
Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha 4:20 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:22 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m                                  

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:25 p.m.                        

äçðî  Minha 3:55 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:28 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 13th, 2019 

Minha 4:20 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:22 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 4:20 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 4:50 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:38 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:17 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:40 pm

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 

Marc Kadoch 
Parnas 

Avi Azuelos 

Parashat Vayetze   פרשת ויצא
Shabbat December 7th, 2019, פ" תש ט' כסלו  / 9 Kislev 5780 

Perasha Page 144, Haftara 1139 in Artscroll

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation. 

Everyone is invited to join us after services. 

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and and Anita Chai in memory of his sister Hannah Fruma Chai ì"æ

Everyone is welcome.  

Nahalot 
Hannah Fruma Chai ì"æ, 13 Kislev / Wednesday December 11th

Isaac Beniluz ì"æ, Joseph Benchetrit ì"æ 14 Kislev / Thursday December 12th

Joseph Abitbol, 15 Kislev / Friday December 13th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Esther Weizman nee Assayag ì"æ, Salomon Cohen ì"æ 16 Kislev / Shabbat December 14th

Freha Soudry ì"æ, Jacob Hassan ì"æ 17 Kislev / Sunday December 15th

Yitzhak Arieh Chai ì"æ, Suzy Esseis ì"æ 18 Kislev / Monday December 16th

Yehuda Bensalmon ì"æ 19 Kislev / Tuesday December 17th

Messody Cohen ì"æ, Pinhas Ouaknine ì"æ, David Zrihen ì"æ 20 Kislev / Wednesday December 18th

Abraham Azagury ì"æ, Esther Nahmias ì"æ, Luna Cohen ì"æ, Mordechai Azuz ì"æ 22 Kislev / Friday December 20th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3  

Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 



Synagogue News 
Condolences 

Our sincere condolences to our dear friend and members Mr.  Jacques 

Esseis and Mr. Albert Esses on the passing of their uncle, Mr. Joseph 

Albert Esses ì"æ. Our condolences go to the entire family on their loss. 
May his neshama rest in Gan Eden, Amen. 

Board of Governors Election - 2020 

As per our constitution, elections for Board of Governors are scheduled 

for May 2020.  We need volunteers to form a Nomination Committee 

that will be responsible for overseeing the election process and review 

candidates who wish to present themselves for election to the Board of 

Governor.  We ask for any interested member to contact the office via 

e-Mail at elections2020@kehilacentre.com. 

Bnei Akiva 

Shabbat Shalom Kehila Snif! There will be no snif this week. Hopefully, 

we will be back with a blast next Shabbat, Parashat Vayishlach!  

Shabbat Shalom!  

T.A.G. - Team Ashreinu Give @ SKC 

Girls grades 7-9 are welcome to enjoy a jam-packed hour of activities, 

dancing, learning and snacks run by the members of Camp Ashreinu. 

The program will take place weekly on Mondays between 7:30 and 8:30 

in the lower level social hall. 

Community Events 
Hazak U'Baruch 

The Sephardic Kehila Centre recognizes the accomplishments and 

achievements of our dear Sephardic community member and friend Mr. 

Isaac Osiel, who was recently honoured by Aish Hatorah in its annual 

fundraising dinner. Isaac has founded and almost single-handedly 

spearheaded The Living Legacy Program, sending hundreds of Jews 

from Toronto to Poland to visit the various sites of the Holocaust to 

ensure that the horrors of our past are never forgotten and the future 

of the Jewish people will forever remain bright. 

May Hashem give you the strength to continue inspiring those around 

you and be a role model and leader for our community for many years 

to come. 

Upcoming Events.. 
Girls Niagara Falls Trip 

The SKC is planning a Girls overnight trip to Niagara Falls Saturday 

night January 11th to Sunday January 12th for girls in Grades 6-9. The 

cost of the trip is $80 per child and includes: 

- Pizza dinner Saturday Night

- Overnight stay at Hotel in Niagara Falls

- Various attractions at the Falls

This is a great opportunity for the girls of the community to come to-

gether and build/strengthen relationships. We hope you take ad-

vantage of this trip and have your daughter be a part of it.  

If you’d like to sign up your daughter, please email Rabbi Kadoch   

directly with your daughter’s name at your earliest convenience so we 

can begin booking rooms and putting things in motion. rabbika-

doch@kehilacentre.com 

Avot Ubanim - continues this Shabbat at 7pm 

It's back! Fathers and sons can come out for a great night of learning, 

snacks and prizes. 

Time: Motsae Shabbat at 7pm. 

For more information and to sponsor a learning contact Rabbi Kadoch. 

(Cost of sponsorship is $200) 

3-Part Lecture Series with Efi Palvanov 

This week is the final lecture of our 3 part series by Scholar  

Efi Palvanov. This week’s class will take place at the home of Yehuda 

and Rena Azoulay on Wednesday night at 830pm - -

Address is 89 Colvin Crescent. 

Don’t miss it!  

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office 

at (905) 669-7654. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. 

New and exciting Torah classes @ SKC 

Daily - Halacha - between Minha and Arbit. 

Sundays  - 7:15 a.m.  Gemara Shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue

- 9:00 a.m. - Navi with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue, men, Coffee will be served.

Tuesdays - 8:00 p.m.  Tuesday Night Live with Tomer Malca in the Medrash

- 8:00 p.m. - Rambam with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue

- Open topic discussion with Yitzchak Aboudi, Tuesday nights. Times to be determined

Wednesdays - 8:00 p.m - Ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Location Lower Level Classroom

Thursdays - 9:00 p.m - Ohr HaHayim on the weekly Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Medrash, men

Shabbat - 8:15 a.m. - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue.

New Shiur - Young Adult Males 

Rabbi Kadoch will be offering a new Torah class Tuesday nights beginning this week for Young Adults. The topic of study will be the "Rambam" - 

a perfect blend of law, ethics and history. Tuesdays, 8 PM, Lower Level Synagogue. 

Ladies Shiur 

The ever popular ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch resumes this Wednesday at 8pm in the Lower Level classroom located near the Mikve Kelim. 

Weekly topics will include Divre Torah from the Parasha and Hilchot Shabbat. Women of all ages welcome. Light refreshments will be served. 

Ladies Tehilim Group 

Women are invited to join the Tehilim group Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and every Shabbat at 6:00pm Lower Level Restaurant. 

Humash and Hamin - Thursday Nights 

Come enjoy some delicious Hamin as we study the Parasha with the commentary of the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh. 

Thursdays at 9pm in the upstairs Medrash. 



The Parasha opens up with the pasuk stating that "Yaakov departed 

from Be'er Sheva”.  Rashi explains that "A righteous person's departure 

from a place leaves a void. As long as he lives in the city, he constitutes 

its glory, splendour and beauty; when he departs, its glo-

ry, splendour and beauty depart with him" (Rashi, Bereshit 28:10) 

Considering this Rashi that was said about Yaakov's departure from 

Be'er Sheva, we may highlight an important concept:Yaakov Avinu was 

neither the Rabbi nor the Dayan of Be'er Sheva. He did not give speech-

es, did not arouse the masses to consider their wayward ways, but ra-

ther closed himself off in his corner and diligently studied Torah in se-

clusion. The Torah describes him as "Yaakov was a wholesome man, 

abiding in tents". Despite this fact, the Torah testifies that he was the 

glory, splendour and beauty of the city. 

This shows us that the degree of influence of a tzadik on his surround-

ings is not measured according to the degree of his involvement 

in public matters, neither according to his prominence over other resi-

dents. Sometimes a tzadik can be secluded in his home, but his influ-

ence reaches much further than the boundaries of his sanctuary and his 

inspiration has a far-reaching impact, to the extent that the Torah testi-

fies about Yaakov that he was the glory, splendor and beauty of the city! 

This important foundation also answers the famous question of why our 

sages do not mention that when Avraham Avinu and Yitzhak Avinu left 

their hometown, their departure left an impression? Why indeed? Av-

raham and Yitzhak were extremely wealthy. They   possessed much 

livestock and were accorded respect by the local population. They also 

involved themselves throughout their lives with spreading Torah, influ-

encing the public and instilling emuna in the hearts of the people. This 

being the case, their departure certainly left a void. It was a natural out-

come that the Hachamim do not have to make a point of stressing. 

But concerning Yaakov Avinu who was hidden away in the tent of Torah, 

we could make the mistake of thinking that his coming and going was 

not felt by the people and had no effect on the local population. So, the 

Torah points out that even his leaving, made an impression, because the 

influence of a tzadik on his surroundings is not measured according to 

his public involvement.  

 

Parashat Vayeseh: Torah Commitment in Times of Hardship 

 

Parashat Vayeseh begins with Yaakob Abinu’s departure from his home-

land, and his journey to Haran, where he would marry, beget a family, 

and become wealthy tending to Laban’s flocks. The Midrash tells us that 

before Yaakob left for Haran, he first went to the yeshiva of Shem and 

Eber, where he spent fourteen years engrossed in Torah learning. 

 

Why did Yaakob first spend these years learning Torah? Why did he not 

immediately go to Haran to get married and start a family? 

 

One answer that has been given stems from a different passage of the 

Midrash, which tells us of something else that happened to Yaakob after 

he left his parents’ home. Esav, who wanted to kill Yaakob for taking the 

blessing which was intended for him, sent his son, Elifaz, to chase after 

Yaakob and murder him. When Elifaz reached Yaakob, he could not 

bring himself to kill his uncle. He had learned with his grandfather, 

Yishak Abinu (according to another version of the Midrash, Elifaz had 

actually learned with Yaakob), and so he absorbed enough of Yishak’s 

saintliness to be incapable of murdering his uncle in cold blood. On the 

other hand, he could not allow himself to disobey his father’s orders. 

Yaakob recommended that Elifaz take all his possessions in lieu of kill-

ing him. Our Sages teach that an impoverished person is considered, in 

a certain sense, "dead," and so by seizing all of Yaakob’s belongings, 

Elifaz will, in a way, have "killed" him. Elifaz took everything Yaakob had, 

which is why when Yaakob arrived in Haran, he had nothing with him. 

 

As the Ramban (Rav Moshe Nahmanides, 1194-1270) famously teaches, 

"Ma’aseh Abot Siman La’banim" – the experiences of our righteous patri-

archs established certain patterns for their descendants, and their ac-

tions instilled within the Jewish Nation certain qualities and characteris-

tics which have accompanied our people ever since. It has thus been 

suggested that Yaakob, after losing all his possessions, went to study 

Torah to establish the precedent of devotion to Torah learning even in 

times of hardship. Once he became impoverished, Yaakob turned to the 

yeshiva in order to instill within all of us this unique quality, an unwaver-

ing, uncompromising and unflinching commitment to Torah even under 

very difficult circumstances. 

 

Indeed, as we know, many generations of Jews managed to devote 

themselves to the study and practice of Torah even under the harshest 

conditions. Whether it was poverty, persecution or illness, Heaven for-

bid, there were always Jews who remained loyal to, and passionate 

about, learning and observing Torah despite the very difficult circum-

stances which they endured. 

 

After the years spent learning, Yaakob finally made his way to Haran, 

and along the way, as the Torah tells, he slept and beheld the famous 

dream of a ladder extending to the heavens, with angels going up and 

down the ladder. The Ba’al Ha’turim (Rabbenu Yaakob Ben Asher, 1269-

1343) notes that the word "Sulam" (when it is spelled with the letter 

"Vav") has the Gematria (numerical value) of 136, which is the same Ge-

matria as that of the word "Mamon" ("money") and of the word "Oni" 

("poverty"). Yaakob was shown that the world is like a ladder, with peo-

ple rising and descending all the time. The "wheel of fortune" is con-

stantly turning, with people "ascending" and "descending," earning and 

losing wealth. Life is full of "ups and downs." We all enjoy happier times 

and less happy times. Yaakob Abinu is our model of consistency, show-

ing us that we must remain steadfastly committed to Torah at every 

"rung," at every stage, even when circumstances are difficult. 

 

In our times, we do not face the kind of economic hardship or persecu-

tion that previous generations endured. We do, however, face other, 

unprecedented obstacles to Torah study and observance. The distrac-

tions and temptations that present themselves today are far greater and 

more threatening than those faced by any previous generation. But 

Yaakob Abinu instilled within us the strength and fortitude to commit 

ourselves to Torah even under the harshest conditions. We face unique 

challenges in our generation, but we must trust in our ability to over-

come these challenges and continue proudly bearing the treasured lega-

cy of Abraham, Yishak and Yaakob. 

 

 

Hanukah – Lighting Hanukah Candles on Friday Afternoon 

 

On Friday of Hanukah, one must light the Hanukah candles before the 

Shabbat candles. The earliest time when one may light the Hanukah 

candles is the point of "Pelag Ha’minha," which during the Hanukah 

season is usually around 3:30pm (in the New York City area). Therefore, 

on Ereb Shabbat Hanukah, one must be extra vigilant to complete Shab-

bat preparations especially early, so that he can light the Hanukah can-

dles before the wife lights the Shabbat candles. It is preferable on Ereb 

Shabbat Hanukah to recite Minha earlier in the afternoon, before light-

ing the Hanukah candles. This is because the afternoon "Tamid" sacri-

fice – to which the Minha prayer corresponds – would be offered in the 

Bet Ha’mikdash before the Menorah was kindled. Accordingly, it is prop-

er, if possible, to pray Minha on Friday afternoon before lighting the 

Hanukah candles. Therefore, synagogues should try to arrange a Minyan 

for Minha Gedola – meaning, the Minha prayer recited earlier in the af-

ternoon – for those who are able to recite Minha earlier. Synagogues 

should then have another Minyan for Minha closer to sundown for those 

who could not pray Minha earlier, but this Minha prayer must start earli-

er enough to allow for the Hanukah candles in the synagogue before the 

onset of Shabbat. When one lights the Hanukah candles on Friday after-

noon, he must ensure to add enough oil, or use long enough candles, to 

sustain the candles until 45 minutes after sundown, a period of close to 

one hour fifteen minutes..  

 

 



 

   

 

   


