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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
VIKKI GOLDSTEIN, SYNAGOGUE PRESIDENT

Remodel Update, Farewell to the Kays’ and Safety at the Shul
I hope everyone had a joyous Chanukah!

services recently you may have noticed the presence of
law enforcement. The safety of our congregants is my
priority. After conferring with county and city law enforcement of a situation this temporary response was
deemed a necessary safeguard. I am very thankful for
their assistance and communication in this matter. I also
requested and received a security survey of the building
which was completed by the Escambia County Sheriffs
Office. In addition we discussed long term emergency
and security planning where I was also provided information on developing Emergency Operation Plan for A
House of Worship. This includes fire, natural disasters,
active shooter situations and more. We all have emergency plans at our place of employment; we should also
have written policy for our sanctuary. I am creating a
security committee to address this planning. If you are
interested in serving on this committee please contact
me as soon as possible. I wish to move forward timely.

There is a lot of activity at B'nai Israel! Demolition of the
old HVAC system and the initial preparation for the new
HVAC system has begun. The kitchen committee has also been busy planning for the new appliances and pantry.
Once the HVAC system is in place we will begin the
kitchen remodel. In the very near future we will be ready
to host more social events for all to enjoy and celebrate
our wonderful community.
We have enjoyed celebrating the Bat Mitzvah of Maytal
Baurberg and congratulate her on the beautiful conduction of services and chanting of Torah. Mazel Tov! We
are all so very proud of you!

We celebrated Frank and Joanie Kay's wedding anniversary as we also face saying goodbye. Frank and Joanie
have been an intricate part of our B'nai Israel family and
actively served in so many ways. Their presence will be
greatly missed! Frank served as a Past President, has alThank you for allowing me to serve as your President.
ways been an active Men's Club and Board member, past Benjamin and I look forward to even more accomplishcemetery chair, served on Chevra Kedusha committee
ments over the next year.
and dedicated Saturday service attendee with the honor
of opening/closing the ark and carrying the Toarh. Joanie
has been a dedicated member of Sisterhood, board member, membership committee chair as well as Chevra KeShalom,
dusha committee member and dedicated Saturday serVikki Goldstein
vice attendee. We are saddened that they are moving
from the area but wish them all the best in their new
home!!
We also have had some challenges. If you have attended
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Thank You

The Baurberg family would like to thank everyone that came to Maytal's Bat Mitzvah to celebrate with us on December 19, 2015. We want
to thank Rabbi Israel Vanna for his time, patience and care in preparing Maytal for this special event. Very special and heartfelt thanks to
Kate Lollar, Rosemary Lieberman and all of the Sisterhood who worked
very hard to prepare the food and the beautiful decorations for this
event. You are all very appreciated!
Thank you.
Rivkah Avi and Maytal
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FROM OUR SHLICHA
TAL ITZHAKOV
A new year starts! The Jews celebrate Rosh
H'ashana as the beginning of the year, but I want
you to know that even in Israel the majority of
the people use the Gregorian calendar as an
integral part of their lives. The kids at schools
write every day in their notebooks the date
according to both: Hebrew and Gregorian
calendars. New Year's celebrations have become
very popular over the years in our country! It is
celebrated by parties in night clubs and social
meetings. Immigrants ("olim") from the PostSoviet states gather and celebrate " Novyy
God" (the Russian version of the holiday) by
eating a big dinner with a variety of traditional
Russian cuisine!

Shevat, is also the birthday to the Knesset in
Israel. Exactly 67 years ago, the Israeli House of
Representatives convened for the first time in an
act that marked the beginning of the modern
B’nai Israel and Temple Beth El Youth Group

Israeli democracy, in a true attempt to create a
model Jewish society in the holy land.

At this opportunity, on January 25th, Rotem
Malach, both a licensed attorney and a teacher
will come to our community for the following
workshop- Judicial activism in Israel: The
Supreme Court involvement in defending and
shaping the Jewish and democratic identity of
the State of Israel. Tu BiShvat is definitely a
This month we will celebrate another beginning, great opportunity to discuss democracy!
a Jewish one- "Tu BiShvat": Rosh HaShanah I wish you a wonderful year full of positive new
La'Ilanot- New Year of the Trees. Tu B’Shevat beginnings!
marks the end of one agricultural season, and
celebrates the revival of nature. Tu B’Shevat is
an opportunity to appreciate the connection
Cafe Israel
between humankind and the earth. Therefore, a
popular way to celebrate the holiday in Israel is
Please join us for an interesting discussion
to plant trees. My family, as many families in
about Israel with Tal, our shlicha!
Israel, has also a tradition to gather together in
that day and eat dried fruit.
Time: Monday, January 18th at 6pm
Tu BiShvat ,15th day of the Hebrew month of

Place: Cactus Flower Cafe, Pensacola
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS
VIKKI GOLDSTEIN, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

The students and teachers had a wonderful
time joining with Temple Beth El in entertaining the residents of Wesley Haven (including
our sweet Ms. Martha Miller) with festive
Chanukah songs! Our ISJL fellow, Arielle, was
in town for the festivities and we thank Marci
and Ross Goodman for providing home hospitality for her visit. The younger students also
enjoyed Chanukah festivities through the PJ
Library. We are saddened that Tal, our Israeli
Shlica, will not be with us the second half of
our religious school year but she will be continuing the monthly Youth Group activities.
We appreciate and will miss each week her
smile, laughter, enthusiasm, love of teaching
and learning. We love you Tal!
We are on winter break until January 3rd. An
email with the calendar of the remaining
school year has been sent to the parents. I
wish to thank teachers Herman Davies and
Benjamin Nettles for a great first semester!
We are looking forward to the second half of
the year with even more fun holidays to celebrate.
See you next year!
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2016 Religious School Calendar
January
3
10
24 (Tu B'Shvat)(1/25)
31

February
7
14
21 (ISJL fellow visit)
28

March
6
13 (Purim)(3/24)
27

April
3
10
17 (Passover)(4/22)

May
1 (Holocaust Remembrance)(5/5) (Lag
Bomer 5/7)
15
22 (Last Day/Shavuot)(5/24)
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CONGREGATION BIDS FAREWELL TO
FRANK AND JOANE KAY
Contributed by Dr. Arny Pock

In the coming months, Frank and Joanie Kay will be departing Pensacola and establishing residence in the South Florida region. They are relocating to be closer to their son, daughter-inlaw and grandchildren.
The Kay’s have been two of our most loyal Shul members, having served on the Board of Directors of B’nai Israel for many years, including the role of President of our synagogue (Frank
Kay), and both have been Chairman of numerous committees vital to our success as a conservative synagogue.
Both Frank and Joanie have been devoted Sabbath participants and are always available for
yahrtzeits throughout the year to assist their fellow congregants. Their mutual assistance in
our Chevra Kadish program throughout the years have helped maintain this mitzvah, to the
benefit of all the members of B’nai Israel.
The Board of Directors as well as the congregation extend their best wishes for improved
health and happiness to the Kay’s in their new venue in South Florida and want to assure
them both that their deeds will be long remembered and cherished.
G-d bless you both for all your giving virtues! Smooth sailing and long life to you both!
Hugs,
Congregation B’nai Israel Membership
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JEWISH COOKING
KATE LOLLAR

Not Yo Bubbe’s Brisket!

Shalom Y'all! This time, I am going to give away
my favorite brisket recipe that I made for the Veteran's Day Dinner. I love the flavors of this brisket
and your family will
appreciate this kicked up version of a classic.

Wine-Braised Brisket with Tart Cherries
2 whole star anise
2 pounds young, slim carrots in bunches
2 cups Pinot Noir
3-4 tablespoons vegetable or olive oil
16 medium shallots
Freshly ground black pepper

1 6 to 6 1/2 pound beef brisket
Kosher salt
3 large cloves garlic
2 cups chicken stock or low-sodium chicken broth
2/3 cup balsamic vinegar
1 1/2 cups dried tart cherries
2/3 cup packed dark brown sugar
1/4 cup matzo cake meal or flour
Heat oven to 350 F with rack in middle, Whisk together matzo meal or flour with 1 tablespoon kosher salt and 1/2 teaspoon pepper
Pat brisket dry and dredge in matzo/flour mixture,
shaking off excess
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Set roasting pan across two burners and in it,
heat 2 tablespoons oil over medium high heat
until oil shimmers
Brown brisket on all sides, fat side down first
Transfer meat to large platter or baking sheet

Slice meat accross the grain

Reduce heat to medium and cook shallots, turning occasionally, until they begin to brown for
about two minutes
Add garlic and continue to cook, stirring until
fragrant

Reheat sauce and serve meat with sauce and carrots on a large deep platter

Skim off any excess fat from surface of sauce
Discard star anise and season sauce to taste with
salt

I know, I know it looks like a lot of work, but
trust me it's not!

Add wine and bring to a boil until liquid is reduced by half
Stir in chicken stock, cherries, sugar, balsamic vinegar, star anise, and 1 teaspoon Kosher salt
Bring to a simmer and return brisket, fat side up,
to pan
Cover pan tightly with heavy duty foil
Braise in oven for two hours
Meanwhile, blanche carrots in well salted boiling
water
Drain and transfer to a boll of ice water to stop
cooking
Drain and pat dry
Add carrots to roasting pan with meat after two
hours
Cover, again, tightly with foil until meat is fork
tender 1-1 1/2 hours more
Transfer meat onto a cutting board and cover
loosely for 15 minutes
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Happy Noshing,
Kate

RITUAL COMMITTEE'S MONTHLY FOCUS
MARRAIGE CONSIDERATIONS: FOR totally hypocritical? When I ask them
JEWS OR NON-JEWS
this, they just answer, “This is different, ”but that
makes no sense to me.Why is this different?
COMMENTARY: Regardless of who one marries,
Jewish or not, it's very important to
discuss expectations of faith, daily life, dietary choices, shabbos, holidays, families, and
most importantly children. All too frequently these
things are never discussed prior to marriage leading to frustration, disappointment, anger, and at
times divorce. Talk, share, and plan for a
great future.

Answer:
That is not just the question of the week; that’s
the question of the
generation. Why does intermarriage touch a
nerve in so many people more
than any other Jewish issue?

Your frustration is well-founded. It is unreasonable of your parents to
Question:
expect Judaism to be important to you if it never
Rabbi, I am not asking for a sermon—I get
seemed important to
enough of them from my
them. What’s more, they can’t explain to you why
parents. I am asking for an explanation.
they feel the way they do.
I am seriously dating a girl who is everything I
They probably can’t even explain it to themselves.
ever dreamed of. She is
But I have a theory.
smart, pretty, funny . . . definitely marriage mate- There is a profound truth that somehow our parrial. But—you guessed
ents learnt subconsciously
it—, she isn’t Jewish. My parents have refused to from their parents, and that is: Jewishness is who
even meet her, and have told
you are, not what you
me that if we get married, they won’t come to the do! There is no such thing as one Jew who is
wedding. My grandmother
more Jewish than another.
is beside herself.
Whether you practice Jewish customs or not,
My question is: My parents aren’t religious; we
keep the festivals or not, live in
never kept kosher or observed any
Israel or not, eat chopped liver or not, a Jew is a
of the festivals. There was nothing very Jewish
Jew is a Jew.
about our home. Why all
Jewishness is an irreversible status that is not deof a sudden are they so Jewish when it comes to fined by how you live your life.
whom I marry? Isn’t that
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A Jew may be sitting in a church eating bacon
on Yom Kippur dressed up
as Santa Claus, but he’s still 100% Jewish. Is he
a good Jew? A faithful
Jew? A proud Jew? G‑d knows. But a Jew he remains. Because Jewishness isn’t
something you do; it’s something you are. Nothing
you do can affect who
you are. Nothing, that is, with one exception:
whom you marry!
The person you marry becomes a part of who
you are. Getting married is
not a hobby or a career move; it is making someone else a part of your
identity, and becoming a part of theirs.Your
spouse fills a void in
your very being, and you fill the void in them. So
marriage, like Jewishness, is
not something you do; it is something you are.
There is nothing wrong with non-Jews. But they
aren’t Jewish. If you
marry a non-Jew, you’re still 100% Jewish, but a
part of you—your other half—
is not.You can be happy together. You can be in
love with each other. But
there is a part of you that you will never share.
Maybe this is the challenge of our generation: to
face the questions of
what it means to be in love, what it means to
marry, and what it means
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to be Jewish. And—unlike any generation before us—to come up with real
answers.
BY ARON MOSS_
(http://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/
kid/8051/jewish/Aron-Moss.htm)
Aron Moss is rabbi of the Nefesh Community
(http://www.chabad.org/2516560) in Sydney,
Australia, and is a frequent
contributor to Chabad.org.
*Ritual Committee is chaired by Dr Arnold
Pock, with members: Avi Baurberg, Lou Goldstein

SISTERHOOD NEWS
BY KATE LOLLAR, SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT

Maytal’s Bat Mitzvah
Shalom! This is my first newsletter as president of the Sisterhood and I am so excited
to have the opportunity to serve the members of B'nai Isreal. I would like to start by
thanking everyone who contributed to the
success of Maytal Baurberg's Bat Mitzvah
luncheon. Rosemary Lieberman did a beautiful job decorating the banquet hall in Maytal's favorite colors. Laurie Ripps, Sara Ripps,
Fay Rosembaum, Joe Rosembaum, Amanda
Klemm, Daria Allen, Benjamin Nettles, Ben
Nettles, Samantha Goldstein, and Phyllis
Bearman helped cook all the wonderful food.
Also, a big thank you to Rabbi Vana, who
baked all the beautiful challah. We are all so
proud of Maytal and so happy to have been
part
of her special day!
We had so much fun in the kitchen and I
loved getting to know all the great people
here. Please contact me with any questions
or suggestions. I look forward to working
with all of you!
Love,
Kate
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Donations for January
General Fund

YAHRTZEITS

Community Foundation of NW
Florida
Keith Stimmell

If you would like the office to send

Mathew and Candace Vanderford

the Yahrtzeit by email of your loved ones,
please let the office know, and it will be sent

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Delores Livingston
Lewis and Debra Sims
Mark and Joan Robinson

to you as the Yahrtzeit approaches. This
was a suggestion by a distinguished
congregant and thought this idea would be
nice to share with all.

Please see the donation form on page 18 to make a
contribution to B’nai Israel Synagogue.
Thank You!!!
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Tevet / Shevat

January 2016

YAHRZEITS

BIRTHDAYS

Tevet / January
21

2

6
Alan Kroll

Faye Rickoff
Michael Gaus

Bennie Rosenbaum

8

Elizabeth Anne Davies
Sharon Rosenbaum Seabrook

22

3

Allen Levin

9

23

4

David Levin

11 Alan Shemaria

Molly Kahn

13 Joshua Goldstein

Rachel Daves

15 John “Reagan” Gaynoe

Gertrude Tucker

16 David Allen

28

9

29

10

19 Carol Masters
Shevat / January
1

11

Jerome Edward Beck

4

14

Ida Rosenbaum

5

15

Louis Goldstein

24 Barbara Gaus
25 Benjamin Nettles
Marty Libowsky
30 Adam Wenc

Dorothy B Bubis
8

18

Annie Stein Fish

11

21

Louis Pressman

12

22

Henry Gordon

ANIVERSARIES

Celia Rosenbaum
13

23

Marilyn Kapner Levin

18

28

Leah Rosenbaum

14

ADVERTISERS
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BEARMAN INSURANCE AGENCY
All types of Insurance

Phyllis Bearman
7552 Navarre Pkwy, Ste 53
Navarre, FL 32566
850-939-2424
800-477-2467
Fax: 850-939-6236
www.bearmaninsurance.com
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BEARMAN INSURANCE AGENCY
All types of Insurance

Phyllis Bearman
7552 Navarre Pkwy, Ste 53
Navarre, FL 32566
850-939-2424
800-477-2467
Fax: 850-939-6236
www.bearmaninsurance.com
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Donation Form
Please select where you would like your donation to go by checking the appropriate box below.
General Fund

Library Fund

Religious School Fund

Youth Scholarship Fund

 L’Dor V’Dor Fund

Prayer Book Fund

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

 Kiddush Fund

 Book of Remembrance

 Flower Fund

 Tree of Life ($125)

Perpetual Care Funds
 Jack & Leah Rosenbaum Memorial Fund

 Norman Willenzik Memorial Fund

Men’s & Women’s Organizations
Men’s Club

 Sisterhood

(make check out to “Men’s Club”)

(make check out to “Sisterhood”)

In Memory / Honor of ________________________________________________________________________
(circle one)
Acknowledge to: ____________________________________________________________________________
Donated by: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________
City:______________________________ State: _______ Zip: _________________

Mail this form and your check to:
B’nai Israel
P.O. Box 9002
Pensacola, FL 32513-9002
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B’nai Israel Synagogue
B’nai Israel Synagogue

Rabbi: Israel Vana

P.O. Box 9002

President: Vikki Goldstein

Pensacola, FL 32513-9002

Vice President: Benjamin Nettles
Secretary: Rosemary Lieberman
Treasurer: Richard Haller
Sisterhood: Kate Lollar
Men’s Club: Alan Shemaria

Have a story for the newsletter? Email submissions to The Shofar’s Voice Editor,
Christina Blackman, at mscmblackman@gmail.com preferably in Microsoft Office
format, by the 15th of the month.
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