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Sinning Against Whom?
by Rabbi Yaakov Hoffman

You know how sometimes you misremember lines from famous
works of literature? Lehavdil, I have that experience in Parshas
Vayeshev. When Yosef resists the advances of Potiphar’s wife, he

explains (Genesis 39:8-9): 

ubbht /hshc i,b uk ah rat kfu ,hcc vn h,t gsh tk hbst iv

ratc l,ut ot hf vnutn hbnn laj tku hbnn vzv ,hcc kusd

///k h,tyju ,tzv vksdv vgrv vagt lhtu wu,at ,t

Behold, my master, having me, knoweth not what is in the house, and
he hath put all that he hath into my hand. He is not greater in this
house than I; neither hath he withheld anything from me but thee,
because thou art his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against…

I always think the next word should read hbustk “my master”! After
all, the whole speech discusses the interpersonal violation such an affair
would constitute. But Yosef actually concludes his monologue with the
assertion that engaging in such behavior would mean him sinning 
ohvk-tk “against God.”

Even when it seems that Yosef is tapping into his internal moral
compass, he never loses sight of the fact that our actual navigational tool
in life must be God’s will. This concept is, of course, crucial because
people’s “innate” attitudes toward what constitutes correct behavior are
diverse and under the influence of constant cultural change. We need an
objective standard, which means that our intuition must always be
subservient to the Torah.

This is why we traditionally call our protagonist ehsmv ;xuh. Yosef is
the quintessential righteous person not only because he resisted
temptation, but because he did so for the right reasons. Throughout his
travails, Yosef remembered the lesson of his father’s house--not only of
ethical comportment, but of Whom we aim to please by moral behavior.

A Message From The Rabbi . . .

(continued next page)



cuy kzn / Congratulations
To Shelley Bulman on the bar mitzvah of her grandson Ahron Zacks,
and to the parents, Devorah & Yaakov Zacks

To Scott Smith on his engagement to Chana Wolfson

To Erika Bauer on the bar mitzvah of her great grandson, Shalev
Rubinstein, in Israel, and to the grandparents, Karen & Yoran Shlomi,
and to the parents, Rabbi Michael & Ruth Rubinstein

To Sonya Jacobs on the birth of a great grandson, and to the grandparents,
Chani & Mark Grunwald, and to the parents, Aviva & Avi Assaban

To Sonya Jacobs on the birth of a great granddaughter, and to the
grandparents, Sarah & Yitzchok Horowitz, and to the parents,
Nechama & Tovia Horowitz

The book of Bereishit, while itself containing few laws, introduces the
Torah’s legal system by teaching us the attitudes we must absorb from our
illustrious ancestors in order to fully appreciate how to live a Jewish life.
Our recognition of right and wrong must stem not from our personal
feelings, but from Divine revelation.

Condolences to:

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our long-time
member Bertha Gruenspecht o"h.

We regret to inform you of the passing of Ephraim Rosenstock’s father-
in-law, William Benjamin o''h.

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our long-time
member Ina Sondheim (Brendel bat Uri) o"h.

May they be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem
ohkaurhu iuhm hkct rta lu,c of,t ojbh ouenv



Kiddush Sponsors:
Sept. 28, Nitzavim: Margot Fein in memory of her grandmother, Anna
Ossip Finestone

Oct. 5, Vayeilech: Charlie & Marjorie Gregor in celebration of the
3rd birthday of their grandaughter, Rivka Gregor

Oct. 19, Chol Hamoed Sukkot: the Hoffmans in celebration of the
Rabbi’s birthday

Oct. 22, Simchat Torah: Sonya Jacobs on the yahrzeits of her father,
Israel Shteierman, and her father-in-law, Rav Shmuel Jacobs, and in
memory of her husband, Meyer Jacobs

Oct 26, Bereishit: Judy & Elan Rieser on the 14th yahrzeit of Dr.
Michelle Daman Wasserman

Nov. 9, Lech Lecha: Charlie & Marjorie Gregor in celebration of
their 35th wedding anniversary

Nov. 16, Vayera: Morris & Laura Whitcup in honor of all their friends
at Washington Heights Congregation  

Nov. 23, Chayei Sarah: Morris & Laura Whitcup in memory of
Laura’s father, Joseph Treitel, and her aunt, Alice Jakobowitz; and
Yoseph Ainbinder on the yahrzeit of his mother, Tamara Ainbinder

Dec. 7, Vayetzei: Erika Bauer in celebration of the bar mitzvah of her
great grandson, Shalev Avraham Rubinstein

Dec. 14, Vayishlach: Mordecai & Leslie Segall in honor of Mordecai
being Chasan Bereshit  

Dec. 21, Vayeshev: Jack & Barbara Segall

Dec. 28, Miketz: Rabbi Yaakov & Giti Hoffman in honor of the
Rabbi being Chasan Torah

If you are interested in sponsoring a Kiddush, please call the Shul office (212) 923-4407



Welcome to New Members:

Rabbi Heshy & Chasida Reichman

MORIAH OLDER ADULT 
LUNCHEON CLUB

was founded in 1974 to serve seniors of all ethnicities in 
Washington Heights and Inwood – two communities 

which contain the highest percentage 
of seniors in the New York area. 

Moriah creates an atmosphere of warmth, comfort 
and emotional support as it serves fresh, nutritious, 

hot lunches daily to approximately 100 seniors. 

Moriah is the only Glatt Kosher Senior Center 
in Northern Manhattan.

In addition, Moriah enhances the lives of its 
senior congregates by sponsoring a varied 

recreation and education program. 
The program includes nutrition education, music, 

discussion groups, craft classes, chair dancing, movies, 
computer lab and computer education, exercise and bingo. 

We also feature a book club and periodic concerts. 
Holiday parties and birthday parties are 

an integral part of our program. 
This year, we expanded our program to include a 
Wellness Project, offering weekly yoga classes 

and monthly massage therapy sessions.

For more information and/or to receive 
their e-mail news letter please go to 
http://www.moriahseniorcenter.org

or call 
212-923-5715



Washington Heights Congregation Zmanim
Winter 2020 / 5780

SHABBAT PARASHAT
VAYIGASH
JANUARY 3-4

Candle Lighting  4:22
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat  4:30
Shacharit  8:40
Mincha 4:20
Maariv/Havdalah 5:26

FAST OF TEVET
TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

Fast begins 5:42
Fast ends 5:21

SHABBAT PARASHAT
VAYECHI
JANUARY 10-11

Candle Lighting 4:29
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 4:35
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 4:30
Maariv/Havdalah 5:33

SHABBAT PARASHAT
SHEMOT
JANUARY 17-18

Candle Lighting 4:37
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 4:45
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 4:35
Maariv/Havdalah 5:40

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
PARASHAT VAERA
JANUARY 24-25

Candle Lighting 4:45
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 4:55
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 4:45
Maariv/Havdalah 5:48

SHABBAT PARASHAT BO
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 1

Candle Lighting 4:54
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 5:00
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 4:55
Maariv/Havdalah 5:56 

SHABBAT PARASHAT
BESHALACH
FEBRUARY 7-8

Candle Lighting 5:02
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 5:10
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 5:00
Maariv/Havdalah 6:04 

TU B’SHVAT
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10

SHABBAT PARASHAT YITRO
FEBRUARY 14-15

Candle Lighting 5:11
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 5:20
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 5:10
Maariv/Havdalah 6:12 

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
PARASHAT SHEKALIM
MISHPATIM
FEBRUARY 21-22

Candle Lighting 5:19
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 5:25
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 5:20
Maariv/Havdalah 6:20

Zmanim subject to change: please consult the website and 
weekly e-mails for the latest times



SHABBAT PARASHAT
TERUMAH
FEBRUARY 28-29

Candle Lighting 5:28
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 5:35
Shacharit  (note early start) 8:35
Mincha 5:25
Maariv/Havdalah 6:27  

SHABBAT ZACHOR
PARASHAT TETZAVEH
MARCH 6-7

Candle Lighting 5:35
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 5:45
Shacharit  (note early start) 8:30
Mincha 5:35
Maariv/Havdalah 6:35  

TAANIT ESTHER
MONDAY, MARCH 9

Fast begins 5:44
Mincha 6:35
Maariv 7:30  

PURIM!
MONDAY-TUESDAY, 
MARCH 9-10

Shacharit 8:10  

SHABBAT PARAH
PARASHAT KI TISA
MARCH 13-14

Candle Lighting 6:43
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 6:50
Shacharit 8:40
Mincha 6:45
Maariv/Havdalah 7:43  

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
PARASHAT HACHODESH
VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEI
MARCH 20-21

Candle Lighting 6:51
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00
Shacharit  8:40
Mincha 6:50
Maariv/Havdalah 7:51

SHABBAT PARASHAT
VAYIKRA
MARCH 27-28

Candle Lighting 6:58
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00
Shacharit  8:40
Mincha 7:00
Maariv/Havdalah 7:58

SHABBAT HAGADOL
PARASHAT TZAV
APRIL 3-4

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00
Candle Lighting 7:06
Shacharit  8:40
Mincha 6:45
Maariv/Havdalah 8:06

If you have any questions or needs,
please call the Shul office at 

(212) 923-4407
The answering machine is 

checked frequently.
You may also consult our website at

www.bridgeshul.com



Please Patronize Our Advertisers

Jewish Community Council
of Washington Heights & Inwood

121 Bennett Avenue, Suite 11A
New York, NY 10033

(212) 568-5450 • info@jccwhi.com • www.jccwhi.org

Social Services
Accessing Entitlements

Senior Services
Low Cost Car Service

Food Pantry
Shabbat/Yom Tov Meals for Seniors

Crisis Intervention

Housing Department
Housing Entitlements
Advocacy for Tenants
Eviction Prevention
Apartment Referrals

Programs
Social & Holiday Programs
Senior Trips and Events

Community-wide Workshops
Volunteer Opportunities



HATZOLOH
(212) 230-1000

For current status 
of the

Hudson Heights Eruv, 
call the Eruv Hotline:

(646) 450-ERUV 
3 7 8 8

Y&Y Caterers

Howard Bloom, D.D.S.

427 Fort Washington Avenue
New York, NY 10033
(212) 795-8070

The Eruv
Information about the boundaries of the Washington Heights and YU Eruvin can be found at

http://images.shulcloud.com/131/attachments/6279_DOC082112-003.pdf.

Note that the eruv does not extend into Fort Tryon Park or Gorman Park.

Find the CURRENT STATUS of both eruvin at http://www.mtsinaishul.com/, or call 646-450-ERUV,

or send a text message (SMS) to 412-213-8991. If only the YU eruv is listed as unchecked, check

www.yueruv.org closer to Shabbat, or listen to announcements in shul on Friday night.
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DR. ELLIOTT GUTMAN

GENERAL DENTISTRY

801 WEST 180th STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10033

(212) 923-1982

LATEST TECHNOLOGY
DIGITAL X-RAYS

SAFER AND FASTER
90% LESS RADIATION

House Calls Available

In House Laboratory

• Dentures 

• Implants 

• Bridgework 

• Root Canal 

• Bleaching and 

• Cosmetic Dentistry

SAFER AND FASTER
90% LESS RADIATION
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