
TW@Kesher 
Elul 13-14 / September 9-10 

Parshat Ki Teitzei 
Shabbat Shalom!  

 
Shabbat Schedule 
Scholar in Residence:                            
Rabbi Joshua Berman                                          

Friday, September 9 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 6:57pm 
 
Kabbalat Shabbat   7:05pm  
 
Friday Night Shiur 9:00pm 
Hosted by Tenzer Family: 401 Whitewood 
Road, Englewood 
Only a Start-Up Nation Can Build the  
Beit Ha-Mikdash  
 
Shabbat Day, September 10 
Beit Midrash   8:45am 
Followed by kiddush sponsored by Judith 
Bachman and Daniel Dyckman in honor of 
Solomon’s Bar Mitzvah. 
 
Main Sanctuary 9:15am  
Followed by kiddush in the social hall 
sponsored by Susie Helft and Josh Drazen. 
 
Babysitting  
with Geeta 9:30am   
 
Latest Time for  
Keriat Shema  9:42am  
  
Youth Groups  10:15am 
 
Toddler-Parent  
Group   10:15am 
 
Pre-Mincha Shiur 6:05pm 
The Laws of the Torah:Why are they 
repeated? Why do they Conflict?  
 
Mincha        6:50pm 
 
Seudat Shelishit following sponsored by Aimé 
Dahan in honor of the yahrzeit of his father 

 אליהו בר יקות וחיים.
 
Post-Mincha Shiur:  7:15pm 
Without Apologies, Without Forgiveness: 
Repairing Relationships in the Tanakh  

 
Havdalah  7:56pm 
 

KESHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mazal Tov to Judith Bachman and Daniel Dyckman on Solomon’s 
Bar Mitzvah. Mazal Tov to siblings, Isaac and Sam. 
 
Rosh Hashanah Event - Shofar Making Workshop 
September 11th, 2022 at 4:15pm 
$36 per family 
Kesher Social Hall 
Register here. 

Pre-Selichot Concert/Kumsitz: Saturday night, September 17               
Concert at 10pm, Selichot at 11:30pm 

Pre-Rosh Hashanah Family Kabbalat Shabbat and Friday Night 
Dinner: September 23, 7:45pm. Youth programming will be available. 
Register here. 
 
Kesher Spirituality invites you to welcome Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 
under the new moon. Tenafly Nature Center, Tuesday, October 25th. 
Bonfire + Cider + Song 7:30pm 
Night Hike 8:00pm 
ADULTS ONLY 
Register here. 
 
 
HIGH HOLIDAYS 

High Holiday Seats 
• Full members are entitled to seats at no additional charge for their 

immediate family (adults and children over the age of 10).  
• Affiliate member pricing is $100 per seat for adults and $50 for 

children over the age of 10. 
Pricing for member guest seats is $180 per adult guest and $50 per 
child.   

• Trustee level donors are entitled to 2 free adult guests, 3 free child 
guests.  

• President level donors are entitled to unlimited guest seats.  
Youth groups will be available for children ages 3 and up. Stay tuned for 
more information. 
  
Register for High Holiday seating here. 
 
 
 
 

Weekday Schedule 
 
Sunday September 11 
Shacharit 8:30am 
Mincha/Maariv 6:55pm 
 
Monday Sept. 12– Thursday, Sept. 15 
Shacharit  6:30am  
 
Mincha/Maariv  6:55pm 
 
Next Friday, September 16 
 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 

https://www.keshernj.com/form/shofar-factory
https://www.keshernj.com/event/friday-night-dinner-2022
https://www.keshernj.com/form/night-hike
https://www.keshernj.com/form/high-holiday-reservations-2022


 DIVREI TORAH  

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks: To the Third and Fourth Generations 
 

Rabbi Avishai Milner: The Prohibition on Charging Interest as a Key Factor in a Robust Society 
 
 

DVAR TORAH FROM RABBI BLOCK 

Parshat Ki Teitze 
 
Ki Teitze is the most mitzvah-dense parsha in the Torah. It contains many teachings - some new, and many of 
which are repeats of previous teachings offered in different ways. 
 
One example is the law requiring that we return lost property to its original owners. This rule is first mentioned 
in Shemot, (23:4-5) but is mentioned again here with interesting changes in the formulation of the law.  
 
Perhaps the most glaring variation is that the laws in Shemot are formulated in the positive form, requiring that 
we restore lost property. In Devarim, they are formulated in the negative, with the concluding exhortation: " לא
 You must not remain indifferent." (Deut. 22:3)תוכל להתעלם", "
 
The Hebrew phrasing is noteworthy. The prohibition - "you must not" - is conveyed through the words “lo 
tuchal.” This phrase literally means “you will not be able to.” Indeed, elsewhere in the Torah, that is how the 
term is always used. So, for example, God takes Avraham outside and asks him whether “he is able to count” 
the stars in the heavens  ,)האם תוכל לספור אותם(promising that the people of Israel will be just as numerous. In 
well over 50 instances where this word - yachol - appears in the Torah (in its various forms), the word always 
refers to physical capabilities to do or not do something. In fact, there are only 8 instances where the word is 
taken to convey a legal prohibition. All 8 instances are in Devarim, and 5 of these are in our parsha. (The other 
three are in last week’s).  
 
The special use of the word "tuchal" should lead us to think about the different motivations we may have for 
performing a deed or refraining from performing an act. Sometimes we make a decision simply in order to 
follow the rules. We may even wish to do otherwise, but the law prevents us from following our wishes. But in 
other cases we make our decisions based on a deep-seated feeling that we must choose this way, that we 
really have no choice at all. We “are not able to” do otherwise. Perhaps Moshe is seeking  
to move us to that kind of moral ground, where we simply cannot see ourselves  
doing the wrong thing.  
 
Where does Moshe seek to instill that deep sense of inherent commitment? The three cases in last week’s 
Torah portion are about national concerns - the Torah’s rules about establishing a central shrine to serve God, 
and a Jewish monarchy loyal to God and the Torah. Moshe hopes that our devotion to the unity and integrity of 
Israel will be deep-rooted and visceral.  
 
But the instances in this week’s parsha, on the other hand, are of a different sort. As  
in our case of the injunction not to be indifferent to lost property, each case in  
our parsha is about creating an internal, personal commitment to respecting our connection with other human 
beings, including people we may not particularly love or even know. If you wish, we may associate this feeling 
with the responses some people gave after the Shoah, when they were asked why they, among all the many 
others around them, tried to hide and save Jews. Often times the answer was a simple shrug and affirmation 
that they could not imagine doing anything else. They “were not able to” be indifferent to another human 
being's suffering. 
 
This month of Elul, may we cultivate that inner sense of commitment that turns the choice to do what's right 
into a duty to do so. 
 
Shabbat shalom. 

https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/ki-teitse/to-the-third-and-fourth-generations/
https://ots.org.il/parshat-ki-tetze-the-prohibition-on-charging-interest-as-a-key-factor-in-a-robust-society/

