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Shabbat Shalom
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Marc Kadoch

Perashat Vayehi פרשת ויחי
Shabbat December 22nd, 2018,  יד' טבת תשע"ט/ 14 Tevet 5779
Perasha Page 268, Haftara 1145 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

4:15
4:30
4:45
4:25
6:50

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:32 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 28th , 2018
Minha 4:35 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:30 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

7:10 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:10 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:10 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:49 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:27 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:44 pm

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Yossi and Ashlene Azulay on the birth of a baby boy.
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Elie and Perla Azulay, Mr. Jeremy Suchall and Ms. Rose Suchall.
Proud Great Grandparents: Mrs. Enna Kadoch and Mr. Irving Suchall.
To Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Vivian Benmergui and Mr. and Mrs. David and Leah Bennett
on the birth of a granddaughter, born to Mr. and Mrs. Yaakov and Esther Bracha Benmergui.
Proud Great Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Edward and Gilda Bennett and Mrs. Rena Edery.

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join us for
Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on a weekly basis,
we are always looking for sponsors. Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Ney and Mercedes Bendayan, in loving memory of his father Jacob Bendayan ì"æ
Joseph and Flora Mamane, in loving memory of her brother Simon Elfassy ì"æ. Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Shlomo Esseis ì"æ 14 Tevet/ Shabbat December 22nd
Simon Elfassy ì"æ 17 Tevet/ Tuesday December 25th
Samual Faierman ì"æ 18 Tevet/ Wednesday December 26th
Abraham Medina ì"æ 19 Tevet/ Thursday December 27th
Jacob Bendayan ì"æ 20 Tevet/ Friday December 28th

Nahalot for the following week
Isaac Assayag ì"æ 23 Tevet/ Monday December 31st
Mordejai Assayag ì"æ 25 Tevet/ Wednesday January 2nd
Hillel Edery ì"æ 26 Tevet/ Thursday January 3rd

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Avot U’Banim
Father and son learning program continues this week, Motsae Shabbat December 22nd at 6:45 P.M. Pizza and prizes.
To sponsor a program, contact Rabbi David Kadoch - Cost for sponsorship $200.

Mishmara
The Mishmara for the Shloshim of Mrs. Suzy Esseis Z”L will be held in the main Sancturary, Tuesday December 25th., 2018.
Minha at 4:30 PM. The cemetery service will be the next morning, Wednesday December 26th., 2018 at 8:30 AM.

Mikve
We would like to inform our members that the Mikve will continue to be closed for renovations and will advise of the opening in
due course. Our sincerest appreciation is extended to our President Meyer Keslassy and his children, for their benevolent gesture
in covering the cost of the renovations undertaken, in loving memory of Perla Keslassy Z” L.

Avotenou Machzorim
Abir Yaakob has recently ordered 100 sets of machzorim for Rosh Hashana , Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesach and Shabuot.
So far 30 of the sets have been sponsored by the Serruya, Keslassy, Benquesus and Benmergui families.
Each set can be dedicated in memory of loved ones for $125. Please email jdayan@kehilacentre.com or call the office 905-6697654 to sponsor. The mahzorim are from the Avotenou series of Moroccan Siddurim.

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
immediately following Arbit in the Midrash upstairs.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
8:00 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.
Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips
take place bimonthly. For more information contact
Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson.

Kollel Yismach Moshe
Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the
Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the
Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary.
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
followed by our own basketball league in the gym.
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at
(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

Shabat Vayehi
From Adam Harishon and until Yaakob Abinu, we do not find the existence of sickness in those generations. People died suddenly without
any previous warning. When death took place, the person sneezed and
this sneezing was an indication that the neshama departed the body.
(This is the reason why it is our custom to bless the person that sneezes wishing him/her “Hayim Tobim” – a good life, as previously the only
time one sneezed was at the time of death). Yaakob Abinu was of the
opinion that it was not good for a man to depart from this world suddenly, thus he prayed to Hashem that He announces to the person and
relatives the possibility that death may take place, through a weakening of the body, meaning sickness. For the first time we find in the
Torah a sick person that is about to die: Yaakob Abinu.
Yaakov Abinu gathered all his children to bless them before his death.
When assembled, he asked them whether their belief in Hashem was a
complete one, a declaration he wished to hear before departing this
world.
His children confirm unequivocally their strong faith in Hashem with
the expression: “Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokenu Hashem Ehad” – “Hear,
Israel (a reference to Yaakob Abinu, who Hashem called Israel) Hashem
is our G-d, Hashem is One.” Yaakob Abinu moved by this confirmation
expresses gratitude to Hakadosh Baruch Hu with the words: “Baruch
Shem Kevod Malchuto Le’olam Va’ed” – “Blessed be His name and glorious sovereignty forever and ever”.

is overwhelming. The thought of not-knowing whether you did enough
is difficult to bear. We ask ourselves if we did anything wrong to deserve such agony. But at the end of our lives, we look at our children,
we see them in their limelight, we see them drowning in success and
we say, “I guess it was enough.” Yaakob spent his entire life dealing
with family troubles. The odds were stacked against him; no one more
than Yosef. In the end, on his last day, the last vision he sees is the one
of his beloved wife Rahel; the woman who helped raise this child with
him. Seeing Yosef in his prominence reminded Yaakob of the toil and
effort he put forth during those first seventeen years Yosef’s life. I
believe, it is for that reason, that he got to enjoy the last seventeen
years of his life living the “parent dream.”

Parashat Vayehi- Precision

In Parashat Vayehi, we read about the passing of Yaakob Abinu and the
large funeral that was held for him in Eretz Yisrael. A very large group
of Egyptian officials joined Yaakob’s sons in bringing his remains to
the Machpela Cave for burial. Before the burial, the procession stopped
in a place called Goren Ha’atad, where a seven-day mourning period
was held (50:10). The Torah then tells us that the Caaanites in the area
saw the large gathering, and inquired about what was happening
(50:11). The Midrash adds that when the Canaanites heard that the
large group was mourning the death of Yaakob, a righteous man, they
paid their respects. According to one view, they undid the buckles on
their belts around their robes. Another view says that they opened their
buttons. A third view claims that they did nothing more than just point
The sons of Yaakob Abinu were the ones to compose and first at the coffin and observe that this was Yaakob. The Midrash, remarkause what was to become the classic proclamation of faith of every Jew. bly, teaches that these Canaanites were very sinful and were worthy of
It is with this Shema that the Jew lives. From the first moment of child- being annihilated, but they were spared because of the respect their
hood when one learns to utter words, and twice daily throughout their showed to Yaakob. Although they simply made a very slight gesture,
entire life, and to the last moment in this earth, when the neshama
this slight gesture was deemed so significant that it provided merit
departs this world for its eternal rest.
through which they were spared destruction.
This was taught to us by Yaakob Abinu and his children.

The Midrash’s comments bring to mind the famous story told about
the wife of the Vilna Gaon, who had a friend with whom she would
collect money for the poor. These two righteous women made an
agreement with one another that whichever one of them died first
would come to the other in a dream to tell her what the next world is
like. The Vilna Gaon’s wife passed away first, and she indeed appeared
Vayehi 5779 – Nahat: A Parent’s True Enjoyment
to her friend in a dream, as she had promised.
)ב:ויתחזק ישראל וישב על המטה (מח
“I cannot tell you what the next world is like,” she said, “but there is
And Yisrael strengthened himself and he sat on the bed (48:2)
one thing I can tell you. You might remember one bitterly cold night
when we were going around collecting charity, and we were looking for
It must be hard to comprehend why Yaakob sat up when he
a certain house. When you saw the house, you pointed to it to show it
heard that Yosef entered the room. Picture the moment. The choicest
to me. You cannot begin to imagine what an effect that pointing had in
of our forefathers lays on his bed in his last minutes to live. Most of us the heavens, and how much you are going to be rewarded just for
would tell anyone in this state to relax and be as comfortable as possi- pointing!”
ble, but Yaakob was different and Rashi takes note. Quoting
Even the slightest Misva act is immensely valuable. Even something as
the Medrash Tanhuma, Yaakob says “Although he is my son, he is also simple as pointing with one’s finger, if done for a Misva, yields unimaga king and thereby I shall show him respect.” Rashi teaches us a lesson inable rewards. This is why we must be so careful and precise with our
from this verse that we must always show respect and dignity to the
Misva performance. Since each minuscule Misva act is precious, it must
throne. While it is generally the responsibility of the son to stand or sit be done properly, with care and precision.
up for the father, Yaakob felt it was necessary, even on his death bed,
This concept is elaborated upon in the first chapter of Mesilat Yesharim
to show future generations that rulership should never be taken lightly, (by Rav Moshe Haim Luzzato, Italy, 1707-1746), which explains that
no matter what the relationship.
the more precious something is, the more precision it demands. When
However, it’s the Zohar that I’d wish to direct your attention
vegetables are weighed in a grocery store, the measurement does not
to. In answering why the Tora needed to write that Yaakob lived in
have to be precise to the tiniest fraction. But when a goldsmith is
Egypt for seventeen years, it simultaneously gives us a different take of weighing gold for a piece of jewelry, the amount has to be precise.
why Yaakob sat up when Yosef entered the room. The Zohar explains
When two friends agree to meet for lunch at 1pm, neither of them
that all of Yaakob’s life was in pain and agony. He suffered in the
would be terribly upset if the other arrives at 1:05. But in an Olympic
house of Lavan, escaping from his brother Esav, Dina’s kidnapping and race, a fraction of millisecond can make the difference between lifelong
suffering the embarrassment of his two sons wiping out an entire city. glory and heart-wrenching disappointment. If a person’s desk is a couIn addition, we can’t forget the twenty-two years he was without his
ple of inches larger or smaller than what he wanted, he could probably
favourite son. Yet, the in his final moments, seeing Yosef in all his
manage. But in brain surgery, a fraction of an inch is the difference,
splendour, “he felt whole in his soul for he saw his mother Rahel in his literally, between life and death. I occasionally hear people who ask
face.” The Tora refers to both Rahel and Yosef as “Yefe/Yefat Toar” and why Halacha is so exact, why it is that Halachic observance demands
from here our Sages explain that they shared the same beautiful apclose, careful attention to the most minuscule details. Nobody asks
pearance. Seeing Yosef for this final time, handsome like his mother,
why umpires in a baseball game insist that the runner who beats the
made it as if he never suffered at all in his life. Thus, the verse states
throw by a fraction of a second is safe. Nobody asks their accountant
that Yaakob lived in Egypt for seventeen years. His real life, his good
why he is so precise in calculating their tax refund. But people ask this
life, was the seventeen years that he was with Yosef.
question about Misvot – because they do not properly appreciate the
As parents, this serves as a tremendous lesson. We raise our children
inestimable value of Misvot. The Mesilat Yesharim teaches us that the
with the hopes that they will be role-models for their peers and comworld to come is infinitely more precious than anything in this world –
munity. Sometimes we think our dreams are dashed as they find their
and so naturally, the Misvot must be performed with delicate precision,
own way and choose to live their own lives. We suffer through our days and with attention to the finest details. This is what we need to do in
wondering why we weren’t successful in their upbringing. The anxiety
order to earn the great rewards that await us.

Applying a Bandage with Ointment
to a Wound on Shabbat

By Rabbi Eli Mansour

The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 328) speaks of a kind of bandage or
tourniquet that was used with medicinal ointment. The ointment would
be applied to the bandage, and the bandage would then be placed on
the wound to help it heal. Halacha forbids replacing such a bandage if
it fell off on Shabbat. Although medical procedures that were begun
before Shabbat are generally permitted on Shabbat, in this instance the
Sages forbade replacing the bandage out of concern that one may sear
the ointment before replacing the bandage, in violation of Shabbat.
Hacham Ovadia Yosef addresses in light of this Halacha the situation of
a person with a wound covered by a dressing smeared with ointment
which the doctor instructed him to change each day, or several times a
day, in order to prevent infection. In light of the concern of an infection, Hacham Ovadia permits the patient in this case to prepare bandages with the ointment before Shabbat and then putting them on the
wound on Shabbat as per the doctor’s instructions. Although the
Shulhan Aruch forbids placing such a bandage on Shabbat – and even
replacing one which had been placed before Shabbat – nevertheless,
there is room to permit changing the dressing when there is a risk of
infection, as long as the ointment was applied to the dressing before
Shabbat.
Summary: It is forbidden on Shabbat to apply ointment to a bandage,
and if such a bandage had been placed on a wound before Shabbat, it
is forbidden to replace it if it fell off, or to put on a new one. If, however, the bandage needs to be changed to prevent infection, one may
prepare bandages with ointment before Shabbat and then replace his
bandage on Shabbat as needed.

Abir Yaakob Congregation
Cordially invite the Men and Women, members and non-members including children to the

Hilula of Haadmor Rebbi Yaakob Abuhatzira ZTKL
19 Tebet, 5779
Thursday December 27th, 2018
Beginning at 6:30 PM with Arbit
Dinner graciously sponsored by Jacques and Biba Benquesus
RSVP no later than Monday December 24th, 2018
Please contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 200, or email jdayan@kehilacentre.com
for more information or booking

