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Kislev - Tevet
5779
December 2018

From the Rabbi’s Desk
My 2019 resolution as your Rabbi at B’nai Israel Synagogue is to develop a comprehensive plan that will guide
our congregational family towards a greater level of spiritually and camaraderie in many different ways over
the next five years.
The Midrash tells us that the burning bush had been there for a long time. It was well known to the local
shepherds and many people came to see the burning bush. So what set Moses apart from the local
shepherds when he saw the burning bush? Moses decided to look closer and investigate. He dedicated extra
time to look into something different.
The civil calendar marks the end of the year 2018. As with every year, many of us will again think about New
Year Resolutions: getting fit, managing stress, eating healthier, or volunteering to help others.
The list is the same almost every year.
Likewise, every end of the year as we pass by the burning bush, we take time to think about how we are going
to improve or change our habits. At the end of the day, we do as the local shepherds did. We just pass by; we
do not investigate! I would like to invite you to make real New Year Resolutions perhaps in small steps (if you
will) that may be helpful and meaningful to help you live a more productive JEWISH life:
•

Light Shabbat Candles even if you are not coming to services, or if your plans for Shabbat are not to
pray or rest. Marking the beginning of Shabbat by gathering family and friends around the light of the
candles. This will restore your spirit.

•

Attend or listen to a Torah class. It doesn’t necessarily need to be at BIS or with me. You have many
resources on-line and in other communities. Maybe getting a Torah partner to study with is a good
idea. Maybe choosing a new book related to Jewish topics (Israel) could enhance your knowledge
about Judaism. (By the way we’re talking about our religion & our heritage).
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•

Eat a kosher meal (at least once a week). Even if you do not keep kosher, dedicate one of your meals to
be different. Make it vegetarian or choose a kosher fish instead. It is so easy and so simple.

•

Say please, thank you, and sorry more frequently. It may sound very naïve or even childlike, but it is so
beneficial for any human relationship.

Remember, the only difference between Moses and the other shepherds was that Moses dedicated some
extra time to look into something different.
You see, I am not asking you to attend services or to participate in our many programs at B’nai Israel
Synagogue. I am sure that if you take advantage of the New Year Resolutions, the rest will truly come
naturally. I hope you will make resolutions in 2019, that are successful physically and nurture your soul as well.
You see only after G-d saw that Moses turned off his regular path to investigate the burning bush did G-d call
out to Moses and offer him the leadership role. May the New Year of 2019 find you in a leadership role as well.
I wish everyone a happy Chanukah, and a healthy and prosperous New Year.
AMEN!!

Happy Chanukah & Happy New Year,

Rabbi Sam Waidenbaum
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President’s Message, December 2018

To my fellow congregants:
The annual meeting of the Congregation was held on Sunday, November 4, 2018, a quorum of synagogue
members voted in a slate of new members of the Board of Directors. Both Karyn Imrich and yours truly
traded our ’acting’ titles and became President and Vice President, respectively. Other new board members
include Paul Unterweger, Helen Adamson and Jerri Mobley, able editor of the Shofar’s Voice.
Friday, November 9th we held our annual Veterans Day erev shabbat dedicated to the memories of the late
Bill Allen and Dr. Arny Pock, z”l. An erev shabbat service befitting the coincidence of Veterans Day, the 80th
Anniversary of the Nazi Pogrom of Kristallnacht and the 100th Anniversary of the end of WWI was led by
Rabbi Sam Waidenbaum.
That was followed by a sumptuous Oneg in the Abe Levin Auditorium prepared by our superb culinary team
headed by Kate Lollar, with able assistance of Faye Rosenbaum, Shelly Landau, Karyn Imrich, Helen Adamson
and Josephine Roberts. Kate’s niece Jami Harris, a professional patisserie chef, created dozens of creative
eye-catching patriotic cupcakes that were delectable treats for dessert. See pictures of the Oneg meal and
dessert offerings in this edition.
We were most fortunate to have as speaker US Navy Lt. Cary Rickoff, a member of the famed US Navy Blue
Angels Aerobatic demonstration team, Class of 2019. He gave generously of his time following the Oneg
answering intelligent questions from attentive synagogue members about his experience as a Naval aviator
and the complicated flying formations of the Blue Angels. He is the grandson of the late Dr. Nate and Greta
Rickoff and nephew of Dr. Scott and Faye Rickoff, residents of Pensacola, members of B'nai Israel
Synagogue. See pictures of Lt. Rickoff and Dr. Scott and Faye Rickoff in this edition.
November 13, 2018 marked the launch of the Stanley Schmerkin Soups fundraiser led by Kate Loller and
the culinary team. The initial offering was a hearty and delicious beef mushroom barley kosher soup,
one of dozens of Schmerkin’s soup recipes. The launch of the Stanley Soups fundraiser was covered in
a Pensacola News Journal feature article on November 15, 2018 followed by a Troy Moon profile article
on November 19, 2018. The second in a series of weekly offerings on November 27, 2018 featured
Schmerkin’s chicken soup for the soul with matzo balls. See PNJ article link below:
https://www.pnj.com/picture-gallery/news/2018/11/14/pensacolas-bnai-israel-synagogue-selling-stanleyskosher-soup/2005624002/#slide:2005653002
In view of the horrific massacre of 11 Jewish worshipers by a neo-Nazi sympathizer at the Pittsburgh Etz Haim
synagogue on October 28, 2018, an Emergency Board meeting was convened on November 6, 2018 by Rabbi
Waidenbaum to review security issues and discuss actions that might be taken. We benefitted from the
professional security experience of Lt. Col. Razi Atuar (ret) of the IDF, CEO of Zotagroup. Pursuant to the
Emergency Meeting, the board convened a working Security Committee on November 13, 2018 to consider
proposals for enhancing the safety and security of the synagogue and its members. At the meeting were
special agents of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) members of the regional FBI Joint
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Terrorism Task Force, Lt. Col. Atuar and Kohl Rabin, synagogue member, who is an experienced electronic
technician. Kohl had prepared a schematic of an integrated security system. With the assistance of Karyn
Imrich we identified Florida licensed alarm installation and monitoring companies and issued a request on
November 25, 2018 for solicitation with a return proposal date of December 3rd.
Selection of a qualified vendor will be on the agenda of the December 11, 2018 board meeting. Other items
on the agenda for that board meeting include approval of a CPA firm for a review audit of the books and
accounts of B’nai Israel, approval of a FEMA USDHS non-profit grant application to fund the proposed
security system, approval of the proposed 2019 synagogue budget, and review of proposals for building and
roofing remediation.
As the month of Kislev morphs into Tevet we will celebrate Hanukkah – the Festival of Lights - that begins on
evening of December 1st and ends on the evening of December 10th. The annual synagogue Latke Party will
be held on Sunday, December 9th at 1:00PM. Kate Lollar and the culinary team may have an Israeli treat
Sufganiyah- powdered jelly-filled doughnuts.

See you in shul.
Jerry Gordon
Jerome B. Gordon
President

Sunday December 9th 1:00 PM Abe Levin Auditorium
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Veterans Day Guest Speaker: US Navy Lt. Cary Rickoff with Dr. Scott and Faye Rickoff.

pg. 6

Oneg meal and Dessert Offering prepared for the Veteran’s Day Celebration

Delicious cupcakes made by Jami Harris (niece of Kate Lollar) who has her own business
"Totally Baked Cupcakes".
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December
2
4
8
10
12
14

Avi Baurberg
Joshua Davies
Joel Beck
Dee Shemaria
Evelyn Goodman
Doreen Swartz

December
5
6
25
30

pg. 8

Franklin & Joan Kay
Nathan & Myra Kahn
Joel & Jacqueline Beck
Marci & Ross Goodman

15
15
16
19
19
23

Esther Allen
Betty Davies
Shelly Davies
Gene Rosenbaum
Freda Glatt
Philip Shemaria

December
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12 / 4 Tevet

Sarah Rabinowitz

14 / 6 Tevet

Al Kahn

17 / 9 Tevet

Stephen Goldstein

18 / 10 Tevet

Shirley Asch

19 / 11 Tevet

Mima Benchetrit

20 / 12 Tevet

Isaac Goodman

21 / 13 Tevet

Martha Miller

24 / 16 Tevet

Bella Asch

25 / 17 Tevet

Ida Soclof

27 / 19 Tevet

Irvin Kramer

28 / 20 Tevet

Rachel Daves

28 / 20 Tevet

Anne Ethel Goldman

29 / 21 Tevet

Bennie Rosenbaum

30 / 22 Tevet

Allen Levin

31 / 23 Tevet

David Levin

31 / 23 Tevet

Molly Kahn

Memorial Donations for Joan Robinson
Norman & Josie Roberts
Gene Rosenbaum
Joe & Faye Rosenbaum
Memorial Donations for Estelle Kapner
Sharon Rosenbaum
Stanley's Soup Start-up Fund
Stanley Schmerken & Sue Ordon
General Fund
Delores Livingston
Keith Stimmell

This blessing said only first night
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Remarks of Jerry Gordon
In Honor of Veteran’s Day
and
Remembrance of Kristallnacht
B’nai Israel Synagogue
Pensacola, Florida
November 9, 2018
Tonight, we honor the service of Veterans from the B’nai Israel Synagogue who served in various branches of
our military during World War Two, the Cold War, the Korean and Viet Nam conflicts, Iraq, Afghanistan and
Kosovo. It is a night of coincidences. We especially celebrate the significant contributions to this annual
Veterans Day event from the late Bill Allen and Dr. Arny Pock both Navy veterans. Rabbi Waidenbaum and I,
among others in the synagogue, served in the Viet Nam era. We both experienced the pain of loss of
colleagues who fell in mortal combat as well as comradeship with those who served in our respective units.
November 9-10th is the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the “night of broken glass” in 1938 when Hitler
perpetrated a nation-wide pogrom in response to the assassination of a German diplomat Ernst Von Rath at
the Paris Embassy by a 17-year-old Polish Jew Herschel Grynspan. The Nazi SA and Hitler youth rampaged
through Germany and Austria 7,500 Jewish homes and businesses were ransacked, 267 synagogues were
attacked, 76 were destroyed, 91 people were killed. Most significantly 30,000 Jewish men were sent to Nazi
concentration camps at Dachau, Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen. The father of my freshman roommate at
Boston University, who was later to become a USAF officer, was one of those incarcerated at Sachsenshausen
and released after his wife bribed the Nazi camp commandant. German Jews were fined over $400 million
for the cleanup of the Nazi pogrom. It marked the end for Jews in Germany. Many consider it as the
precursor for Hitler’s Final Solution, the murder of six million European Jewish men, women and children in
unspeakable ways.
This weekend also commemorates the end of WWI, which many older members of this Synagogue knew as
Armistice Day – when the conflict ended on the 11th hour of the 1th day of the 11th month in November
1918. The Great War took its toll on millions of soldiers and civilians along a 400-mile front of trench warfare
from the North Atlantic to the Swiss Border and beyond in Italy, Austria and Russia. As a child growing up in
New England, Armistice Day was denoted in red buddy poppies pinned in lapels. The red poppies were in
memoriam for the American Expeditionary Force 116,708 killed, 204,000 wounded and those who fell gravely
ill from the global Flu Pandemic. American Marines and soldiers of the AEF under the Command of Gen. John
“Black Jack” Pershing fought valiantly in major battles in 1918 at Château-Thierry, Bellau Woods, Ste. Mihail
and at Argonne Meuse virtually up Armistice Day. 10,000 Allied and German troops were killed up to
Armistice day. Three American Jews received the Congressional Medal of Honor for actions during the Great
War. The Treaty of Versailles in May 1919 didn’t end the Great War for some US AEF units, they served in the
Civil War in Russia through 1920.
Tonight, we are fortunate to have as our guest and speaker Navy Lt. Cary Rickoff of Atlanta, Georgia. He has
been appointed to the famed Navy aerobatics demonstration team, the Blue Angels. Rickoff, a 2009
graduate of Duke University was previously assigned an F/A-18 Hornet pilot to the “Golden Eagles” of VT22. We, in Pensacola, Florida’s Jewish community are especially proud of Cary's achievements. He is the
grandson of the late Dr. Nate and Greta Rickoff and nephew of Dr. Scott and Faye Rickoff, residents of
Pensacola, members of B'nai Israel Synagogue. He has been assigned as narrator for the Blue Angel Airshows
responsible for liaison and logistics during his first year with the Navy aerobatics team. Following this first
year, he will become a member of the Delta formation of the Blue Angels for the remaining two years of this
assignment.
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Available Every Tuesday at 1200

Make sure you don’t miss out. The soups are going very quickly. To ensure your order either call 850433-7311 or email help@bnaiisraelpensacola.org to reserve your soup.
Watch for details on soup types coming on December 11, December 18, and December 25. Tell all your
friends about this awesome Kosher soup and fundraiser for B’nai Israel Synagogue!
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Breakfast with The Rabbi

Who knew? Our rabbi not only
teaches and guides our spiritual
life. He can sure cook! On Sunday,
November 18, 2018, Rabbi treated
participants of the Tallit and Tefillin
class to a scrumptious pancake
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Shabbat
Services 6:30
pm
9 a Tallit and
Tefillin

Torah
Study
6:30 p

11a Hebrew
Class

Shabbat
Services 6:30
pm

9 a Tallit
and Tefillin

Board
Meeting 6 p

11a Hebrew
Class

Torah
Study
6:30 p

Shabbat
Services 6:30
pm

9 a Tallit
and Tefillin
11a Hebrew
Class

9 a Tallit
and Tefillin
11a Hebrew
Class

Torah
Study
6:30 p

Shabbat
Services 6:30

No Torah
Study

Shabbat
Services 6:30

pm

pm

Shabbat
Service 9:30 am
Rabbi’s Lunch
and
Learn

Shabbat
Service
9:30 am

Shabbat
Service
9:30 am

Shabbat
Service
9:30 am

Shabbat
Service
9:30 am

No
Classes

Candle Lighting
November 30, 2018
December 7, 2018
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4:30 pm
4:30 pm

Shabbat Ends
December 1, 2018
December 8, 2018

5:26 pm
5:27 pm

December 14, 2018
December 21, 2018
December 28, 2018

4:32 pm
4:35 pm
4:39 pm

December 15, 2018
December 22, 2018
December 29, 2018

5:29 pm
5:32 pm
5:36 pm
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DONATIONS:
Please send this form along with your check to B’Nai Israel Synagogue, P.O. Box 9002, Pensacola, FL, 35213-9002.

o General Fund
o Cemetery Fund
o Building Fund
o Education and Scholarship
o Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________________________
Acknowledge to ________________________________________________________________________________
Donated by ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Address ___________________________________________________________ Zip ________________________
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