addancing, learning and snacks run by the members of Camp Ashreinu.
vantage of this trip and have your daughter be a part of it.
The program will take place weekly on Mondays between 7:30 and 8:30
If you’d like to sign up your daughter, please email Rabbi Kadoch
in the lower level social hall.
directly with your daughter’s name at your earliest convenience so we
Thank You
can begin booking rooms and putting things in motion. rabbikaOn behalf of the SKC and all those that attended the lectures by Scholar
doch@kehilacentre.com
Efi Palvanov the last three weeks, we would like to say thank you to
Avot Ubanim - continues this Shabbat at 7pm
Adam and Esther Ohayon, Jimmy and Simona Kadoch and Allen and
It's back! Fathers and sons can come out for a great night of learning,
Rena Azoulay for opening their homes to host the lectures. May Hasnacks and prizes.
shem shower you with lots of beracha and may your homes always be
Time: Motsae Shabbat at 7pm.
open to many Talmide Hachamim in the future, Amen.
For more information and to sponsor a learning contact Rabbi Kadoch.
Weekly Divre Torah on the Parasha by
(Cost of sponsorship is $200)
SHABBAT SHALOM KEHILA SNIF! Snif this week starts right after Minha
at 3:55 p.m. If you would like to request a walking group please
email: Toronto@bneiakiva.org, or if you have any other questions
please approach Eliav Saban in Shul!
Shabbat Shalom!

Hacham Amram Assayag!

Join the new weekly Divre Torah on the Parasha by Hacham Amram
Assayag via Whats app group. One video will be posted once a week!
Contact # 416.669.9679 to join.

New and exciting Torah classes @ SKC
Daily - Halacha - between Minha and Arbit.
Sundays
- 7:15 a.m. Gemara Shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue
- 9:00 a.m. - Navi with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue, men, Coffee will be served.
Tuesdays
- 8:00 p.m. Tuesday Night Live with Tomer Malca in the Medrash
- 8:00 p.m. - Rambam with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue
- Open topic discussion with Yitzchak Aboudi, Tuesday nights. Times to be determined
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Shabbat

- 8:00 p.m - Ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Location Lower Level Classroom
- 9:00 p.m - Ohr HaHayim on the weekly Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Medrash, men
- 8:15 a.m. - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue.

New Shiur - Young Adult Males

Rabbi Kadoch will be offering a new Torah class Tuesday nights beginning this week for Young Adults. The topic of study will be the "Rambam" a perfect blend of law, ethics and history. Tuesdays, 8 PM, Lower Level Synagogue.

Ladies Shiur

The ever popular ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch resumes this Wednesday at 8pm in the Lower Level classroom located near the Mikve Kelim.
Weekly topics will include Divre Torah from the Parasha and Hilchot Shabbat. Women of all ages welcome. Light refreshments will be served.

Ladies Tehilim Group

Women are invited to join the Tehilim group Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and every Shabbat at 6:00pm Lower Level Restaurant.

Humash and Hamin - Thursday Nights

Come enjoy some delicious Hamin as we study the Parasha with the commentary of the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh.
Thursdays at 9pm in the upstairs Medrash.
If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office
at (905) 669-7654.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.

There are two interpretations in the Midrash to Ya'akov Avinu's proclamation, "Katonti mikol hahasadim." One view is that Ya'akov was saying, “eni kedai," that he is unworthy of Hashem performing a miracle for
him. The other view is that Ya'akov felt he was “kedai," but that it would
lead to "katonti," a diminishment of his merits. The Sifte Tzadik explains that this machloket revolves around the same point raised in a
Gemara Masechet Shabbat 53b. One of the Amoraim was miraculously
given the ability to nurse his son after his wife passed away. Rav Yosef
remarked at how wonderful it was that this man should merit such a
miracle, but Abaye took exactly the opposite position -- how sad it is
that the laws of creation should be changed on this man's account. Rav
Yosef looked at the occurence of the miracle as a positive outcome;
Abaye looked at the high cost to a person's "spiritual pocketbook" as a
negative. Yes, the individual may be "'kedai," but the cost is still great.
The Imre Emet offers a psychological interpretation of the mahloket. On
the one hand, a person should feel "kedai," that Hashem values him so
much that he would even do miracles on his behalf. On the other hand,
that feeling needs to be tempered by “eni kedai," the recognition of
one's own shortcomings and the acknowledgment that what Hashem
does for a person is hesed, not fully earned.
However, one would not be human if one did not take pride in one's
own abilities and accomplishments. We all have an ego; some a little
bigger one, some a little smaller. We all too easily forget sometimes
that all our accomplishments would be impossible if not for Hasde Hashem. When that happens, we need to be reminded to have a little perspective. There are two ways that can happen. The first way is for Hashem to give us a little flick to knock us down to size and remind us just
how insignificant our power really is. Along comes a hurricane that
floods houses and cars, takes away heat and power, and suddenly our
advanced society can't even provide people with basic necessities for
survival.
But there is another way as well. The Sefat Emet writes that Hashem can
give and give and give, more hesed and more presents and more good
news, until a person is forced to say there is no way all this good could
be the result of his/her own efforts or zechuyot -- there must be a higher power up there smiling down on them. How can a person not feel
small when such an overwhelming debt of gratitude is owed! This is
what Ya'akov Avinu asked for. "Katonti" -- Hashem, remind me of my
smallness, keep that ego in check -- but do it "Mikol hahasadim u'mikol
ha'emet," through giving and giving, through boundless hesed, so that
we are overwhelmed not by pain, but by feelings of gratitude.

No Longer Shall You Be Called Jacob
Parashat Vayishlah

Radak suggests that "your name will no longer be called Jacob" means,
"your name will no longer only be called Jacob." You will have another
name as well. This is ingenious, but hardly the plain sense of the verse.
Sforno says, "In the Messianic Age, your name will no longer be called
Jacob." This, too, is difficult. The future tense, as used in the Torah,
means the near future, not the distant one, unless explicitly specified.
This is just one mystery among many when it comes to Jacob's character
and his relationship with his brother Esau. So difficult is it to understand
the stories about them that, to make sense of them, they have been
overlaid in Jewish tradition with a thick layer of Midrash that makes Esau
almost perfectly evil and Jacob almost perfectly righteous. There is a
clear need for such Midrash, for educational purposes. Esau and Jacob,
as portrayed in the Torah, are too nuanced and complex to be the subject of simple moral lessons for young minds. So Midrash gives us a
world of black and white, as Maharatz Chajes explained.[1]
The biblical text itself, though, is far more subtle. It does not state that
Esau is bad and Jacob is good. Rather, it shows that they are two different kinds of human being. The contrast between them is like the one
made by Nietzsche between the Greek figures of Apollo and Dionysus.
Apollo represents reason, logic, order, self-control; Dionysus stands for
emotion, passion, nature, wildness and chaos. Apollonian cultures value
restraint and modesty; Dionysian ones go for ostentation and excess.
Jacob is Apollonian, Esau, Dionysiac.
Or it may be that Esau represents the Hunter, considered a hero in many
ancient cultures, but not so in the Torah, which represents the agrarian
and pastoral ethic of farmers and shepherds. With the transition from
hunter-gatherer to farmer-and-herdsman, the Hunter is no longer a hero
and instead is seen as a figure of violence, especially when combined, as
in the case of Esau, with a mercurial temperament. It is not so much that
Esau is bad and Jacob good, but that Esau represents the world that
was, while Jacob represents, if sometimes tentatively and fearfully, a
new world about to be brought into being, whose spirituality would be
radically different, new and challenging.
The fact that Jacob and Esau were twins is fundamental. Their relationship is one of the classic cases of sibling .[2] Key to understanding their
story is what Rene Girard called mimetic desire: the desire to have what
someone else has, because they have it. Ultimately, this is the desire to
be someone else.
That is what the name Jacob signifies. It is the name he acquired because he was born holding on to his brother Esau's heel. That was consistently his posture during the key events of his early life. He bought
his brother's birthright. He wore his brother's clothes. At his mother's
request, he took his brother's blessing. When asked by his father, "Who
are you, my son?" He replied, "I am Esau, your firstborn."
Jacob was the man who wanted be Esau. Why so? Because Esau had one
thing he did not have: his father's love. "Isaac, who had a taste for wild
game, loved Esau, but Rebecca loved Jacob."
All that changed in the great wrestling match between Jacob and the
unknown stranger. That was when he was told that his name would now
be Israel. The stated explanation of this name is: "for you have wrestled
with God and with man and have prevailed." It also resonates with two
other senses. Sar means "prince, royalty." Yashar means "upright." Both
of these are in sharp contrast with the name "Jacob," one who "holds on
to his brother's heel."
How then are we to understand what, first the stranger, then God, said
to Jacob? Not as a statement, but as a request, a challenge, an invitation. Read it not as, "You will no longer be called Jacob but Israel." Instead read it as, "Let your name no longer be Jacob but Israel," meaning,
"Act in such a way that this is what people call you." Be a prince. Be royalty. Be upright. Be yourself. Don't long to be someone else. This would
turn out to be a challenge not just then but many times in the Jewish
future.
Often, Jews have been content to be themselves. But from time to time,
they have come into contact with a civilisation whose intellectual, cultural and even spiritual sophistication was undeniable. It made them feel
awkward, inferior, like a villager who comes to a city for the first time.
Jews lapsed into the condition of Jacob. They wanted to be someone
else.
The first time we hear this is in the words of the Prophet Ezekiel: "You
say, 'We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of the world, who
serve wood and stone.' But what you have in mind will never happen"
(Ez. 20:32). In Babylon, the people encountered an impressive empire
whose military and economic success contrasted radically with their own
condition of exile and defeat. Some wanted to stop being Jews and become someone else, anyone else.

One fact about this week's parsha has long perplexed the commentators. After his wrestling match with the unnamed adversary, Jacob was
told: "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with beings Divine and human, and have prevailed" (Gen. 32:29, JPS
translation). Or "Your name will no longer be said to be Jacob, but Israel.
You have become great (sar) before God and man. You have won.'
(Aryeh Kaplan translation).
This change of name takes place not once but twice. After the encounter
with Esau, and the episode of Dina and Shechem, God told Jacob to go
to Beth El. Then we read: "After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God
appeared to him again and blessed him. God said to him, 'Your name is
Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.'
So He named him Israel" (Gen. 35:9-10).
Note, first, that this is not an adjustment of an existing name by the
change or addition of a letter, as when God changed Abram's name to
Abraham, or Sarai's to Sarah. It is an entirely new name, as if to signal
that what it represents is a complete change of character. Second, as we
have seen, the name change happened not once but twice. Third - and
this is the puzzle of puzzles - having said twice that his name will no
longer be Jacob, the Torah continues to call him Jacob. God Himself
does so. So do we, every time we pray to the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. How so, when the Torah twice tells us that his name will no longContinued on next page..
er be Jacob?

We hear it again in the days of the Greeks. Some Jews became Hellenised. We recognise that in the names of High Priests like Jason
and Menelaus. The battle against this is the story of Chanukah. Something similar happened in the days of Rome. Josephus was one
of those who went over to the other side, though he remained a defender of Judaism.
It happened again during the Enlightenment. Jews fell in love with European culture. With philosophers like Kant and Hegel, poets
like Goethe and Schiller, and musicians like Mozart and Beethoven. Some were able to integrate this with faithfulness to Judaism as
creed and deed - figures like Rabbis Samson Raphael Hirsch and Nehemiah Nobel. But some did not. They left the fold. They
changed their names. They hid their identity. None of us is entitled to be critical of what they did. The combined impact of intellectual challenge, social change, and incendiary antisemitism, was immense. Yet this was a Jacob response, not an Israel one.
It is happening today in large swathes of the Jewish world. Jews have overachieved. Judaism, with some notable exceptions, has underachieved. There are Jews at or near the top of almost every field of human endeavour today, but all too many have either abandoned their religious heritage or are indifferent to it. For them, being Jewish is a slender ethnicity, too thin to be transmitted to the
future, too hollow to inspire.
We have waited so long for what we have today and have never had simultaneously before in all of Jewish history: independence and
sovereignty in the state of Israel, freedom and equality in the diaspora. Almost everything that a hundred generations of our ancestors prayed for has been given to us. Will we really (in Lin-Manuel Miranda's phrase) throw away our shot? Will we be Israel? Or will
we show, to our shame, that we have not yet outlived the name of Jacob, the person who wanted to be someone else? Jacob was
often fearful because he was not sure who he wanted to be, himself or his brother. That is why God said to him, "Let your name not
be Jacob but Israel." When you are afraid, and unsure of who you are, you are Jacob. When you are strong in yourself, as yourself,
you are Israel.
The fact that the Torah and tradition still use the word Jacob, not just Israel, tells us that the problem has not disappeared. Jacob
seems to have wrestled with this throughout his life, and we still do today. It takes courage to be different, a minority, countercultural. It's easy to live for the moment like Esau, or to "be like the peoples of the world" as Ezekiel said.
I believe the challenge issued by the angel still echoes today. Are we Jacob, embarrassed by who we are? Or are we Israel, with the
courage to stand upright and walk tall in the path of faith?

Hanukah – Lighting Hanukah
Candles on Friday Afternoon

