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Perashat Vayigash פרשת ויגש
Shabbat December 15th, 2018,  ז' כסלו תשע"ט/ 7 Tevet 5779
Perasha Page 250, Haftara 1144 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

4:10
4:25
4:40
4:23
6:45

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m
3:25 p.m.
3:55 p.m.
5:29 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 21st , 2018
Minha 4:30 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:25 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

7:05 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:05 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:25 p.m.
5:05 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:45 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:23 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:41 pm

Mazal Tov
Mr. and Mrs. Avi and Francine Azuelos on the Bar Mitzvah of their son David Hanania.
Proud grandmother: Mrs. Esther Azuelos

Kiddush
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Avi and Francine Azuelos in honour of the
Bar Mitzva of their son David Hanania.
Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Morris and Gloria Dadoun, in loving memory of her father Jack Brodsky ì"æ
Warren and Miriam Essebag, in loving memory of his father Armando Essebag ì"æ
Yaakov Medina, in loving memory of his grandfather Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ
Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Rica Nezry ì"æ 7 Tevet/ Shabbat December 15th
Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ, Moise Nahmany ì"æ, Dina Youssefian ì"æ 11 Tevet/ Wednesday Dec.19th
Joel-Yoel Malinowicz ì"æ, Armando Essebag ì"æ, Iech Elmaleh ì"æ 12 Tevet/ Thursday Dec. 20th
Rina Elfassy ì"æ, Zohra Kadoch ì"æ, Jack Brodsky ì"æ 13 Tevet/ Friday December 21st

Nahalot for the following week
Shlomo Esseis ì"æ 14 Tevet/ Shabbat December 22nd
Simon Elfassy ì"æ 17 Tevet/ Tuesday December 25th
Samual Faierman ì"æ 18 Tevet/ Wednesday December 26th
Abraham Medina ì"æ 19 Tevet/ Thursday December 27th
Jacob Bendayan ì"æ 20 Tevet/ Friday December 28th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Avot U’Banim
Father and son learning program continues this week, Motsae Shabbat December 8th at 6:45 P.M. Pizza and prizes.
To sponsor a program, contact Rabbi David Kadoch - Cost for sponsorship $200.
Mishmara
The Mishmara for the Shloshim of Mrs. Suzy Esseis Z”L will be held in the main Sancturary, Tuesday December 25th., 2018.
Minha at 4:30 PM. The cemetery service will be the next morning, Wednesday December 26th., 2018 at 8:30 AM.
Asara B’Tevet
The fast of Asara B’tevet will be on Tuesday December 18th
BNEI AKIVA
This week Snif is cancelled. We will be back in business next week for a finale before the Winter Break!
Mikve
We would like to inform our members that the Mikve will continue to be closed for renovations and will advise of the opening in
due course. Our sincerest appreciation is extended to our President Meyer Keslassy and his children, for their benevolent gesture
in covering the cost of the renovations undertaken, in loving memory of Perla Keslassy Z” L.
Message from the Secretary
Message from the Secretary
A board meeting was held this past Wednesday December 12. If any members wish to view the minutes please contact the office or myself.
The next board meeting is scheduled for Monday January 28, 2019.
We are proud to announce and congratulate Mrs. Enny Cohen on recently being appointed by the board to fill the vacant board member position.
Mrs. Enny Cohen has much experience in community work and programs and we look forward to having her on board!
Shabat Shalom!
Adam Ohayon, Secretary

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
immediately following Arbit in the Midrash upstairs.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
8:00 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.
Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips
take place bimonthly. For more information contact
Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson.

Kollel Yismach Moshe
Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the
Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the
Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary.
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
followed by our own basketball league in the gym.
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at
(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

Complaining not only harms the way we live, but it also
harms the way we look as well. Living with a negative attitude can have
physical effects on your body and your appearance. This is also proven
from the aforementioned conversation. The question is raised: Why did
Asara Betebet
Yaakob lose thirty-three years based on the amount of words in the
pesukim, if the first verse was Pharoah asking him the question? The
The 8th, 9th, and 10th of Tebet were days marked in our Jewish Histoanswer, given by Rabbi Haim Shmuelevitz is that Yaary. These days, when national tragedies occurred to the Jews, are comkov looked extremely old. Pharoah thought that Yaakov was older than
memorated with a fast, particularly the fast of the 10th of Tebet, Asara
he actually was, and this was the reason that he asked him his age.
Betebet. Every ta’anit we make, except Yom Kippur, was established by
Because he lacked joy in his life, his suffering and agony caused the
the prophets, to mourn the event s of the galut.
aging process to quicken.
It’s time to stop complaining and start living. Making your
Translation of the Torah: During the kingdom of Ptolemy the King of
life meaningful by contributing, volunteering and doing ma’asim toGreece, when the Jews lived under his rule, the Torah was translated in
bim, are just some ways to boost your way of life. To sit back, complain
a language foreign to Hebrew. Ptolemy called on 72 Hachamim withabout what you have or don’t have, will not only affect the way you are
out indicating the purpose to them, when gathered, he put each one in
perceived by others, but it will affect the way your physical appearance
a different room and proceeded to request from each one individually
as well. Let’s learn to talk positively, act positively, respond positively
to translate the Torah into Greek. This request distressed the Hachaand be’ezrat Hashem we will live life to our fullest.
mim, as it is difficult for all 72 of them to explain the Torah exactly in
the same manner. Hashem performed a miracle, and all the 72 interpretations were identical including the changes that were made. Ptolemy, who expected 72 different translations in order to attack and underestimate the Jews and their torah, found himself astonished. With
the magnitude of the miracle notwithstanding, the prophets sensed the
harm this would bring to Judaism as until then the opportunity to know Parashat VaYigash: Yosef’s Wine
the Torah and to interpret it erroneously against Israel had never risen. After Yosef revealed his identity to his brothers, he instructed them to
return to Canaan to bring their father Yaakob Abinu, and their families,
Death of the Leaders: On the 9th of Tebet, two of the greatest leaders to live with him in Egypt. He sent his brothers with ten donkeys carrying “Mi’tub Misrayim” – “from the good of Egypt” (45:23).
of the nation passed on. It was on that day that Ezra Hasofer and NeRashi, in his first interpretation of this phrase, explains that it refers to
hemia Ben Haclaya, the two leaders who returned the nation to
“Yayin Yashan” – “old wine.”
Yerushalayim from Babel, died. Their death was a cause of great bereavement to the nation, as more than ever, they needed the guidance Why would Yosef send “old wine” to Yaakob? Did Yaakob really need
especially aged wine? Is this what was on Yaakob Abinu’s mind at this
of these Tzadikim at a time when they returned from a galut of 70
very emotional time, when he just discovered that the son whom he
years to resettle in the land of Israel.
thought was killed twenty-two years earlier was in fact alive, and when
he would be moving to Egypt to be with Yosef?
Beginning of the destruction: On the 10th of Tebet, the first event
which would lead to the destruction of the Beth Hamikdash occurred.
On this day, Nebuchadnetzar’s armies besieged Yerushalyim, forbidding entry or exit from it, oppressing the Jews who could be saved.
For three years, the armies held the siege, until they broke the nation’s
resistance and were able to enter Yerushalayim, destroyed the Beth
Hamikdash and take the inhabitants into captivity. We fast on that day
the destruction of the national glory, the Beth Hamikdash.
It is necessary to note, that in the year 5277, on the 23rd, of Tebet, the
expulsion of the Jews of Portugal took effect, bringing death and tragedy to our brethren.

Vayigash 5779 – Stop Complaining; Start Living
)ט:״מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי״ (מז
“Few and bad were the years of my life” (47:9)
The brief conversation between Pharoah and Yaakob in Parashat
Vayigash doesn’t shed our patriarch in a good light to say the least. He
is heavily criticized by the midrashim and commentaries in his failure
to respond to Pharoah with optimism. Because of this fleeting conversation, Yaakob lost thirty-three years of his life. Why thirty-three? The
Da’at Zekenim famously writes that because of Yaakob’s lack of appreciation for life which was manifested in his words, he lived thirty-three
years less than his father corresponding to the thirty-three words
found in the two verses of conversation. Let’s thing about that for a
moment. Can you imagine if you lost a year of your life for every word
of pessimism which we say? This medrash, if anything should remind
us of the importance to gain tremendous appreciation for life itself,
regardless of the difficulties we may encounter. The ultimate level to
aim for is that we should feel joy in living and then the trivial matters
will not cause us to complain.
Rabbi Haim Shmuelevitz would often cite this medrash and
give a parable to compare the situation. Imagine a person was drinking
from a glass which fell and broke. Surely, he is to be irritated of the
inconveniences and danger he now has caused. However, if at the same
moment that the glass dropped and broke, his friend ran through the
doors and told him he just won the national sweepstakes, would he
care about the glass? Rabbi Haim would say, that if we lived with that
joy constantly, we wouldn’t complain when things don’t go our way.

Additionally, from where did Yosef get wine that Yaakob could drink?
As we know, Halacha forbids drinking wine prepared by non-Jews.
Yosef was the only person in Egypt who could have made wine that
Yaakob could drink. And, as Rashi tells us earlier, Yosef did not drink
wine throughout the period he was separated from his family. Clearly,
then, he was not making wine. How, then, did he have “old wine” that
was permissible, which he sent to his father?
The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Rav Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 19021994) offered a beautiful explanation of Rashi’s comments. He suggested that when Yosef was first brought to Egypt as a slave, he made
wine. His life seemed to be falling apart – at just seventeen years old,
his brothers threw him into a pit with snakes and scorpions, and then
pulled him out to sell him as a slave. He was brought to a foreign country, far away from home, with no family, where he knew nobody, and
worked as a slave. However, in a remarkable display of faith and hope,
he prepared wine with which he planned to one day drink “Le’haim”
when he would be saved and reunited with his family. This bottle was
twenty-two years old, prepared when Yosef was still a slave. This wine
was prepared for precisely this time – when he would be reuniting with
his family.
Yosef wanted to show his father that throughout his ordeal, he never
lost faith. He always remained optimistic and hopeful, anticipating that
one day, somehow, this crisis would be behind him. If we would have
seen Yosef prepare this wine and express hope that he would one day
use it for a festive “Le’haim,” we would have thought he was delusional.
But he wasn’t. Yosef was a man of pristine faith. He had no idea how
this crisis would pass, but he trusted that somehow it would – and,
indeed, it did.
This is the lesson of the “old wine” sent by Yosef. It teaches us to always retain our faith in Hashem and our hope. Whenever we face a
difficult situation, we must believe in Hashem’s capacity to save us,
and trust that He can find a solution. We must remain hopeful and optimistic that one day we, like Yosef, will be able to drink “Le’haim” and
celebrate the end of the crisis, no matter how intractable the problem
seems to be at the present. Even in life’s darkest moments, we can and
must find within ourselves the faith to “make wine,” to believe that one
day the darkness will be overcome by a great light of happiness and
success, Amen.

Applying Cotton Balls and Alcohol to a By Rabbi Eli Mansour
Wound on Shabbat
In the case of somebody who needed an injection on Shabbat, and after
the injection he wants to use a cotton ball to clean the area where the
injection was made, a number of Halachic questions arise. Firstly, if he
does not have cotton balls, and needs instead to rip a piece of cotton
from a cotton roll, the question becomes whether this violates the prohibition of Kore’a – tearing on Shabbat. Indeed, Hacham Bension Abba
Shaul (Israel, 1924-1998), in Or Le’sion (36:22), writes that it is forbidden to rip cotton on Shabbat, for this reason.
Hacham Ovadia Yosef, however, disagrees. In Hazon Ovadia – Shabbat
(vol. 3, p. 377), he writes that cotton does not qualify as a “Hibur
Gamur” – meaning, the strands of cotton are not completely attached
such that removing a piece would constitute “tearing” with respect to
the prohibition of Kore’a. According to Hacham Ovadia, then, it is entirely permissible to tear a piece of cotton on Shabbat.
A second question arises regarding the use of cotton to rub alcohol on
the wound. The Halachic authorities note that if one pours alcohol onto
a piece of cotton, it is all but certain that he will end up extracting absorbed alcohol from the cotton, in violation of the prohibition of Sehita.
Cotton is so porous that it is virtually impossible to avoid Sehita when
handling cotton after pouring liquid on it. Therefore, one would either
have to use a material other than cotton for applying the alcohol onto
the skin, or pour the alcohol directly onto the skin and then gently pat
the moist skin with cotton. This is the ruling of Rav Moshe Ha’levi
(Israel, 1961-2000), in his Menuhat Ahaba.
Summary: It is permissible to rip a piece of cotton from a cotton roll on
Shabbat. One may not, however, pour alcohol onto a piece of cotton on
Shabbat, as he will then inevitably end up extracting absorbed liquid
from the cotton. Therefore, one who needs to apply alcohol to his skin
on Shabbat must either use a different material or pour the alcohol
directly onto the skin.

Abir Yaakob Congregation
Cordially invite the Men and Women including children to the

Hilula of Haadmor Rebbi Yaakob Abuhatzira ZTKL
19 Tebet, 5779
Thursday December 27th, 2018
Arbit starting at 6:30 PM
Dinner graciously sponsored by Jacques and Biba Benquesus
RSVP no later than Monday December 24th, 2018
Please contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 200, or email jdayan@kehilacentre.com
for more information or booking

