
TW@Kesher 
Shevat 12-13 / February 3-4 

Parshat Beshalach 
Shabbat Shalom  Shabbat Schedule 

 
Friday, February 3 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 4:57pm 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat Shabbat   5:05pm  
 
Shabbat Day, February 4 
Latest Time for  
Keriat Shema  9:37am  
 
Beit Midrash 8:45am 
Followed by kiddush sponsored by Kara and 
Oren Epstein. 
 
Main Sanctuary 9:15am  
Followed by kiddush in the social hall 
sponsored by Jessica and Darrin Peller and 
family in honor of the 10th yartzeit of Arlene 
Peller z’l. 

Babysitting  
with Geeta 9:30am   
 
Youth Groups  10:15am 
  
Toddler-Parent  
Group   10:15am 
 
Junior Cong. 
Daven & Donuts 10:15am 
Sponsored by Rachel & Dovid Tkatch. 
 
Daf Yomi 4:10pm 
 
Mincha        4:55pm 
Followed by seudat shelishit sponsored by the 
Sohn and Lissauer families in memory of Judy 
Sohn. 
 
Havdalah  6:00pm 
 
Parent Child Learning 6:45pm 
Sponsored by Danielle and Josh Strauss. 
 
 
 

KESHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Urban Air for Adults 
February 8, 8pm 
Register here. 
 
Grow Torah Tu B’Shevat Program 
Sunday, February 12, 4-5:30pm 
Each participant will learn how to plant and care for their own small tray of microgreens. 
Parents and kids welcome! 
$36 per family. Register here. 
 
Adult Ed Community Lecture Series– Wed. Feb. 15, 8:15pm 
Covering Israel: The Challenges of Writing, Reporting and Producing News Focused on 
Israel. Presented by Jason Gewirtz.  
Hosted by Bea and Dan Tokayer, 131 East Hamilton Ave., Englewood 
 
Send Mishloach Manot to every Kesher family for only $125! 
Each family participating in the Kesher Mishloach Manot will 
receive one Mishloach Manot package and your family name will 
be included on the virtual scroll. 
Submit your registration here by March 1. 
 
Kayama Book Club Selection 
This is How It Always Is 
By Laurie Frankel 
Thursday, March 2, 8pm 
Hosted by Stacey Rosenzweig– 143 Booth Ave., Englewood 
 
Save the Date–  Saturday evening, March 4, 8pm 
Know Your Genetics: Empowering the Kesher and Englewood Community at Large. 
Presentation by Dr. Tamar Goldwaser, Dr. Anat Chemerinski and Estie Rose 
 
Kesher Family Purim Carnival, Sunday March 5, 3-5pm 
$10 per person or $36 family max 
Buy tickets here. 
 
Kesher Support Network 
The Kesher Support Network is a new initiative to help provide resources and connection 
to individuals in the community in times of need. We are asking our members to please fill 
out this form if you have been through a challenge and are willing to share your 
experience and lend support to someone going through a similar experience.   
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SINAI Schools Annual Campaign and Benefit Dinner – Sunday evening, February 26 
at the Marriott Glenpointe Hotel, Teaneck, NJ. Honoring: Dr. Michael Stifelman and Dr. Jill 
Zimmerman, Tzvi and Erica Solomon and Ms. Judi Karp, Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Click here for donations, reservations, and more information. 

BEREAVEMENT 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Martin “Mickey” Pepper z”l father of Beth 
Pepper and father-in-law of Rabbi Jeffrey Fox. Rabbi Fox and Beth were the Rabbi and 

Rebbetzin of Kesher until 2009.  Shiva will be observed from Motzaei Shabbat until 
Thursday morning, February 9 at the Bergman home, 3000 Arlington Avenue, Bronx, NY. 
Shiva visiting hours are as follows: Motzaei Shabbat, Saturday, February 4: 6:00pm-
10:00pm, Sunday, February 5 - Wednesday, February 8: 9:00am-12:00pm, 2:00pm-
5:00pm, 7:00pm-10:00pm  

May the family be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.  

We regret to inform you of the passing of Mrs. Ana Deluty, mother of community member 
Dr. Sheldon Deluty. Sheldon will observe Shiva through Sunday morning, February 5, 
virtually via Google Meet, and will be available online from 9:00 PM - 10:00 PM, Tuesday 
through Thursday, and Motzei Shabbat.  
Log in to your own google account. Then go to meet.Google.com and enter the code rhm-
oxcj-ybd and click join. 
 
May the family be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem      

Weekday Schedule 
 
Sun., Feb. 5 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 
Mincha/Maariv 5:05pm 
 
Mon., Feb. 6 Tu B’Shevat 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 
Tues.. Feb. 7- Thurs., Feb. 9 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Next Fri., Feb. 10 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 5:06pm 
 
Mincha/ 
Family Kabbalat Shabbat  
 5:10pm 

https://www.keshernj.com/form/urban-air
https://www.keshernj.com/form/grow-torah
https://www.keshernj.com/form/mishloach-manot-orders-2023
https://www.keshernj.com/form/purim-carnival-2023
https://www.keshernj.com/track.php?id=fa9adb918bad442d9bf70e2d935d1bc7&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSc1Kmo3Pl3zeDhkH9Pijw9nPeqGAppkhm-ySnGMh8daDaaErQ%2Fviewform&h=cd66a
http://www.sinaidinner.org
http://meet.google.com/


 DIVREI TORAH  

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks: Renewable Energy 
 
Rabbi Noam and Daphna Hertig: Parshat Beshalach: Holding on to Faith and Unity in Times of Crisis 

DVAR TORAH BY RABBI BLOCK 

Parshat Beshalach 
 

Beshalach reintroduces us to a central element of Jewish living that we encounter at the dawn of creation, 
but then appears to lie dormant for millenia: Shabbos. 

 

א ֱאֹלקי ָ֥ רָׁ ֹו ֲאֶׁשר־בָׁ ל־ְמַלאְכתִ֔ ַב֙ת ִמכׇּ ֹו ׁשָׁ י בָ֤ ׁש ֹא֑תֹו ִכ֣ ֵּ֖ י ַוְיַקד  ֹום ַהְשִביִעִ֔ ֶרְך ֱאֹלקי֙ם ֶאת־י֣ ָ֤ ֹות ם לַ ַוְיבָׁ ֲעֽׂו  

“And God blessed the Seventh Day and sanctified it; for it was then that God rested from all His labors 
that God had created to do.” (Bereishit 2:3) 

 

Fast forward to our Torah reading, in which, the Shabbos Day finally awakens from its slumber… 
 

The Israelites have left Egypt and marched to freedom under God’s mighty protection. Leaving their 
Egyptian pursuers behind, they enter the open wilderness. To answer their need for sustenance God 
sends them “bread from heaven” (Shemot 16:4) called  ,מן“ manna.” And then God explains that this 
heavenly gift, meant to satisfy every person’s hunger, will fall from the skies everyday, except for on 
Shabbos. The manna will fall each day and will be edible for only that day and cannot be hoarded for 
another time, but on Friday, a double portion will rain down from heaven. It will be enough for two days, 
and the food will not spoil, so that the Israelites can enjoy a Sabbath day of rest with their food already 
prepared. 
 

This is the first appearance of Shabbos since the first days of Creation - with the commands surrounding 
the manna the Israelites in the desert “worked” for six days and “rested” on the seventh, a small 
microcosm of the more robust Shabbos observance we are accustomed to today. But this reintroduction 
of Shabbos allows us to ask, what happened on that very first shabbos all those thousands of years 
earlier? After all, that first Shabbos was God’s alone. There is no record of God commanding the first 
humans to observe it. So what does it mean that the day was “blessed” and “sanctified” by God? How? 
 

One answer, offered by Rashi (citing Bereishit Rabbah) in his comments on that verse in Bereishit, brings 
these two episodes, separated by thousands of years, into focus together. Rashi says that God “blessed 
Shabbos with the manna by giving us a double portion on Friday, and God sanctified Shabbat with the 
manna in that it did not fall on Shabbos at all.” Rashi concludes that, “ ”, “המקרא כתוב על העתיד the verse is 
being written about what will happen in the future.” 
 

It turns out, then, that God was planning all along to present this special day to human beings, to the 
Jewish people, to us, as soon as we would be ready for it. As soon as we leave Egypt, even before we 
receive the Torah, we are given the gift of Shabbos that God has been saving for us since the beginning 
of time.  
 

While we experience Shabbos most directly as a day of rest from worldly labors, the Torah’s presentation 
of Shabbos urges us to imagine Shabbos as what it is truly meant to be: withdrawal from our worldly 
labors for a particular purpose, so that we may rekindle our relationship with God. While we can easily, 
instinctively intuit Shabbos being a gift - being home, coming to shul, enjoying ourselves, spending time 
with family and friends - let’s remember, every gift is not just to make its recipient happy. It’s to bring the 
recipient and the gift giver closer together… 
 

Shabbat shalom. 

https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/beshallach/renewable-energy/
https://ots.org.il/beshalach-hertig-switzerland/


Youth Dvar Torah by Naomi Ruttenberg 

The relationship between Hashem and Bnei Yisrael is described in many different 
ways, throughout Tanach, with different analogies. Bnei Yisrael start out being only 
Hashem’s children. They are taken of Mitzrayim, by Hashem, through many miracles 

that resemble birth. However, they will not always just be the children of Hashem. 
Through the desert, they become not only Hashem’s creation, but a partner in 

creation as well, resembling a relationship similar to a married couple. This new 
relationship begins in Beshalach, with the story of Marah. Immediately after Bnei 
Yisrael sing praise to Hashem, they reach a place called Marah, which has bitter 

water. Bnei Yisrael go to Moshe, asking him what they should drink. Moshe cries out 
to Hashem, and so Hashem shows him a tree that, when thrown into the water, 

sweetens the water. It then says that Hashem tested Bnei Yisrael on that day, and 
gave them laws to follow Hashem’s commandments, so that they will not be inflicted 

by illness, like what was inflicted upon Mitzrayim. Bitter water is not a prevalent 
concept in Tanach, and only appears about one other time in Torah. The other time is 
in Bamidbar, referring to the laws of Sotah which hold that if a husband is suspicious 
that his wife has committed adultery, she is, instead of being taken to a court, forced 

to drink “bitter water” that miraculously kills her if she is guilty, or proves her 
innocence. The bitter water at Marah, therefore, can be symbolic of the bitter waters 

that test for adultery. However, in this case, when Bnei Yisrael ask what to drink, 
Hashem sweetens the water, as a sign that their relationship is loving, and does not 

have to be based on adultery, and jealousy. It is also evident that Bnei Yisrael are 
given more responsibility. The test that Hashem gives to them, is the challenge to cry 
out. While Hashem still provides for them in this situation, it is the first time that Bnei 

Yisrael take any sort of initiative. Up until this point, Hashem just gives them 
commandments, without Bnei Yisrael even knowing to cry out, because it was only a 

parent-child relationship. At Marah, Hashem still saves them, but only after they 
reach out first, thus beginning their relationship as partners. Right after Hashem 

sweetens the waters, Hashem makes a law, showing Bnei Yisrael the correct way to 
approach this relationship. Marah is the beginning of a partnership between Hashem 
and Bnei Yisrael, in which Bnei Yisrael must have a part, while ultimately following 

Hashem, to heal the world.  

 
Events & Sponsorships 

 
Junior Congregation Daven and Donuts (Grades 5-6) 

10:15am in the Beit Midrash 
Sponsored by Rachel and Dovid Tkatch 

 
Parent Child Learning 

Motzai Shabbat Feb. 4, 6:45pm 
Sponsored by Danielle and Josh Strauss 

 
Birthday Maaser 

 
Happy 4th Birthday to Halley Rinsler! 

 


