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Shabbat March 30th 2019,  כג' אדר ב תשע"ט/ 23rd Adar II 5779
Parasha Page 588, Haftara Parah 1216 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
äçðî Minha
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

6:05
6:25
7:00
7:22
6:05
8:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
a.m

6:25 p.m.
6:55 p.m.

8:26 p.m.

Erev Shabbat, Friday April 6th, 2019
Minha 6:10 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:31p.m.)

Parnas
Avi Azuelos

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

6:20 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

6:20 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:03 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:37 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 7:42 pm

Kiddush
Please join us for Kiddush after Shaharit services.
Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery and Rinati Himelfarb in loving memory of his father Avraham Himelfarb ì"æ
Mr. and Mrs. Moses and Gladys Benedid in loving memory of his father Avraham Benedid ì"æ
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan and Betty Lalou in loving memory of her mother Esther Maryvonne ì"æ
Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Esther Maryvonne ì"æ 23 Adar 2/ Saturday March 30th
Abraham Benedid ì"æ 25 Adar 2/ Monday April 1st
Salomon Bitton ì"æ 25 Adar 2/ Monday April 1st
Haim Keslassy ì"æ 26 Adar 2/ Tuesday April 2th
Jacob Keslassy ì"æ 27 Adar 2/ Wednesday April 3th
Avraham Himelfarb ì"æ 27 Adar 2/ Wednesday April 3th

Nahalot for the following week
Abraham Azuelos ì"æ 1 Nissan / Saturday April 6th
Menahem Benadiba ì"æ 3 Nissan / Monday April 8th
Molly Citron ì"æ 4 Nissan / Tuesday April 9th
Mercedes Bensimhon ì"æ 5 Nissan / Wednesday April 10th
Esther Cohen ì"æ 5 Nissan / Wednesday April 10th
Rahel Esseis ì"æ 6 Nissan / Thursday April 11th
Marie Elmaleh ì"æ 6 Nissan / Thursday April 11th
Hananiah Cohen ì"æ 6 Nissan / Thursday April 11th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Early Shabbat Summer Schedule
As a reminder our summer schedule is now in effect. Minha will start at 6:05 pm followed by Shir HaShirim.
Save the Date!
Pre-Pesah Shabbaton - April 13th and 14th
A Project by the JDOHSS Mom’s Association
Beautifully designed Sephardic Family Haggada Only $5 each, Hebrew and English available in the office.
Bnei Akiva’s
SHA-SHA-SHABBAT SHALOM SKC!!! Bnei Akiva’s Kehila Snif is back and is excited to announce an amazing planned Snif for this
week! This weeks theme is a surprise! Come to Snif to find out what’s going on and for a chance to collect tickets for a raffle happening at the last snif! This weeks Snif is at 5:50PM!
Please try to grab out Akivaton for an amazing Dvar Torah and Question for the Chanichim to answer.
Maot Hitim Benefit
Please join us for a night of entertainment with Bingo, Wine Tasting, and Poker. Saturday night March 30th, 2019 at 9 PM at
Petah Tikva Congregation, 20 Danby Ave. All proceeds go to Maot Hitim.
To donate or to sign up contact the Petah Tikva office.
About 30 years ago a not for profit organization was founded in order to feed the needy Jewish families in Toronto called Maot
Hitim. Today, Maot Hitim provides food and financial help to over 200 families during Passover and other Holidays. They also help
many families during the year with emergency funds for various unexpected situations. All the recipients are always treated with
dignity and the program is administered in a very discreet manner to avoid embarrassment. There are absolutely no overheads.
100% of every donated dollar goes toward the recipients.
Kehila Centre Summer Employment for Students
The Kehila Centre has an exciting opportunity for students looking for summer employment to assist us. If you are interested ,
please submit your resume to joseph.mamane@kehilacentre.com.
Cemetery Plots
The SKC is pleased to announce the availability of Pardes Shalom cemetery plots to our members. In order to accommodate
the limited availability of these plots, we ask all interested members to contact either Sol Benchetrit at solbench@hotmail.com OR
Dr. Adam Ohayon at adamohayon@gmail.com.

Torah Learning Opportunities at the SKC
Sundays - Gemara Masechet Megila with Rabbi Kadoch - 7:15am-8am, Iraqi synagogue, coffee.
Mondays - Limud Torah with Rabbi Natan Dabush, 8PM, Medrash, men only
Tuesdays - Tuesday Night Live on the Parasha with Tomer Malca, 8PM, Medrash, beer and wings, men only
Wednesdays - Limud Torah with the Toronto Sephardic Kollel, 815PM, Medrash, refreshments, men only
Wednesdays - Mishmar with Yossi Azulay, 7PM, Iraqi synagogue/gymnasium, pizza and drinks, middle school boys
Thursdays - Advanced Gemara with Shimon Benmergui, 7:15pm, Iraqi synagogue, refreshments, High School/University boys
Shabbat - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi David Kadoch, 815am-845am, Downstairs classroom, coffee and hot
chocolate, men only
Motsae Shabbat - Avot U'Banim, 645pm-745pm, Medrash, pizza and snacks, fathers and sons
Rosh Hodesh - Various Topics with Rabbi David Kadoch, 8PM, Lower Level Restaurant, refreshments, ladies only
Shiurim Online: If you wish to access any of the Torah classes given during the week by Rabbi Kadoch, Tomer Malca or Rabbi Dabush, you can
listen to them at anytime by accessing them on our website: bit.ly/skctorah

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at
(905) 669-7654.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

Parashat Shemini 5779 – The Chosen One

)ז:״ויאמר משה אל אהרן קרב אל המזבח״ (ט
“And Moshe said to Aharon, approach the Altar.” (9:7)
Rashi, quoting a medrash in Tosefta, says that Aharon HaKohen
was embarrassed and feared approaching the mizbeah. Moshe
told him “Why are you embarrassed? For this reason, you were
chosen.” I read an interesting explanation on this medrash by
Rabbi Chaim Kohen Rapaport in the name of his father.

Masechet Megilla comments that the word “Va’yehi” is an expression of “Sa’ar” (“anguish”), and is used as an indication of
tragedy or distress. In this context, the Gemara comments, the
word “Va’yehi” foreshadows the great tragedy that befell Beneh
Yisrael on this day, as Nadab and Abihu – Aharon’s two older
sons – were killed by a heavenly fire after they brought an unwarranted offering. Although this day began as a very joyous
and festive occasion, the Torah uses the word “Va’yehi” in reference to this day because of the tragedy that struck the nation.

The Or Ha’hayim (Rav Haim Ben-Attar, 1696-1743) offers another reason why the word “Va’yehi” – an expression of anguish – is
used in this context. The Midrash teaches that Moshe Rabbenu
was to have served as the Kohen Gadol. As the greatest human
being who ever lived, Moshe was certainly capable of serving all
When God revealed Himself to Moshe by the burning bush, the
pasuk relates that Moshe “turned his face.” The medrash, disap- the different roles – prophet, teacher, leader, guide and Kohen
proving of Moshe’s reaction, claims that if Moshe wouldn’t have Gadol. However, this privilege was taken away from him as a
turned his face, God would have revealed to him so much more punishment for his initial refusal to approach Pharaoh and demand that he free Beneh Yisrael. When G-d first appeared to
(namely, what’s above and below the world). In addition, the
pasuk states that Hashem got angry with Moshe and as a result Moshe at the burning bush and instructed him to lead Beneh
he took away the priesthood from Moshe and gave it to Aharon. Yisrael to freedom, Moshe initially refused, and so he was punished by being denied the privilege of serving as Kohen Gadol.
That’s why God, when speaking to Moshe, refers to Aharon as
Thus, Or Ha’hayim writes, the Torah uses the word “Va’yehi” in
“your brother, the Levi.” Once referring him as “your brother”
why was it necessary to call him “the Levi?” Rashi explains there reference to the day when Aharon began serving as Kohen Gadthat God was sending Moshe a harsh message. “Really, you were ol. This was a day of great pain and anguish for Moshe Rabbenu, who understood the great importance and precious value
worthy of being the Kohen and he (Aharon) the Levi, but now
that you turned your face from Me, you’re going to be the Levi, of the service in the Mishkan and desperately wanted to serve as
the nation’s Kohen Gadol, but needed to instead send his brothand he the Kohen.
er to assume this lofty position. And thus the word “Va’yehi”
expresses Moshe’s distress as he relinquished the exalted posiWe see that because Moshe was embarrassed, turned his face
and refused to be God’s messenger in leading His people out of tion of Kohen Gadol to his brother.
Egypt, the priesthood was removed from him and given to
We can gain further insight into the significance of this verse –
Aharon. So now that Moshe sees his own brother embarrassed
and the greatness of Moshe Rabbenu – by noting the other time
and fearful in approaching the altar, he asks: “Why are you emin the Humash when we find the phrase “Ba’yom Ha’shemini” –
barrassed? This is why you were chosen!” As if to say, “only because of my embarrassment years back was the priesthood tak- “on the eighth day.”
en from me and given to you. If you shy away from it now, it
In next week’s Parasha, Parashat Tazria, the Torah mentions the
may get taken from you as well! Approach the mizbeah and
obligation to circumcise one’s son on the boy’s eighth day of
begin the service.”
life: “U’ba’yom Ha’shemini Yimol Besar Orlato” – “and on the
One can also ask on Rashi’s initial explanation that Aharon had eighth day, the flesh of his foreskin shall be removed” (12:3).
two reasons to not approach the altar: shyness and fear. Howev- The commentators interpret the phrase “Ba’yom Ha’shemini” to
mean that a Berit Mila should ideally be performed early in the
er, when Moshe is convincing him to approach, he only asks
morning on the eighth day, and not delayed until later in the
him why he is embarrassed to move forward, making no menday. If so, then the term “Ba’yom Ha’shemini” here in the begintion of “fear.” Why is this the case?
ning of Parashat Shemini should be understood the same way –
as indicating that it was early in the morning on this day that
The Gemara in Berachot 12b states that any person who comMoshe summoned Aharon and his sons and had them offer sacmits a sin and is embarrassed from it, all of his sins are forgivrifices for the first time. As difficult as this process was for
en. Embarrassment and remorse are what cleanses the stain of
Moshe Rabbenu, he did not delay it one moment longer than
sin and leads a person back to teshuva. Moshe was telling
Aharon as follows: “From the fact that you are embarrassed, the necessary. At the crack of dawn on the eighth day, Moshe assin of the Golden Calf has now been forgiven. You have no rea- sembled the people and had the newly-appointed Kohanim
begin to serve. Moshe was so selflessly committed to serving
son to fear anymore to approach the mizbeah. This is why you
Hashem, to fulfilling his role without concern for his own feelwere chosen, because you took that first step of Teshuva. Now
that you are cleansed from sin, you may now begin the process ings and interests, that he rushed to have Aharon serve in his
place.
of being the means to cleansing others from their sins; by perWhen it comes to performing Misvot, we must put our own informing God’s holy service on the mizbeah.
terests and wishes to the side, and do what we are required to
Parashat Shemini- Sacrificing for Misvot
do. Moshe’s inspiring example teaches us that sometimes we
need to make difficult sacrifices for the sake of fulfilling
Hashem’s will, and we must be prepared to make these sacrifices. Even when fulfilling a Misva is challenging, we must embrace
the challenge, as Moshe did, and devote ourselves selflessly to
Parashat Shemini tells of the events that took place “on the
the faithful service of Hashem.
eighth day” – meaning, the day after the seven-day Miluim process during which Aharon and his sons were prepared to serve
as Kohanim. On this eighth day, Aharon and his sons served as
Kohanim in the Mishkan for the first time.
The Torah introduces this section with the words “Va’yehi
Ba’yom Ha’shemini” (“It was on the eighth day”). The Gemara in

