
TW@Kesher 
Nisan 2-3 / March 24-25 

Parshat Vayikra 
Shabbat Shalom 

Shabbat Schedule 
 
Friday, March 24 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 6:54pm 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat Shabbat   7:00pm  
 
Shabbat Day, March 25 
Latest Time for  
Keriat Shema  9:57am 
 
Beit Midrash 8:30am 
Followed by kiddush sponsored by Ephrat 
and Ron Orgel in celebration of Rafi’s Bar 
Mitzvah. 
 
Main Sanctuary 9:15am  
Followed by kiddush sponsored by Ephrat 
and Ron Orgel in celebration of Rafi’s Bar 
Mitzvah.  
 
Babysitting  
with Geeta 9:30am   
 
Junior Congregation 10:15am 
Board room 
Daven & Donuts sponsored by Jackie and 
Josh Fulop. 
 
Youth Groups  10:15am 
  
Toddler-Parent  
Group   10:15am 
 
Daf Yomi 6:05pm 
 
Mincha        6:50pm 
Followed by seudat shelishit sponsored by 
Sarah and Oren Adler in memory of Limor 
Adler Bat Gidon and Ayala and Risha 
(Rachel) Bat Abram Nussen and Sura Leja. 
 
Havdalah  7:54pm 

KESHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mazal tov to Rafi Orgel on becoming a Bar Mitzvah. 
Mazal tov to Ephrat and Ron Orgel. 
 
JFNNJ March Mega Food Drive 
Kesher is collecting non-perishable foods and pet food donations in the office 
through March 31. Donate your Purim nosh before Pesach! 
 
Take a break! Join your friends and family Friday night March 31 for a Pre-
Pesach Shabbat dinner at Kesher.  
Youth Programming will be offered during dinner. 
Cost: $36 per person or $144 family max 
Space is limited. Register by Monday, March 27. 
 
Clothing Collection 
Laila Fromen is collecting gently used clothing for her Bat Mitzvah project.  
Please drop off clothing at the Fromen house 80 Church St., Englewood.  
Can leave it on the porch until April 1. 
 
Rabbi Block’s Pre-Pesach Shiur 
Insights in the Haggadah for Our Seder Tables 
Sunday, April 2, 8:15pm at Kesher 
 
Shaimos Collection 
Kesher is collecting shaimos including siddurim, seforim or pages of text unfit for 
the trash. Items may be dropped off outside the office at Kehilat Kesher 
through Sunday, April 2. Requested donation of $30 per bag/box. 
 
Mechirat Chametz Hours 
Thursday evening, March 30, 8:30-9:30pm 
Sunday morning, April 2, 9:00-10:00am 
Sunday evening, April 2, 9:15-10:15pm 
Monday evening April 3, 8:30-9:30pm 
Every morning and evening after minyan.  
Print the form here. 
 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration 
Tuesday, April 18th at 7pm 
Congregation Ahavath Torah, 240 Broad Avenue, Englewood 
 
Kayama Book Club 
Sunday April 23, 8pm 
Abide with Me by Elizabeth Strout 
Hosted by Abigail Gross, 290 Morrow Rd., Englewood 
 
Kesher Annual Meeting 
Sunday, May 14, 8:15pm at Kesher and on Zoom 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gift of Life Bone Marrow Drive 
Sunday March 26, 7-10am 
Stop by Congregation Ahavath Torah to be swabbed and added to the bone 
marrow registry.  

 
BEREAVEMENT 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Deborah Malka, sister of community 
members Michael and Jack Malka. 
 
May the family be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem     

 

 

Weekday Schedule 
 
Sun., March 26 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 
Mincha/Maariv 7:05pm 
 
Mon. March 27-Thurs. March 30 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Mincha/Maariv 7:00pm 
 
Next Fri., March 31 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 
Mincha/ 
KabbalatShabbat 7:00pm 
 
Candle Lighting 7:01pm 
 
Friday Night Dinner 8:00pm 
 
 
 
 

https://www.keshernj.com/form/pre-pesach-dinner-march-31
https://images.shulcloud.com/642/uploads/MechiratChametzForm5783.pdf


 DIVREI TORAH  

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks: The Pursuit of Meaning 
 
Rabbi Dr. Mordechai Schiffman: Mistakes Were Made 
 
 

DVAR TORAH BY RABBI BLOCK 

Attitude Reflects Leadership, Leadership Reflects Attitude 
 
After describing the construction of the mishkan, the Torah moves on with the start of Vayikra to describing the 
sacrificial rite that would take place each day in the Mishkan. 
 
The parsha begins with voluntary sacrifices, then moves on to obligatory ones that an individual may have to bring. 
A bit later on in the parsha, we read about some obligatory communal offerings. One of those being the fascinating 
chapter of the Par Helem davar shel tzibbur. “The bull brought because of a matter forgotten by the 
community.” (Vayikra 4:13-21) 

 
ר ת ה׳ ֲאֶשֶׁ֥ ל־ִמְצו ֺ֧ ת ִמכׇּ ּו ַאַחִ֨ ָעשְ֠ ל ְוְ֠ ר ֵמֵעיֵנֵ֖י ַהָקָהָ֑ ּו ְוֶנְעַלַ֣ם ָדָבּ֔ ת ִיְשָרֵא֙ל ִיְשגּ֔ ל־ֲעַדַ֤ ם כׇּ מּו׃ל   ְוִאִ֨ יָנה ְוָאֵשֵֽׁ א־ֵתָעֶשֵ֖  

If it is the community of Israel that has erred, and the matter escapes the notice of the congregation, so that they do 
any of the things which because of God’s commandments ought not to be done, and they realize guilt… 

 
This enigmatic verse introduces a situation where the entire community of Israel sins regarding a particular matter of 
gravity, one which had it been a single individual who transgressed erroneously, they’d have to bring a private sin 
offering. Here, since the mistake is one made by the entire community, there is one, larger, more substantial offering 
(a bull), brought by the entire community. 
 
The oral Torah’s understanding of this issue though, is astounding. Cited by Rashi on our verse, our rabbis 
understood that the mistake here was made by the entirely of the people not of their own volition, but rather due to 
an erroneous ruling of the Sanhedrin Hagadol, the High court of 71 that sits in Jerusalem. They ruled on a matter, 
telling the people it was permissible, and later realized they were mistaken and it was actually prohibited. And yet, 
while the mistake of the community is clearly the fault of the erroneous ruling of the court, the verse presents both 
the mistake, as well as the subsequent atonement offering as coming entirely from the people. As the Torah says in 
the next verse:  

 
את ר ֶבן־ָבָק֙ר ְלַחָטּ֔ ל ַפַ֤ יבּו ַהָקָהָ֜  ְוִהְקִרִ֨

And the community shall bring a bull as a sin offering 
 
Why does the Torah choose to present this required sacrifice as emanating from the community, when the ones at 
fault are the leaders? 
 
The Or Hachayim in his commentary to the verse offers a fascinating and sobering take. As a people, we get the 
leaders we deserve. 

 
ובדרך רמז ירצה שאם ישגו העדה ויטעו מדרך הישר, גם סנהדרי ישראל תורתם תהיה נעלמת מהם, לצד שלא השגיחו על עדת ה׳ ליישר  

 המעקשים, כי החטא יולד חטא אחר
 
According to the Or Hachayim, the word  ,ישגוto err, refers to the people’s mistake. They are the ones ultimately 
responsible, by committing moral errors and departing from societal norms. As a result of such conduct, it would 
follow that the court will also hand down faulty judgments as the judges and their Torah knowledge reflect the level 
of the people whom they represent. 
 
All of us as individuals and indeed as a community, we have a tendency to blame others, and especially people in 
positions of authority, for our shortcomings. The attitude and approach of the community is a reflection of leadership, 
the saying goes. The par helem davar shel tzibbur, where the responsibility for communal error is placed squarely at 
the feet of the people themselves, teaches us that the exact opposite is also true. If the caliber and conduct of 
people reflects their leadership, the leadership is also a reflection of them.  
 
Shabbat shalom.  

https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/vayikra/the-pursuit-of-meaning/
https://aish.com/mistakes-were-made/


Youth Dvar Torah by Ozzie Lifshitz 
 

This week we start the third book of the Torah with parsha Vayikra. In this parsha, 
we learn about the different sacrifices that were brought to Hashem. People 

sacrificed a Korban for many different reasons, including a burnt offering showing 
devotion to Hashem (Korban Olah), a sin offering (Korban Chatat), a guilt offering 

(Korban Asham), and a peace offering (Korban Shelamim). The purpose of giving a 
Korban isn’t the physical act of burning parts of or a whole  animal, but rather the 

spiritual act of giving up something valuable to you to become closer to Hashem. In 
fact, the word itself comes from the Hebrew word Karov, meaning close.  

 
This parsha teaches us the importance of recognizing our mistakes and trying to 

build on them. Buying an expensive animal just to watch it burn requires us to 
acknowledge our imperfections and seek forgiveness. Bringing a Korban 

demonstrates willingness to make amends and sends a message to us that we 
aren’t perfect and sometimes need a little help from a higher power. By realizing our 
dependance on Hashem, we can strengthen our spiritual connections and feel more 

gratitude and devotion towards Him. Humility was an essential part of giving a 
sacrifice, but it is also a big part of our Davening today. Many of the things we say 
every day involve us asking Hashem for forgiveness for our sins. We also connect 

with Hashem through acts of chesed which shows the importance of community and 
shared responsibility as a people.   

 
Maybe we don’t sacrifice animals to Hashem nowadays, but the lessons we learn 
from this parsha still apply to us. We should try our best to realize when we aren’t 
perfect and when we need to seek forgiveness from a Being above us or from a 

person on Earth. 
 
 

Events & Sponsorships 
 

Junior Congregation 
Daven & Donuts 

10:15am in the Board room (Grades 5-6) 
Sponsored by Jackie and Josh Fulop. 

 
 

Birthday Maaser 
 

Happy Birthday to Nell David on 3/29! 

Happy Birthday to Kira Merkin on 3/30! 

Happy Birthday to Emanuel Rotati on 3/31! 


