ã"ñá

President
Meyer Keslassy

Vice President
Jean-Claude Abtan

שבת שלום

Shabbat Shalom

ברוכים הבאים
Welcome to our Synagogue

Rabbi Emeritus
Haham Amram Assayag

Rabbi
Rabbi David Kadoch

Shaliach Tzibur

Parashat Shofteim פרשת שופטים

Marc Kadoch

Parnas

Shabbat September 7th, 2019,  ז' אלול תשע"ט/ 7 Elul 5779
Perasha Page 1024, Haftara 1199 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
äçðî Minha
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

7:10 p.m.
7:26 p.m.

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin

5:50 a.m.

úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)

8:30 a.m
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Rabbi’s Shiur - Mesilat Yesharim
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Ereb Shabbat, Friday September 13th, 2019
Minha 7:00 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:13 p.m.)

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim

7:00 p.m. úéøçù
8:27 p.m.

Avi Azuelos

6:10 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

6:10 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
7:20 p.m.
7:50 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 6:48 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:26 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 7:43 pm

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy and Limor Keslassy on the Bar Misva of their son Jonah Gabriel
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Max and Mercedes Keslassy
Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Sacha Yael Medina on the birth of a baby girl in Potomac,
Maryland.
Proud Grandparents: Mr. Yaacov Medina, Mrs. Addie Mines, & Mrs. Irina Kopilenko

Kiddush
Kiddush this week is sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy and Limor Keslassy in honour of the Bar Misva
of their son, Jonah Gabriel, in the banquet hall. Everyone is welcome

Seuda Shelishit
Mr. & Mrs. Shabtai and Michelle Nacson in memory of his father, David Menahem Nacson ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Elie and Ruth Revivo in memory of his father, David Revivo ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. David and Estrella Bensimon in memory of her mother, Mary Benchimol ì"æ

Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Charles Toledano ì"æ, David Revivo ì"æ 7 Elul / Saturday September 7
Jacob Benmergui ì"æ, Miriam Hochman ì"æ, Sol Serfaty-DeCohen ì"æ , Mary Benchimol ì"æ 8 Elul / Sunday September 8
Mercedes Serruya ì"æ, 9 Elul / Monday September 9
Nissim Mamane ì"æ, 10 Elul / Tuesday September 10
Esther Azoulay ì"æ, 12 Elul / Thursday September 12
Simha Toledano ì"æ, David Menahem Nacson ì"æ13 Elul / Friday September 13

Nahalot for the following week
Adell Totah ì"æ,15 Elul / Sunday September 15
Armand Sabbah ì"æ, Clara Edery ì"æ 16 Elul / Monday September 16
Joseph Afriat ì"æ, Juda Lalou ì"æ, 19 Elul / Thursday September 19

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
High Holidays Tickets
High Holiday Tickets are now available for pickup. Accounts
must be fully paid to receive tickets and, for security reasons,
no one will be admitted for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
services without numbered tickets checked at the door.

Selihot
Selihot will begin 45 minutes before each respective minyan.

Hatanim
If you are interested in being a Hatan for Simhat Torah please
contact our Parnas Avi Azuelos. Available Hatanim are:
- Hatan Mesayem (Vezot Haberacha)
- Hatan Mathil (Bereshit)
- Hatan UlAsher Amar (RESERVED)
- Hatan Maftir

Mikve Update
Baruch HaShem, after some good rain this week, the mike is
now filled with water and will be open for service starting this
Sunday night, b”h. A last reminder that the Mikve has been designated for Ladies use only. Under no circumstances may men
use the Mikve. Thank you for your understanding.

Save this Date
Please join us this Sunday September 8th, 2019 for a Sefer
Torah Dedication in memory of Jack Buzaglo ì"æ.
Torah procession will start at Kol Torah Sephardic Congregation
at 11 a.m. All proceeds from the dedications will go towards
helping needy families through Ezrat Achim.

Upcoming Dinner
In memory of Jack Buzaglo ì"æ, date to be announced.

Special Lecture by Rabbi Yoel Gold

Join us on Sunday September 15th for a lecture by Rabbi Yoel
Gold, world renowned inspirational lecturer. Registration begins
at 7:30 p.m. with the lecture beginning at 8 p.m. $18 per perThe SKC will be using the services of VALGAURD Security on a
trial basis, as of this Shabbat. Valgaurd is well known in the Jew- son or $20 at the door. Men and Woman are welcome.
For more information please see back flyer.
ish community for their services and we look forward working
with them.

Security Update

Hazak U’Baruch

Please note that the times of Minha and Arbit now reflect the
times based on sunset. Minha this week will be at 7:20 p.m.

Hazak U’Baruch to everyone who made the effort to attend the
Selihot services this week. Attendance was superb in all THREE
minyanim.

Seuda Shelishit

Community Selihot Service

Regular Minha Schedule

Come check out our new menu of delicious food and salads
during Seuda Shelishit. For any recommendations
please email social@kehilacentre.com or call 905-669-7456 Ext.
200.

The yearly community selihot service will take place on Sunday
morning (Saturday Night) October 6th at 12:30am. Special guest
speaker TBA.

New and exciting Torah classes @ SKC
Daily - Halacha - between Minha and Arbit.
Sundays 9:00 a.m - Navi with Rabbi Kadoch, Lower Level Synagogue, men, Coffee will be served.
Tuesdays Night Live 8:00 p.m with Tomer Malca in the Medrash
Wednesdays 8:00 p.m (beginning in September) - Ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch, Location TBA
Thursdays 9:00 p.m - Ohr HaHayim on the weekly Parasha with Rabbi Kadoch, Medrash, men
Shabbat - Mesilat Yesharim Mussar with Rabbi Kadoch - 45 minutes before Tehilim, men and women.

Ladies Shiur
The ever popular ladies shiur with Rabbi Kadoch resumes this Wednesday at 8pm in the Lower Level classroom located near the
Mikve Kelim. Weekly topics will include Divre Torah from the Parasha and Hilchot Shabbat. Women of all ages welcome. Light refreshments will be served.

Ladies Tehilim Group
Women are invited to join the Tehilim group Tuesdays at 10:00a.m. and every Shabbat at 6:00pm Lower Level Restaurant.

Humash and Hamin - Thursday Nights
Come enjoy some delicious Hamin as we study the Parasha with the commentary of the Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh. Thursdays at
9pm in the upstairs Medrash.

Mesilat Yesharim, Rabbi Kadoch Shiur continues this week
The weekly summer Shabbat class resumes this Shabbat @5.45 p.m. Rabbi Kadoch will continues the classic Jewish book of study,
Mesilat Yesharim.

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at
(905) 669-7654.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

Parashat Shofteim 5779

Parashat Elul is Now

This week’s Parasha contains the mitzvah that a King must write
a Sefer Torah and learn it all his days. והיתה עמו כל ימי חייו למען ילמד
.ליראה את ה׳ אלהיו לשמר את כל דברי התורה הזאת ואת החקים האלה לעשותם
״And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of
his life; that he may learn to fear Hashem his G-d, to keep all the
words of this Torah and these statutes, to do them.”

Kabbalistic sources teach that the divine Name of "Havaya,"
which is normally spelled "Yod," "Heh," "Vav" and "Heh," can be
configured in twelve different ways, by rearranging the four letters. Each configuration corresponds to one of the twelve
months of the Hebrew calendar, and is also alluded to in a verse
in the Tanach. It emerges, then, that each month is associated
with a certain verse, and by understanding the connection between a month and its corresponding verse, we can gain greater
insight into the central theme and essential nature of that
month.
The configuration associated with the month of Elul, we are
taught, is "Heh," "Heh," "Vav" and "Yod." This spelling is alluded
to in a verse in Sefer Debarim (6:25), "U’sdaka Tiheye Lanu Ki
Nishmor La’asot Et Kol Ha’misva Ha’zot" – "It will be beneficial
for us when we ensure to perform all this law." The final letters
of the first four words of this verse – "U’sdaka Tiheye Lanu Ki" –
are "Heh," "Heh," "Vav" and "Yod," thus alluding to the configuration associated with the month of Elul. It behooves us, then, to
understand the connection between this verse and Elul.
The Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in his
work Od Yosef Hai, explains that the answer to this question is
found in the final words of this verse – "Lifneh Hashem
Elokenu," which literally means, "before Hashem our G-d." On a
deeper level, the Ben Ish Hai writes, this refers to the period of
Elul, which comes "before Hashem our G-d" – in the weeks preceding the day of Rosh Hashanah, when we crown the Almighty
as our King. This is the critical time for us when we have the
opportunity to repent and thereby earn a favorable judgment on
Rosh Hashanah. The Ben Ish Hai notes that the word "Lanu" in
this verse has the same numerical value (86) as the divine Name
"Elokim," which is associated with G-d’s attribute of harsh judgment. The phrase "U’sdaka Tiheye Lanu" thus can be read to
mean that we are able to transform the "Lanu" – the harsh judgment – into "Sedaka," kindness and generosity. We do this when
we ensure to observe "Ha’misva Ha’zot" (literally, "this law") before Rosh Hashanah. The word "Zot," the Ben Ish Hai writes, has
the numerical value of 408, which is the combined numerical
value of the words, "Som" (fasting), "Mammon" (money) and
"Kol" (voice). These are the terms used by the Kabbalists to refer
to the three areas on which we need to focus in order to earn a
favorable judgment – repentance (fasting), charity (money), and
prayer (voice). If we ensure to begin this three-pronged process
"Lifneh Hashem Elokenu," in the weeks before Rosh Hashanah,
then we can transform G-d’s attribute of harsh justice into mercy, compassion and kindness.
Let us, then, not wait until Rosh Hashanah. It is only the
"latecomers" who begin their process of introspection and repentance on Rosh Hashanah. We need to start now, with the
onset of the month of Elul, by attending the Selihot prayers each
morning, increasing our charitable donations, and looking into
ourselves to identify where we need to improve. By starting this
process already now, we can help ensure that we will earn G-d’s
grace and kindness, and will be worthy of a Ketiba Va’hatima
Tova, and a year filled with happiness, health and prosperity,
Amen.

The Talmud Yerushalmi learns from this Mitzva the following
Kal Vahomer: Since it is logical to say that if to the king, who is
involved with the needs of Kelal Yisrael, the Torah instructs that
‘he shall read in it all the days of his life’, certainly any average
person should be even more obligated to study the Torah every
day. – Talmud Yerushalmi 2:6
The Rebbe, R' Elimelech of Lizhensk once said that every Jew
could claim his share in the World to Come if only he answered
the questions put to him by the Heavenly Court properly.
When his disciples asked him to explain, he said: “When they
ask me: “Elimelech, did you study as much as you should have?”,
I will reply: “No.”
“Elimelech, did you pray as fervently as you could have?” Again
the answer will be “No.”
“Did you serve Hashem as well as you could have?” Once again, I
shall answer “No”. However, they will then be forced to admit
me to Gan Eden, because I will have been honest enough to see
my failures and to tell the truth!”
From this episode we can see the truth of the R' Elimelechs' service and devotion to Hashem. Similarly, we find a saying from
his brother, R' Zusha of Anipoli, who said when he comes to
Shamayim they will not ask of him why he was not as great as
earlier generations, but they will ask him whether he was Reb
Zusha! After the passing of his Rabbi, the Hafetz Haim, R' Elhanan Wasserman HY"D, inherited the mantle of being Daat Torah
for his generation. He would defend Torah against attack from
the outside and mercilessly fought those seeking to destroy it
from within. To this effort R' Elhanan felt the need to keep up
with the goings on in the world and would read the newspaper
daily. It was placed on his lectern and each morning he would
spend three minutes going through it and digesting it with his
incisive mind. When asked why he would read the newspaper on
his lectern out of all places, he said, "if I must read the paper
then it is because it is a mitzva and I can read in right here on
my Shtender. if there is an issue with reading the paper then I
cannot even do it behind closed doors.”
While we are certainly permitted to keep up with what’s going
on in the world, we should be honest with ourselves as to how
we are allocating our time in our day. R’ Elimelech, the great
tzadik, was honest when he said he could have done more. R’
Elhanan was honest when he said, I’m reading the paper for a
Mitzva to defend the Torah. We must be honest with ourselves
and ask: How much time of our day are we really devoting towards HaKadosh Baruch Hu? It’s during this auspicious month
that we should put in extra effort to show Him that our true priority is Torah and Tefila. If the king of the nation found the time
to engage in its study, then certainly we are not exempt from it
as well

