FAQs

Frequently Asked Questions

This year putsall of us in an extraordinary positionn regard toa number ofpractices
which opens the door to possible leniencies regardingal/akhic requirements that
would be too taxing or in some casesimpossible to fulfil. Here are the most common
guestions o if you have any more, please reach out to Rabbi Leme
(rabbilerner@yije.org.

1. Tevilat Keilim

Question:

16 vbeught newpots or pans for Pesach this yaad many of theni Kk \foa k&@ilont

are closedvhat should | be doing?

Answer:

1. If you are able tget to a natural body of watenile ensuring your safety and
maintaiing socialdistancing measufegmmersingtems inabayor oceangor a
lake pushing the itenmtselow the top few inches$ wate) works.

2. The most practicatecommendation for thigearas advi sed by
Schachter, t® renderyournew b j ect s h al a khbefk@cTadolthis 06
one ideally needs an audience of preeplefrom the local argavo of whomare
kosher withesse) observe the gesture d$possessiofdoing so over Zoom
or even via an emaiprks for these purpoge®ne shouldhave in mind not to
re-acquire the items when using th@nce immersing the items in a mikvah
becomes a possibilityneoshould iddlg mentallyre-acquire these iterasd take
them for immersion without makingpracha will make our nightl9.15pmZoom
Ma 0 anroppertunity for anyone wishing to dedareitem#efker

3. Ifyou have not yet purchased these new utensils but plan tardbysn) are able
to use a credit card at the time of purdihdeere in mind when swiping the card
that you do not yet wish to acquire ownership of the utensil. This again will exempt
you fran immersiorat present because you are only borrowing it for now.
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2. Mekhirat Chametz

Question:

Under circumstances sdcialdistancing measurdé®w can huthorizeny Rabbi to

sdl my chametz?

Answers:

1. Unlike the actual sale diametm the norJewthe process of appoinh g oneds
Rabbi as an agemed not be performed in perBatihe Rabbd Ifting of the pen
(or other object) is less an offidayatithan a customary gesture to concretize
genuine intentvhich can beompensatefr with an affirmation oéxtra wording
in the document of appointmeRabbi Lerner has set up an online f@rink
here) tofill-infi with the assistance of the CRC (Chicago Rabbincal Council), which
includes extra wordimg ensure serious intelfityou are unable to access an online
form, pleaseontact the Rabbi and he will ensure your inclusion in the sale
remotely
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2. Thereare some who have the custom not tcoskdmetz ganorRe al ol e v e n «
foodstuffs that are pure chametz, as opposed to merely having chametz among the
ingredients but to remove it all from their homesisTyear, & Schachtdras
ruled that, if one is concerned about maintaining stock, amegtect this custom
and there is no need for a fortatarat nedaf@mmnulment of vows as there is
usually when giving up a ldmgld custory asthis is not a breach of the
commitmento the custom, but rathemaique circumstance not included under
the terms of the initial commitment.

3. Bedikat Chametz
Question:
Should one daveM a 6 bheffore wr after doing the bedika
Answer:
Fundamentallyjtber is fineThis year we will hold a special 8pm communal Zoom
Ma 0 ,anrorder to daven together and set the tone and then do our own searches in
our own homes.

4. Biur Chametz
Question:
There will be no public burnsitis yedi what should | do to destrtlye designated
chametz?
Answer:
One i s encouraged not ,unless oma lkas coffitrolledensly i n
of doing it. The best suggestion is to ferslall amounts of broken apametiown
the toilet.

5. T a 0 éBakharot

Question:

| am abechidrhow could | absolve myself from thex 6 @n Erevt Pesabls year?

Answer:

1. One hagwo options First, one can chose to study a short traofatalmud and
make a si yyuina rumberofeactess havev madeseries of
accessiblghiurim orMlasechet Tafthe shortedtactatepvailable for this purpose
for this yearClick herefor a single 3 and a half hours shiur that completes the
masetatirom Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner (Rosh Kollel of the Tordotdorah
Mitzion Kollel) Second one canparticipatein a 0 Z siyyuiitthis year
presenting extenuating circumstances, Rav Schachter has ruled that participation
would exempt one from fasting. YIJE will be offeringdwom &iyyumion the
morning of April 8, one aBam and another &am.

2. If one is unable to participaie siyyum( o f oneds gwe or |
recommendation is not to fast this year in anyfewenas to maintain the best
possible health.
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6. Yom Tov Preparations

Question:

| usually make an extra effort to purchase new clothggtaatthircutbefore Yom

Tovil should | endeavor to do the same this year?

Answer:

1. Thebest preparation fofom tothis year is to ensure scdigtancing as a form
of pikuach nefegiurchase onlthe minimum that you need féom Towlease
God, we will celebrate together in the not too distant future andahave
opportunity to express our gratitidéiaShem

2. Do not get a haircut nounless someone in your household can do it for you)
and if the situation improvbyg thenit is likely that rabbinic consensus will permit
haircuts duringefirah

7. SederNight

Questians

The health and halakhicdance has beenhiold £demwhereveone is livingvithout

any guestdriends or family (see next paff@e heard that some are perimgttthe

use of Zoonfor the sedeiis that true?

Answer:

U Itis true that a small group of rabbissradl published a letter suggestimaf this
year it would be permissible to use Zoom for the sedavoida ®nse of
lonelinessThat view hasnot been endorsed by thmajority of mainstream
halakhistgand a numbeof the authors have since clarified their po¥itiarmile
of coursein cags ofpikuach nefeshpermithe use ofelectricity orshabbaind
Yom Touwhat would applyo cases of isolation onfythere is aealisticrisk of
someone taking tle@wn life.If you know of anyone in that circunmste, please
reach out to meanmediately

U For manymanypeoplethe Sedamwill feel quieter anahore solitaryhan usual
and we suggetsto ways of tryingp compensat€l)find ways to havpre-seder
virtual gettogethes with friends and famjlgnd(2) male the sedien nights of
personal disasery and study read thenhagadd@#hnew ways and share yaleas
onceYomTous overAskyourfamilyor friendsto senddeas opicturesor Divrei
Toralor sbries in advander you toprint anchaveat the table can also be a deeply
meaningful way to feel the presence of others even in their absence.

U Inthis spirif we as a communityare inviting everyonesendsubmit small stories,
thoughts, poems, pictures, idedmiilda packet that we can send round in advance
for everyone to have at their sadblesSend submissions to:

huggaddah@yije.org
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