
Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

Shabat Haazinu   האזינו úùøô     
Shabbat October 12th, 2019, פ" תש יג' תשרי  / 13 Tishrei 5780 

Perasha Page 1094, Haftara 1204 in Artscroll 

Kiddush 
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation.  

Everyone is invited to join us after services. 

 

Seuda Shelishit 
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Carlos and Rosie  Melul in memory of his father Samuel Melul ì"æ   
Mr. and Mrs. Messod and Alegria Bentolila in memory of his brother Isaac Bentolila ì"æ   
Everyone is welcome.  

 

Nahalot 
Salomon Assayag ì"æ, Aaron Bensimon ì"æ, David Elmaleh ì"æ 15 Tishrei / Monday October 14 

Licy Azulay ì"æ, Isaac Bentolila ì"æ, Rachel Edery ì"æ 16 Tishrei / Tuesday October 15 

Haim Queroub ì"æ, Estrella Anidjar ì"æ, Abraham Anidjar ì"æ 17 Tishrei / Wednesday October 16 

Suzane Levy ì"æ, Samuel Melul ì"æ, Hanania Zrihen ì"æ 19 Tishrei / Friday October 18 

Nahalot for the following week 

Messoda Senor Elkaim ì"æ  21 Tishrei/ Sunday October 20 

Tamo Benedid ì"æ, Nina Nezry ì"æ, Albert Golberg ì"æ 22 Tishrei/ Monday October 21 

Messod Levy ì"æ, Anna Aronova ì"æ 24 Tishrei/ Wednesday October 23 

David Kadoch ì"æ, Freha Ben-Assor ì"æ 25 Tishrei/ Thursday October 24 

Rachel Benhaim ì"æ, Elimelech Wolf ì"æ  26 Tishrei/ Friday October 25 

Rabbi Emeritus 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Rabbi 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 

Marc Kadoch 
Parnas 

Avi Azuelos 

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 
 

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha      6:20 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    6:23 p.m. 

 
(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:30 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m                                    

íéìäú  Tehilim      5:20 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      5:50 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends     7:23 p.m. 

 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday October 18th, 2019 

Minha 6:10 p.m. (Candle Lighting 6:12 p.m.) 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:28 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:40 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 6:40 pm 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:50 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:50 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha   6:20 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  6:50 p.m. 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 



Synagogue News 
 

Hatanim 

If you are interested in being a Hatan for Simhat Torah please 

contact our Parnas Avi Azuelos. Available Hatanim are: 

- Hatan Mesayem (Vezot Haberacha) (RESERVED) 

- Hatan Mathil (Bereshit) (RESERVED) 

- Hatan UlAsher Amar (RESERVED) 

- Hatan Maftir  

 

Security Update 

The SKC will be using the services of ValGuard Security on a 

trial basis. Valguard is well known in the Jewish community for 

their services and we look forward working with them. 

 

Baruch Haba 

Abir Yaakob would like to extend its warmest greetings to Rabbi 

Shimon Bouskila who will be joining us for Succot.  

Rabbi Bouskila has a long history working for Sephardic syna-

gogues in Canada including Magen David Toronto and Petah 

Tikva Montreal. Baruch Haba! 

 

Hazak U'Baruch 

The SKC would like to say thank you to all the individuals who 

stepped up to lead and help with the services during the days of 

Selihot and the High Holidays. May Hashem bless you with 

strength and good tidings this year and beyond. 

 

Congregational Kiddush - Sukkot 

~ The 1st day of Sukkot, Kiddush is sponsored by  

Mr. and Mrs. Sam & Clara Serruya in memory of her beloved 

father Mr. Aaron Bensimon ì"æ.  

~ The 2nd day of Sukkot, Kiddush is sponsored by  

Mr. and Mrs. Elias & Perla Azulay in memory of his beloved 

mother Mrs. Licy Azulay ì"æ . 
 

Upcoming Events.. 
Simhat Bet HaShoeva 5780 - Wed Oct 16 6pm 

Everyone is welcome to join us for a delicious bbq and music in 

celebration of the holiday of Succot. 

It will take place in our Succah in the parking lot and is open for 

men women and children of all ages. 

Dinner has been sponsored graciously by Mr. and Mrs. Meyer 

and Monique Keslassy 

 

Wings in the Hut - Thursday Oct 17th 8pm 

Boys ages 16 and up are welcome to enjoy some scrumptious 

chicken wings in the succah of Rabbi Kadoch on 

Thursday October 17th. 

Divre Torah and singing will make this an outing you don’t want 

to miss. Address 138 Colvin Cres. Rain or Shine. 

 

Tuesday Oct. 22 - Simhat Torah Luncheon 

Please see back page for more details 

 

Monday Nov. 11th - Guest Speaker 

The world Sefardí Federation - Canadian Sephardi Federation 

and the Sephardic  Kehila Center are proud to welcome RABBI 

BARUJ BENITO GARZON FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF MADRID. 

MONDAY, NOV 11- 730PM; SEPHARDIC KEHILA CENTER. 

FREE ADMISSION SAVE THE DATE AS MORE INFO TO FOLLOW 

New and exciting Torah classes @ SKC 

Daily - Halacha - between Minha and Arbit. 

Sundays  - 9:00 a.m. - Navi with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue, men, Coffee will be served.  

Tuesdays  - 8:00 p.m. with Tomer Malca in the Medrash 

  - 8:00 p.m. - Rambam with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue 

  - Open topic discussion with Yitzchak Aboudi, Tuesday nights. Times to be determined  

Wednesdays  - 8:00 p.m - Ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Location Lower Level Classroom 

Thursdays  - 9:00 p.m - Ohr HaHayim on the weekly Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Medrash, men 

Shabbat  - 8:15 a.m. - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue.  

 

New Shiur - Young Adult Males  

Rabbi Kadoch will be offering a new Torah class Tuesday nights beginning this week for Young Adults. The topic of study will be the "Rambam" -   

a perfect blend of law, ethics and history. Tuesdays, 8 PM, Lower Level Synagogue. 

Ladies Shiur 

The ever popular ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch resumes this Wednesday at 8pm in the Lower Level classroom located near the Mikve Kelim. 

Weekly topics will include Divre Torah from the Parasha and Hilchot Shabbat. Women of all ages welcome. Light refreshments will be served. 

Ladies Tehilim Group 

Women are invited to join the Tehilim group Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and every Shabbat at 6:00pm Lower Level Restaurant. 

Humash and Hamin - Thursday Nights 

Come enjoy some delicious Hamin as we study the Parasha with the commentary of the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh.  

Thursdays at 9pm in the upstairs Medrash. 



I saw written in the name of Rabbi David Hananiah Pinto the following 

explanation of one of our mitzvot connected to Succot. There is a spe-

cial mitzvah incumbent upon us during the coming festival, Hag HaS-

uccot, as it says  ושמחת בחגך"and you shall rejoice on your festival", and 

the following verse even repeats this obligation  והיית אך שמח"and you 

will be completely joyous". 

How do we fulfill this mitzva? Especially when a person is surrounded 

by challenges which trouble him on a day to day basis, suddenly the 

days of the hag spread their wings over him and he is supposed to 

disconnect from his suffering and simply be happy?! How can one 

achieve this state? The Rambam warns us about the obligation to be 

happy on this festival and writes: "The joy that a person should feel in 

doing the mitzvot and loving Hashem who commanded them – is tre-

mendous work. And whoever prevents himself from achieving this 

state of happiness – it is fitting that he should be punished, as it says 

"since you did not serve Hashem your G-d with joy". And there is no 

greatness or honour but to rejoice before Hashem. 

The Vilna Gaon zt"l, was asked which is the hardest mitzva in the To-

rah to fulfill? He replied: The hardest mitzva is simhat hachag. Why? 

Because a person must be happy and in good spirits during the entire 

hag, including the days and the nights, without letting up even for a 

moment. Besides this it is also forbidden to nurture worrying thoughts 

on any matter, and no pain or sorrow should get caught up in the sim-

hat haHag. This obligation not to get upset about anything in the 

world, and to be only happy without a break during the entire holiday, 

eight days in a row, one hundred and ninety- two hours, eleven thou-

sand five hundred and twenty minutes, is indeed a very hard mitz-

va! All the talmidim and those who were close with the Vilna Gaon 

knew that during the holiday he had a different look on his face. And 

even though the commandment of "and you shall rejoice on your festi-

val" is one of the hardest mitzvot, for one has to rejoice without a 

break for seven days straight, the Gaon fulfilled it in an exemplary 

manner. His holy face glowed with a precious shine which did not dim 

throughout the seven days of the holiday. Once his students came to 

visit him, to fulfill the requirement of visiting one's Rav on the festi-

vals. They were extremely surprised to see him with a sad, drawn face. 

When they asked him about this and wished to join him in his pain, 

the Gaon did not want to reveal the reason for his sadness, but since 

his students pressed him he divulged the reason. 

This is what he told them: The previous night he had a dream where 

he had a revelation on the verse "Ascend here in the south and climb 

the mountain” (Parashat Shelah, concerning the spies). (The Gaon add-

ed: This revelation included 2260 explanations on that verse and just 

from one explanation, I could understand all the secrets of the crea-

tion, from the beginning unto the end.) When he awoke in the morn-

ing, due to the dearness of the revelation, he could not stop himself 

and thought about the things that were revealed to him, even though 

the Gaon himself rules that before saying birkat haTorah it is forbid-

den to even think about words of Torah. Suddenly he was unable to 

remember any of the revelation; it simply disappeared from his 

memory. "This is the reason for my sadness", finished the Gaon. 

 However, we asked previously, how is it possible to fulfil the mitzva of 

"and you will be completely joyous”? This is the answer. Once on Erev 

Succot, Harav Shach zt"l was asked how one achieves simhat yom tov 

which is a Torah obligation. He answered: "During Kiddush you will get 

your answer.” The questioner was perplexed so Maran HaRav Shach 

explained: "Your ears should hear what your mouth talks. When you 

give praise and thanks to Hashem "Who has chosen us from every 

people, exalted us above every tongue, and sanctified us with his com-

mandments. And You gave us, Hashem, our G-d, with love, appointed 

festivals for gladness, festivals and times for joy”. When I think about 

this, Harav Shach exclaimed, I want to dance, and you ask how to 

achieve happiness on Yom Tov?!... 

Hag Sameah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parashat Haazinu- Let’s Come Together 

 

In Parashat Haazinu, Moshe Rabbenu foresees the time when Beneh 

Yisrael would betray Hashem, and he asks in bewilderment, 

"Ha’l’Hashem Tigmelu Zot, Am Nabal Ve’lo Hacham" – "You repay G-d 

this way, a foolish, unwise nation?!" (32:6). Targum Onkelos, in trans-

lating this verse, explains that Moshe here alludes to Matan Torah. 

How, Moshe asks, could Beneh Yisrael betray Hashem, after He 

brought them to Mount Sinai and gave them the Torah? 

 

We must wonder, why did Targum Onkelos mention the event of 

Matan Torah in this context? What is the particular relevance of Matan 

Torah to Moshe’s rhetorical question about Beneh Yisrael’s disobedi-

ence? The answer, surprisingly, has to do with the unique importance 

of Shabbat. The Gemara teaches that if a person observes Shabbat, 

then even if he had worshipped idols, his sins are forgiven. The Taz 

(Rav David Segal, 1586-1667) interprets this to mean that even if a 

sinner repented for his wrongdoing, he does not achieve atonement 

until he observes Shabbat. There is something special about Shabbat 

observance that is necessary for earning atonement. 

The commentators explain this concept based on the Zohar’s remark 

that a Jew becomes purified by gathering together with his fellow Jews. 

When a large number of Jews assemble, this has a special "purifying" 

effect upon their souls. This can be understood by way of an analogy 

to a magnet. A small magnet will not be drawn to another magnet 

unless it is very close. However, if a magnet is very large, then the 

magnetic pull is much stronger, and the magnet is attracted to anoth-

er magnet even from a distance. Similarly, the Jewish soul has a por-

tion in the heavens and a portion here on earth. When a person sins, 

he disconnects his heavenly soul from his earthly soul. Given the vast 

distance between heaven and earth, it is not easy to reconnect one’s 

earthly soul to his soul in the heavens. This can be accomplished only 

when we join together in prayer and learning. Such an assembly cre-

ates a strong spiritual force, like the force of a large magnet, which 

allows us to reconnect to our heavenly souls, thereby fully repairing 

the damage we caused as a result of our sins. 

 

This is why the Shabbat experience is such a vital part of Teshuba. 

During the week, we are preoccupied with our careers and businesses 

and have little time for assembling in the synagogue. Shabbat is the 

day when we have more time for meaningful prayer and study, and 

this is, indeed, one of the most important purposes of Shabbat. This is 

when we come together to be "purified," to reconnect with our pure, 

heavenly souls, and for this reason, Shabbat is critical for earning com-

plete atonement and forgiveness. 

With this background, we can return to our verse in Parashat Haazinu. 

Moshe asks, "Ha’l’Hashem Tigmelu Zot," which can be read to mean, 

"Are you giving G-d only ‘Zot’?" The word "Zot" in Gematria equals 408 

– the sum of the Gematria of the three words, "Som" (fasting), "Kol" 

(the sound of prayer) and "Mammon" (money given to charity). These 

are the three familiar components of repentance, and each of these 

words in Gematria equals 136, for a total of 408. Moshe Rabbenu here 

is teaching us that these three are all necessary, but insufficient. We 

cannot earn forgiveness only through fasting, prayer and charity. We 

also need to properly experience Shabbat by joining together with our 

fellow Jews in the synagogue. This is why Targum Onkelos mentions 

the event of Matan Torah in this context. G-d was going to give the 

Torah on Friday, but Moshe added a day of preparation so that the 

Torah would be given specifically on Shabbat. He wanted to establish 

the precedent of Jews assembling to study Torah on Shabbat – just as 

our ancestors assembled at Mount Sinai on Shabbat to receive the 

Torah. Coming together with our fellow Jews is an indispensable part 

of our Teshuba process – in addition to fasting, prayer and charity. 

 

We must never underestimate the importance of joining together with 

other Jews for prayer and study, particularly on Shabbat, the day espe-

cially designated for this purpose. Let us come together, learn from 

one another, help one another, and experience the beauty of Torah 

and Tefila together, so we can all grow together and reach the great 

spiritual heights that can be reached only as a large, unified group. 

  



 

   

   


