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Rabbi Sam Waidenbaum 

From the Rabbi’s Desk  

FROM  THE  RABBI’S  DESK 
  
So now that Passover has Past-over let us take note of the powerful quote from Psalms.  
  
“Yimloch Hashem L’Olam Elohayich Tzion L’dor VaDor Halleluyah”  
G-d Shall Rein Through All Generations; O Zion, may your God-Hashem rule forever! 
  
The idea of G-d’s kingship may be strange to us as Americans.  
  
We are not used to kings, and we may resent the idea of anyone ruling over us.  
  
On the other hand, the idea of G-d’s kingship; can bring another concept that may be very meaningful for us.  
  
One of the fundamental ideas implied by God’s kingship; is that G-d, rather than any human, is our sole legitimate king. 
  
No human may truly rise above another, for each of us has been created in the divine image.  
  
Each of us equally partakes of the Divine. As Job says; each of us contains a Chelek Eloha MiMa’al – a spark of G-d above;  
(in Yiddish-“Ah Pintele Yid”) and each of us deserves to be treated as such. 
  
There is a tremendous problem when any human sets themselves above another. 
  
By the way two Yud’s together side by; is G-d’s name.Therefore wherever you find two Yuds together or two people side 
by side, respecting one another; God’s name is there, and G-d’s presents is there. But whenever one stands above 
another, then the two Yuds are not there; and G-d’s presents is not there. 
  
As we approach Shavuot; just forty-nine days after Passover, we should think about our role as Jews; and Tikun Olam-
what are we doing to Repair This World! We can note the character of King David, who acknowledges, that he is not the 
true king. 
  
 As we find in Psalms, “O gates, lift up your heads!  
  
Lift them up, you everlasting doors, so the King of glory may come in!  
  



 
 
 

  

Who is the King of glory?  
  
Hashem of hosts, He is the King of glory!” 
  
King David may be an earthly king, but he realizes that he is not the true King. 
  
In fact, one of the key reasons why the Torah mandates that a Jewish king should continuously study Torah all his life is; 
so that “he will not act arrogantly toward his fellows”. 
  
Thus, Yimloch Hashem L’Olam Elohayich Tzion L’dor VaDor Halleluyah– may God-Hashem rule forever!’  
  
Is a statement affirming that in truth, no person may rule over us. 
   
Dear G-d, may we realize this truth; and may we ascribe kingship solely to the One above, the true King, Hashem of 
hosts.  
AMEN! 
  
B’Shalom, 
Rabbi Sam Waidenbaum 
 

 

  

 
 

 
President’s Message, May 2019 
 

To my fellow congregants: 

The Month of Nisan reached a climax on April 19 and 20, 2019 with two well attended Seders lead by Rabbi 
Waidenbaum with beautifully prepared and tasty dinners. These were conveyed by the culinary team headed by Kate 
Lollar and wonderful volunteers, Faye and Joe Rosenbaum, Shelly Landau, Karen Feirman, Maria and Antonio Martin, 
Jose Roberts with service orchestrated by our able custodian Ron Wittschen with Sara Moses, Ciera Sanders, Zuria 
Ghostlan. A special thanks Dan Feirman for arranging transportation for the US Marines who attended for both Seders. 

April 28 th marked the unveiling of a headstone at the Barrancas National Cemetery for the late Dr. Arny Pock with 
Rabbi Waidenbaum officiating with Caroline Pock, daughter Arnyce Adams and husband Gary Adams from Virginia, and 
son David and from Chicago. Special thanks go those active and retired military who provided Military IDs that facilitated 
car pools for the cortege of 25 attendees at the National Cemetery unveiling. A reception followed back at B’nai Israel. 

May 1 st is Yom Ha Shoah – Holocaust Remembrance Day. A community commemoration bearing witness to the loss of  
Six Million European Jews in the Holocaust will be held at Pensacola City Hall at 5pm. Speaker Steve Nissim will tell of his 
family experience during the Holocaust. Rabbi Samuel Waidenbaum will intone the El Moley Rahamim prayer in memory 
of those whose lives were lost in the Holocaust. 
 
A tragedy reminiscent of the Holocaust occurred in Poway, California on April 27 th, when an anti-Semitic 19 year old 
white male barged into the Chabad Center during Shabbat Services on the eighth and final day of Pesach and shot and 
mortally wounded a Jewish woman shielding the Rabbi, who was also injured as well as two Israelis, a young girl of eight 



 
 
 

  

years and her 34 year old uncle from the Southern Israeli town of Sderot besieged by rocket attacks by Hamas in 
neighboring Gaza. This occurred despitean off-duty border armed patrol officer, a member of the Poway Chabad who 
gave chase and shot at the vehicle of the alleged perpetrator. The attack in Poway was six months to the day of the 
October 2018 massacre of Jews on shabbat by another anti-Semitic shooter at the Etz Chayim synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

This raises two concerns for B’nai Israel: active shooter training and locking doors for services and events. These actions 
were among recommendations by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Escambia County Sheriff security 
assessment teams and FBI special agents in visits to the congregationto assess security threats to our premises. We are 
planning to secure those training videos and schedule a congregational information meeting to view them and engage in 
a discussion with local, state and federal law enforcement specialists on precautions we might take. To that end, 
Stephanie Gaffney, your President and Vice President Karyn Imrich have prepared a Program Management Plan 
submission to the Florida FEMA program for funding of a comprehensive program to physically secure the building and 
property of B’nai Israel. The required Program Management with a budget of $70,000 will be submitted on or before the 
filing date of May 3rd . 

On May 8 th , B’nai Israel will host the annual Yom Ha’ Zikaron/Ha’atzmaut commemoration. Our speaker for that event 
will be Razi Atuar, Managing Director of Zotagroup, LLC of Pensacola. The topic is Israel Start Up nation – impact of US, 
Florida and Pensacola. Lt. Col. IDF (res.) Razi Atuar commanded an elite IDF Special Mission Unit and Served as a Special 
agent in the Israeli Secret Service on complex Missions in Foreign Countries. Co-founder and Former CEO of Duke 
Airborne Systems, LTD. Graduate of Haifa (BA) and Tel Aviv (MFA) Universities. 

You may have noticed that the sign on Ninth Avenue is finally lit up with lettering large enough to be viewed. A special 
thank you go to Samuel Bearman and Rick Longoria for facilitating the acquisition of the upgraded sign. We have also 
significantly increased the lighting on the alley way between Mallory and Avery Streets and side of the sanctuary 
between the Bearman Building and on the Ninth Avenue side. The completion of the building and sign electrical work 
was done by the Watson Electric. Additionally, we resolved the Bearman Building parking lot puddling drainage issue 
and with proceeds from the Stanley Soup sales completed stage 1 repairs to the sanctuary roof. Additional assessments 
are being made by the Ralls company of other fixes to the roof leaks. Karyn Imrich facilitated the acquisition of bids and 
completion of the projects for the sign, exterior lighting, Bearman Building parking lot and sanctuary roof repairs. 

The past month we finalized arrangements for the repertoire, accompanists, travel for performers in the 120 th 
anniversary gala concert on June 30 th at the Mainstage Theater of the Center for Fine and Performance Arts at the 
University of West Florida. The event will feature hometown Cantor extraordinaire Martin “Moshe” Bear, tenor 
Nathaniel Bear and renowned cantor Amy Goldstein. Both Moshe Bear and Amy Goldstein have performed at Cantorial 
Assembly concerts staged by Moshe to great acclaim across the country. The program will feature a variety of Jewish 
liturgical, operatic, Broadway and Jazz music. We have already begun fundraising for this event with sale of sponsorships 
for the program of the concert for the 120 th anniversary concert. We will keep you informed of these and other 
activities leading up to the exciting events in June. 

 

See you in shul. 

Jerry Gordon 

Jerome B. Gordon 

President 

 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

A Message from Kate Lollar 

First of all, I hope everyone enjoyed Passover Seder as much as I did!  I was greatly pleased to see so many 
friends and families this year! 
 
A few pictures from our Passover Seders, it was a great success thanks to all of you! 
 
Carolyn Pock and our own matzo ball taster Holden Brown. Tony Martin and Maria Rosario. 
Carolyn Pock can peel a potato faster than anybody! Good grief Shelly Landau, that squash is bigger than you! 
The beautiful Faye Rosenbaum! Thanks to Josie Roberts, our tables were beautiful! My gurl Shelly! The fabulous 
Karen Feirman! My side-kick and right hand Faye Rosenbaum! The Shul Rats! I can’t begin to show my 
appreciation to these wonderful people for all their help.  Next year I suggest definitely Israel! I would also like 
to thank Darin Christopher for the beautiful flowers.  
 
Now for new business...THE KOSHER KITCHEN!  Hopefully we can start by mid-May.  We have a few things 
coming up before we can start this endeavor.  I’d like to see this happening every week but I have to confer with 
my partners.  Kosher lunches every Wednesday sounds good to me.  But first I have to get a few things for the 
kitchen to make this happen.  If anyone one of you would like to donate some cold hard cash to this cause, let 
me know.  It would be greatly appreciated.  The menus will vary from week to week, and we may even make a 
few of our more popular soups to sell.  Just think of this as our own taste of New York in Pensacola!  It’s going 
to be delicious! 
 
So for now, I’ll catch y’all at services, 
 
Kate Lollar 
Fundraising Chair. 
 
 
 

Passover 2019 
 
We would like to gratefully acknowledge all those who helped prepare our Pesach Sedarim (Pesach 
Seders).  The first step and first thanks go to those involved in the kashering of our kitchen for Pesach under 
the supervision of our very own Rabbi Sam Waidenbaum.  Following that was the continued volunteer help 
given for the procurement of kosher foods, the preparation for cooking, the cooking itself, the daily clean-up, 
the decorating and all the myriad things that need to be done at this time of year.  We would like to thank our 
dedicated volunteers from the Congregation starting with Faye Rosenbaum and Shelly Landau who, in addition 
to volunteering to work during the day, burned the midnight oil on numerous occasions for the past two 
weeks.  “Thank yous” also go to Karen Feirman, Maria & Antonio Martin, Carolyn Pock, Josie Roberts, Joe 
Rosenbaum and, Kate Lollar’s 2 and a half year-old grandson, Holden Brown, who was our matzah-ball taster 
and who provided us with endless entertainment!   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
Additionally, there are others to thank who have helped since the beginning of our preparations namely,  
Sara Moses, Ciera Sanders, Zuria Ghostlan and Ron Wittschen our new custodian.  Behind-the-scenes thanks 
go to Rick Longoria, our Vice- House Chairman, who responded with alacrity to any maintenance issue we had 
during the weeks of preparation for Pesach.  And thanks to Mary Ann & Darin Christopher for the beautiful 
Holiday flower arrangements! 
  
But most importantly, special recognition and heartfelt thanks must be accorded to Kate Lollar for her selfless 
and tireless, dedication and devotion in the planning, procuring, preparing and execution of all the elements 
that have gone into making our Pesach Celebration the success that it is.  On behalf of the Congregation we 
thank you Kate from the bottom of our hearts.  It should be noted that Kate will be receiving the B’nai Israel 
“Congregational” Medal of Honor for exemplary performance of all things culinary in addition to the Purple 
Chicken Liver with Bay Leaf Cluster for injuries sustained in the line of duty. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 

Celebrate the 120th Anniversary of B'nai Israel.  
Please join us for a Special Concert With our own hometown Cantor Moshe Bear, Cantor Amy Goldstein 
and Tenor Nathaniel Bear.  
Sunday June 30 2pm at the UWF Fine Arts Theater 
Visit the shul webpage www.bnaiisraelpensacola.org or call the synagogue office to purchase tickets, make 
a donation, or become an event sponsor.  
 

 

 



 
 
 

  

 

 



 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 

  

 

                                                   

 
MAY 2018 Birthdays 

15  Josie Roberts 
18  Beverly Kaiman 
21  Ross Goodman 

23  Rivkah Baurberg 
27  Ashley Gaffney 

28  Rosemary Lieberman 
 
 

 
 

 

May 10 Karen and Dan Feirman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

  

May Yahrzeits 
As long as we live, they too will live; for they are now are a part of us; as we remember them. 
 
 
May  1 / 26 Nissan  Gussie Bearman 
May  1 / 26 Nissan  Jeffrey Lee Baron 
May  4 / 29 Nissan  Alex Lischkoff 
May  5 / 30 Nissan  Bessie Helen Harris Rosenthal 
May  9 /   4 Iyyar     Dr. Arny Pock 
May 11 /  6 Iyyar      Arthur Rasnick 
May 11 /  6 Iyyar      Phyliss Fruchtman Maybloom 
May 13 /  8 Iyyar      Sarah Piha Shemaria 
May 13 /  8 Iyyar      Sara Goldstein 
May 16 / 11 Iyyar      Frances Dreyfus 
May 24 / 19 Iyyar      Stanley Rabin 
May 30 / 25 Iyyar      Leor Haas 
 

Zichronam livracha- May their memories be for a 
blessing. Amen. 

DONATIONS FROM THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE 
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO MADE 

DONATIONS DURING APRIL! 
 

 

 
We will provide a comprehensive list of donations in the June edition of the Shofar’s Voice. We appreciate everyone’ 
generous donations during the month. We would especially like to extend our sincere appreciation to everyone who has 
become members of the Martha Miller B'nai Israel Alumni Association. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
Candle Lighting Times for Pensacola, Florida 

Calendar of Events:  May 2019 
 

 
 
Monthly Announcements: 

• 120th Anniversary tickets are on sale now, please call the office or purchase online 
• We encourage everyone to join, like and follow the B’Nai Israel Facebook Group 

https://www.facebook.com/BnaiIsraelPensacola/ 
• Oneg and Kiddush sponsorships are available for May and June, please call the office if 

you are interested in sponsoring a Kiddush or Oneg. 
• If you have not attended Friday night or Shabbat morning services recently, you are 

missing out. Please join us every Shabbat for a wonderful Shabbos experience.  
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DONATIONS: 
Please send this form along with your check to B’Nai Israel Synagogue, P.O. Box 9002, Pensacola, FL, 32513. 
 

o General Fund 

o Cemetery Fund 

o Building Fund 

o Education and Scholarship 

o Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Acknowledge to ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donated by ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________ Zip ________________________ 
 
 
 


