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The Rabbi's Confession:
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Shanah Tovah

This is the most  serious part  of  the year for al l  Humanity. During this period G-d is sit t ing in judgment. At  this 
t ime, according to our t radit ion, G-d wil l  decree who shal l  l ive and who shal l  die. Furthermore, according to 
t radit ions, the manner of  how we shal l  l ive is also decided. Some of  or act ion can change the direct ion of  the 
Almighty's decision, yet  G-d's decision can be independent  of  our act ions.

When G-d wants to cal l  someone to heaven, G-d wil l ! And if  i t  seems to us that  G-d has cal led that  person too 
early, remember it  is not  us who makes that  decision. We are only lef t  with the decision of  how we get  to 
heaven. What belonging are we going to take with us? I am not  talking about  physical  belongings. None of  us 
are going to take anything of  monetary value with us. What we are going to take with us wil l  be our good 
deeds. Al l  our possessions wil l  stay right  here for he next  generat ion. We only have a temporary estate for al l  
our earthly possessions. It  does not  matter how weal thy we are. We could be a Bil l  Gates or any other 
mul t i-bi l l ionaire. We wil l  al l  go to the world beyond one day. On Rosh Hashana, G-d wil l  decide when, where 
and how we shal l  spend the next  year. What occurs, wil l  be based on our individual  ?suitcases: and it  is up to 
each individual  to shape the decision.

Let  me make some recommendat ions. Come to Shul  more of ten! Give to the needy as much as you can af ford! 
When you eat , make the blessing over the food! When you are f insihed eat ing, thank G-d for he food and for 
the good country that  G-d has given us. For the lucky ones who have parents and grandparents, honor them! 
Don't  do things that  wil l  bring shame to your family.

The Torah readings that  appear during the month of  September are rich in recommendat ions of  how to l ive a 
G-dly l i fe. It  states that  G-d's law is not  in the heavens or deep in the sea or overseas. It  is in our hearts and 
minds ?to learn, to teach and to do?. To learn alone is equated to a beaut iful  f ruit  t ree tat  bares no f ruit . 
Learning and pract icing goes hand in hand. What G-d wants f rom each and every one of  us must  include 
?learning and doing? or you wil l  miss the mark.

None of  us would l ike to appear in f ront  of  the Almighty unprepared. What wil l  you say to your maker about  
your lack of  preparedness? Wil l  you say I was busy with t rivial  things? No, you wil l  not ! You would want  to be 
ready. If  your children play outside instead of  doing their homework, what  wil l  you say to them? Wil l  you 
accept  excuses? You wil l  say, I told you not  to play before doing your responsibi l i t ies! So G-d, as our good 
father, wil l  ask each and every one of  us, did you do your homework? You would not  want  to say I was too 
busy. Be ready. Be prepared. On Rosh Hashana you wil l  appear before the Almighty. Don't  get  caught  in the 
t rivial i ty of  the hours and forget  eternity.

G-d gave us the choice of  a good or bad l i fe and death. Let  us al l  choose the path of  l i fe and goodness over 
evil  and death.

Shana Tovah Tikateivu V'techateimu.

See you in Shul .

Rabbi Israel  Vana
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It?s Rosh Hashanah! Wake Up!

Dear congregants, I found this article, 
originally published in New London Synagogue?s 
Rosh Hashanah Magazine 2016, and felt I could not 
write a better message...

Each Rosh Hashanah Jews participate in a 
most fascinating and perhaps unusual act; the very 
public (and very loud) blowing of a ram?s horn. The 
shofar is blown every day during the month of Elul 
(except on Shabbat), then on Rosh Hashanah itself  
and f inally at the end of Yom Kippur. What are the 
origins of this strange practice?

The Torah describes many dif ferent 
instances on which the shofar was to be blown. In 
the book of Vayikra, we are told that the shofar was 
used to announce the beginning of festivals, whilst 
the book of BaMidbar tells us that the sound of the 
shofar signalled the start of a war. Finally, Isaiah 
tells us that the sound of the shofar will usher in 
the age of redemption. The Torah offers us stil l 
other examples of when the shofar is to be 
sounded. Yet, what l inks all these occasions 
together?

Rabbi Nissan Mindel, recounts the following 
parable;

A long time ago, before the introduction of 
the f ire brigade and when most houses were built 
of wood, a small f ire could quickly spread leading 
to the destruction of an entire vil lage. The ensure 
that this did not happen, tall watchtowers were 
erected and, when a f ire broke out, they would 
sound an alarm which signalled to all the 
townspeople to stop whatever they were doing 
to help put out the f ire.

One day a boy visited such a vil lage for 
the f irst t ime. He stopped to rest at a nearby inn 
when suddenly he heard the sound of a trumpet. 
Confused, he asked the innkeeper what it meant. 

The innkeeper explained that, ?Whenever we 
have a f ire we sound a trumpet, and the f ire is quickly put 
out?. The boy left the inn in wonder and amazement; ?A 
trumpet that can put out f ires!? he thought to himself , 
?How wonderful! I must go and buy one for my vil lage?.

The boy returned home, a trumpet in hand, and 
called all the vil lagers together. Excitedly he explained, 
?We no longer need to be afraid of f ire. Just watch me, 
and see how quickly I will put out a f ire!? The boy then 
went to the nearest house and set f ire to its straw roof. 
As the f ire spread the vil lagers looked alarmed but the 
boy said, ?Do not be afraid. When I blow this trumpet the 
f ire will be extinguished!? The vil lagers watched as the 
boy raised the trumpet to his lips and blew. A loud sound 
emitted from the trumpet but the f ire continued to burn 
and soon the whole vil lage was up in f lames.

The vil lagers, angry with the boys foolishness, 
yelled at him. ?You fool,? they cried. ?Did you think that 
the mere blowing of the trumpet will put the f ire out? It 
is only the call of an alarm, to wake up the people, if  they 
are asleep, or to break them away from their business 
and work, and send them to help put out the f ire!?

We all need a wake-up call every now and again; 
something that grabs our attention and help us to realise 
we need to take action to change a situation. In our lives 
and the lives of our families we are constantly balancing 
so many activit ies, thoughts and commitments that it is 
easy to lose track of our priorit ies. The Torah calls Rosh 
Hashanah ?Yom Teruah? ? ?the day of shouting?. The 
medieval philosopher Maimonides says that it is as if  the 
shofar is saying to each of us, ?Awake, you sleepers from 
your sleep. Arouse you slumberers from your slumber 
and ponder your deeds?.The sound of the shofar is a call 
to us to wake-up, step away from the distractions of 
everyday life and to refocus on the things that matter 
most to us. Wishing you and your family SHANA TOVA 
UMETUKAH ? a good and sweet year.
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President 's Repor t .. Cont inued..

Mark Your Calendars!!

Upcoming Events:

- October 16, Sunday: Religious School Open 
House, Community Sukkah Decorating

- November 6, Sunday: Congregational Meeting 
re: renewal of Rabbi Vana's Contract and new 
board of Directors

-  November 11, Friday: Veterans Day Dinner

- November 20, Sunday: Global Day of Jewish 
Learning



Ritual  Commit tee
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How Do I Know I?m Forgiven?

Hi Rabbi,

The Torah teaches about the forgiveness of G?d, 
but I don?t feel forgiven and I certainly can?t 

forgive myself . How do I get victory once and for 
all f rom this evil inclination? How do I know that 
G?d has forgiven me? How do I forgive myself?

I get depressed and don?t desire to pray, learn or 
do anything, because I am so ashamed and 

concerned that I am not worthy to stand before 
G?d. I would appreciate any help that you can 

offer.

? Gill T.
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Hi Gill,

Eve got in trouble because she answered back to a snake. She should have 
ignored him, as though he didn?t exist. Instead, she gave him the 
acknowledgment that he demanded, and then some more, and eventually . . 
well, you know what happened. After Eve, her children continued fall ing 
into the same trap again and again, exactly the same way? by providing 
undeserved credence to an otherwise impotent reptil ian urge.

After a while, someone f igured it out. He said, ?Hey? if  I just ignore this 
dumb snake, maybe he?ll go away!?

So he tried it, and at f irst the snake got louder and ruder and more 
chutzpadik. But he kept ignoring the snake, and eventually became a pure 
and enlightened master. Other people started learning from him, and pretty 
soon there were more such pure souls. So the snake got desperate and tried 
more conniving, sly and sneaky attention-getting tricks. People f igured 
those out as well.

But eventually the snake came up with a new trick: He dressed up in a 
costume as a very pious and holy being? just l ike the kind of person these 
people wanted to be. And that worked. He was able to bring down 
thousands of righteous people within days.

The costume worked so well, he even chose a name for it. And he uses it to 
this day. He calls it ?guilt.?

Now you know the truth: Guilt is nothing more than the poison of a snake. 
And the same strategy that works with the snake works with guilt: Ignore it. 
Get on with life. Do good and turn from evil. Feel remorse, shed some tears, 
resolve to not fall in the same trap next t ime? and then get back on the 
road and keep moving. If  you?ve done that, G?d has forgiven you? so why 
shouldn?t you forgive you?

And if  you come across a snake along the road that picks up its head and 
calls you a sinner? ignore it. Eve already made that mistake. We must have 
learned something by now.
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September

  11
  18
  25 (Rosh Hashana) 

October

  9 (Yom Kippur)
  16 (Sukkah decorating) 23 (Simcha Torah)
  30 

November

  6
  13
  20 (Global Day of Jewish Learning) 

December

   4 

  11 

  18 (Chanukah) 

January 2017

  8 (ISJL Fellow all school program and Yael (Shlica starts) 

  15 

  22

  29 

February

  19

  26 

March 5
  12 (Purim) 26 

April  

  2 (Passover)
  23 (Holocaust Remembrance) 30 (Israel Independence Day) 

May 

  7
  14 (Lag B'omer) 21 Last day 

This Years Religious School 
Calendar !!

Not e: ( ) denot es Holiday discussed
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 A bookworm?s work is never done!  
We are stil l in the process of going 
through the Fiction tit les in our 
library and are in the process of 
pulling many duplicate books and 
un-related tit les from the shelves. 
These books have been placed on a 
table next to the library waiting for 
someone like you to take them 
home.  Afterwards they will be 
donated to either l ibraries or thrif t 
shops in the area.  So please help 
yourself . 

Know of any great books 
about Jews, Judaism, or 
Israel?  Want to see them 
in the library?  Send  an 
email us to of what you?d 
like to see there!  It?s your 
library, too! 

Before donating any 
media items to the 
library, please contact 
Jim Gaus or Vikki 
Goldstein f irst. 



From the Shofar's Voice Editor Samantha Goldstein,

I have never received anything other than praise for the 
Shofar's Voice and how well it is coming along, and I 
thank you for that. But there will now be some old rules 
newly, and strictly followed. On the back page of each 
newsletter, there is a section that says: "H ave a story for 
the newsletter?  Please send submissions to the Shofar's 
Voice Editor Samantha Goldstein via 
Jussduckie@aol.com, by the 15th of each month." 

M any of you are not doing that. 

I admit to the last Shofar's Voice being late, due to many 
submissions not being emailed in on time, and some 
personal things I had going on. Regardless of this fact, the 
Shofar's Voice is for the people, basically written by the 
people.  If your submissions are not in by the Fifteenth of 
each month, your submission will N OT  be included in 
that months newsletter and you have to wait to be added 
to the next month's. I am making no exceptions to this 
rule.  Thank you, and I look forward to seeing your 
articles sent in on time.
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Donat ions!!
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General  Fund: 

- Keith Stimmell 
- Robin Kurtz ? in Memory of Bill Allen 

  

Rabbi's Discret ionary Fund: 

- Delores Livingston 

  

Sisterhood: 

- Rebekah Kaufman ? in Honor of the Roberts' 
Wedding 

 

 Men's Club: 

- Rebekah Kaufman ? in Memory of Bill Allen 

From Esther Allen; 

 ?The family of Bill Allen, may his memory be a blessing, would like to thank 
everyone for their support and donations to the Shul. 

 Esther & Family? 



Yahrzeits
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DID NOT RECEIVE INFO ON 
TIME. SORRY
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Anniversaries     October Birthdays

 

    

DID NOT RECEIVE INFO ON 
TIME. SORRY



Mazel Tov Jon & Genia Davies
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2016 High Holy Days Service Schedule 

Al l  services wil l  be held at  Bnai Israel  Synagogue 

10-2 Sunday Erev Rosh Hashana 1st  Night 6:30pm

10-3 Monday Rosh Hashana 1st  Day 8"30am

Shofar Blowing          10:00am

Tashl ich at  bayview Park 5:00pm

Rosh Hashana 2nd Night 6:30pm

10-4 Tuesday Rosh Hashana 2nd Day 8:30am

Shofar Blowing          11:00am

10-7 Friday Shabbat 7:00pm

10-8 Saturday Shabbat 9:30am

10-11 Tuesday Erev Yom Kippur Kol  Nidre 6:30pm

10-12 Wed Yom Kippur Shachrit 8:30am

Yizkor          11:00am

Break  1:30-4:30pm

Mincha 5:00pm

Break the Fast 7:30pm

10-14 Friday Shabbat 6:30pm

10-15 Saturday Shabbat 9:30am

10-16 Sunday 1st  Night 6:30pm

10-17 Monday Sukkot 1st  Day 9:30am

10-18 Tuesday Sukkot 2nd Night 6:30pm

10-21 Friday Shabbat 7:00pm

10-22 Saturday Shabbat 9:30am

10-23 Sunday Shemini Atzeret 6:30pm

10-24 Monday Shemini Atzeret 9:30am

Yiskor

10-24 Monday Simchat  Torah Hakafot 6:30Pm

10-25 Tuesday Simchat  Torah 9:30am

10-28 Friday Shabbat 7:00pm

10-29 Saturday Shabbat 9:30am
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 1st Day Rosh Hashana - Monday, Oct 3, 2016     Minimun Donation

Hotzahh V'Hachnassah; Take out 2 scrolls, and return $140.00

-  1st Aliyah - Kohen; Blessing; reserved for Cohen $135.00

-  2nd Aliyah - Levi; Blessing; reserved for Levi $135.00

-  3rd Aliyah - Shlishi; Blesing; anyone byt Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  4th Aliyah - R'vii; Blessing; anyone byt Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  5th Aliyah - Chamishi; Blessing; anyone byt Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  Maftir (And Read haftorah) $150.00

-  Hagbah & Gellilah; Raise, dress 2 Torah Scrolls $135.00

2nd Day Rosh Hashana - Tuesday, October 4th, 2016     Minimum donation

-  Hotzahh V'Hachnassah; Take out 2 scrolls, and return $140.00**

-  1st Aliyah - Kohen; Blessing; reserved for Cohen $135.00

-  2nd Aliyah - Levi; Blessing, reserved for Levi $135.00

-  3rd Alliyah - Shlishi; Blessing, anyone byt Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  4th Aliyah - R'vii; Blessing, anyone but Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  5th Aliyah - Chamishi; Blessing, anyone but Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  Maftir (and  read Haftorah) $150.00

-  Hagbah & Gellilah; Raise, dress 2 Torah Scrolls $135.00**

Yom Kippur - Wednesday Morning, October 9th, 2016         Minimum Donation

-  Hotzahh V'Hachnassah; Take out 2 Scrolld, and return $150.00**

-  1st Aliyah - Kohen; Blessing, reserved for Cohen $135.00

-  2nd Aliyah - Levi; Blessing, reserved for Levi $135.00

-  3rd Aliyah - Shlishi; Blessing, anyone byt Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  4th Aliyah - R'vii; Blessing, anyone but Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  5th Aliyah - Chamishi; Blessing, anyone but Cohen or Levi $135.00

-  Maftir (and read Haftorah) $150.00

-  Hagbah & Gellilah; Raise, dress 2 Torah Scrolls $135.00**

Yom Kippur - wednesday Afternoon, October 9th, 2016    Minimum Donations

-  Hotzaah V'Hachnassah; Take out 2 scrolls, and return $150.00**

-  1st Aliyah - Kohen; Blessing; reserved for Cohen $135.00

-  2nd Aliyah - Levi; Blessing, reserved for Levi $135.00

-  Maftir (and read Haftorah) $150.00

-  Hagbah & Gellilah; Raise, dress 2 Torah Scrolls $150.00**

** Requires two people; Please call the off ice to submit your bid

Al iyah List  for High Holy Days 2016 
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Advert isers
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B'nai Israel  Synagogue

P.O. Box 9002

Pensacola, Fl  32513-9002

tel : 850-433-7311

Rabbi: Israel  Vana

President : Vikki Goldstein

Vice President : Benjamin Net t les

Secretary: Rosemary Lieberman

Treasurer: Richard Hal ler

Sisterhood: Kate Lol lar

Men's Club: Alan Shemaria

  

*Have a story for the newslet ter?  Please send 
submissions to the Shofar's Voice Editor Samantha 

Goldstein via Jussduckie@aol.com, by the 15th of  each 
month.*


