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Tishrei-Cheshvan
5779

From the Rabbi’s Desk

Once again the holidays are upon us and already over. As always we approach them filled with momnets of selfreflection and reverence. Did we meet the requirements of being a good Jew? Did we behave in a
“Menchlichdika”fashion to our family and friends? Were we charitable? Did we set aside time for prayer and
commitment to Hashem?
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur allow us to reset our lives. Rosh Hashanah flocuses on creativity. It is the time
that we appreciate G-d’s creation.
We remember and relish in the fact that we were created in G-d’s image. There is a divine component to that.
This creation is fluid. It can almost be compared to molding clay. We can refashion & recreate this image every
year; and that my friends, is one of the beauties of Rosh Hashanah.
A new beginning, how awesome! A new opportunity to do mitzvot/good deeds; and to say a Shehecheyanu,
over a new piece of fruit. A new beginning for relationships that have weakened, and a resurgence in
relationships that continue to flourish. Rosh Hashanah sets the stage for all this creativity to emerge.
Yom Kippur, on the other hand is all about the commitment to our creativity. In order to recreate, we must first
turn inwards, and admit to the vows we have broken. We need to compartmentalize and realize the promises
that have fallen short to Hashem, our loved ones and to ourselves.
We are reflective. We know that we could have done better. We don’t allow ourselves the luxury of “crying over
spilt milk.” Instead, we face our imperfections. We re-energize & most importantly we come to B.I.S. to
strengthen our resolve for the coming year. We “Klop Chatassi”- we pound or chests & start again. We follow in
G-d’s stead & grant forgiveness to those seeking our pardon, after all, we are made in G-d’s image & just as He
accepts our weaknesses & mistakes, we extend the same compassion to others.
The themes of creativity & commitment frame our personal spiritual journeys this holiday time along with our
communal mission. The vitality of B’Nai Israel Synagogue is contingent upon long-term commitments that insist
on us collaboratively finding long term answers to old problems. Our dedication to our Congregation to educate
and to Israel remain our focus & will continue to be our highest priority. We will work together to pilot new
ideas to meet the needs of a vastly changing world.
I hope that the year ahead brings positive encounters and creative approaches to all our interactions and
concerns. Most of all, Susan and I wish each one of you a sweet year filled with health and happiness. May this
year be a year of blessing for all the Jewish people and all of humanity. Amen.
Shana Tova Umituka,
A sweet year,
Rabbi Samuel Waidenbaum
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Acting-President’s Message
To my fellow congregants:
The month of high holy days and the festival of
Sukkoth in the months of Elul and Tishri are past, but
far from forgotten. Services were wonderfully
conducted by Rabbi Waidenbaum with the able
assistance of Helen Adamson on the bimah and Alan
Shamaria as usher. The sumptuous meals planned by
culinary artistic director Kate Lollar and team – Faye
Rosenbaum, Karyn Imrich, Shelly Landau, Jerri
Mobley, Josie Roberts, Lori Ripps and Stephanie
Gaffney- for the two days of Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. Those were in addition to regular erev
Shabbat onegs and Shabbat kiddushes. The bimah
and social hall were graced by a magnificent floral
display donated by Esther Allen, Marty Libowsky,
Kate and Leonard Lollar, Gene, Faye and Joe
Rosenbaum, Lori and Barry Ripps, Faye and Scott
Rickoff, and Jean and yours truly.
Special thanks go out to Sam and Phyllis Bearman
who provided the underwriting of the magnificent
lounge area furnishings and carpeting selected by
Acting Vice President Karin Imrich and Kate Lollar
that completed the cleanup of the area.
The audio during the services was crystal clear and
could be heard throughout the sanctuary, credit that
to the professional skills and advice of sound expert
Kohl Rabin, a legacy of his late father, Stanley of
blessed memory. We repositioned the Bose
Speakers and purchased an updated mixer and
attached a spare amplifier.
If we did have little debris from the Tropical Storm
that shared my last name – Gordon – credit that to
the project management skills of Acting Vice
President Karyn Imrich and the tree trimming and

removal by George West, LLC, Blades of Steel which
handles both our cemetery and synagogue grounds
keeping coupled with the power washing of the
exterior walks and apron areas by Northwest Florida
Handyman Services, LLC.
Our High Holiday appeal hit its target before Yom
Kippur thanks to the generosity of the members and
alumni. However, as I pointed out during my bimah
comments on the first day of Rosh Hashanah we still
have leaks from the tower and roof in the main
sanctuary, foyer, social hall and kitchen area. To
that end we have retained the professional services
of Arcadia ICR, LLC team who inspected and
identified the problem areas. A report is scheduled
for delivery on suggested projects, replete with bid
specifications and estimated costs for contractor
building for what we call our major #save our Shul
fund raiser. Take a look at the pictures of the Arcadia
inspection in this edition (next page).
As a prelude to the #save our Shul fund raiser, a
Shabbaton is planned over the extended weekend of
November 16 to 19. Our guest rabbi is a long term
family friend and spiritual leader of Congregation of
Ahavath Torah, Rabbi Jonathan Hausman. On
Monday evening, we will hold a recorded interview
before a live audience with Rabbi Hausman by yours
truly and Rod Reuven Dovid Bryant from Houston,
Texas co- hosts of the weekly Israel News Talk Radio
– Beyond the Matrix which is heard globally in more
than 190 countries.
Finally, we are pleased to announce the board
appointment of both Helen Adamson and Paul
Unterweger as interim members until the November
2018 annual congregational meeting affirms their
full terms.

See you in shul,
Jerry Gordon
Acting President
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Selected Pictures from Leak Investigation for the #SaveOurShul project

Sanctuary Leak Damage

Tower Louvers and
Roof Drain Pipes

Damaged Tower Louvers

Tower vegetation growth

Source of Sanctuary Leak

Kitchen Roof with Leaking
Hood
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Foyer Ceiling Damage

Tower Mortar Damage

Tower Door Silicon Damage

Roof Condition

Brick Deterioration

HVAC Equip. In Tower

The Shul gets a bath: Before and after Power Wash Pictures:
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Thank You for Good Friends Working Together!

Stir it Up!

Chop Chop Gerry!

Making fun memories!

Still smiling!

Let’s talk about this!

Rick on a mission….
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We’ve got this…..

Run Karen Run!

Rabbi Waidenbaum for wonderful services. Helen Adamson for your awesome coordination and
patience. Herman Davies for excellent Shofar blowing. Gerry Goldstein for the Haftorah chantings and
Torah Readings. The Pensacola Police Department for security measures.
Additionally, the following individuals provided a great deal of help with the preparation for the Holy
Days and in making the Synagogue beautiful:
Kate Lollar, Karyn Imrich, Shelly Landau, Jerry Gordon, Rick Longoria, Samuel and Phyllis Bearman,
Kohl Rabin, Jerri Mobley, Faye and Joe Rosenbaum, Paul Unterweger, Stephanie Gaffney, Alan
Shemaria, Josie Roberts, Lori Ripps, and Gerry Goldstein.
The flowers were lovely- Thanks to Esther Allen, Marty Libowsky, Kate and Leonard Lollar, Gene, Faye,
and Joe Rosenbaum, Lori and Barry Ripps, Faye and Scott Rikoff, and Jean and Jerry Gordon.
The Sukkah looked lovely, thank you to Gene Rosenbaum, Faye and Joe Rosenbaum, Ben and
Benjamin Nettles, Shelly Landau, Alan Shemaria, Cara Shemaria, Maytal Baurberg, Kohl Rabin, and
Sally Rudd. It looked beautiful and everyone had a good time!
And finally, we would like to extend a special thank you to Cindy Varley and Lora Konzelman, who are
in charge of cleaning the Synagogue and Bearman building. They are doing a fantastic job!
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B’nai Israel Members Recollections of 9/11
The national commemoration of 9/11 occurred
on the second day of Rosh Hashanah, 2018.
Acting President, Jerry Gordon was an
eyewitness to 9/11 in New York City that fateful
day 17 years ago. Helen Adamson and Rabbi
Waidenbaum also recalled their experiences in
this national tragedy perpetrated by 19 Al
Qaeda Muslim terrorists from Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Yemen. They hijacked four airliners –
Flights 11 and 175 from Boston’s Logan Airport
that were deliberately flown into and destroyed
the twin towers of the World Trade Center in
lower Manhattan; Flight 77, that originated
from Dulles Airport in Virginia, was flown into
the Pentagon and Flight 93, that originated at
Newark Airport in New Jersey, but whose
passengers overpowered the hijackers forcing
the aircraft to crash in Shanksville, Pennsylvania
instead of intended targets of The US Capitol
and White House in our Nation’s Capitol. There
were 2, 977 killed and more than 6,000 were
injured, including brave first responders, police
and fire personnel.
President and First Lady Melania Trump
dedicated a memorial to the heroes of Flight 93
at Shanksville, Pennsylvania – a 93 foot tower
with 40 wind chimes- representing the 40
passengers on that flight. The memorial to the
184 killed at the Pentagon was dedicated by
President Bush on September 11, 2008. The
9/11 Memorial & Museum in lower Manhattan
at the site of the former World Trade Center
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was dedicated on May 15, 2014 by New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and President
Obama.
The following were highlights of remarks by
Jerry Gordon, Helen Adamson, and Rabbi
Waidenbaum:
Jerry Gordon was attending a board meeting of
the New York Chapter of the American Jewish
Committee when an aide burst into the meeting
shortly after the first plane hit the north tower
at 8:46 AM with the news of the plane plunging
into the north tower. He immediately thought
of a fellow board member whose law offices
were located on the 84th floor of the North
Tower who survived and was notified by
Gordon’s relatives in Israel. He spoke of the
head of the firm on the 107st floor of the north
tower of the World Trade Center who drove his
son to school and arrived later than usual only
to find out that 80 percent of the firm’s
employees were killed. The CEO persevered
running operations out of London and
rebuilding the firm and compensating the
victims’ families. Gordon said that among the
dead were Jews, Christians, Muslims, Buddhists
and Hindus. Gordon immediately joined his son
and members of the latter’s law firm on a 38th
floor overlook in a midtown building watching
the fall of the towers forming mushroom clouds
from the debris speculating on how many were
killed and injured. Later he would meet

survivors of the attack on the north tower on
the first train out of Manhattan covered in ash
speaking of the horrors of that day.

World Trade Center to his offices in mid-town
Manhattan. Later that same day she received
word that he had arrived safely in Manhattan.

Helen Adamson was working at firm in
Sarasota, Florida near the airport when
President Bush was visiting the Booker School
that fateful day. She recalled being close
enough to see faces in Air Force One as it took
off seeking more secure locations. She reached
out to a relative who lived in Jersey City, New
Jersey, who she knew would take the cross
Hudson Path Tube Subway underneath the

Rabbi Waidenbaum’s daughter was delayed for
her first day at work in lower Manhattan, which
he said saved her life that day from the attack.
Editor note: Many people when asked about
9/11 recall exactly what they were doing at the
time of the attacks on America. We must never
forget!

Prayer for Peace
Let the rain come and wash away the ancient grudges, the bitter hatreds held and nurtured over
generations.
Let the rain wash away the memory of the hurt, the neglect.
Then let the sun come out and fill the sky with rainbows.
Let the warmth of the sun heal us wherever we are broken.
Let it burn away the fog so that we can see each other clearly.
So that we can see beyond labels, beyond accents, gender or skin color.
Let the warmth and brightness of the sun melt our selfishness.
So that we can share the joys and feel the sorrows of our neighbors.
And let the light of the sun be so strong that we will see all people as our neighbors.
Let the earth, nourished by rain, bring forth flowers to surround us with beauty.
And let the mountains teach our hearts to reach upward to heaven.
- Rabbi Harold Kushner
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September

October

2 Jerry Gordon

3 Norm Feinberg

4 Allison Davies
7 Erik Lollar
8 Hannah Ripps
12 Maytal Baurberg
27 Micha Rosenbaum

4 Scott Rickoff
5 Isaak Reznitskii
8 Herman Davies
10 Marvin Kaiman
11 Joe Rosenbaum

27 Marsha Fish
28 Marvin Fish

13 Kate Lollar
14 Leonard Lollar
17 Frank Kay
18 Al Shemaria
18 Dana Rickoff
28 Jeffrey Landau

September
2 Carol and Roy Masters
October
11 Leonard and Doreen Swartz
30 Avi and Rivka Baurberg
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September
Sep 6 / 26 Elul
Sep 10 / 1 Tishrei
Sep 24 / 15 Tishrei
Sep 24 / 15 Tishrei
Sep 24 / 15 Tishrei

Gertrude Feinberg
Sarah Schwartzberg
Martin Louis Levin
Esther bas Fieval Lieb
Frances Beck

Sep 25 / 16 Tishrei
Sep 28 / 19 Tishrei
Sep 30 / 21 Tishrei

Ramon L. Ordon
Leonard Fruchtman
Samuel Beck

Oct 3 / 24 Tishrei
Oct 4 / 25 Tishrei
Oct 5 / 26 Tishrei
Oct 11 / 2 Cheshvan

Joseph Kay
Beverly Cooper Ripps
Frieda Chorney
Joseph Katz

Oct 11 / 2 Cheshvan
Oct 18 / 9 Cheshvan
Oct 19 / 10 Cheshvan
Oct 23 / 14 Cheshvan
Oct 31 / 22 Cheshvan

Yosef Baurberg
Joseph Levant
Naomi Rabinowitz
Harry Ellis
Sophie Spector

October
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Kever Avot B’Nai Israel Cemetery

Tashlich At Bayview Park
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Secretary: Stephanie Gaffney
Treasurer: Shelly Landau
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Benjamin Nettles

DONATIONS:
Please send this form along with your check to B’Nai Israel Synagogue, P.O. Box 9002, Pensacola, FL, 35213-9002.

o General Fund
o Cemetery Fund
o Building Fund
o Education and Scholarship
o Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge to ________________________________________________________________________________
Donated by ____________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________ Zip ________________________
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