
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 4:30 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 4:45 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 5:00 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:43 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:45 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 4:15 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:49 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday January 18th , 2019 

Minha 4:55 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:52 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha (Ashre) 4:45 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 5:20 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:50 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:32 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 5:02 pm

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch Perashat Bo   פרשת בא

Shabbat January 12th, 2019, 6 / ו' שבט תשע"ט Shvat 5779 

Perasha Page 340, Haftara 1151 in Artscroll

Mazal Tov 
To Mr. & Mrs. Amram and Batsheva Benquesus on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jaden  

Proud Grandparents:  Mr. & Mrs. Jacques and Biba Benquesus and Mr. & Mrs. Zale and Rochel Newman. 

Proud Great Grandparents: Mr. & Mrs. Amram and Alegria Benmaman 

Kiddush
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Amram and Batsheva Benquesus in honour of the 

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jaden. Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Marc and Judith Kadoch in loving memory of her father Mr. Menasse Benzaquen ì"æ
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel  and Yael Amar in loving memory of his father Mr. Joseph Amar ì"æ
and her Mr. Simon Serfaty ì"æ.
Mr. & Mrs. Sam and Elvy Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Max and Mercedes Keslassy, Mr. & Mrs. David and Nancy 
Cohen in loving memory of their father Mr. Isaac Cohen ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome. 

Nahalot 
Simcha Soudry ì"æ  7 Shevat/ Sunday January 13th

Isaac Cohen ì"æ, Menasse Benzaquen ì"æ  9 Shevat/ Tuesday January 15th

Joseph Amar ì"æ, Simon Serfaty ì"æ  10 Shevat/ Wednesday January 16th

Ayouch Azoulay ì"æ, Yaakob Cohen ì"æ  11 Shevat/ Thursday January 17th

Nissim Dadoun ì"æ  12 Shevat/ Friday January 18th

Nahalot for the following week 

Messod Bentolila ì"æ  13 Shevat/ Shabat January 19th

Yitzhak Danieli ì"æ  14 Shevat/ Sunday January 20th

Farhad Amirian ì"æ  19 Shevat/ Friday January 25th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3  

Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 



Torah Learning Opportunities at the SKC 
Sundays - Gemara Masechet Megila with Rabbi Kadoch - 7:15am-8am, Iraqi synagogue, coffee.  

Mondays - Limud Torah with Rabbi Natan Dabush, 8PM, Medrash, men only (coming soon) 

Tuesdays - Tuesday Night Live on the Parasha with Tomer Malca, 8PM, Medrash, beer and wings, men only 

Wednesdays - Limud Torah with the Toronto Sephardic Kollel, 815PM, Medrash, refreshments, men only 

Wednesdays - Mishmar with Yossi Azulay, 7PM, Iraqi synagogue/gymnasium, pizza and drinks, middle school boys 

Thursdays - Shoot for the Stars with Rabbi David Kadoch, 9PM, Medrash, beer and wings and/or refreshments, men and women. 

Shabbat - Noam Elimelech on the Parasha with Rabbi David Kadoch, 815am-845am, Downstairs classroom, coffee and hot 

chocolate, men only 

Motsae Shabbat - Avot U'Banim, 645pm-745pm, Medrash, pizza and snacks, fathers and sons 

Rosh Hodesh - Various Topics with Rabbi David Kadoch, 8PM, Medrash, refreshments, ladies only  

Synagogue News 
Condolences 

We regret to announce the untimely passing of Mr. Jack Buzaglo z”l, beloved son and brother of our dear friends Mr. and Mrs. 

Salomon & Esther Buzaglo.  Our heartfelt condolences go to the entire family on their loss.  May his Neshama rest eternally in 

Gan Eden. 

Avot U’Banim 

Father and son learning program continues this week, Motsae Shabbat January 12th at 6:45 P.M. Pizza and prizes. 

To sponsor a program, contact Rabbi David Kadoch - Cost for sponsorship $200. 

Mikve 

We would like to inform our members that the Mikve will continue to be closed for  renovations and will advise of the opening in 

due course. Our sincerest appreciation is extended to our President Meyer Keslassy and his children,  for their benevolent gesture 

in covering the cost of the renovations undertaken, in loving memory of Perla Keslassy  Z” L.   

Avotenu Mahzorim 

Abir Yaakob has recently ordered 100 sets of machzorim for Rosh Hashana , Yom Kippur, Sukkot,  Pesach and Shabuot.  

So far 40 sets have been sponsored by various families.  Each set can be dedicated in memory of loved ones for $125. Please 

email joseph.mamane@kehilacentre.com or call the office at 905-669-7654 to sponsor.  The mahzorim are from the Avotenou 

series of Moroccan Siddurim.

Oneg Shabbat - Friday, January 18th, 2019
The Kahal Kadosh is invited to an Oneg Shabbat commemorating Shabbat Shira at the home of Rabbi and Mrs. David and Joyce 

Kadoch on Friday January 18th at 8pm. Enjoy some singing and Divre Tora in honour of one of the most special shabbatot of the 

year.  The address is 138 Colvin Crescent, Thornhill, Ontario, L4J 2R7.  

Food, drinks, candy and HAMIN!  Don't miss it! 

Coffee & Hot Chocolate 

Feeling cold after the long walk to shul? Come enjoy a nice cup of coffee or hot chocolate located in the classroom on the lower 

level (opposite side of the restaurant). Recharge yourself for Shaharit! 

Extra Tefilin 

If anyone has a spare set of Tefilin at home that can be brought to synagogue so that out of town guests or those that forgot 

their pair can use it, please speak to Rabbi Kadoch or a member of the Religious Committee.  

New Shiur - Shabbat Mornings - Noam Elimelech on the Torah 

Come join Rabbi Kadoch for a new and exciting shiur on the Parashat HaShavua studying the book Noam Elimelech written by 

R' Elimelech of Lezhensk. It's a classical commentary guaranteed to stimulate your soul. 

Coffee and hot chocolate available for your enjoyment. When: Shabbat mornings 8:15-8:45. Where: Downstairs classroom 

(opposite the restaurant). See you there! 

Special Shiur this Monday Night - "The Shabbat Table" (8PM Medrash)  

Come join Rabbi Kadoch for an eye-opening and informative class discussing the importance of the Shabbat Table. The shiur and 

refreshments has been sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Marc and Judy Kadoch in memory of her father,  

Mr. Menasse Benzaquen z"l, first year nahala.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.  

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at 

(905) 669-7654.

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. 

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



Shabat Bo 

 

Hashem tells Moshe to go back to Par’oh, because He has hardened his 

heart in order to set up His signs in order that the Jews may relate the 

miracle that G-d created in Egypt to their sons. Moshe and Aharon came 

to Par’oh to tell him that if he still refuses to let the people go, Hashem 

will send locusts that will cover the entire land. Par’oh’s servants beg 

him to let the Jews go and worship their G-d, does he not realize that 

Egypt is destroyed? Par’oh then calls Moshe and asks him who would 

leave, Moshe lets him know that everyone will go from the young to the 

aged, men and women even their flocks. Par’oh tells them that only the 

men may go and drives them out from his presence. After the plague 

number 9 Hoshech – Darkness – Par’oh calls on Moshe again, and this 

time, he promises to send everyone away except the flocks, if he takes 

away the darkness. Moshe informs him that when they leave Egypt, 

Par’oh himself will give them flocks. Moshe forewarns Par’oh that at 

midnight Hashem will go out in the midst of Egypt and will kill all the 

firstborn of the Egyptians families, including those of the animals. Then, 

will all his servants come down to him, will throw themselves down at 

his feet and will beg him to go out with the people. 

As Hashem had forewarned Par’oh, He passed through Egypt killing all 

firstborn, on that night. Par’oh runs out looking for Moshe and Aharon 

and they go out from the midst of his people, with their children and 

flocks and asks them to bless him before he goes. All the Egyptians 

went out to rush the Children of Israel to leave the country, for they 

thought they would all die. The Jews found grace in the eyes of the 

Egyptians who gave them all they requested.  The Jews numbered about 

six hundred thousand, besides women and children, when they left 

Mitzrayim after galut of 430 years. Hashem teaches Moshe all the laws 

concerning the sacrifices for Pesah, to transmit to the nation. The Chil-

dren Israel shall celebrate the Pesah when coming into the Promised 

Land and will relate the miracles of Hashem to their children, having the 

Mitzva of Tefilin as a sign on the arm and on the frontlets between their 

eyes.  

Hashem speaks to Moshe and tells him sanctify all firstborns of the 

Jews, man as well as animal. A firstborn being male will be put aside for 

Hashem and these will be redeemed of the natural sanctify that is born 

with them.  

Bo 5779 – A Night of Protection 
 )יב:מב( ״ליל שימורים הוא לה׳ להוציאם מארץ מצרים״

“That was for Hashem a night of protection to bring them out of the land of Egypt” 
(12:42) 

                  The night of Pesah has always been considered a night of 

extreme protection. We are told that nothing can affect us that night; 

neither the harmful spirits that float the Earth or the demons that wake 

during the night hours. It is for that reason that Shulhan Aruch codifies 

in Halacha that the custom is to open the door on the night of Pesah, 

when the fourth cup is poured, to show that it is, indeed, a night of pro-

tection. 

                  The Bet HaLevi, Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveichik, asks a question 

on this custom. It would make more sense to commemorate this custom 

at the beginning of the seder, when we say in the Ha Lahma paragraph, 

“whoever is hungry come” and not at the end of the seder after we re-

cite Birkat HaMazon. At the start of the holy night, we should swing the 

door wide open and declare “tonight we under God’s watch.” In fact, the 

custom of many Sepharadim is to recite the verse of “Lel Shimurim” at 

the onset of kiddush. So why do we wait until the end of the seder to 

open the door? 

                  He answers the question by bringing a discussion 

in Masechet Pesahim 109b. The Mishna at the beginning of the tenth 

chapter states that a poor person “must not be provided with less than 

four cups of wine.” The Gemara asks: “How could the Sages establish a 

matter through which one will come to expose himself to danger? It was 

taught in a beraita that a person should not eat pairs (an even number 

of food items), drink pairs of cups etc… The concern was that one who 

uses pairs exposes himself to sorcery or demons. Why would the Sages 

require one to drink an even number of cups and thereby place himself 

in a position of danger? The Gemara answers in the name of Rabbi 

Nahman, because the night of Pesah is labelled Lel Shimurim – A Night 

of Protection – it indicates that it is a night that remains guarded from 

demons and harmful spirits of all kinds. Therefore, there is no cause for 

concern about this form of danger on this particular night. 

                  This answer only applies once we pour the fourth cup, be-

cause it’s only then when we would normally be concerned about 

“drinking pairs.” Therefore, it is at that moment where we open the 

door, exposing ourselves to the entire world because we know we are 

untouchable. 

Parashat Bo: Earning Redemption Through Empathy 

Parashat Bo tells of the Exodus from Egypt, the great moment when our 

ancestors left Egypt after 210 years of bondage and oppression. 

 

Many Rabbis addressed the question of why G-d brought Beneh Yisrael 

from Egypt after 210 years, despite his having decreed that they would 

suffer exile and bondage for 400 years. Back in the Book of Bereshit 

(15:13), G-d informed Abraham Abinu that his descendants would be 

oppressed by a foreign nation for 400 years. Why, then, were Beneh 

Yisrael taken out of Egypt after just 210 years? 

Among the more famous answers given to this question is one suggest-

ed by the Gaon of Vilna (1720-1797), who explained that the slave labor 

Beneh Yisrael performed was so grueling and intense, that their 210 

years of bondage was practically equivalent to 400 years of bondage. 

They left 190 years early because they experienced in 210 years the 

amount of suffering that would have taken 400 years under normal 

slave conditions. Others suggest that since Beneh Yisrael’s population 

grew so rapidly, the nation as a whole endured 400 years’ worth of slav-

ery and oppression in 210 years. 

 

However, there is also an additional answer to this question.  

When G-d first appeared to Moshe at the burning bush to announce that 

He would soon be bringing Beneh Yisrael from Egypt, He told Moshe 

that before the people leave, “each woman should request from her 

neighbor…silver and gold utensils, and clothing…” (Shemot 3:22). As G-

d wanted Beneh Yisrael to bring Egypt’s riches with them when they left 

the country, He instructed that the people should ask their Egyptian 

neighbors for their belongings in preparation for their departure. In 

Parashat Bo, however, when G-d spoke to Moshe just before bringing 

the final plague upon the Egyptians, He told Moshe to instruct Beneh 

Yisrael that “each person shall request from his fellow, and each woman 

from her friend, silver and gold utensils” (11:2). Whereas initially G-d 

spoke of the people requesting utensils from their neighbors, here, He 

speaks of the people requesting from their friends. How do we reconcile 

this contradiction? 

 

The answer might be that these were, in fact, two different commands, 

relevant to two different stages. First, Beneh Yisrael were to take the 

belongings of their Egyptian neighbors. As a result, those among the 

nation with wealthy Egyptian neighbors ended up with far more than 

those with neighbors who did not have wealth. This created a significant 

gap between different members of the nation, with some having become 

fabulously wealthy, and others having received very little. Therefore, as 

part of the preparations for the Exodus, G-d instructed the people to 

request utensils and clothing from their friends – meaning, their friends 

among Beneh Yisrael. The “have nots” were to ask the “haves” to share 

their wealth with them.  

 

Once this happened, and those who were blessed with great wealth 

shared it with the others, Beneh Yisrael were worthy of redemption. 

Beneh Yisrael earned their miraculous freedom through the great merit 

of empathy, of looking out for one another and caring for those who are 

less fortunate. 

 

In a similar vein, the Arugot Ha’bosem offers an explanation for why 

Beneh Yisrael left Egypt after 210 years, without having to complete the 

entire 400-year period that had been decreed. During the period of 

bondage, the people suffered not only because of their own pain, but 

also because of the pain of their fellow Jews. They empathized with one 

another’s plight, and thus their suffering was compounded, as they 

grieved and wept for their own misfortune as well as for the misfortune 

endured by others. Therefore, the 400 years of suffering was completed 

in just 210 years. 

 

When we empathize with our fellow Jew, when we feel the pain of those 

who are less privileged and do what we can to assist them, we become 

worthy of redemption, and of the grace and kindness that Hashem 

showed to our ancestors at the time of the Exodus. By extending our-

selves on behalf of those who need our help, we will hasten the arrival 

of our final redemption, may it come speedily and in our days, Amen. 

 

 

 



   

   




