
TW@Kesher 
Adar 17-18 / March 10-11 

Parshat Ki Tisa 
Parshat Parah 

Shabbat Shalom! 
Shabbat Schedule 
 
Friday, March 10 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 5:38pm 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat Shabbat   5:45pm  
 
Shabbat Day, March 11 
Latest Time for  
Keriat Shema  9:10am  
 
Beit Midrash 8:30am 
Followed by kiddush sponsored by Leah 
Krakinowksi and Andy Silberstein In honor of 
Andy Silberstein completing kaddish for his 
father, Michael Silberstein z”l, and in gratitude for 
the minyan’s constant support throughout the 
past 11 months.  
 
Main Sanctuary 9:15am  
Followed by a dessert & champagne kiddush 
sponsored by the Schnarch/Lin family in honor of 
Naomi’s Bat Mitzvah (celebrated in Jerusalem on 
Purim) and in honor of the Kesher community.   

 
Babysitting  
with Geeta 9:30am   
 
Teen Minyan 10:00am  
Beit Midrash 
Kiddush sponsored by Lori and David Birk. 
 
Junior Congregation 10:15am 
Board room 
Daven & Donuts sponsored by Suzanne Anziska 
and Avi Kawalsky. 
 
Youth Groups  10:15am 
  
Toddler-Parent  
Group   10:15am 
 
Daf Yomi 4:50pm 
 
Mincha        5:35pm 
Followed by seudat shelishit co-sponsored by 
Samantha Kur and Evan Hochberg in 
commemoration of the yahrzeit of Frumilla Kur 
z”l, Samantha's mother, and the yahrzeit of 
Sophie Levine z”l, Evan's grandmother and Yael 
and David Polinsky in memory of David’s father 
Gil Polinsky z”l. 
 
Havdalah  6:39pm 
 

KESHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mazal tov to Naomi Schnarch on becoming a Bat Mitzvah.  
Mazal tov to Ruth Lin and Aaron Schnarch. 
 
Kesher's Got Talent! Youth Talent Show + Art Gallery: Sunday, March 12th, 
3-5pm  
Hosted by Lisa and Daniel Friedman - 475 Engle Street, Englewood 
This is an opportunity to raise money for Chai Lifeline while showing the 
community your talent. Each performance should be up to 3 minutes and can be 
done in groups. Art projects are welcome as well. Please sign up here to 
perform. Tickets to watch the show is $36 per family and can be 
purchased here .  
 
Open Mic Night: Saturday March 18th, 8:30pm 
Hosted by Lisa and Daniel Friedman - 475 Engle Street, Englewood 
Come Cheer On Your Friends! Also featuring a performance from Karen 
Bergreen, a nationally recognized stand-up comic. $18 per person. Register for 
the event here. Sign up to perform here. 
 
Kesher is going to Urban Air! Wednesday, March 22, 6:30-8:30pm 
69 Wesley Street, Hackensack 
Grades 5-8. $10 per person. Register here. 
 
JFNNJ March Mega Food Drive 
Kesher is collecting non-perishable foods and pet food donations in the office 
through March 31. 
 
Take a break! Join your friends and family Friday night March 31 for a Pre-
Pesach Shabbat dinner at Kesher.  
Youth Programming will be offered during dinner. 
Cost: $36 per person or $144 family max 
Space is limited. Register by Monday, March 27. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Yom HaShoah Commemoration 
Tuesday, April 18th at 7pm  
Please honor your Holocaust survivor relatives by participating in a touching 
video to be shared at this year's program. Email Rachel Heumann at  
rmevent@yahoo.com by March 7 for additional details. If a member of your 
family was a Holocaust survivor who passed away this year, please email Arielle 
Brenner at ariellebren@gmail.com  with the following details, as we would like to 
include them in a special tribute: 

• First and last name 

• Birth place 

• Birth date, passing date 

• Where they survived 

• 2 photos 
Please submit by March 20. 

 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Join Dor L'Dor for a special Pre-Passover "Brunch & Learn" on Thursday, March 
23 at 11am at Congregation Ahavath Torah.  Rabbi Chaim Poupko will deliver a 
Pre-Passover lecture. He will be followed by an in-person talk on "The Israelite 
Experience in Ancient Egypt" by Elana Kaplan, an Educator at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.  Reservations required. Cost:  Reserve/pay by March 20 - $20.  
Reserve after March 20 - $25. To reserve: dorldor@yahoo.com. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to our amazing Mishloach Manot committee: Nira Feldman, Adina 
Greenfield, Amber Harris, Stacey Rosenzweig, Sasha Savitsky and Michelle 
Sohn. 

 

Weekday Schedule 
 
Sun., March 12 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 
Youth Talent Show 3:00pm 
 
Mincha/Maariv 6:50pm 
 
Mon. March 13-Thurs. March 16 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Mincha/Maariv 6:45pm 
 
Next Fri., March 17 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 6:46pm 
 
Mincha/ 
KabbalatShabbat 6:50pm 

https://www.keshernj.com/track.php?id=e223fd11f04b4938954960e97394355c&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1yhTjatpoDT9-zNOOpZBTaVezKglC_dKpqj92WHJ3SsA%2Fedit%3Fpli%3D1&h=cdbb9
https://www.keshernj.com/track.php?id=e223fd11f04b4938954960e97394355c&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.keshernj.com%2Fform%2Fyouth-talent-show&h=57683
https://www.keshernj.com/event/open-mic-night.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfEvhuEsNRPj9hQkqGERgWq8cVUK46i2jXSn8Fznd2tdTmwA/viewform?pli=1
https://www.keshernj.com/form/urban-air-3-22
https://www.keshernj.com/form/pre-pesach-dinner-march-31
mailto:rmevent@yahoo.com
mailto:ariellebren@gmail.com
mailto:dorldor@yahoo.com


 DIVREI TORAH  

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks: The Closeness of God 
 
Rabbi Abba Wagensberg: Taking the Blame 

DVAR TORAH BY RABBI BLOCK 

Parshat Ki Tisa 

Take the Tablets or Break the Tablets? 
 

At the top of Mount Sinai, the Torah’s ongoing instructions regarding the establishment of a sanctuary are 
interrupted by the collapse of faith of the Israelites. Losing hope that their leader Moshe would ever return 
to them, they created the Golden Calf, a veritable idol, in panic and despair. God becomes furious at this 
betrayal and literally sends Moshe away, down the mountain (32:7עמך״ ,  )״לך רד כי שחת  
 

The next scene in the story is known to most of us: Moshe, upon seeing the people dancing around this 
idol, himself becomes so furious that he smashes the two tablets he has been carrying, the tablets 
containing God’s revelation of the Ten Commandments. According to a midrash, God acquiesces, even 
congratulates Moshe for shattering the tablets:”  !!יישר כח ששברתWell done!” )In fact, according to Rashi, in 
the brief eulogy the Torah gives for Moshe at the very end of Devarim, in listing Moshe’s accolades it 
refers specifically to his decision to break the tablets. See the last Rashi on the Torah.)   
 

But let's back up for a moment and consider a point often overlooked - how did it come about that Moshe 
was carrying the tablets with the Ten Commandments at all? If God had indeed decided to reject Israel 
and had sent Moshe back down the mountain, why hadn’t God withheld the tablets from Moshe 
altogether? Instinctively we'd perhaps say the answer is that Moshe was able to convince God to spare 
Israel, to give them another chance. That God had reneged on his decision to wipe them out, and the 
tablets represented a peace offering, if you will. So the sequence of events would be, God had given the 
tablets to Moshe )31:18), and after Moshe intercedes with God to forgive Israel )32:11-17) God backs 
down and allows Moshe to descend the mountain with the tablets in hand. )32:18)  
 

But if this were the case, why is God so happy with Moshe’s decision to shatter them!? How shocking! If 
God had decided to give this gift in full cognizance of the failings of the people, how could Moshe destroy 
them, and thereby destroy a palpable symbol of God’s forbearance? After listening intently to Moshe and 
having mercy and compassion for his profoundly imperfect people, shouldn’t God’s response to Moshe 
breaking the tablets have been literally the exact opposite? “Moshe, here I am letting you leave with these 
precious tablets, and you just shatter them like they’re nothing!?” 
 

But what if God sending Moshe down with the tablets wasn’t an act of mercy and compassion, but an act 
of anger and submission? Imagine someone who discovers their beloved has been unfaithful, initially 
wants to KILL them, but then, after some arguments, says defeatingly, “just go.” Upon walking away 
surprised that you’ve decided not to pour out your wrath on them in retribution and rage, they try to leave 
with you the precious gift you had given them in love and devotion, but you don’t want it back. “Just go,” 
you say. “I don’t want to see that gift again. Keep it. I don’t want it…” 

   
This episode needs further and deeper thought and analysis, but Moshe breaks the tablets, and Hahsem 
says, “Yasher koach. Thank you. I see you feel my pain. I see you understand how deep this betrayal 
runs. Come back up the mountain, let’s hew a new set of tablets, and let’s start again…” 
 

We would do well to consider our relationship with God at the very least like we do other relationships. 
What if we lived in a way where we consider the notion that when we betray God, God hurts, just as we do 
when we feel betrayed? What if we do things for God in love and devotion not because they make us feel 
spiritual and inspired, but because we’re in a relationship with someone, someone who would really 
appreciate that these things be done for them? If we knew God felt joy at our successes and pain at our 
failures, would that move us to be better? 
 

Shabbat shalom. 

https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/ki-tissa/the-closeness-of-god/
https://aish.com/48943976/


Youth Dvar Torah by Ezra Block 
 

This weeks parsha parshat ki tisa talks about the giving of the luchot. Did you 
know the words on the luchot were cut into the stone all the way through? 
Because it was Hashem’s work,the writing on the luchot was miraculous. 
How? 
 
If you carve out the letter samech )ס(on a stone tablet all the way through, the 
middle will fall out. What kept the center piece in place on the luchot? You’d 
have the same problem with the letter mem sofit  ,)ם(the final mem at the end 
of a word, that is a square. Carve it out, and how does the center stay up? 
 
The gemara explains that Hashem did a miracle, and these letters were 
hovering in midair. 

 
 
 

Events & Sponsorships 
 
 

Teen Minyan 
10:00am in the Beit Midrash (Grades 7+) 

Sponsored by Lori and David Birk. 
 

Junior Congregation 
Daven & Donuts 

10:15am in the Board room (Grades 5-6) 
Sponsored by Suzanne Anziska and Avi Kawalsky. 

 
 
 

Birthday Maaser 
 

Happy Birthday to James Cherny! 
 

Thank you to Debbie and Oscar Chemirinski for their donation dedicated 
in honor of Zev Liebowitz 4th birthday, and in honor of Kehilat Kesher 

that has so warmly welcomed the Liebowitz-Chemerinski family. 
 
 


