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Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

4:10
4:25
4:40
4:22
6:40

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m
3:25 p.m.
3:45 p.m.
5:28 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 14th , 2018
Minha 4:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:23 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:00 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:25 p.m.
5:05 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:39 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:18 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:40 pm

Mazal Tov
We would like to extend our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Elias and Lidia Anidjar on the recent
engagement of their son Jacob to Jennifer Mayers.

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join us for
Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on a weekly basis,
we are always looking for sponsors. Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Salomon Nezry, in loving memory of his father Isaac Nezry ì"æ
Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Isaac Nezry ì"æ, David Kirschner ì"æ 1 Tevet/ Sunday December 9th
Clara Ohayon ì"æ, Georgette “Zahara” Keslassy ì"æ 3 Tevet/ Tuesday December 11th
Yosef Mouyal ì"æ, Allan Martin Krane ì"æ, Yaakov Totah ì"æ 5 Tevet/ Thursday December 13th
Yaakov Roditi Gulerson ì"æ 6 Tevet/ Friday December 14th

Nahalot for the following week
Rica Nezry ì"æ 7 Tevet/ Shabbat December 15th
Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ, Moise Nahmany ì"æ, Dina Youssefian ì"æ 11 Tevet/ Wednesday Dec.19th
Joel-Yoel Malinowicz ì"æ, Armando Essebag ì"æ, Iech Elmaleh ì"æ 12 Tevet/ Thursday Dec. 20th
Rina Elfassy ì"æ, Zohra Kadoch ì"æ, Jack Brodsky ì"æ 13 Tevet/ Friday December 21st

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Avot U’Banim
Father and son learning program continues this week, Motsae Shabbat December 8th at 6:45 P.M. Pizza and prizes.
To sponsor a program, contact Rabbi David Kadoch - Cost for sponsorship $200.
ONEG SHABBAT - Friday December 7th
The Kahal Kadosh is invited to eat, drink, sing and hear Divre Torah in honour of Shabbat Hanukah at the home of
Hacham Amram Assayag this Friday night from 8pm to 10pm.
Rosh Hodesh
Rosh Hodesh Tevet will be on Shabbat and Sunday December 8th and 9th.
BNEI AKIVA
BNEI AKIVA IS HERE AND READY TO CHEER! Bnei Akiva Shabbat afternoon program (aka: Snif) is a great opportunity for your kids
to get out of the house and have a great time while participating in fun activities that teach them about the Parsha, Middot, and
Eretz Israel! This week we will learn about the capitals of the world and why Jerusalem is the most special of them all!
This weeks Snif will be starting right after Mincha! If in need of walking groups please approach Eliav Saban, Ariel Cohen, Malka
Cohen, and/or Meir Cohen! week!
Mikve
We would like to inform our members that the Mikve will continue to be closed for renovations and will advise of the opening in
due course. Our sincerest appreciation is extended to our President Meyer Keslassy and his children, for their benevolent gesture
in covering the cost of the renovations undertaken, in loving memory of Perla Keslassy Z”L.
5th Annual Hanukah Bingo - Saturday December 8th, 2018 - 7PM
The community is invited for fun, games and fatty treats as we celebrate Hanukah with a entertaining game of Bingo this Motsae
Shabbat December 8th @ 7PM. Admission is free. Food and Bingo cards for sale. (proceeds from Bingo cards will fund future
Youth Programming at the SKC).
MIMI’S LIGHT
Mimi’s Light was created 22 years ago by Max Benaim in honour of Mimi Benadiba. With Chanukah approaching, we are reminded
of our many dear friends that are in their homes or hospitals that aren't able to light the Chanukah candles. We seek volunteers to
add to our current roster of miracle workers! If you know anyone in need of assistance please contact Max at
(416) 918-0676 and together we will make Mimi's Light shine bright!

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
immediately following Arbit in the Midrash upstairs.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.
Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips
take place bimonthly. For more information contact
Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson.

Kollel Yismach Moshe
Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the
Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the
Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary.
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
followed by our own basketball league in the gym.
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at
(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

God in horror stories such as the seven sons of Hannah.
Today, the people of Israel are in darkness, spinning like a
blind person who can not find his way out. What happenes to our nation as a whole often can be attributed to our own personal lives. Many
Shabat Hanuka Miketz
times, one can experience difficulty, sadness, and a lack of understanding of why this difficulty has come to me. But the emuna lies in
Hanuca is celebrated for eight days to commemorate the mirthe fact that God does not forget. God is here and turns the world in
acle of the oil.
our favor and our redemption is the one that can help us deal with the
All that was left of the pure oil after the Syrian-Greek desecrations was
difficulties. On Hanukah we remember the miracle of the victory of
a one-day
light over darkness. It is not a coincidence that Hanukah take place
supply, but it burned miraculously for eight days, until a fresh supply
during the shortest days of the year, i.e. the height of darkness. So on
became available. In one of the most famous questions in Rabbinic
Hanukah, which seems to be the height of the exile, the height of darkliterature, Rebbi Yosef Karo (Orah Chaim 670) raises a basic difficulty
ness, where everything is hidden and dark, and there seems to be no
with this reason:
one who remembers us, we light a candle; a small candle that illuminates a small light of faith. And after that we light another candle that
QUESTION: Since the untainted jug contained enough oil to burn natuadds more light, and another one ... And so the light grows and illumirally for one night, nothing miraculous happened on the first night that
nates our lives with faith, believing that God has not forgotten us.
the Cohanim kindled the Menorah. Since the miraculous nature of the
Let’s look at the candles. Think of the good things; about the
burning was only on the following seven days. Why do we celebrate
small gifts God gave you. Let the light fill you with an inner light that
eight days? Rebbi Yosef Karo himself offered three possible answers,
reminds us that God never forgets. He remembers us even when we
among the numerous other interpretations of Hahamim down through
feel in the prison of Egypt, and he will put an end to the darkness,
the years. The following is a sampling of such answers, beginning with
soon in our day, Amen.
the three of Rebbi Yosef Karo.
ANSWERS:
1.
Had the Cohanim used all the oil on the first night, they
would have been forced to leave the Menorah unlit for the following
week. Instead, they decided to use one eighth of the oil each night
until they could obtain a new supply. But instead of the flames going
out during the night, the Menorah remained lit until morning, as if its
cups had been filled with oil. Thus, a miracle occurred every night
(Rebbi Yosef Karo).
2.
After they filled all the cups of the Menorah, the Cohanim
found that a miracle had happened – the jug of oil had remained brimful (Rebbi Yosef Karo).
3.
In a variation of the previous answer, Rebbi Yosef Karo suggests that each morning the Cohanim found that the cups of the Menorah were still full of oil, even after having burned all night (Rebbi Yosef
Karo).
4.
Zohar states a principle that Hashem performs a miracle only
on something that already exists in some measure; thus, for example,
a partially filled jar can become full miraculously but Hashem does not
fill a jar that is totally empty. According to this rule, we must assume
that after the first night’s burning, some oil had to be left, despite the
fact that it had burned for the full duration. The first day’s miracle was
that this remnant remained. On the succeeding days, this remnant
burned for a full night (Turey Zahab).
5.
True, the miracle of the oil did not begin until the second day
and lasted for lonely seven days, but the Sages designated the first day
of Hanukah as a festival in commemoration of the miraculous victory
over the massive Syrian-Greek legions (Peri Hadash).

Miketz 5779 – The End (ketz) of Darkness
״ויהי מקץ שנתיים ימים״
“And it was at the end of two years”
The previous parasha, Parashat Vayeshev, ended with the verse: "And
the butler did not remember Yosef and forgot him." Yosef was thrown
into a pit, rolling among nomadic caravans, sold to a slave and finally
put in jail in Egypt. Even after he helps the butler minister, the minister
forgets him. What a terrible feeling it was to feel forgotten, abandoned. All the troubles of the world fall on you one by one. But God
does not forget. This week we will read the story of "Miketz". In the
name of the parasha, the word 'end' appears, ie, [ .]קץThe holy Baal
Shem Tov expounds the name of the parsha from the verse קץ שם
“ לחושךHe sets bounds for darkness” (Iyov 28:3).
God is the end of the darkness, the blackness, the gloom, the fall from
bad to worse. He takes Yosef out of prison, installs him as the governor of Egypt and from there begins his redemption, he meets his
brothers and the dreams he dreamed in his youth - come true.
The portion of Miketz is always read Hanukah, and here, too,
God has put an end to the darkness. The people of Israel have come
out of decrees of destruction and spiritual slavery in place of redemption. There is no doubt that Yosef was in prison, and for him it was
very difficult to see the light coming out of this great darkness. The
same is true of the Hanukah story in which people died of sanctifying

Hanukah – Lighting Hanukah Candles on Friday Afternoon
On Friday of Hanukah, one must light the Hanukah candles before the
Shabbat candles. The earliest time when one may light the Hanukah
candles is the point of “Pelag Ha’minha,” which during the Hanukah
season is usually around 3:30pm (in the New York City area). Therefore, on Ereb Shabbat Hanukah, one must be extra vigilant to complete
Shabbat preparations especially early, so that he can light the Hanukah
candles before the wife lights the Shabbat candles.
It is preferable on Ereb Shabbat Hanukah to recite Minha earlier in the
afternoon, before lighting the Hanukah candles. This is because the
afternoon “Tamid” sacrifice – to which the Minha prayer corresponds –
would be offered in the Bet Ha’mikdash before the Menorah was kindled. Accordingly, it is proper, if possible, to pray Minha on Friday afternoon before lighting the Hanukah candles.
Therefore, synagogues should try to arrange a Minyan for Minha Gedola – meaning, the Minha prayer recited earlier in the afternoon – for
those who are able to recite Minha earlier. Synagogues should then
have another Minyan for Minha closer to sundown for those who could
not pray Minha earlier, but this Minha prayer must start earlier enough
to allow for the Hanukah candles in the synagogue before the onset of
Shabbat.
When one lights the Hanukah candles on Friday afternoon, he must
ensure to add enough oil, or use long enough candles, to sustain the
candles until 45 minutes after sundown, a period of close to one hour
fifteen minutes..

Abir Yaakob Congregation
Cordially invite the Men and Women including children to the

Hilula of Haadmor Rebbi Yaakob Abuhatzira ZTKL
19 Tebet, 5779
Thursday December 27th, 2018
Arbit starting at 6:30 PM
Dinner graciously sponsored by Jacques and Biba Benquesus
RSVP no later than Monday December 24th, 2018
Please contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 200, or email jdayan@kehilacentre.com
for more information or booking

