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June 26, 2018 

  

Dear Member, 

  

The Rabbinic Transition Committee is happy to provide an update to you. On Tuesday, June 19, 

2018, we held our open forum meeting facilitated by Rabbi Binyamin Hammer of National Council 

of Young Israel. Approximately 62 people attended the meeting, 14 people chose to speak. For 

informational purposes, we have attached the guidelines that were presented at the open forum 

meeting. A lot of good data was collected. The RTC took copious notes and we are currently 

digesting the information. Many members spoke of the unique qualities of the Young Israel of 

Jamaica Estates, particularly the culture of chessed the Rabbi and Karen have created, and how 

important it will be to continue this tradition. We thank all those who participated. 

  

Our next step will be to craft a survey to be sent to the entire membership. We have engaged 

Yeshiva University's Center for the Jewish Future/RIETS to assist in this endeavor. We expect the 

survey to open in mid-July. 

  

Please continue to send your comments to transition@yije.org. 

  

Thanks 

  

Judy and Asher 
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF JAMAICA ESTATES 

Rabbinic Transition Open Forum Meeting 

June 19, 2018 

Guidelines 

 

Thank you for attending the Rabbinic Transition Open Forum Meeting. The intent of this 

meeting is to initiate the gathering of input from the membership to assist the Rabbinic 

Transition Committee (“RTC”) in formulating a Rabbinic Survey and in drafting a job 

description. Additionally, we will summarize our findings in a report to be provided to the 

Rabbinic Search Committee ("RSC"). 

The meeting will be facilitated by Rabbi Binyamin Hammer of the National Council of Young 

Israel. The plan for this evening is to allow anyone who wants to speak an opportunity to do so. 

In order to accomplish this objective and in the spirit of fairness, we ask (1) that you keep your 

comments to two minutes and (2) refrain from speaking a second time before all have had a 

chance to speak once, or as permitted by Rabbi Hammer. As the primary purpose of this meeting 

is information gathering, specific questions might not be answered tonight. Rest assured we are 

taking your comments into account. The members of the RTC are: Judy Berman, Asher 

Abramovitz, Arthur Quint, Sue Mandelstam, Mark Bienstock, Ari Levine, Tzipporah Boim and 

Yael Schreiber. 

There will be a maariv minyan at the conclusion of the meeting. 

We look forward to hearing your thoughts. 

As a reminder, these were the questions provided as guidance for discussion: 

1. What are the strengths/weakness of our community that you want our next Rabbi to address? 
What role do you see yourself playing in attaining these goals? 

2. What do you see as the most important aspects that will predict success for the next Rabbi? 
How can you help accomplish this success? 

3. What role should the YIJE, and it’s Rabbi in particular, play in relating to the greater community 
at large?  

4. What do you believe are the biggest challenges facing our Shul? 

Feel free to send comments to transition@yije.org. If you’d like to share comments 

anonymously, please record your comments below and drop off this form in the shul mail slot. 

The RTC will collect all forms from the office.  

Comments: 

 


