
TW@Kesher 
Kislev 8-9 / December 2-3 

Parshat Vayetzei 
 Hachnasat Orchim Shabbat 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Shabbat Schedule 
 
Friday, December 2 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 4:10pm 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat Shabbat   4:15pm  
 
Shabbat Day, December 3 
Latest Time for  
Keriat Shema  9:24am  
 
Beit Midrash   8:45am 
Followed by kiddush in the social hall 
sponsored by Lisa and Daniel Friedman. 
 
Main Sanctuary 9:15am  
Followed by kiddush in the social hall 
sponsored by Dr. William Zeitz (Bill) in 
memory of the 50th yahrtzeit of his father, 
Rabbi Moshe Nachman Halevi Zeitz, a'h 
and in honor of the birthdays of Bill and his 
great grandchildren Gabriel & Julia (on Nov 
20th). 

Babysitting  
with Geeta 9:30am   
 
Teen Minyan  9:40am 
in the Beit midrash 
  
Youth Groups  10:15am 
 
Junior Congregation  
Daven and Donuts 10:15am 
Sponsored by Miri Lipsky & Josh Schainker. 
 
Toddler-Parent  
Group   10:15am 
 
Mincha        4:10pm 
Followed by Seudat Shelishit sponsored by 
Pari & Houchangue Toubian on the first 
yahrzeit of Pari's mother Saltanat bat 
Rivkah & Moshe z’l. 
 
Havdalah  5:14pm 
 
Family Musical Havdalah 5:25pm 
In the Sanctuary 

KESHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mazal tov to David Charendoff on his engagement to Sara Heckelman! 
Mazal tov to David's parents Susie and Mark Charendoff.  
 
Family Musical Havdalah 
Motzai Shabbat December 3, 5:25pm 
 
Visiting Cantor Netanel Hershtik 
Shabbat December 9-10 
 
Kayama Fireside Chat: How to Show Up for Yourself, Your Relationships and 
Your Career, Monday December 12, 8pm 
Register here. 
 
Chanukah on Ice at Mackay Park 
Monday Dec. 19, 6-8pm 
$10 per person 
RSVP at ChabadEnglewood.com 
 
Save the Date 
Chanukah Candle Lighting & Singing 
Wednesday, December 21st at 6pm at the Rockleigh Jewish Home  
Sign up here. 
 
Community Auction and Raffle Event  
The Kayama Online Auction will allow Kayama to raise money for future events. 
For more information and to contribute, please complete this form with some 
basic information about your donation. We will be accepting donations 
through December 21.  
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Bergen County Chanukah Toy Drive is going on through this Tuesday, 
December 6! Donations can be dropped off at Rich & Tamara Solomon’s at 264 
Morrow Rd., Englewood, or at 95 Norfolk Street in Bergenfield. While the drive 
runs from November 16 - December 6, we will accept gifts until Chanukah! We 
welcome all donations of new, unwrapped toys and gifts for kids and teens, such 
as: games, sports equipment, make up sets, costume jewelry, crafts kits, books, 
dolls, Legos, puzzles, purses, gift cards, etc... (please remove price tags). If you 
have any questions please reach out to simifleischer@gmail.com.  
 
The Rebbetzin Peggy Gopin Weiss Mikvah of Englewood wishes to express 
its gratitude and appreciation to the entire community for its attendance and 
support of the 2022 Annual Event. Every year the Mikvah seeks to raise funds to 
support its operating budget and we are grateful to the community for coming 
together to achieve this goal.  For further information or to donate please 
visit https://www.englewoodmikvah.org/  
 
Community CPR Class 
Monday December 12, 7pm at East Hill Synagogue 
Sign up here. 
 
THANK YOU 

Thank you to Susie Smedresman and Rebecca Tobin for their efforts in 
organizing Hachnasat Orchim Shabbat. 
 
BEREAVEMENT 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Mrs. Ida Bobrow, mother of community 
member Mrs. Laurie Badner.   
 

May the family be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem       

Weekday Schedule 
 
Sun., Dec. 4 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 
Mincha/Maariv 4:15pm 
 
Mon., Dec. 5– Thurs. Dec. 8 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Next Fri., Dec. 9 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 4:09pm 
 
Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15pm 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTAHsUWgbhocF6mPUX-vk6aRUTRE7XrsPwzkBZd23dpbHbXQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1knYi94n9eSz_gb5L6PTZjoG9hni_MednWf2ZW9yR-Nw/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnRayPUTz6T_kgi-P-dbsCQoS_oWBpK7X0CzOFgAn2H4wGSQ/viewform
mailto:simifleischer@gmail.com
https://www.englewoodmikvah.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYDJTceG_R9Pdhi9xRdUUNiyrpFW4X3EQWyYhwP_UICeb8WQ/viewform


 DIVREI TORAH  

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks: How the Light Gets In 
 
Rabbi Pinchas Punturello: Yaakov Avinu’s Exile is Our Own Exile 

DVAR TORAH FROM RABBI BLOCK 

To Lie upon a Stone and be a Steppingstone 
 
“Rabbi Tarfon had a mother and, whenever she wished to go up onto her bed, he would bend down 
and raise her up [to the bed].  And, whenever she wished to go down off the bed, he would lie down 
and she would step down upon him.” (Talmud Bavli, Kiddushin 31b) 
 
This is just one of many stories told in the Talmud about the lengths that some sages went to treat 
their parents with honor - to serve them, cater to their needs, and simply make their lives a little 
easier. While that theme is broad and deep, it is not for our consideration right now. For now, let's 
reflect on the image of Rabbi Tarfon on the floor. He treats his mother with respect not merely by 
making sure she has nice clothes, food and shelter - we know that Rabbi Tarfon was very wealthy - 
but also by assisting her through his own body. He lies on the floor and functions as a footstool for his 
mother so she may get into and out of bed more easily. She steps on his large, soft body - we know 
that Rabbi Tarfon was also a man of substantial girth - in order to "ascend" ( )למיסקonto the bed or in 
order to "descend" off it  )נחית(onto the hard, cold floor. Rabbi Tarfon is a stepping-stone and a 
cushion to serve his mother. 
 
Our patriarch Yaakov flees from home, escaping the wrath of his brother. Lonely, tired and scared, he 
lays down on the hard earth, a rock as his pillow. "And he dreamt. And behold, a ladder set up from 
the ground, with its top reaching toward heaven! And behold, Angels of the Almighty were ascending 
and descending by means of (- through) him (bo).” (Bereishit 28:12) 
 
Usually this verse is translated to say that the angels went up and down between heaven and earth 
by means of the ladder (“though it”). But Rabbi Tarfon’s image gives us another understanding. Aside 
from moving up and down the ladder, the angels had to climb onto the ladder from its earthy base 
and, when they descended from heaven for their visit below, they had to step off the ladder back to 
earth. Yaakov dreams that he might be a stepping stool to give the angels an easy lift up to the first 
rung of the ladder, and that he might be the soft pillow for the angels to land on as they move off the 
ladder onto this hard, dark earth.  עולים ויורדים בו- like Rabbi Tarfon for his mother, the angels go up 
and down on Yaakov. He wishes to make his own self, his own body, available to assist the angels. 
 
Yaakov had to run away because of what he had taken, albeit justifiably, from his brother. As he gets 
ready to leave home for the next number of years, he dreams of pure, unadulterated giving. Indeed, 
it's no wonder that upon awakening, having experienced a vision of sacrificing himself to assist 
others, he declares himself to be in "The House of God." (28:17)  
 
The recipe for experiencing godliness in our lives is right before us. Just give. 
 
Shabbat Shalom. 

https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/vayetse/how-the-light-gets-in/
https://ots.org.il/vayetze-rabbi-pinchas-punterello-spain/


Yoni Appel on פרשת ויצא 

 

In Vayeitzei, when Yaakov sees Rachel for the first time, the Torah 
describes Rachel’s father (Lavan) three times in one pasuk as 

Yaakov’s mother’s brother, even though we already know from before 
that Lavan is Yaakov’s uncle. Why does the Torah repeat this 

information?  
 

The Or HaChaim says that because Yaakov was being kind to 
Rachel, the shepherds around him might have 

become suspicious of him, because they were “strangers” to each 
other. So the Torah indicates  that it is  as if  he is shouting out loud that 

he is not just talking to a random woman, he is talking to someone who is 
related to him.  So Yaakov wants not just to behave correctly, but also for 

people to perceive him as doing the right thing. 
 

Later, at the beginning of Parshat Vayishlach, Yaakov sends messengers 
to Esau, and tells them to deliver the message that he lived with Lavan, 

and was delayed until then. Rashi explains that the word גרתי  in 
gematria is 613, the same as  .תרי״גRashi continues, saying that while 
with Lavan, Yaakov kept on keeping the mitzvot, even though he lived 
with someone who didn’t always do the right thing. In conclusion,  we 

learn from Yaakov that it’s important to do the right thing, even when it’s 
hard, and to always be above suspicion.  

 
 
 
 



SHABBAT SPONSORSHIPS 
 

Happy 3rd Birthday to Ellie Russell! 
 

Happy 11th Birthday to Zeke Lipsky Schainker! 
 

Thank you to Miri Lipsky and Josh Schainker for sponsoring 
Junior Congregation’s Daven & Donuts. 

 
 
 

EVENTS 
 
 

Junior Congregation Daven & Donuts 
Shabbat Dec. 3, 10:15am 

Grades 5-6 
 
 

Chanukah on Ice at Mackay Park 
Monday Dec. 19, 6-8pm 

$10 per person 
RSVP at ChabadEnglewood.com 

 
Save the Date 

Chanukah Candle Lighting & Singing 
Wednesday, December 21st at 6pm  

at the Rockleigh Jewish Home  
Sign up here. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1knYi94n9eSz_gb5L6PTZjoG9hni_MednWf2ZW9yR-Nw/viewform?edit_requested=true


REAL ESTATE LISTING 

Tenafly home for sale by owner:  
5 Woodland Park Drive 
5 bedrooms, 5.5 baths 
Pool + cabana on 0.65 acres 
Move-in ready 
Virtual tour here. 
Price upon request: contact Rena @ (973) 960-2877 

 
 

http://tours.davis-photography.net/public/vtour/display/1862285?a=1#!/

