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30 Shevat, 5779 
February 5, 2019 
 
Dear Member, 

We are pleased to share the results of the search process that had begun months ago initially by 
the Rabbinic Transition Committee. Thank you to Judy Berman, Asher Abramovitz and the entire 
RTC for laying the groundwork that allowed us to do our job. They surveyed the membership and 
created the job description that we used as our guide to identify candidates for our next Rav. We 
thank them for their hard work and guidance in this endeavor. 

We also want to thank the our committee members who spent countless hours participating in 
meetings, phone calls and video conferences. Special thanks to their spouses who allowed them 
these many hours, and due to the confidentiality letters signed, were unable to inquire about the 
progress. The committee members are, Ilana Friedman, Elin Freilch, Tamara Kaynan, Rivky Orlow, 
Moshe Rosner, Asher Miller, Noam Mishkoff, Michael Schreiber, Michael Reichwald and ex-officio 
Sam Herskowitz who attended nearly every meeting and guided us throughout the process. 
Special thanks to our wives, Gita and Chanie who gave up their living rooms, dining rooms and 
dens while having to make themselves absent during these meetings. 

In addition to posting the position to various Rabbinic placement agencies and our own website, 
we received suggested candidates from shul members and reached out to all of them. 

In all, we reviewed twenty six resumes and cover letters, held phone conferences with twelve 
candidates and conducted seven face to face interviews. The committee then selected finalists 
based on the RTC prepared, and Board approved, job description; their scholarship, warmth and 
the criteria set by the community surveys. 

Before inviting finalists for a shabbat visit, the contract committee conferred with each candidate to 
be certain that, if selected by the congregation, the financial package would be acceptable to them. 

Of course, there is no single candidate that possesses every desired characteristic outlined by the 
survey. However, we have been blessed with three excellent candidates who exemplify many of 
the top criteria and reflect the consensus of the committee. While we may have individual 
preferences, whichever candidate is chosen by the membership will have the complete support of 
the committee. Each has their own strengths and we are confident that any one of them would 
make a great next Rav of our community. 

The three Rabbinic Candidates are: 
Rabbi Dov Lerner: Assistant Rabbi at Congregation K.I.N.S., Chicago, IL 
Rabbi Elliot Schrier: Rabbi at the Albert Einstein Synagogue, Bronx, NY 
Rabbi Yosef Sharbat: Associate Rabbi at Congregation AABJD, West Orange , NJ 

Complete profiles of our candidates, along with photos, are available under resources in the 
Rabbinic Transition section of the YIJE website at yije.org. 

The Shabbat visits will take place on February 23, March 2 and March 9th. Shabbat schedule and 
other FAQs are also available at the Rabbinic Transition page. 

Men, Women and children are invited to all Shabbat visit events. We will be distributing a 
worksheet based on the survey priorities to help you evaluate each candidate. This is for your 
personal use to keep track of your own impressions after each candidate’s weekend. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=83-10+188th+Street+%0D%0A+Jamaica+Estates,+NY+11423&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=83-10+188th+Street+%0D%0A+Jamaica+Estates,+NY+11423&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.yije.org/rabbinic-job-description.html
https://www.yije.org/rabbinic-candidates
https://www.yije.org/rabbinic-transition.html


After the final Shabbat visit, a controlled electronic survey will be conducted to determine our top 
candidate. 

Now it is your turn. We have arranged for three rising stars of the orthodox rabbinate to visit our 
community. It is now our collective responsibility to make them see becoming our next Rav as their 
dream position and Jamaica Estates as the wonderful place we know it is to raise a family. 

Please remember that the selection process is a two way street, we will choose the next Rav of 
YIJE, but he and his family must be impressed with us as well. Please participate, be involved and 
stay engaged during the remaining months of the process. 

This is our opportunity to come together as a community and take the necessary steps forward to 
preserve our place presently and in the future as the center of Jewish life in Jamaica Estates. 

As always, we welcome you to communicate directly with the committee at search@yije.org. 

 
Respectfully, 

Jay Lisker & Gerry Zahtz 
Chairs, Rabbinic Search Committee 

P.S. Be sure to review the complete candidate profiles under Rabbinic Transition at yije.org. 
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