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On Rosh Hashana I publicly thanked Rabbi Vana, Rebekah Kaufman, James Gaus, Kate Lollar, Lou 
Goldstein, Benjamin Nettles and Samantha Goldstein for always going above and beyond. Kate, 
once again, with the assistance of many ladies, have prepared a magnif icent break-the-fast meal. 
This is a huge endeavor and I want them to know that this is greatly appreciated.

Herman Davies, who is one of our religious school teachers and board member, also deserves 
our gratitude for his amazing abilit ies at blowing the Shofar. This requires a special talent and we 
are thankful he shares that talent with this congregation. I know his family is proud of him for 
continuing the family tradition! I also wish to thank Karen who volunteered to trim the fence line of 
all the leaves and branches sticking out of the driveway. She did an exceptional job and in her 
words ?it is my way of giving back?...thank you Karen!

Prior to the High Holidays last year we had a special congregational meeting. We had many 
realit ies to face and the decisions made by you ref lected the choice of l ife and the continuation of 
this wonderful congregation. I am proud to say we have made some great strides at BNI with 
building enhancements, our f inances and more. However, we will be facing some of these same 
decisions again this coming congregational meeting Sunday November 6th. Which, as a reminder, if  
your dues are not current you will not be considered a member in good standing and will NOT be 
able to cast your vote. Please take the time to ensure dues have been paid and if  you have an issue 
with your statement please contact Richard Haller. On the agenda is the renewal of Rabbi Vana's 
contract for another year and the election of your new Executive Off icers and board members. Here 
is where my frustration begins...you see I have sent out emails, posted on facebook, spoke of in 
speeches, about the need for a secretary, treasurer and board member. My phone has remained 
silent and no one has broken down our door to be the f irst to volunteer. Money alone does not keep 
this congregation operating... that pays the salaries of our most treasured Rabbi and secretary, the 
electric bil l for our building and new HVAC system and all those other pesky bil ls we all seem to 
continually receive in our mailbox. But there is so much more that has to be done and it requires 
people participating, working, giving of some of your time.

I have been honored to have the opportunity to serve as your President! There have been 
many wonderful and celebratory moments! I have always tried to lead by example. However, I am 
disheartened that I was unable to motivate others in the way I envisioned and for this I apologize. 
This congregation can NOT continue to thrive unless YOU want it to thrive. We are too small of a 
congregation to have members sit back and say I did my time, I'm too old, I'm too busy or whatever 
the excuse. This congregation is historical! If  these walls could talk, oh the memories that would be 
shared! Yes, there are always going to be struggles and at t imes feels like mountains must be 
moved. But that is why we need everyone to work as a team.
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President 's Repor t .. Cont inued..

On Yom Kippur I prayed that we all be sealed in the book of Life including B'nai Israel.
As I update this appeal today, for the Shofar Voice message, I can confirm that I have all current board 

members renewing and have f il led the one vacant board member position, thank you Marty 
Libowsky! I have a tentative secretary but have been unable to f il l the treasurer position!! Much has 
changed and the duties have been streamlined! If  I have no volunteers then please do not complain 

when we have to PAY someone, with money we do not have to spend, because you wouldn't 
volunteer and expected someone else to do the job. AND, your monthly dues will HAVE to be 

increased in order to pay for this all inclusive bookkeeper/accountant. If  not, the bil ls don't get paid 
and BNI closes its doors. You chose life...

These words we say on the days of atonement are also applicable to my last message as your 
President...

To those I may have wronged
I ask forgiveness

To those I may have helped
I wish I had done more

To those I neglected to help
I ask for understanding

To those who helped me
I thank you with all of my heart

Shalom,

Vikki Goldstein

Update:  Have volunteers for all executive and Board positions. Thank you congregants
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In Case You Missed It ...

Rosh Hashana Thank You and Appeal

First, isn't it lovely to be celebrating this Jewish New Year in our beautiful sanctuary with a functioning HVAC 
system?! BNI has had many transformations over this past year as a result of the f inancial loan from Marci 
Goodman as well as the grant funds received from the Melba Meyer Trust for our religious school. We have a 
newly renovated kitchen with new appliances and beautiful handmade pantry. Our religious school was able 
to purchase new magnetic white boards, shelving and modern kid fun chairs. And both religious school and 
BNI benefit from our new projector system.

I must publicly thank some members that def initely go above and beyond. First, apparently the secret of my 
superwoman has gotten out to the general membership. Rebekah Kaufman, our secretary, goes way above 
and beyond! She has taken on roles not l isted in her job description (preparing oneg for Sabbath services, 
washing talits, cleaning a popcorn maker as some examples). She is always looking for ways she can help and 
I can always depend on her to keep BNI running smoothly! She works late and unusual hours to ensure 
completion of assigned duties and she always has a smile and a kind word for anyone who walks through our 
doors. Please remember she has many assigned duties to complete on her part-t ime hours. If  you come to 
visit or have a special request please be kind, know her time is extremely valuable and above all else thank 
her for all she does!

Your Vice President, Benjamin Nettles, is another individual always will ing to help. We sure put in a lot of 
sweat this summer preparing our classrooms! We have had a grand two years together. Of course our routine 
meetings, complete with wine and nosh, always make the job much more fun. Benjamin also teaches in 
religious school and assists with preparing a hot breakfast for our children. Any function for the Shul he, and 
litt le Ben, are f irst to volunteer to get the job done.

Your treasurer, Richard Haller, has also been a blessing. He has worked very hard to stream line and simplify 
the treasurer duties. He always remains calm and sets the example for the times I have gotten my feathers 
ruff led. He agreed to be the treasurer for as long as I was President to which I am extremely thankful. 
However, my term is coming to an end and therefore a new treasurer is needed. It really isn't that 
bad...now...and I would greatly appreciate someone stepping up to the plate.

Kate Lollar and James Gaus are two more that never say no. They were new to our board and provided fresh 
ideas and enthusiasm. Kate is a master chef in the kitchen, purchases (with her own funds) food for the 
religious school and is the President of our Sisterhood who I am pleased to see has big plans for future 
community outreach. James inspires me with his love of learning. He is currently renovating our library and is 
the perfect historian for BNI. Have you seen our Facebook page and website? Social media has been a huge 
outreach for BNI and James's creativity and timely posts has increased BNI visibil ity! James has also stepped 
in to f il l the biggest shoes around, those of our beloved Gabbi Stanley Schmerken, who we miss seeing each 
Sabbath and welcome to the Bimah anytime he feels able! James, thank you! You are doing a great job!

Our daughter, Samantha, at 17 years of age, agreed to step up and become editor of BNI Shofar's Voice when 
no one else could or would. Yes, I convinced her it would look really good on a resume...but she takes her 
responsibil ity very seriously and it is her way of giving back to this community. She also agreed to work with 
the children of BNI during our Rosh Hashana services. I hope Lou and I have set the example and could take 
some credit, but I will say we are extremely proud of her!
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In Case You Missed It ...

Rabbi Vana conducts our Sabbath services, Torah study and as always 
wonderful High Holiday services. He also teaches our children hebrew 

during religious school. BNI had one joyous Bat Mitzvah and are looking 
forward to a Bar Mitzvah in the next year. He has conducted joyous 

occasions of a wedding and within the last year, 3 conversions. He has 
also been there for us in our darkest t imes, in saying goodbye to those we 

love.

My husband, or should I say ?First Husband?, is the biggest blessing for 
me and BNI. This man works quietly behind the scenes tirelessly for BNI. 

The HVAC system, electrical work, projector work all required someone to 
supervise these projects- there is Lou. Setting up tables and chairs for 

functions (oh and putting them away too)- there is Lou. Washing the dirty 
dishrags and towels from the kitchen- there is Lou. That wine you drink 
and challah you eat, yep, Lou. Ensuring the yard work and beautif ication 

of grounds...Lou. This man is at BNI near daily addressing any and all 
known and unexpected needs.

Recently Lou had to have surgery and suffered some complications. 
Thankfully all is well now. But, during his recovery I had a litt le reality 

knock in the head at what all he does not only for our family, but for our 
BNI family. It got me pondering...who would step up to the plate to f il l the 

roles and jobs needed to help BNI continue to thrive?

We all need a wake up call, something that grabs our attention and helps 
us to realize we need to take action. In our lives we are constantly 

balancing so many activit ies and commitments it is easy to loose track of 
our priorit ies. The Torah calls the day of Rosh Hashana the day of 

shouting. Awaken from your sleep and ponder your deeds. The sound of 
the shofar is a call to us to wake up, step away from the distractions and 

refocus on the things that matter most.

So this High Holiday Appeal is not about money (although it is always 
welcome and appreciated), it is abut giving of your time. BNI is your 
home, f il led with your family and should be a priority not a burden. 
Anyone, of all ages, can attend services, participate on the board of 

directors, committees, and be a voice to keep BNI thriving for generations 
to come. I hope that will be you.

Wishing you all ShanaTova- a good and sweet year!
Vikki Goldstein



Ritual  Commit tee
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The Day Is Almost Over, and You Stil l Haven?t 
Repented!

It?s Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year, when we are comparable to the angels. For these 26 hours, we can 
reach the heights of spirituality and cleanse ourselves of all past wrongdoing. As we celebrate our utterly 
indestructible relationship with G?d, we can recharge our spiritual batteries for the coming year.

As the day progresses, the realization dawns: the month of Elul, when G?d is so near, is long gone; the 
Ten Days of Repentance are mostly behind us; and now, much of this awesome day, this 
once-a-year-opportunity, has also passed.

And yet, as we watch the sun start to set, rather than the stirrings of our soul, we hear the strong 
grumblings of our stomach and feel the throbbing pain in our head. A sense of intense disappointment sets in 
with the realization that we haven?t even begun to achieve what we were meant to.

With these disheartening thoughts, we slowly drag ourselves back to shul. Our hearts are heavy as we 
read the familiar story from the book ofJonah.

G?d commanded the prophet Jonah to travel to the city of Nineveh, an enemy of Israel, and warn of its 
imminent destruction due to the iniquitous behavior of its inhabitants. Aware that if  he succeeds and the 
people repent, Nineveh would continue to pose a threat to his nation, Jonah tries to escape his mission. He 
boards a ship and when a storm brews, he is thrown into the sea and swallowed by a huge f ish. Eventually, 
Jonah realizes that he can?t escape his destiny and travels to Nineveh, where the people hearken to his 
prophecy and wholeheartedly change their ways.

A despondent Jonah resting under a dying tree hears G?d address him: ?You are sorry for the plant for 
which you have neither labored, nor made grow . . . shall I not then, spare Nineveh, the great city, wherein more 
than 12 times 10,000 people live . . .??

Jonah?s story teaches us that no one can escape from G?d or the mission He has for us.

But why do we read this particular story? about a nation that was an enemy of the Jewish people? on 
Yom Kippur, a day that represents the intimate, indestructible bond between the Jewish soul and G?d?

As the sun fades and our chance slips away, perhaps this is precisely the reassurance that we need to 
hear: G?d cares about all people, even a sinning nation threatening His children. No matter how low we have 
fallen, G?d gives us another opportunity. To the bottom of the ocean f loor, to the depths of a f ish?s belly, G?d 
coaxes us to come closer and try harder.

No one is too far gone. Each and every one of us is important. G?d will not give up until we hear His 
message and better our ways.



Pg 7

September
  11
  18
  25 (Rosh Hashana) 

October
  9 (Yom Kippur)
  16 (Sukkah decorating) 23 (Simcha Torah)
  30 
November
  6
  13
  20 (Global Day of Jewish Learning) 
December
   4 
  11 
  18 (Chanukah) 
January 2017
  8 (ISJL Fellow all school program and Yael (Shlica starts) 
  15 
  22
  29 
February
  19
  26 
March 5
  12 (Purim) 26 
April  
  2 (Passover)
  23 (Holocaust Remembrance) 30 (Israel Independence Day) 

May 
  7
  14 (Lag B'omer) 21 Last day 

This Years Religious School 
Calendar !!

Not e: ( ) denot es Holiday discussed
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 A bookworm?s work is never done!  
We are stil l in the process of going 
through the Fiction tit les in our 
library and are in the process of 
pulling many duplicate books and 
un-related tit les from the shelves. 
These books have been placed on a 
table next to the library waiting for 
someone like you to take them 
home.  Afterwards they will be 
donated to either l ibraries or thrif t 
shops in the area.  So please help 
yourself . 

Know of any great books 
about Jews, Judaism, or 
Israel?  Want to see them 
in the library?  Send  an 
email us to of what you?d 
like to see there!  It?s your 
library, too! 

Before donating any 
media items to the 
library, please contact 
Jim Gaus or Vikki 
Goldstein f irst. 



From the Shofar's Voice Editor Samantha Goldstein,

I have never received anything other than praise for the 
Shofar's Voice and how well it is coming along, and I 
thank you for that. But there will now be some old rules 
newly, and strictly followed. On the back page of each 
newsletter, there is a section that says: "H ave a story for 
the newsletter?  Please send submissions to the Shofar's 
Voice Editor Samantha Goldstein via 
Jussduckie@aol.com, by the 15th of each month." 

M any of you are not doing that. 

I admit to the last Shofar's Voice being late, due to many 
submissions not being emailed in on time, and some 
personal things I had going on. Regardless of this fact, the 
Shofar's Voice is for the people, basically written by the 
people.  If your submissions are not in by the Fifteenth of 
each month, your submission will N OT  be included in 
that months newsletter and you have to wait to be added 
to the next month's. I am making no exceptions to this 
rule.  Thank you, and I look forward to seeing your 
articles sent in on time.
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Donat ions!!
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General  Fund: 
- Keith Stimmell 

  
Rabbi's Discret ionary Fund: 

- Delores Livingston 
  
Sisterhood: 

- Norm & Josie Roberts - in Loving Memory of Alan Friedman & Fay Roberts
- Esther Allen - in Loving Memory of Bill Allen
- Gene, Joe & Faye Rosenabum - in Loving Memory of Jack & Leah Rosenbaum, and 

Buddy & Dorothy Bubis
- Barry & Lori Ripps - in Loving Memory of SJ & Beverly Ripps, Leon Gross and Molly 

Gross
- Dr Arny & Carolyn Pock - in Loving Memory of Harry & Ida Pock, and Joseph  & 

Blanche Levant
- Warren & Wendy Zirkin - in Loving Memory of Lawerence & Sylvia Zirkin
- Lou, Vikki, and Sam Goldstein - in Loving Memory of Sarah & Jack Goldstein, and 

Steven Goldstein
- Jean-Ellen  Giblin & Jerry Gordon - in Loving Memory of Henry & Elizabeth Gordeon, 

Carleton Ranen, Herbert Kaster, and Tom & Eleanor Dorsey
- Marty Libowsky - in Loving Memory of Irving & Esther Libowsky
- Ed & Sue Feigenbaum - in Honor of their children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren
 

 High Holy Day Donat ions: 
- RKaryn Imrich
- Lawerence  & Renee Nichols
- Cheryl Hanau
- Barbara Simon
- Fran White

Cemetary Fund:
- Freda Glatt

In Blessed Mem ory: 

- Est her  Allen
- Lou, Vikk i & Sam  Goldst ein
- Rebekah & Hannah Kaufm an
- Mar t y Libowsky
- Kat e Lollar
- Peggy Reach
- Norm  & Josie Rober t s
- Gene Rosenbaum
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Yahrzeits
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Tishrei /  November
30 1

Cheshvan /  November
2 3 Joseph Katz
2 3 Josef Baurberg
9 10 Joseph Levant
15 16 Abraham Feinberg
15 16 Pamela Nora O'Rouke
23 24 Samuel J. Bubis
25 26 Frieda Chorney
26 27 Celia Berinhout
26 27 Morton Gibian
29 30 Till ie Gelfand



Pg 13

Anniversaries     October Birthdays

 
    

 1 Blossom Davies Jamison 
 1 Diane Segal 
 6 Ben Gause 
 7 Lindsay Allen 
14 Jeff  Kates 
21 Deborah Wenc 
25 Melissa Sontag 
25 Emma Sontag 
26 Sammi Sontag 
27 Joanie Kay 
30 Rebecca Davies 

No 
Anniversaries 

this month
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Advert isers
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B'nai Israel  Synagogue
P.O. Box 9002

Pensacola, Fl  32513-9002
tel : 850-433-7311

Rabbi: Israel  Vana
President : Vikki Goldstein

Vice President : Benjamin Net t les
Secretary: Rosemary Lieberman

Treasurer: Richard Hal ler
Sisterhood: Kate Lol lar

Men's Club: Alan Shemaria

  
*Have a story for the newslet ter?  Please send 

submissions to the Shofar's Voice Editor Samantha 
Goldstein via Jussduckie@aol.com, by the 15th of  each 

month.*


