
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 4:10 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 4:25 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 4:40 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 4:24 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:30 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m 

íéìäú  Tehilim 3:25 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 3:55 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 5:29 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday November 7th , 2018 

Minha 4:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:22 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 4:25 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 5:05 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:32 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:13 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:42 pm

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום
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Jean-Claude Abtan 
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Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch Perashat Vayeshev   פרשת וישב

Shabbat December 1st, 2018, ט" תשעכג' כסלו   / 23 Kislev 5779 

Perasha Page 198 Haftara 1142 in Artscroll

Mazal Tov 
We would like to extend our congratulations to Mr. Elias Toby on his appointment to 

the Board of Directors of UJA Federation of Toronto. 

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join us for 

Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, 

we are always looking for sponsors.  

Everyone is welcome.  

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by: 

Meyer Keslassy and his children, in loving memory of his wife Perla Keslassy ì"æ
Robert and Vivian Benmergui, in loving memory of his uncle Isaac Benmergui ì"æ
Jacob Shemesh, in loving memory of his brother Abraham Shemesh ì"æ 
Elise Benzacar and Marcel Benaim in loving memory of their mother Esther Benchetrit Cohen ì"æ
Please join us as we will be conducting our siyum of Masechet Menachot during Seudah Shelishit. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Nahalot 
Esther Cohen ì"æ  23 Kislev/ Shabbat December 1st

Perla Keslassy ì"æ  26 Kislev/ Tuesday December 4th

Abraham Shemesh ì"æ  27 Kislev/ Wednesday December 5th

Isaac Benmergui ì"æ  29 Kislev/ Friday December 7th

Nahalot for the following week 

Isaac Nezry ì"æ, David Kirschner ì"æ  1 Tevet/ Sunday December 9th

Clara Ohayon ì"æ, Georgette “Zahara” Keslassy ì"æ  3 Tevet/ Tuesday December 11th

Yosef Mouyal ì"æ, Allan Martin Krane ì"æ, Yaakov Totah ì"æ  5 Tevet/ Thursday December 13th

Yaakov Roditi Gulerson ì"æ  6 Tevet/ Friday December 14th



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

immediately following Arbit in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.  

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact  

Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Synagogue News 
Condolences 

Our sincere condolences to our friends and members Mr.  Jacques Esseis, and his daughters, Shirley Trojman and Helen Sadeh, 

on the passing of his wife and their mother, Suzy Esseis (Souad bat Hasiba) ì"æ. 

Our condolences go to the entire family on their loss, May her neshama rest in Gan Eden, Amen. 

The mishmara will take place on Sunday, December 2nd at the Sephardic Kehila Centre.  Services will begin at 4:30 PM.    

Hanuka 

Hanuka begins this week with the first light on Sunday night, December 2nd. 

Early Shabbat Minha 

In consideration of Hanukah, there will be an early Minha on Friday December 7th at 2 p.m. upstairs in the Medrash. 

Avot U’Banim 

Father and son learning program continues this week, Motsae Shabbat December 1st at 6:45 P.M. Pizza and prizes.  

To sponsor a program, contact Rabbi David Kadoch - Cost for sponsorship $200. 

ONEG SHABBAT - Friday December 7th 

The Kahal Kadosh is invited to eat, drink, sing and hear Divre Torah in honour of Shabbat Hanukah at the home of  

Hacham Amram Assayag on Friday December 7th from 8pm to 10pm.  

BNEI AKIVA  

BNEI AKIVA IS HERE AND READY TO CHEER! Bnei Akiva Shabbat afternoon program (aka: Snif) is a great opportunity for your kids 

to get out of the house and have a great time while participating in fun activities that teach them about the Parsha, Middot, and 

Eretz Israel! This week we will learn about the capitals of the world and why Jerusalem is the most special of them all! 

This weeks Snif will be starting right after Mincha! If in need of walking groups please approach Eliav Saban, Ariel Cohen, Malka 

Cohen, and/or Meir Cohen! week!  

Mikve 

We would like to inform our members that the Mikve will continue to be closed for renovations until: Friday December 14, 2018. 

Our sincerest appreciation is extended to our President Meyer Keslassy and his children,  for their benevolent gesture in covering 

the cost of the renovations undertaken, in loving memory of Perla Keslassy Z”L. 

Siyum Daf Yomi 

Please join us at Seduah Shelishit for our Siyum of Masechet Menachot. 

FINANCIAL PROPOSAL : 

Last Monday night, November 26 2018,  we held an information meeting where one of our Founders, Sam Serruya, made public 

his proposal to discharge the existing Mortgage and line of credit of approximately $ 4 Millions. Sam and our President made the 

presentation and  answered  questions from the attendance. The members that attended the meeting accepted the pro-

posal almost by unanimity. 

On behalf of the President, the Board of Directors and the members of SEF we would like to thank the Ser-

ruya family for their generous proposal. 

5th Annual Hanukah Bingo - Saturday December 8th, 2018 - 7PM 

The community is invited for fun, games and fatty treats as we celebrate Hanukah with a entertaining game of 

Bingo. Motsae Shabbat December 8th @ 7PM. Admission is free. Food and Bingo cards for sale. (proceeds from 

Bingo cards will fund future Youth Programming at the SKC). 

 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at 

(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



Shabat Hanuka 

Hanuka is celebrated for eight days to commemorate the miracle of the 

oil.  All that was left of the pure oil after the Syrian-Greek desecrations 

was a one-day supply, but it burned miraculously for eight days, until a 

fresh supply became available. In one of the most famous questions in 

Rabbinic literature, Rebbi Yosef Karo (Orah Chaim 670) raises a basic 

difficulty with this reason: 

QUESTION: Since the untainted jug contained enough oil to burn natu-

rally for one night, nothing miraculous happened on the first night that 

the Cohanim kindled the Menorah. Since the miraculous nature of the 

burning was only on the following seven days. Why do we celebrate 

eight days? Rebbi Yosef Karo himself offered three possible answers, 

among the numerous other interpretations of Hahamim down through 

the years. The following is a sampling of such answers, beginning with 

the three of Rebbi Yosef Karo.  

ANSWERS: 

1. Had the Cohanim used all the oil on the first night, they would have 

been forced to leave the Menorah unlit for the following week. Instead, 

they decided to use one eighth of the oil each night until they could 

obtain a new supply. But instead of the flames going out during the 

night, the Menorah remained lit until morning, as if its cups had been 

filled with oil. Thus, a miracle occurred every night (Rebbi Yosef Karo). 

2. After they filled all the cups of the Menorah, the Cohanim found that 

a miracle had happened – the jug of oil had remained brimful (Rebbi 

Yosef Karo). 

3. In a variation of the previous answer, Rebbi Yosef Karo suggests that 

each morning the Cohanim found that the cups of the Menorah were 

still full of oil, even after having burned all night (Rebbi Yosef Karo). 

4. Zohar states a principle that Hashem performs a miracle only on 

something that already exists in some measure; thus, for example, a 

partially filled jar can become full miraculously but Hashem does not 

fill a jar that is totally empty. According to this rule, we must assume 

that after the first night’s burning, some oil had to be left, despite the 

fact that it had burned for the full duration. The first day’s miracle was 

that this remnant remained. On the succeeding days, this remnant 

burned for a full night (Turey Zahab). 

5. True, the miracle of the oil did not begin until the second day and 

lasted for lonely seven days, but the Sages designated the first day of 

Hanukah as a festival in commemoration of the miraculous victory over 

the massive Syrian-Greek legions (Peri Hadash). 

Vayeshev 5779 – Negotiations 
 )לז:ד( ”וישנאו אותו ולא יכלו דברו לשלום“

“And they hated him, and they were not able to speak to him for 
peace.” (37:4) 

                  How many times do negotiations get ugly? Ugly, to the 

point, that hatred for the other party ensues. Each side is firm on their 

stance, not budging from their beliefs. Results from such a conflict can 

vary. Either one side gives in or they remain in a stalemate which not 

only affects their own relationship but has a direct effect on people on 

the outside. In the beginning of this week’s parasha we see exactly 

that. Yosef sees his brothers performing questionable acts. He relays 

this to his father. The brothers, in defense, feel that not only were the 

actions they committed permitted, but Yosef had no right to slander 

them to their father. The result: Hatred towards Yosef and an eventual 

sale to Egypt. Where were the negotiations? Why couldn’t they come to 

terms to make peace and avoid this catastrophe? 

                  Rabbi Yonatan Eibeshitz says that if the brothers would 

have simply spoke to each other, they would have been able to make 

peace. The problem was that they hated each other so much, they 

couldn’t even get to the “talking point.” This is based on the aforemen-

tioned verse. Unfortunately, when people are in the midst of a feud, 

they can’t even get to talking terms and won’t listen to the opinions of 

the other side. If a conversation would have taken place, it may have 

meant that Yosef or the brothers would have offered an apology and 

the other side would have reciprocated. 

The truth is that often people think they’re arguing about something 

but in reality, they actually agree to most points. When involved in a 

heated dispute, one should first talk things over and come to this reali-

zation and even if they still disagree in the end, the heavy emotions 

would be greatly diminished. No matter which level of representation 

you are in: unions, board of directors, sports contracts etc, the mo-

ment you hear clearly how the other person views the situation, you 

will se why he thingks as he does and you yourself will look at it differ-

ently. Here’s to working together as one!  

Hanukah: The Shamash 

The Shulhan Aruch rules (671:5) that one must light an additional can-

dle, called a Shamash, alongside the other Hanukah candles. This in-

sures that any benefit one may receive from the light of the Menorah, 

in essence, is derived only from that extra candle, and it is therefore 

permitted. However, the Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 

1833-1909) cites the Kab HaYashar who holds that even the Shamash 

may not be benefitted from. Hacham Ovadia adamantly rejects this and 

explains that the entire purpose of the Shamash is to benefit from its 

light.  

 

The Be’ur Halacha (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin, 1839-1933) brings 

Rashi's explanation that a Shamash is lit for a "HeKera"-to distinguish. 

That is, it is designed to demonstrate that the candles are lit for the 

Misva, and the other candle, the Shamash, is for light. Even if he does 

not need to use the light of a candle, he must show that he has other 

options if the need would arise. Accordingly, he continues, since the 

Menorah is no longer lit on the table, but rather by the windows or 

doors, it is clear that the lighting is for the Misva. Therefore, technical-

ly, there would be no need for the Shamash. All the more so today, the 

use of electric lights shows that the Hanukah lights are only for the 

Misva and not for light. Nevertheless, he concludes that the prevalent 

custom is that everyone lights an additional candle.  

 

There is a significant difference between the way Ashkenazim and Se-

pharadim use the Shamash. The Ashkenazim use the Shamash to light 

the other candles, and since it is used to serve the other candles, it is 

clearly not one of the Hanukah lights. Sepharadim, on the other hand, 

use candles to light the Shamash, and therefore it is not evident that 

the Shamash is not one the Hanukah candles. Therefore, one should 

put the Shamash higher, lower or off to the side of the other candles to 

show that the Shamash is not part of the Hanukah candles. 

 

The Be'ur Halacha (Siman 673) points out another difference between 

the Sepharadim and the Ashkenazim. According to the Sepharadim, 

even though the Shamash is lit, one may not benefit from the candles; 

he may only use the light of the Shamash. Per the Ashkenazim, the 

Rama rules that through the lighting of the Shamash, all the candles 

become permitted to benefit from. In any event, it is best to refrain 

from benefiting from the Menorah. Benefit refers to practical uses such 

as reading and counting money, but it is permitted to gaze at the can-

dle to derive aesthetic pleasure.  

 

SUMMARY 

One must light a Shamash, even if he has electric lights. One should 

refrain from benefiting from the Menorah but may benefit from the 

Shamash. The Shamash should be placed in a different position than 

the rest of the candles. 

 

 

 



  

Abir Yaakob Congregation 

Cordially invite the Men and Women including children to the 

Hilula of Haadmor Rebbi Yaakob Abuhatzira ZTKL 

19 Tebet, 5779 

Thursday December 27th, 2018 

Arbit starting at 6:30 PM 

 

Dinner graciously sponsored by Jacques and Biba Benquesus 

RSVP no later than Monday December 24th, 2018 

 
Please contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 200, or email jdayan@kehilacentre.com 

for more information or booking 




