
Purim at Beth Tikvah 5781 
 
Dear friends, 
 
This Friday and Shabbat, we will celebrate Rosh Chodesh Adar. “When Adar arrives, we are to 
increase our Simha (joy).” This is true every year. It is especially important this year, when so 
many are suffering particular stress, pain, isolation, and loss. With Purim just a few weeks away 
and the realization that the pandemic has created unique circumstances, we share this 
document with you to outline the special features that pertain uniquely to this year's Purim 
observance. 
  
Megillah on Purim Night and Day: As a general rule, we at Beth Tikvah try to follow the 
predominant halakhic opinion, requiring that the reading of Megillat Esther be heard live. 
However, due to current restrictions, we can rely on some lenient opinions designed for cases of 
exigency. Thus, we will be hosting our Megillah reading on the Zoom platform, where 
participants can fulfill their obligation to hear Megillah. Our Megillah reading will take place on 
Erev Purim, beginning Thursday, February 25th at 7PM. The scroll of Megillat Esther will be 
shown on screen so you can follow along. Make sure you have a good Internet connection, and 
don’t forget to come in costume! 
 
There will be many synagogues and organizations facilitating online megillah readings 
throughout Purim day - we will provide some suggested links as we get closer to the holiday. 
 
Kriyat Parashat Zakhor: The practice to hear Parashat Zakhor (which are the last three 
Pesukim in Parashat Ki Teitzei) traditionally takes place on the Shabbat preceding Purim (Feb. 
20). Here, it needs to be noted that many authorities believe that the mitzvah to remember 
Amalek is not related at all to the reading of Parshat Zakhor. Thus, there would be no 
requirement to listen to the reading on a particular day or directly from a Torah scroll. In this 
year of pandemic, we believe that we should follow this approach and permit each person to 
read the three verses at home, directly from a Humash. In addition, we will be sending out a 
Youtube recording of the reading over e-mail.  
  
Purim Seudah, Mishloach Manot and Matanot L'Evyonim: This year Purim falls on Thursday 
night and Friday creating a challenge of when to have the Purim Seudah (as one cannot fulfill 
the Mitzvah on Thursday night). One should have a Purim Seudah either for breakfast or lunch 
on Friday (finishing before 3:44 PM). The meal should be a festive one, similar to a regular year, 
preferably featuring bread, meat/fish and wine. 
  
The Mitzvot of Mishloach Manot and Matanot L'Evyonim can only be fulfilled on Purim day. We 
would like to remind you that social distancing rules still apply, and we therefore urge you to 
avoid social gatherings or close proximity to those outside your immediate family when 
delivering Mishloach Manot or having your Purim Seudah. This year, because many people are 
concerned about receiving food from outside their home, it is worth considering reducing the 
number of Misholach Manot one distributes to. Mishloach Manot only requires that you send two 
food items to one person. Please consider reallocating extra Mishloach Manot resources to 
Matanot L’evyonim. 
  
Matanot L'evyonim requires that we give money to at least two people in need so they can 
celebrate Purim. The easiest way to do this is to call the synagogue before Purim, or go to the 
Beth Tikvah website, and donate to Rabbi Grover’s Discretionary Fund, noting that it is a 



donation for Matanot L’evyonim. By appointing Rabbi Grover to distribute the money on Purim 
you will fulfill this Mitzvah. 
 
May the restrictions necessitated by this terrible pandemic not deny or defeat our efforts to 
generate warmth, lightness, and joy. 
 
Wishing you and your family special Adar joy. 
 
With blessing - 
 
Rabbi Jarrod Grover 
Rabbi Louis Sachs 
 


