
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    4:25 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      4:40 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    4:55 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    4:36 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m 

íéìäú  Tehilim      3:40 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      4:10 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    5:42 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday January 11th , 2019 

Minha 4:45 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:43 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha (Ashre) 4:50 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  5:15 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:52 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:31 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:55 pm 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Jean-Claude Abtan 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 Perashat Vaera   פרשת וארא 

Shabbat January 5th, 2019, 28 / כח' טבת תשע"ט Tevet 5779 

Perasha Page 318, Haftara 1149 in Artscroll 

Mazal Tov 
To Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Esther Ohana and Rabbi Raphael and Shoshana Hassan on the birth of a 

grandson to Daniel & Yocheved Ohana in Montreal.  

 Kiddush 
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join us for 

Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, 

we are always looking for sponsors. Everyone is welcome. 

 Seuda Shelishit 
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Isaac Bendelac in the loving memory of his mother Gimol Bendelac ì"æ 
Leon Elmaleh and Joe Elmaleh in the loving memory of their father Moses Elmaleh ì"æ 
Yves Nahmias in the loving father-in-law Jack Benaim ì"æ 
Simon Sabbah in the loving memory of his mother Rebecca Sabbah ì"æ. 
Everyone is welcome.  

Nahalot 
Luna Benchabo ì"æ, Moses Elmaleh ì"æ  29 Tevet/ Sunday January 6th 

Rebecca Sabbah ì"æ, Yaakob Zeitouni ì"æ  1 Shevat/ Monday January 7th 

Jack Benaim ì"æ  3 Shevat/ Wednesday January 9th 

Achi Biba Benmaman ì"æ  4 Shevat/ Thursday January 10th 

Gimol Bendelac ì"æ, Ethel Korman ì"æ, Abraham Yaakob Delmar ì"æ  5 Shevat/ Friday January 11th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Simcha Soudry ì"æ  7 Shevat/ Sunday January 13th 

Isaac Cohen ì"æ, Menasse Benzaquen ì"æ  9 Shevat/ Tuesday January 15th 

Joseph Amar ì"æ, Simon Serfaty ì"æ  10 Shevat/ Wednesday January 16th 

Ayouch Azoulay ì"æ, Yaakob Cohen ì"æ  11 Shevat/ Thursday January 17th 

Nissim Dadoun ì"æ  12 Shevat/ Friday January 18th 

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3  

Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

immediately following Arbit in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

8:00 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.  

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact  

Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Synagogue News 
Avot U’Banim 

Father and son learning program continues this week, Motsae Shabbat January 5th at 6:45 P.M. Pizza and prizes.  

To sponsor a program, contact Rabbi David Kadoch - Cost for sponsorship $200. 

Rosh Hodesh 

Rosh Hodesh Shevat will be on Monday January 7th.  

Mikve 

We would like to inform our members that the Mikve will continue to be closed for  renovations and will advise of the opening in 

due course. Our sincerest appreciation is extended to our President Meyer Keslassy and his children,  for their benevolent gesture 

in covering the cost of the renovations undertaken, in loving memory of Perla Keslassy  Z” L.   

Avotenu Mahzorim 

Abir Yaakob has recently ordered 100 sets of machzorim for Rosh Hashana , Yom Kippur, Sukkot,  Pesach and Shabuot.  

So far 30 sets have been sponsored by the Serruya,  Keslassy, Benquesus and Benmergui families.  

Each set can be dedicated in memory of loved ones for $125. Please email joseph.mamane@kehilacentre.com or call the office 

905-669-7654 to sponsor.  The mahzorim are from the Avotenou series of Moroccan Siddurim. 

Oneg Shabbat Friday January 18th 8pm to 10pm  

The Kahal Kadosh is invited to an Oneg Shabbat commemorating Shabbat Shira at the home of Rabbi and Mrs. David and Joyce 

Kadoch on Friday January 18th at 8pm. Enjoy some singing and Divre Tora in honour of one of the most special shabbatot of the 

year.  The address is 138 Colvin cres Thornhill Ontario L4J2R7.  

Food, drinks, candy and HAMIN!  Don't miss it! 

Coffee & Hot Chocolate 

Feeling cold after the long walk to shul? Come enjoy a nice cup of coffee or hot chocolate located in the classroom on the lower 

level (opposite side of the restaurant). Recharge yourself for Shaharit! 

Weekday Minha/Arbit Scheduling 

In an effort to increase attendance for Minha/Arbit on weekdays, we have changed the times of prayer in relation 

to shekia (sunset), to adhere to the requests of many members to shorten the overall time of both tefilot. 

Minha (Korbanot) will now begin 10 minutes prior to sunset. 

Minha (Ashre) will begin 5 minutes prior to sunset. From now on, the time for Minha posted in the bulletin and on the website will 

reflect the time of Ashre. (*Korbanot will still be recited*). Ten minutes of Divre Torah will follow Minha and then Arbit will begin 

(approximately 18-20 minutes after sunset.). In total, this will result in a 40-minute Minha/Arbit prayer service (beginning 

from Ashre). We hope that this will result in more members of the community coming out to the SKC for these two essen-

tial tefilot. Respectfully, Rabbi Kadoch  

Extra Tefilin 

If anyone has a spare set of Tefilin at home that can be brought to synagogue so that out of town guests or those that forgot 

their pair can use it, please speak to Rabbi Kadoch or a member of the Religious Committee.   

New member of Religious Committee  

We are happy to announce that Tomer Malca has joined the Religious Committee representing the Vatikin minyan. In addition to 

being a staunch member of the minyan, he also gives an exciting shiur on the parasha every Tuesday night with over 20 at-

tendees. Recordings of the shiurim can be accessed on our website. 

New Shiur - Shabbat Mornings - Noam Elimelech on the Torah  

Come join Rabbi Kadoch for a new and exciting shiur on the Parashat HaShavua studying the book Noam Elimelech written by  

R' Elimelech of Lezhensk. It's a classical commentary guaranteed to stimulate your soul. 

Coffee and hot chocolate available for your enjoyment. When: Shabbat mornings 8:15-8:45. Where: Downstairs classroom 

(opposite the restaurant). See you there! 

 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at 

(905) 669-7654. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



Shabat Vaera 

THE MONTH OF SHEBAT 

The Torah counts the month of Nissan as being the first month 

of the year, thus making the month of Shebat the eleventh 

month. 

The day of Rosh Hodesh Shebat, first day of the month is noted 

as a historic one in the Torah. It is on this day of Shebat, at the 

end of the forty years in the desert that Moshe Rabenu gathered 

the Jews, to remind them of the history and their obligations to 

G-d. From this first day of Shebat and for 37 consecutive days, 

Moshe Rabenu spoke to the nation until his last day on earth, 

which ended by the blessings to the Tribes. 

All this is recorded and composes the fifth Book of the Torah, 

the Book of Debarim. 

For this reason, the day of Rosh Hodesh Shebat has taken a sim-

ilar importance in Judaism as the day of receiving the Torah. In 

this month we celebrate the holiday of Tu Bishebat, the New 

Year for the fruit of the trees. 

In the first part of this month the Taanit Hadibur is observed 

worldwide. Note that there are two Shabatot that fall on this 

month: 

-Shabat Beshalach known as Shabat Shira. 

-Shabat Yitro, when the commandments are read. 

Among the hilulot of prominent Tzadikim in this month, the 

following will be celebrated: 

Shebat 4: Rebbi Yisrael Abuhatzira – Baba Sali 

    (Tafilalet, Netivot – 5744-1984) 

Shebat 10: Rebbi Shalom Sharabi – Rashash 

     (Yemen, Yerushalayim, 5537-1777) 

Shebat 14: Rebbi Yitzhak Abuhatzira (son of Rebbi Yaakov) 

     (Tafilalet – 5672-1912) 

Shebat 17: Rebbi Hayim Palagi  (Izmir – 5628-1868) 

Vaera 5779 – Praying with Voice 
 ״ויצעק משה אל ה׳ על דבר הצפרדעים אשר שם לפרעה״

“And Moshe prayed to Hashem of the matter of the frogs that He 
placed for Par’oh” 

 There is a Halacha in Shulhan Aruch Orah Hayim 101:2 that 

states: “A person should not pray in his heart alone, but rather 

pronounce each word with his lips and make sure that he hears 

every word in a whisper, albeit in silence, so that he doesn’t 

hear his own voice.” There is an opinion in the Zohar that really 

a person shouldn’t hear even a whisper, but most halachic 

authorities side with the Shulhan Aruch that one should hear the 

words of Tefila at the sound of a whisper. Nevertheless, if one 

recited the Amida and didn’t hear any of the words he recited, 

he still fulfilled the mitzva, as long as the words came out of his 

mouth and wasn’t just said with one’s heart. 

The Siftei Hachamim says that this halacha is actually hinted in 

this week’s parasha. The general cycle of the plagues is as fol-

lows: Moshe gives the warning, Par’oh ignores it, Hashem brings 

the plague, Par’oh demands that the plagues stop, Moshe prays 

for it stop and the plague then ceases. For every time that 

Moshe prayed for the plague to stop the word that is used 

is ויעתר which connotes and very deep, quiet, thought provoking 

prayer which stems from the heart. However, for the plague of 

frogs, the word used to describe Moshe’s prayer was ויצעק which 

literally means “and he screamed.” Why did the Torah change 

the verb when it came to frogs? The Siftei Hachamim answers 

that Moshe had no choice but to actually scream. In order for 

his prayer to be effective he had to hear his own voice (based on 

the above law of Shulhan Aruch). Since the frogs were croaking 

so loudly, he needed to raise his voice to a pitch where he could 

hear the words coming out of his mouth, because the quiet sol-

emn prayer of ויעתר wouldn’t have been enough. A cute little 

thought which teaches us such a vital lesson of prayer. 

Parashat Vaera: Embracing the Gift of Eretz Yisrael 

In the opening verses of Parashat Vaera, we read the promises 

that G-d made to Beneh Yisrael as they suffered the torment of 

slavery, assuring them that He would lead them out of Egypt 

and to Eretz Yisrael, adding, “Ve’natati Otah Lachem Morasha” – 

that he would give us the Land of Israel as a “Morasha,” an ever-

lasting inheritance (6:8).  

 

As opposed to the common word for “inheritance” – “Yerusha” – 

the Land of Israel is referred to here with the unusual word 

“Morasha.” The only instance of this word in the Humash is in 

the famous verse in Parashat Vezot Haberacha which calls the 

Torah “Morasha Kehilat Yaakob” – “an inheritance for the con-

gregation of Yaakob” (Debarim 33:4). What is the difference be-

tween the terms “Yerusha” and “Morasha,” and why are specifi-

cally Eretz Yisrael and the Torah described as “Morasha”? 

Rav Mordechai Gifter (1915-2001) explained that most assets 

which a person receives as an inheritance come with no re-

strictions or responsibilities. Once a person inherits something, 

he can do with it whatever he chooses. He can use it, store it 

away, sell it, give it as a gift, or destroy it. The choice is entirely 

his. A “Morasha,” however, is not something one is given, but 

rather something with which one is entrusted. It is given only 

for the purpose of guarding and preserving it so it can then be 

transmitted to the next generation. Both the Torah and Eretz 

Yisrael are given to us not as a “Yerusha,” but as a “Morasha.” 

We are entrusted with them, charged with the responsibility of 

preserving them and transmitting them intact to the next gener-

ation. I once heard Rav Yisrael Meir Lau, the former Ashkenazic 

Chief Rabbi of the State of Israel, make an interesting observa-

tion about these two precious gifts which we have received as a 

“Morasha.” Rav Lau noted that the “Morasha” of Torah ended up 

being far more successful than the “Morasha” of Eretz Yisrael. 

After all, the Jewish People lived without Eretz Yisrael for many 

centuries, but we were never without the Torah. We’ve been 

scattered throughout the world, very far from our homeland, 

but we always continued studying the Torah. Both Torah and 

Eretz Yisrael have endured, but our nation’s relationship with 

the Torah has been consistently strong, whereas our relation-

ship with Eretz Yisrael was broken for a very long time. And 

even today, the process of resettling the land has been fraught 

with complications and struggle. 

The reason, Rav Lau explained, lies in the origins of our rela-

tionship to the Torah and our relationship to the Land of Israel. 

When our ancestors arrived at Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, 

they eagerly and enthusiastically proclaimed, “Na’aseh Ve’nish-

ma” – that they would wholeheartedly accept all the Torah’s 

laws, without any hesitation. But a little over a year later, when 

they were poised to enter Eretz Yisrael, they said they did not 

want the land. They insisted on first sending a group of spies to 

check out the land, and then, when the spies returned, they de-

cided they should not proceed, and even wept over their destiny 

to live in Eretz Yisrael. This “Morasha” was not eagerly accepted 

when it was first offered to us, and so our relationship with the 

land began on a shaky foundation. The land, as it were, was 

“hurt” and “offended.” It took a very long time, Rav Lau ex-

plained, for our relationship to the land to be fully repaired, and 

indeed, this process has yet been completed. The struggles the 

Jewish Nation continues to face in securing its hold on our sa-

cred homeland is due to our initial refusal to embrace this pre-

cious gift, this “Morasha,” with which we have been entrusted. 

The more we work to recognize and appreciate the sanctity of 

Eretz Yisrael, the more we will advance this process of repairing 

our strained relationship with the Holy Land, and we will then 

experience peace, joy and prosperity in the land, and celebrate 

the rebuilding of the Bet Ha’mikdash and our final redemption, 

speedily and in our days, Amen. 

 

  



   

Shalom friends, 

 It is with great honour to serve as the new rabbi of Abir Yaakob (SKC). This congregation has been dear to my heart since its opening in 1997 and 

even closer since I took the reins of hazanut almost eleven years ago. The departure of Hacham Assayag has struck a chord with every person in this 

community. The tremendous influence he had in shaping this community for over forty years has left a mark that will never be erased. Filling his 

shoes is an impossible task and I can only hope that by maintaining contact, I will receive the same guidance from him that he accorded to me my 

entire life. I am ever-so grateful for this new position and wholeheartedly acknowledge that Hashem has granted me the opportunity to continue his 

legacy and all that he stood for as I begin my tenure as rabbi of this precious kehila.  

Over the course of my incumbency, I have set the following goals pertaining to matters of spirituality to be strived for and attained with Hashem’s 

help: 

    Improve the quality of Tefila in the main synagogue on Shabbat. 

 (more efficiency, more decorum, more participation, more silence) 

 Maintain and reinforce daily shiurim in the medrash 

 (administer classes that suit the needs and wants of men, women, and youth) 

 Be available to all members to answer any halachic inquiries to the best of my abilities 

 Develop a personal connection with any member who seeks it. 

  (in particular and with focus on the youth of the synagogue as they begin to mold their lives as future leaders of the community) 

I have assembled a Religious Committee comprised of eight members of the SKC to assist me in some of these undertakings. One should not hesi-

tate to contact me or any of the following individuals should any issue arise or request seek to be granted pertaining to spiritual aspects of the syna-

gogue. The members of the Religious Committee are: 

 1. Rabbi David Kadoch (Rabbi)  2. Meyer Keslassy (President) 3. Dr. Adam Ohayon (Secretary) 4.  Isaac Cohen (Treasurer) 5. Marc Kadoch (Shaliah 

Tzibur Emeritus) 6.  Avi Azuelos (Parnas) 7.  Jacob Benchetrit (Member at Large) 8.  Victor Arrobas (Member at Large) 9. Tomer Malca (Member at 

Large). 

 The mandate of the Religious Committee is to periodically discuss the spiritual state of the SKC and addressing the religious needs of 

the kahal.Remember that we are here to serve you so please feel free to approach any one of us to state your concerns, recommendations, or re-

quests. We will do our utmost to assist you. As in the past, when a situation arises that involves rendering a halachic ruling, that ruling will be deter-

mined by the Rabbi (myself), adhering to the guidelines of Orthodox Jewish law and/or customs, while in consideration of the specific circumstances 

of each individual/case. 

 Last but not least, as Rabbi, I pledge to keep all modes of communication open to every member of the SKC. In today’s modern world, the options 

are endless when it comes to building relationships and keeping in touch. While understanding that such channels may pose a risk to privacy, I can 

guarantee that maintaining confidentiality, secrecy and trust will be a top priority in any form of dialogue we have together.  

As the great Abraham Lincoln, former president of the United States, was once quoted as saying: "The Best Way to Predict the Future is to Create it."  

I encourage all of you to help me strengthen our “Kehila” family. 

#TogetherWeCan 

Rabbi David Kadoch 


