
TW@Kesher 
Kislev 1-2 / November 25-26 

Parshat Toldot 
Shabbat Shalom! Shabbat Schedule 

 
Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
Friday, November 25 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 4:12pm 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat Shabbat   4:15pm  
 
Shabbat Day, November 26 
Beit Midrash   8:45am 
Followed by kiddush in the social hall. 
 
Main Sanctuary 9:15am  
Followed by kiddush in the social hall 
sponsored by Rachel Wainer Apter and 
Jonathan Apter in honor of Maya’s Bat 
Mitzvah. 
 
Babysitting  
with Geeta 9:30am   
 
Latest Time for  
Keriat Shema  9:19am  
  
Youth Groups  10:15am 
 
Junior Congregation  
Daven and Donuts 10:15am 
Sponsored by Shlomit and Jonathan 
Stein. 
 
Toddler-Parent  
Group   10:15am 
 
Daf Yomi 3:25pm 
 
Mincha        4:10pm 
Followed by Seudat Shelishit. 
 
Havdalah  5:15pm 
 
Parent Child Learning 6:00pm 
Sponsored by Sarah and Joshua Luks 
and Danielle and Joshua Strauss. 

KESHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mazal tov to Rachel Wainer Apter and Jonathan Apter on Maya’s Bat 
Mitzvah. Mazal tov to siblings Eliana and Noam. 
 
Kayama Book Club Selection 
Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead 
Thursday, December 1, 8pm 
Hosted by Estie Reidler, 71 Glenwood Rd., Englewood 
 
Kayama Fireside Chat: How to Show Up for Yourself, Your Relationships and 
Your Career, Monday December 12, 8pm 
Register here. 
 
Community Auction and Raffle Event  
The Kayama Online Auction will allow Kayama to raise money for future events. 
For more information and to contribute, please complete this form with some 
basic information about your donation. We will be accepting donations 
through December 21.  
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Bergen County Chanukah Toy Drive is going on now. Donations can be 
dropped off at Rich & Tamara Solomon’s at 264 Morrow Rd., Englewood, or at 
95 Norfolk Street in Bergenfield. While the drive runs from November 16 - 
December 6, we will accept gifts until Chanukah! We welcome all donations of 
new, unwrapped toys and gifts for kids and teens, such as: games, sports 
equipment, make up sets, costume jewelry, crafts kits, books, dolls, Legos, 
puzzles, purses, gift cards, etc... (please remove price tags). If you have any 
questions please reach out to simifleischer@gmail.com.  
 
Israel Film Festival 
There’s still time to see three Israel Film Festival movies virtually! The festival 
ends on 11/30. For more information and to purchase tickets, please click here. 
 
The Rebbetzin Peggy Gopin Weiss Mikvah of Englewood  
Annual Mikvah Event 
Tuesday, November 29, 7:30pm at Ahavath Torah 
Register here. 
 
BMT Tuesday Parsha & Jewish History Shiurim Open to All: Tues., Nov. 29. 
The Beit Midrash of Teaneck, located at JCT/Heichal HaTorah, 70 Sterling 
Place, Teaneck is open for its Fall Trimester, and welcomes the community, both 
men and women, to our weekly Tuesday shiurim on Parsha & Jewish 
History.  This week’s Parsha shiur (10:30-11:30am) will be delivered by Rabbi 
Yosef Weinberger, assistant Rabbi at Congregation Bnai Yeshurun & Rebbe at 

Frisch. The Jewish History shiur (11:45-12:45) will feature Rabbi Dr. Ephraim 
Kanarfogel, Professor and Dean at Yeshiva University, who will give the 2 Part 
shiur on the topic of “Jewish Activism and Martyrdom during the Period of the 
First Crusade and Beyond” 

Community CPR Class 
Monday December 12, 7pm at East Hill Synagogue 
Sign up here. 
 
BEREAVEMENT 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Avraham Moshe Feldman, 
father of community members Ziel Feldman and Heshy Feldman. 

 
May the family be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem   

Weekday Schedule 
 
Sun., Nov. 27 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 
Mincha/Maariv 4:15pm 
 
Mon., Nov. 28-Thurs. Dec.1 
Shacharit 6:30am 
 
Next Fri., Dec. 2 
Shacharit  6:30am 
 
Candle Lighting 4:10pm 
 
Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15pm 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTAHsUWgbhocF6mPUX-vk6aRUTRE7XrsPwzkBZd23dpbHbXQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnRayPUTz6T_kgi-P-dbsCQoS_oWBpK7X0CzOFgAn2H4wGSQ/viewform
mailto:simifleischer@gmail.com
https://watch.eventive.org/jfnnj-filmfestival2022
https://www.englewoodmikvah.org/event.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYDJTceG_R9Pdhi9xRdUUNiyrpFW4X3EQWyYhwP_UICeb8WQ/viewform


 DIVREI TORAH  

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks: A Father’s Love 
 
Rabbi Yair Melchior: Rivka, The Female Voice of the Book of Bereishit 

DVAR TORAH FROM RABBI BLOCK 

We’re There, But Also Not There Yet 
 
Tucked in between episodes in the drama of conflict between Esav and Yaakov are a select few stories about 
their parents, Yitzchak and Rivka. One of those stories is very similar to stories we have heard about 
Yitzchak's parents, who had to leave the land of Israel in times of famine. Indeed, the Torah begins the story 
here by saying, “And there was a famine in the land, besides the original famine in the time of 
Abraham.” (Bereishit 26:1) 
 
Yitzchak and Rivka decide that they too are forced to leave the country. Apparently they intend to reach Egypt, 
as Avraham and Sarah had once done. They begin their travels, but God stops them in the Philistine city of 
Gerar, a place considered to be part of Israel. "And God appeared to him (Yitzchak) and said: 'Do not go down 
to Egypt. Dwell in the land that I will tell you. Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you. For I will 
give all these lands to you and your children, and I will keep My covenant that I swore to your father, 
Avraham.'" (vv. 2 - 3) 
 
Yitzchak is told not to leave the Promised Land - he is the only Patriarch who does not endure exile. But let us 
notice the way that God describes the land that Yitzchak must not leave. While God does eventually call 
Canaan "this land," in God’s initial call to Yitzchak He says, "dwell in the land that I will tell you." Why is God so 
vague? Is this not referring to the very land in which Yitzchak is living already! 
 
If we have been reading the stories that preceded this one, we will immediately hear the echo of the very first 
call that God issued to Yitzchak's father, Avraham. God said, "Go out of your homeland … and go to a land 
that I will show you." (12:1) But in this first instance, Avraham is leaving for parts unknown! God is promising to 
clarify things later, in the future! What could it mean in the message to Yitzchak? 
 
While Ramban thinks it simply means, “live wherever I tell you to live,” - see also the beautiful comments of the 
Kli Yakar - perhaps it means something deeper. Perhaps this echo is precisely what God wished for Yitzchak 
to hear. Yitzchak is now being told that although he already dwells in the land promised to his father Avraham 
and to his children after him, there is something essential about this land that is not graspable in geographic 
terms. No matter where a person is - whether in Israel or far away - and no matter when Israel is mentioned - 
in the past, present, or future - Israel is not simply the dirt of a particular location. Israel is also perpetually a 
land of as yet unknown potential. It is a place that is forever open to “what God will show us” and what God will 
tell us. This is a crucial part of its very identity. “Yitzchak,” God says, “stay here. Stay in this land precisely 
because it is a land open to God’s direction, to the unknown.”  
 
Avraham too was told to go “to the land that I will show you.” This isn’t a simple, “I’ll tell you where later.” It is a 
description of the land’s very essence, constantly in the act of becoming, of realizing its potential.  
 
As we once again mourn the attack on and senseless murder of Jews at the hand of those who would wish 
harm upon all of us, we hope and pray for the unfolding of the potential and promise of Israel as a place of 
peace and tranquility. So may it be soon. 
 
Shabbat shalom. 

https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/toldot/a-fathers-love/
https://ots.org.il/toldot-ravmelchior-denmark/


Dvar Torah by Ayelet Tkatch 
 

The beginning of this week's Parsha, Toldos, discusses the birth and the 
maturing of Yaakov and Esav. Passuk 27 in perek 25 describes exactly what 

they have grown into,  ב ם ֹיֵׁשַ֖ יׁש תָָּׂ֔ ה ְוַיֲעֹק֙ב ִאִ֣ ֶ֑ ד  יׁש שָׂ ִיד ִאִ֣ ַע ַצַ֖ יׁש ֹיֵדֵ֥ ו ִאִ֛ י ֵעשָָׂׂ֗ ים ַוְיִהִ֣ ִרָּ֔ ִַֽיְגְדל֙ו ַהְנעָׂ ַו 
ים.  ִל   When the boys grew up, Esav became a skillful hunter, a man of theֹאהָׂ

outdoors; and Yaakov became a mild man, raising livestock. Rabbeinu Bahya, 
a late 13th Century to early 14th Century Spanish commentator, raises a 

fascinating question: when the Torah introduced Esav it said  ,י  meaning “heַוְיִהִ֣
was,” however, when the Torah introduces Yaakov it does not say the word  היה

which is the word that would make the most grammatical sense in this case. 
Furthermore, the use of   היהwhile introducing another set of twins was 

previously done in the Torah. When Kayin and Hevel, were introduced it was 
written,  ה מָׂ  ד ֲאדָׂ ַ֖ה ֹעֵבֵ֥ יָׂ ִין הָׂ אן ְוַקַ֕ ָֹּ֔ ֵעה צ ֙ל ֹרִ֣ ב  ְַֽיִהי־ה ֙  Why then was  .(perek 4, passuk 2)ַו 
the  היהnot included prior the introduction of Yaakov as it had been done with 

Kayin? The answer Rabbeinu Bahya gives is that Esav’s name did not change 
and neither did his character but Yaakov’s name did end up changing  (to 

Yisrael) because Yaakov’s character also changed. The word  היהwould not 
have been an appropriate term to use when  describing Yaakov because he 
had more growth to achieve before his name was changed to Yisrael. When 
Yaakov gets the name Yisrael a  יהיהis added before Yisrael and his name 

becomes permanent.   
 

The reason Esav did not grow up to be great was because he did not 
constantly try to grow and reach his greatest potential. Striving for growth is a 
very important idea in Judaism. The Vilna Gaon writes in Even Shelima  עיקר

למה לו חיים? –חיות האדם הוא להתחזק תמיד בשבירת המדות, ואם לאו  Which means 
the prime purpose of a person’s life is to constantly strive to break bad traits. 
Otherwise, what is life for? This quote shows the main reason for a person’s 

creation was to keep on growing so the person could reach their highest 
spiritual growth and be the best  .עבד הThe Rambam even goes as far as to 
say that the purpose of commandments is to  ,לתקן הדעות וליישר כל המעשים

correct our character traits and straighten our ways. The fact that Yaakov does 
not have a  היהin front of his name means that each of us has the potential to 

grow and change over the course of our lives and we should do our best to not 
be stagnant with regard to our growth and development. 

 
 
 
 
 



SHABBAT SPONSORSHIPS 
 

Happy 6th Birthday to Bella Merkin! 
 

Happy 6th Birthday to Victoria Strauss! 
 

Thank you to Shlomit and Jonathan Stein for sponsoring Junior 
Congregation’s Daven & Donuts. 

 
Thank you to Danielle and Josh Strauss and Sarah and Josh Luks for 

sponsoring Parent Child Learning this week. 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Teen Kabbalat Shabbat last 
week. 

 
 

EVENTS 
 
 

Junior Congregation Daven & Donuts 
Shabbat Nov. 26, 10:15am 

Grades 5-6 
 

Parent Child Learning 
Motzai Shabbat Nov. 26, 6pm 

Pizza! Prizes!  
 

Chanukah on Ice at Mackay Park 
Monday Dec. 19, 6-8pm 

$10 per person 
RSVP at ChabadEnglewood.com 

 
 
 
 


