
Shavuot Without Shul: A Guide 

Erev Shavuot, Thursday, May 28 

• Make an Eiruv Tavshilin. Set aside a cooked food that will not be eaten before Shabbat, and a 

baked food (the baked food is not absolutely essential), and state “by this Eiruv it is permissible 

for us to cook and bake and do all our needs on Yom Tov for Shabbat.” 

• It is customary to decorate one’s home with plants and flowers. 

• One should make an effort to daven Mincha before plag ha-mincha (6:45pm). 

• Candles should be lit at 8:01pm. Many women have the custom to recite shehecheyanu 

immediately after lighting candles (note: women who will be reciting Kiddush themselves may not 

recite shehecheyanu at candle lighting. If they said it accidentally at candle lighting, they may not 

say it in Kiddush). If candles are not lit before Yom Tov begins, they may be lit afterwards from an 

existing flame. 

• On the first evening of Shavuot, it is customary to recite Kiddush and begin the meal after nightfall 

(8:58pm). Our minhag is that this applies to making Kiddush only; in shul, we do not wait until 

nightfall to daven Maariv. When davening at home, however, it is advisable (but not required) 

simply to daven Maariv after nightfall and make Kiddush immediately thereafter. 

• Those who are ill or find it very difficult to eat late may light candles, daven Maariv, and make 

Kiddush after 7:00pm. If possible, one should wait until after sunset (~8:20pm) to recite Kiddush. 

One must remember to repeat the Shema after 8:58pm. 

First Day Shavuot, Friday, May 29 

• For those who stay up all night: 

o Wash hands, as if getting up in the morning, after 3:42am. 

o Just before davening, use the restroom and touch a covered body part, wash hands and 

recite al netilat yadayim and asher yatzar. 

o If possible, hear the blessings of birkot haTorah, elohai neshamah, and hama’avir chevlei 

sheinah from someone who slept. If no such person is available, elohai neshamah, and 

hama’avir chevlei sheinah may be recited oneself. One should have in mind to fulfill the 

obligation of birkat haTorah when reciting Ahavah Rabbah, then study a bit of Torah 

immediately after the Amidah of Shacharit. 

o One should put on one’s tallit and begin Psukei deZimra after 4:20am. 

• The ideal time for Shacharit is so that one begins the Amidah at sunrise (5:27am). Men should 

daven Shacharit before 9:10am. 

• Regular davening for Yom Tov that falls on a weekday, with insertions for Shavuot. Full Hallel with 

a bracha. 

• The Torah service is omitted entirely. If one chooses, however, it is of course appropriate to recite 

or study the day’s Torah reading (Exodus 20) and the poem Akdamut. 

• One recites Ashrei, Musaf for Shavuot, Ein Keloheinu, Aleinu, Shir Shel Yom. 

• It is customary to eat dairy on Shavuot. However, this should not supplant the eating of meat 

(especially for one who prefers meat to dairy). On different methods for fulfilling this custom, see 

here. If the link does not open, you can cut and past the following URL into your browser: 

https://www.jewishpress.com/judaism/halacha-hashkafa/an-all-dairy-shavuot-preferred-or-

prohibited/2019/06/05/ 
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• One may cook and prepare for Shabbat any time during the day. 

• Recite Mincha after 1:31pm and preferably before plag ha-mincha (6:46pm). 

• One may light Shabbat candles, daven Maariv (for Yom Tov with insertions for Shabbat), and make 

Kiddush after 7:00pm. Repeat Shema after 9:00pm. 

• Those who are not accepting Shabbat early should light candles by 8:01pm. 

• Shabbat candles should be lit from an existing flame. Preferably, they should be lit in a dim place 

where they contribute meaningfully to the illumination. 

Second Day Shavuot, Shabbat, May 30 

• Shacharit and Musaf are the same as the previous day but with insertions for Shabbat. 

• The Book of Ruth need not be recited, but of course may be chanted or studied (without a bracha) 

if one wishes. 

• Yizkor may be recited without a minyan. Please bear in mind that the main purpose of Yizkor is to 

pledge to Tzedaka in memory of the deceased; this year, due to the current situation, it is 

appropriate to increase the amount of one’s pledges. 

• Wash for the morning meal before 12:53pm. A convenient suggestion for Shavuot which falls on 

Shabbat is to eat dairy at the morning meal and meat at se‘udah shlishit, or vice versa.  

• Daven Mincha after 1:31pm and before eating se‘udah shlishit. 

• Begin se‘udah shlishit before 8:19pm. 

• Shabbat/Yom Tov ends at 9:10pm. Maariv and Havadalah are identical to those on a regular 

motza’ei Shabbat. 


